_; pearpersonal. e o
~ Thejourney began in 197‘3 atthe Unwersxty of Lagos' Nigena.'ma::
- year,our subject; | Bene Madunagu (then Miss Benedicta Michael _Akintunde.] can also confirm that by the middle of1974 Beneand

closely located as if by

i "-'Beﬂespath fmmherhostel to herlaboratory in the Facufty passed =
S5 _‘m ﬁvontof mymndmvm theMale Hoste! She passed here almost lunonary CONSCiousness was bemg rapxdly -and fundamentally-

“For Bene Madunagu at 75

By Edwin Madunagu

This is a revised and updated version of the tribute I paid the subject five
years ago, on March 21, 2017 when she became 70 years old. Although
she has since then lived largely in retirement and ill-health, she has
nonetheless done a number of things - directly and indirectly, alone and
incombination with others - that now contribute significantly in defin-
ing the essence of her entire adult life. The most significant of these
things” is offered as an Update in the closing paragraphs of this edi-

OUR subject is known officially, especially in the academic
world, as Professor (Mrs) Bene Edwin Madunagu; but in the
Nigerian Leftand in radical and feminist politics within and out-
side the country, she is simply Comrade Bene. In other spheres she
is called Bene, Ben, Mumsy B, Mummy and Auntie Bene. To those
old enough to remember the name she was given at birth, and in-
siston calling her so, she is Benedicta. Her parents, now both dead,
were from Afah&-Essang in Abak Local Government Area of Akwa
Ibom State of Nigeria. She had her secondary education at Uyo,
Higher Secondaryin Lagos and University education inlagosand
Ibadan. Her working experience-mainly. research and teachx ng-
has largely been in the University of Calabar.

Bene Madunagu, who turns 7500 Monday, Marcth 2022, isvar-

iousfy described as a feminist, a human rights activist, a human-
ist, a scholar and teacher, a democrat, a Nigerian patriot, an

mtemauonahst, etc. Sheisall these, and more. Essentially, how-

 ever, Bene has been and remains a socialist revolutionaryanda

~ Marxist. Beyond this general statement [ also confirm that Bene

and [ have constituted a revolutionary cell in the Nigerian Left
since January 1975 during the popular struggle against General

- whythmmbate:sbéund tohaveacharacterthat may, in part, ap-

Afangrde), was a graduate student of Botany residing in the Main
~ Campus’ Fernale Hostel. I, Edwin Madunagu, wasa graduace stu-
_ dent of Mathematics residing in the Main Campus” Male Hostel.

o Faculty of Science where:

‘Olu Adebayo and Comrade Jonathan [honde:
1974, Bene and T had joined the revolurionary Marxist cAnti-Poverty
Yakubu Gowon's military dictatorship. This statement explains Movement of ngena (APMON) and could address om‘selves and. 1

- were addressed as reva!utzonary socialists, Marxists and commu-
. niists. Our key “idols” in APMON at the time we joined the organi-*

sation included Comrade Tony Enguru

a design of history. As if also by design,
mgrapxdrevo]uﬂonarytransfonnauon Putdifferently

unfailingly - at least four times every day between Monday and
Friday, and sometimes as many times on Saturday. This routine
was also noticed on some §xmdays whenever, as | leamnt later, she
was conducting experiments in her Eaboratory that needed close
monitoring.

I took note of her goings and comings. My friends knew this and
helped me to take note whenever | was unable to do so, and re-
ported to me accordingly at the earliest opportunity! That was be-
fore our “fateful encounter.” Bene was unaware of both this
observation and the fact that itwas the firstimpression she made
on me -a powerful impression of commitment and discipline at
a time my consciousness was undergoing a rapid revolutionary
transformaton!

Early thatyear, 1973, the Postgraduate Students’ Assocmnon (PSA)
ofthe University of Lagos was formed. In the election that followed
the inauguration, Barrister Ayeki became President; |, Edwin
Madunagu, became Secretary; and Benedicta Afangide became
Treasurer. This girl, with whom I had had no previous contact

whatsoever, supported my candidature almost militantdy;and for

reasons that <an be inferred from what 1 have said so far, | equally

- supported her nomination militantly. Our relauoﬁship had be-
- gun-on a political foundation! The other dimensions of the re-
lationship-the ideological, the intellectual, the personal and the
passionate - were to develop later: rapidly, I would say.
Later, but stifl in 1973, lintroduced Bene to two non-campus left- -

ist groups - Nigerian Youth Action. Comumittee (NYAC) and Soci-
erinciuded

ety for Progress (SOPRO). The leadershxp ofthe:

Comrade Charles Akinde and thatofthe latter mclu dComrade
By the middie of

beand Comrade Gbolaga

1 had become lovers, in addition to being fnends and comrades

- We got married two years later,
* Now, let this point be made clearer and more explxcit, Though

_ introduced Bene to socialism and radical politics following our .

| _fmebostel where| resided, the hostel where Beneresided and the
‘Bene and | were students were  entry into the Postgraduate Students’ Association, University of

,..1agos,in1973, my own consciousnesswas at that stage undergo- - T ge e e
, Iy TEVO- - Madzmaguwmteﬁomcmabm Nigeria‘;&f-'? e

' "*dthm mese protests, in‘jan

cransformed as 1 was introducing Bene to socialism and radica
litics. It can therefore be proposed, and 1 do propose that Bene
and I moved into explicitdy revolutionary consciousness — away
from mere radical consciousness-together; and, Iwould add, we
moved together through the insurumentality of the same set of
critical events and experiences.
The “critical events and experiences” being referred to include
relatively mild protests in which we both participated between
1973 and 1975 as students over several issues - existentialand po-
liticak: the 1973 Nigerian students’ protests against the character .
and specific contents of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) -
programme as it was being introduced by the military govern-
ment of General Yakubu Gowon (it was during these proteststhat
we met Comrade Ola Oni}; protests over the Arab-Israeli War of
October 1973 - protests in which Bene and | dramatcally moved
from pro-Israeli to pro-Palestinian positions through the radical
intervennon and unrelenting challenge of Comrade Tony Eng:u-
rube. : G
Also included in the “critical events and experiences” of this pe- =
riod were the 1974{75 protests over the federal governments na-
tional workers’ wage reviews (Udoji Awards), protests against ©
Gowon administration’s increasing pofitical intolerance, cor-
ruption and what Chief Obafemi Awolowo used to call “tenacity
ofoffice”, thatis dxsposmon to remaininoffice indefinitely.ltwas
jary 1975, thatiwas ﬁrstdetamed oV

edherse{fas a revolummaly -0

:ithead{mranon and commendatxbnof mans‘r" comrades andcom-

-patriots, including Gani Fawehinmi, Babatunde Kuye (Babs 1(),
i Femi Olufokunbi and students ofthe Umvemtyoﬂ_agw i;’” =5
i .Evelypoimca} hxstoryhasxts significantdates, landmarksOr (I &
_ing points.In Nigeria's political history, forinstance, landmarks . ™
-would include Octoberl, 1960, January 15,1966, july 29,1966 May St
30,1967 and January 15,1970, Likewise, in every painstaking re-
_search of the Post-Civil War history of the Nigerian Left, Christras

. Day, December 25,1975 and August 6, 1977 will be listed among
Tandmarks On the first date (1975), in Lagos, the Anti-Poverty

- Movementof Nigeria(APMON) held arevolutionary nedayCon—;e
gressandon thesecond date (1977), in Calabar, theCalabar Group :
-.of Socialists (CGS) was formed. B '
hosted both meetings. Sh
~heavy responsibilities.

To be oantmued tomorrow



For Bene Madunagu at75 (2)

By Edwin Madunagu

IT_""’as in Lagos, on Christmas Day, 1975 that a number of young Nige-
rians, including Bene, Comrade Biodun Jeyifo (B]) and myself re-
solved and committed themselves to the revolutionary
transformation of Nigeria on the platform of workers’ power, popu-
lar democracy and socialism. Through monumental sacrifices and
exemplary acts of courage and commitment - the results of which
~are nearly always credited to other people and entities, on account
* of the covert nature of most of our activities - Bene has remained
faithful to the 1975 Lagos landmark resolution and its 1977 landmark

« - reendorsementin Calabar. .
= = When Bene turned 60 on March 21,2007, Comrade Professor Biodun
" Jeyifo(B])wrote a tribute, For Bene Madunagu at 60, which was pub-
-+ lishedinThe Guardian of April 11, 2007.In the second paragraph of the
~ long tribute, B said: “If it is undeniable that part of the identity of
- " Beneé Madunagu derives from the fact that she is the wife of Eddie

. Madunagu, it is equally true that Bene stands so completely in her .
$58 areas of life thatone canequally say -

.= ownshoesand in so manydiversea

i thatEddie Madunaguderives partof his identity from being the hus-
‘-~ band of Bene. I shall come back to this point

. . cant details of the life of this most selfless, most dedicated and
. lifeaffirming of the activists of my generation..." SRESTE
" Thisinsightcanbe extended,

o sub periods of the 42year period (1975-2022), Bene and I would have

. Leftsufleringserious setbacks-if Bene had not possessed the atrib-
. = uteshighlighted by B],
.+~ herownshoes",orifshe

had justbeensharing myshoes asloverand

&

~ entOsunState;April-

‘ O e e o e ey . ofCalabarThat simeyear dhédeiberesihier naguialLecuire S Fro-
Sl sraene s el me s arasu e e > fessorc Botany on PlancHumian Reladonships. The following year,
(Awum}wasmuzﬁeredinheroﬂicm residence on the campus;  in 2013, she also retired formally from all executive positions - in-

_ versity of Calabar branch ofthe Academic Staff Union of Universities.

CEVPFTTF T B ritapdor v o7 i

nt physically destroyed or politically liquidated -with the Nigerian

onths of General Gowonl's regime; June 1976 -May 1977during * i aced were theyears Bene joi SYS LN
o i ety ar e e e orfotiunded
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- of General Ibrahim Babangida; 19971998 when, for unknown rea- (GP1) Nigeria, a girls' and young wormien's empowermienit organiz - on ssvesaloceasions to semevnbe,

SOI}S,Genizra]I Aba‘:h%’smﬁw apparatuses turned their attention . - Lot me at this
- grammes in Calabar; and about mid-2006, during President Oluse- - of the relationship between Bene and myself: compatibility, com-

~ gunObasanjo'sadministration, when the silent state harassmentof -

In 2 number of the crises that characterised each of these seven sub
periods Bene confronted and corrected my tactical errors, bore the
sacrifices dictated by them and took brilliant, courageous and heroic
steps that ultimately led to near-realization of our original strategic
abjectives.

One final point that I need to state here very clearly - for history - is
that the “crises” to which I refer in the preceding paragraph were
quite serious, very serious. The only hint I can permit myself to pro-
vide here and now about the seriousness is that at certain periods of
our history, including the second half of the 1970s, our movement
was “highly mobilised”. Correcting tactical errors in a “highly mo-
bilised” revolutionary movement engaged in battle as Bene did - not
once, not twice-was, toputitm ildly, doubly risky and heroic. At cer-

 tain points of our engagements our organisation came close to being
liquidated or at least beheaded. Aside from the extraordinary revo-
Jutionary engagement of 1976-1977, the closest we came to this
tragedy was during the national Ali-Must-Go students’ protests of
April-August 1978. Bene saved the day- although 1was in command!
Organisations and institutions in which Bene belongs or belonged
and onwhose platforms she has been, orwasactve-up toleadership

4 WS- jevels - may be classified broadly into five: academic, professional,
but first, a fewsignifi- o0 ar democratic, sociopolitical and revolutionary. The first four
TeicaiEL SN areinthepublic domain and may therefore be skipped. Formations
et il 1 the ith catepory, the (evahutionay, My he Hsted,in Pack Maen
.~ directions. But this cannotbe donein full hereand now.1shall there- -
' fore limit myself to the following statement: In any of at least seven

_ian Youth Action Committee (NYAC)(1973), Society for Progress (SO-
PRO) (1974); Anti-Poverty Movement of Nigeria (APMON) {1974);
Revolutionary Movement for the Liberation of Nigeria (REMLON)

- (1976); Calabar Group of Socialists (CGS) (1977); Democratic Action

5 (Coglnmémm(%?cow »(19?3)~:"—1M6v¢mnt for Peoples Democracy -
backs -1t Bene. ssed theattrib- - (mppy) (1977); Directorate for Literacy (DL) (1986); Socialist Revolu-
if she had not been standing “completely I ionary Vanguard (1989); Congress of Popular Democracy (CPD)
happened to be Leftist-feminist, include Women-in-Nige-

June 1978 during the national Ali-MustGo stu=" 3

-tion she cofounded in1993/1994. -

popular-democratic formations .

ria (WIN)(1982) and Girls’ Power Initiative (GP1) (1994). The years in-

them, ..+ -

On attaining the age of 65 in 2012, Bene Madunagu - chis bundle of

* humour, warmith and kindness- retired formally from the University

- o

ntisohteandundedinethreemtegralmﬁbutes

plementarity and love. The first two attributes are necessary ~and,
*indeed, irreducible - for a cell in a revolutionary movement. Buta
_revolutionary cell which, in addition, is endowed with internaliove -~ -

P S
T e
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- organization

has an added advantage of high degree. Bene and I have constituted

such a cell in the Nigerian Left since 1975. ;
The contents of this revolutionary union of Bene and myself have in-

llowing: All major decisions in our organisational. po-
Sl i o : | financial and family lives since1975

litical, professional, occupational, ‘ .
have been taken together and executed together - sometimes with

one person above ground and the : ,
we creatively follow the revolutionary dictum:“March Sepam‘ieb';bm R
strike together - agreeing on where to strike and when to strike™ -
~ Beyond this, everything that can be called property (which,exclud-
ing literary acquisition, is very limited) is collectively owned inarev
olutionary sense (that is, with individual authority to use or deploy)
~but with the formal ownership res _
labour, where this is inevitable, also follows the revolutionary prin-
ciples that are continually moderated by our1978 decision to have
onejoint footin the existing bourgeols society,and the other outside
- of it-a dualitythat,under our subsisting | m
- inevitable in the life of a genuine revolutionary, individual orcell.
An essential Update: T have searched
‘have called Update, that is, Bene’s
since I wrote the first edition of this1 5
“nally settled on the Introduction to the 2021 book, Edwin Madunagu

_ rade Chido Onumah. The relevant part goes like this:

15, 2021 -the 75¢h birthday of Edwin IkechukwuMadunagu (Eddie, to

_“This publicadon is the outcome of the conference that held on May

. ference was(1)there

- of Comrades Eddie and Bene to*Marxism, socialist revolution in Nige-

_the decision by C

- ~bined Archives:

~ “Following this

- chaired by Comrade Professor Biodun Jeyifo was established tomai
- age the Combined Archives and Libraries on behalfand in the name .
_oftheNigerian Left. In the monthssinc eren
- Combined Archives and Libraries of

~ Madunagu have morphed

ethe May 2021 conference, the
Edwin Madunagu and Bene

 libraryjarchives not just for the Nigerian Left
~ dents,academics,and thepublic” - =
_ Eveninillhealth Comfade Bene Madunagu

e

but for researchers, stu-
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other underground. Sometimes .. pUtai

iding with Bene. Division of .

historical circumstances,is ’
around and reflected onwhat I S
life in retirement and ilthealth
tribute fiveyearsago, in2017.1%  «

~ at 75: Tributes and Reflection edited, introduced and put out by Com- - f:\ e

~ comrades, friends, and associates). Two of the highlights of the con- - -
ffirmation of the longstanding commitment

and world-wide and to revolutionary internationalism,” and 2) - ©

Comrades Eddie and Bene to transfer their “Com-
esand Libraries” bulltupsince1973,tothe Nigerianieft.
this decision, an 8-member Board of Advisers (BOA), -~
establishedtoman- ..

_ IAR). Work is activelygoing on to make SOLAR a reference

four“Combined Archivesand Libraries” tothe Nigerian -



