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For Jeyifo (B]) and Komolafe (KK)
By Edvin Mg b AL e e

-Iﬂrs {s not a tribute in the usual sense the
word is used and as suggested by the tide
of this piece. Rather, it isan aspect ofa story
that has not been told in full, but which -
have now been persuaded - should, at least,
be elaborated in some areas- for the benefit
of the younger generations of the Nigerian

ity lhave nowseized todo
his | elaboration, January 2020, is the
starcofthe7sthyearofexistence, on earth, of
one of the preeminent characters in that

this pa

story and the 60th *hirth-month” of an ex-
ceptional character in the story. The uajec-

runs through

abar. It then turns in the opposite direction.

A “complete” Sméy»teﬁer would, perhaps,

have remembered that before Lagos there

was an earlier briefencounter atthe Univer-
sity of Ibadan in 1968, during the Civil War,
and would then have suggested that it was

Ibadan 1968 that helped facilitate Lagos1975.

Bethatasitmay, Ithink the story starts
from Lagos. It is the story ofa revolutionary
core of a revolutionary tendency within the
Nigerian Socialist Movement and its larger
family, the Nigerian Left.

The qualification of 1 *and *core”
with the word “revolutionary” should not
just be taken as my style of writing. For,ina
dialectical movernent, a tendency can be
higher or Jower in quality than the average
reading of themovement of which itisa part
andmemmofg::l:g;ndencymayalsobe
lower or higher eaverage reading of
the tendency. When, in meeargrewsos, it
came necessary to give this core a name, we

called it Revolutionary Directorate or RD. As
for scucture: My own reconstruction is that
RD had fullmembers, alternate-full-mem-

bers and associate members. The entire
membership, that is, the aggregate of the
three levels of membership, was never,atany
time, up to 20. But this was not by design.

Ofmembers of RDthatare alive today, Comr

v of mv story starts from lagos (1975 and
o i '%adan,lfe,cde%mga Cal

Madunagu and Comrade Kayode Komolafe
(KK) rose, at different times, from associate
membership to alternate full-membership.
To simplify this narrative, I shall retain the
name RD for this core from the time it was
founded, in mid1970s, although the name
was used only relatively briefly in early
1980s. In the context of this narrative, theal:
ternative name for“core” is "vanguard™ not
justa vanguard buta vanguard in the origk
nal Leninist sense. We shall later in this nar-
rative appreciate what a revolutionary
vanguard is through a peep into the Revo-
lutionary Directorate, RD.

1 think we should move quickly to the at-
tributes of this revolutionary coreandwhat
1 claim as its concrete achievements - lest
some readers, both young and old, start
thinking that it wasa “cult” or, worse still, a
werrorist” formation. Itwas neither. But, be-
fore going into attributes and achieve-
ments, we may complete the identification
we have started: Biodun Jeyifo (11_3(1), a Niger-
ian,anda recentiy re vard professor
of Literature, is the one we have referred to
as “one of the inent characters”. He
began the 75th year of his life on january 5,
2020. Before rising to becomea Harvard pro-
fessor, Bj had been, among other things, a
studentofthe Universityof Ibadananda lec-
turer in that University and at the Obafemi
Awolowo University, formerly the University
of Ife. Kayode Komolafe (KK), alsoa Nigerian,
is the “exceptional character” mentioned
above. He will be 60 years old on january 25,
2020. He is currently the Deputy Managing
Director of ThisDay newspaper and a gradu-
aﬁ?f Biological Sciences, University of Cak
abar.

This piece is not an articulation or evalua
ton of the thoughts, ideas and views of
ComradesB]and KK Itisalsonota record of
their achievements and “exploits” in their
res ve fields, or their atributes and
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to start to do the former, for anyone who

ggars, BJ has written a full-page weekly col-

ummn,
Nation on Sunday for several years now.

fore then the column ran for a couple

yearsin The Guardian on Sunday. KK, on the washeadquanemdinlbadan,and,forabng
other hand, has run a fulkpage weekly
vednesday) column, New Horizon, on the dents' movement). R
Day for several years. Before  revolutionary conscien

thén he hadworked inThe Guardianand Ne-  and other rural

tional Concord newspapers where he re- stuewching
ported news and Wrote COmmentaries.As for and Oghomosho(in one directionjand tolte,
their individual achievementsand qualities  Ifetedoand Okeigbo(ina
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r columns which have run for s

the Talakawa Liberation Herald in The

of dents’ movemnent {In {757

time, t wasthevan

“achievements”. Research will uncover Sev-
wishes to do so,istoapproach theirnewspa-  eral of the details and instances. The areas’
everal would include the active participation inthe
strengthe :
development of a post-Civil War revolution-
Be- ary,Marxist formation in the Ni rian stu-

ning of the foundations and early

& the formation

rd of the national siu-
followed thiswiththe
tisation of peasants
pulations in an area
from OdeOmu 10 Oogi, Ede, Oy0
nother direction)-
ria - between june

ou also need not go beyond the Nigerian  all in South Western Nige
This revolutionary Consci-

comrade Biodun Jeyifo (B]) had, in his col-

umn of December 1, 2019, mentioned our his-
toric (even fateful) meeting in Lagos in the
mid-1970s. He placed the deCisive meetm%xg
December 1974, but 1am placing it in

cember 1975. We are however in agree
that itwasin themonth of December. Specif-

ment

ically, it was on Christmas Day of 1975. 1
emerged from the meeting confirmed or re-
elected as ofa revolutionary Marx-
ist formation, the Anti-Poverty Movement of
Ni (APMON)and he emerged asthe new
itor-in-Chief of our journal, The People’s
Cause, Itwill be correct to say either thatthe
foundation of RDwas laid on that day or, in-
deed, that RDwas formed on that day. At in-
ception, the entire membership of RD was
two:Bjand £ In retrospect,and taking
a long view of history, it can be said that the
r-month “extraordi engagement” in
Ode-Omuyife axis from mid-1976 to mid-1977

wasa school for RD-in addition towhatever

else the engagementwas.

Comingto
and more appropriate o

Must Go™ students’ pro

RD achieved, itwill be safer
of “areas of

y
media-in the first instance. Thispiece,aswe  1976and May1977.

earliersaid, is an aspectofthe story ofarevo-  entisation was acore element of the “extra-

lutionarycore ofa revolutionarytendency in  ordinary engagement” of 1976{77.
camethe“Ali

the Nigerian Socialist Movement and the
Nigerian Left.

Afterthe rural conscientsaton
test of 1978 and its ak-

rermathy; the radicalization ofAcademic Staff
Union of Universities {ASUU) in the early
19808 (dm;g% which B] became National
President) and - since then- the continuous
struggle withinitand by it; the formation, on
revolutionary foundations, of the Nationai
Association of Nigerian Students {NANS)
about the time of ASUU's radicalisation; the
longstruggle that began with our reaction to
the murder of Comrade Ingrid Essien-Obot,
the German-born Secretary of the University
of Calabar branch of ASUU in April 1981 and
continued for more than 12 months. In the
course ofthatoffensive, RDwageda hard, but
successful battle to have Comrade Bene suc-
ceed Comrade Ingrid, through a popular
vote, asASUU Secretary.
Comrade In at the ime of her mur-
der, an associate member of RD, and it was
during the struggle over her death that KK
rose from the General Secretary of the uni-
versity’s Marxist students’ formation, the
Movement for Progressive Nigeria (MPN), to
its President.
To Be Continued Tomorrow.

landmark engagements” rather than




o N my assessmm XK was oneaf the most aewzreiy tested
Haswell as one of themost successful revolutionar

- "‘-.1;?'%'19805;3;;

ofc frse;hewasa}mmeof zixemosts. Jes:

i a ag fvf"f;,ugh&.ﬁﬁ mercial driver goingtols
 gosthrough Ife, and passing &magh theﬁ'mtoi‘thevw
23 fomty gaw me sealed letter contained just one short

- sentence: “ComradeStar is dead”. whenai got thenote, he
- did exacﬂywhatl xpected him to do: jump into his Voik-
: nBeetiecarandstart “racing” to Calabar. But he was
| cm; ised: he could not rerpember if “Comrade Star” was
- Bene, my spouse, or Ingrid. He oniy knew who had dwd
- when hearrived inCalabar]
SRS DTV hndnmrkﬂigagmts”mddmcinde
- the1982deploymentofsome RD Membersinicyotionary
stmggie outside our ‘borders but within the West African re-
~ - glon; the mg%fe both within and around the Political Bu-
:eau (1986/1 s the "]unen politcal struggle (1993); the
struggle in and hytheN niabourMomenvﬁrst,in ~
- the early 19805 against erian state under a civilian
Hesidem;SImhu stxagariand between mid-1980s and
the. dictatorship; and the longand
' s o unite the Nigerian Le& and establish
tmmedremmﬁomry tdon.
Directm‘ate(RD).asavanguard was aself
less segment of the Nigerian Socialist Movement and the

- of the Nigerian students’ movement in the firstha {gf&e i

Nfgezian Left. it soughtto defend, uniteand invigorate the
mwemem and, insodoing, expand the frontiers of revolu-

id popular struggles in Nigeria{and deyond). But
{3 zmednar assertedits role Itdid notaim at be-

salt egc;latoz"ofrewiuﬁanazymaémw

force tdid not “use” anyone - cor
compaznotnrﬁmtw}dm'k iy assun 'mnchmomseif«
less-and often more “dan m:s" - tasks than the average,
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segmentsofthe tionthatsufferspedficorgenemaiop-
gmgrszziem engaggzpjkihwsmmcr&m informationand
documentation and bu’fij ing institutions and centres for
this engagement; uniting organisations of populardemoc-
ratic struggle across the cmmtry' supporting and learning
fmm mvehrtionam xcialist, pop Mﬁmﬁc an(}_e:m ‘

_ but limited its individual personal consumption to the av- f veisthe selfliberation

erage, or below the average. RD understood that its effec-
tiveness depende in part, on its selflessness and ability to
remain “faceless”.

lfany memberof Rn found herself orhxmse}f inan official
posiaon in a populardemocratic formation or even in a
¥ private institution, sucha member regarded the po-
sitior asa revolutionary posting and herfhis official duties
simply as asetof minimum demandson heror histime, en-
ergy and resources. Beyond that minimum liesa limitless
field. In certain periods, any material or non-material enti-
tlementsofan mmmmd ﬁweMgs of an aver-
agewozkerwenttokn d, in these periods, RD
mented with complete ornear<complete collectiviza-
_ tion of material resources, revolutionary duties and house-
work {when we weren 2 rural commune). I learnt how to
take complete care of babies in RD, waix; the babies of other
comrades. Of course, those former babies are nowparents
The a ate agenda of RD over the years included:
ing RDand itscapacityto ensureminimmncon—

tixmity and expansion of popular-democratic
across the oounayataﬂtim&c; expanding alliances, ab

- oration and networking in the national movement of so-

clalismand popular democracy; expandin
populardemocratic,em entand soc%alist education
among the toiling and working masses and all strata and

The most anxﬁeus mammts in the‘ iife of'ai) 'whxch aisa
recorded the most serious internal crises imiude thosethat

occurred in the 1976/1977 "extraordinary engagement”; the
mmﬂa&zdepbymmtmmmeﬂmm; erof Ingrid;the
1982 deployment outside Nigerian borders; my fon:ed exit

fromthePolitical Bureauin Pecember9g6and my

like forced (though brief) reentry in early }ammy, 1987*61&

2010 discussions on the need to deal with the iegacyo

extraordinary engagement”, or to “settle accounts” with
leg acy - to borrow Karl Marx's language; and, not long

agoig's anger that F'wasbecoming too sentimental over his

Oftthese “anxious moments”, themostserious were thetwo
major crises thattook aceduﬁngﬁze"emaor&my en-
gagement”. The first crisis led to my arrest and detention by

Mycomra desandﬁzesecondle&tcthedispemaid thecom-
mune{asconstituted jafterwe avoiged wining out

ourselves, The main cause of these crises, | can n&;f
was that we could not, in practice, consolidate our organi-
zation and programimeat the level of our revolutionary ide-

To be contined tomorrow
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For Jeyifo (B])and Komolafe (KK)(3)

By Edwin Madunagu
IN }anuaxy 2016 when Biodun Jeyifo “clocked” 70 years, a
big 2-day seminar was held in his honour at the Obafemi
Awolowo University (QAU). A book, Ogun s Errant Warrior:
CelebmtmgBiadun Jeyifo at 70, later emerged from the pa-
pers presented at the seminar. My own paper, Blodun Jeylfo
tn the Struggle for the Revolutionary Transformation of the
- Nigerian Soctety is Chapter 5 (pages 46-75) of the 17chapter,
 300-page publication put out by Kmft Books Limited,
Ibadan. That paper, which has also been published in my
- bookThe NigerianLeft: Introduaion to History (For EskorToyo
‘andBiodun jeyfjb ), is both aconcentra:ed fraction ofthe RD
swxythatasyettobetoldm fulland a personal tribute to B.
1 refer readers to thes -.nvo;pubhcations and to a ribute,
Sa&rtmgﬂmeﬁadmaga at7o, written by meand pubhshed
{in The Guardtan of March 21 and 22, 2017. With these refer-
ences as background, I shall end ‘my narrative with a
ghmpsea:tbe malqngofan exceptxomk revolunonaly Left—

istcadre, :

Commge Kayode Kom olafe (KK) was. bom on Januaxy 25
1960 in Igbara-Oke, then in the old Western Region, but
‘now in Ondo State. After his primary and secondary edu-
cation at home he was admitted into the University of Cal-
abar in the last quarter of 1978, at the age of 18, to study
Biological Sciences. He came in as a full-time and resident
student. He entered Calabar the same month my comrade-
spouse, Bene Madunagu, and I were dismissed from the
university by the military regime of General Olusegun

- Obasanjo.Itdid not takelong for the Radical Movementon
the campus and, through it, the Socialist Movement in Cal-
abar to identify him as a rising radical democrat. We soon
learnt that his radicalization started before he got to Cal-

abar. He had more dmn a fazrknmvledge for Ins age and

level of formal education - ofwhat was happening in Nige-
ria, in the Nigerian Leftand in Calabar.

Kayode Komolafe soon got admitted into the Movement
for Progressive Nigeria {MPN) which was then the leading
Leftist students' formation inthe university. From there, he
moved to the Calabar Group of Socialists (CGS)and a revo-
lutionary tendency within it- the Democratic Action Com-
mittee (DACOM). As  expected, the Revolutionary
Directorate(RD)also nonced him.ltwasa rapid movement
demanded by the situation in Nigeria and the battles the
Nigerian Leftand its various segments, including those in
Calabar, were waging against the military dictatorship. In
that type of situationeveryexceptionally bright and coura-
geous Leftistenthusiast-especially averyyoung one-must
be grabbed with both hands. The movement grabbed rhe
then smallish, shy, intelligent, humble, kind and generous
Kayode Komolafe whose “staying power” was striking, His
youngcomrades and lcompatriots first called him “Komo!”
and then “KK”. The movement followed their lead. =

In summary and for the record: KK ;omed the organized
Leftist movement in Nigeria in 1979, at the age 19 but ap-
proaching 20. By the end of 1980 he haci become a leading
member and General Secretary of MPN. The latter linked
him to the natjonal students’ movement which was then
labormg toform a new organization, the National Associa-
tion of Nigerian Students (NANS). He also soon became a
leading activist of DACOM, and a member of the Calabar
Group of Socialists (CGS} Bythe time Ingrid Essien-Obotwas
murdered in Calabar in April 1981 KK had become a “friend”
of RD; and between his final degree examination in mid-
1982, and the fourth quarter of that year when he moved o
Takum in then Gongola state, but now in Taraba State, for

his national youth service, Kayode Komolafe {KK)was out
side Nigeria on a revolutionary assignment.

At a point in this foreign assignment, KK's family back
home in Tgbara-Oke became worried that their son had not
come back home to prepare for his national service. They
therefore senthisyounger brother, Gbenga, tocometoCak
abarto find outwhat was happenmg, or rather to confirm
his safety. Gbenga naturally came to me and Bene. But we,
ourselves, were becoming worried. We, however, confi
denﬁytcldmeyoungman to return home, that his brother
had gone to Lagos to SOIt out some official matters and

would be arriving Igbara-Oke inthree days. We did not give

him any reason to suspect not just thathisbrother wasoue
side Nigeria butthatwe had had nocontactwith him since
heleft Calabarabour twoweekseariier! Tocutalmgsmw
short, KK returned to Calabar the day after Gbenga's de-
pall;tuure , gave his repart, went to lgbara—()ke and then to
Takum
mDe:emberzgaz BeneMadunaguand Ipaidavisittol(ay«
ode Komolafe (KK) in Takumwhere hewas serving. Inrhe
second halfof1983 he finished hisservice and movedto La
gos with a “stop” at Ife to see Biodun Jeyifo (B]). KX later
joined The Guardianin Lagos.ln late 1983, Bene moved from
Caiabar o Ibadan to complete her Ph.D programme. 1 1y
selflater leftCalabar for IfejIbadan, then to Lagosto join The

Guardian. By mid-1985 RD had reconstituted and moved its

headquarters from Calabartoife. = .

To conclude: What is the current status of RD and what
does it do now? The answer to this question will necessar
ily include a general, even if tentative self-assessment of a

45-year engagement. This will have to wait for another op
portunity. Then, [ hope, it will be possible to say more on
the exnaordmary engagement” and “rural Conscientisa-
tion” 0f1976/1977. .

Concluded.



