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For cornrade lames Crentsil
Byfrfu,ftfffimagr
r r rfIEhI my rnoblle tdeptrore rar tg arourd
Y V tpa arir on Wed neslte* Aprtl ti, zGIo, I

knew, befone &eldng *t whatneucsl would
redrae tre qipi*I,at tlie mfimSty of qhbar
Teadrlrrg I{osdEaI (tffiH} of ;amis lOlatmle
Kwamebentsll, pop ularly known as Com-
nrde farrree Crerrdl In and ouslde Celabar
arrl in and omstde the Nlgrr,ran Sodal&t
IdfrrenrefiL He dted ac fire agr cf 63, a unkte
r*embr,r of *e set tf classtcal "radre*' or

vidinn llne between the Bolstrcn'ihs end the
uenslevths tn the Russian Maffist rerolu

lryErres of urob'rliaationandadrnission trat aryurgrement. IyrthisintqEltisfrlh€latter
ehenactentedthe ffrstdecadeof thegmu$s was domfnang the la*er took predence
edrtence.Thenrerres Indudedtte'AliMust orer$re forrner
f#'studerss'protes[oftgtsrtrecdebradon I shall reutrn to the atulbute sk***ri
of Zlrnbahre's tndependence (rgaO), Bre above beceuse *ret was Cornrade lames'
Ir*yggg*nenal srtXe,trefsrsrdrUonirf $re definirry ctraraceras e reltduUvnaryseciai-
Natronal-Dernocradc Mwernent {*galrrse he Buq in the rnsandm*, I propose tlut fus"'
fascisrn) {I$EI } lndft Cornrade I}iIn Fashina as the Nigglan Ieft and, Hlovlng fq the Cei-
as a prunrineut frurtline rrrabili*ra5rd or- aber Group of Soctallxts had 'organic iilEEB-
gasiaeqtl-E NaEff!*lBdiEceIDehafetr$6), tectrlelf iithe sense qfAntoEto Grarnsci-a
tre brmationnfGteCnrssRlverStet*besed phenoraenonfroungrulreftf$slus$ftabB cd-
Directorate for titerecy (OL) and Calahrr- Ebme-the$gBrtenleftardCelaher6roup'
badCltizensforComrnunltyAcdan(C[:$ of Soclxlrsts a]so had *organic gfe.ssnx]ts
{r9a' } and the ftrrnatlon of file Iebour teaderf, ofwhomf-ornradefarneseenu1l
nafi-rr(rgsg} wtr a shtnlng exarnple. Ttrus, Cornrade
At the fi.rne Comrade fames Cnentstl ceme |amesCrenstltwurkshopasaprtnter ln Cd-
inm ihe ltigerian $ciallsc McrremenE ahar became a Wectgl, br.rt popular opeia-
thmughdle,CalaharCroup of SodalfstsBrs do$,a} headquerbrq of all iendenci*S a:.tC
iartr hd trarrftxrned hom a unitary for- subformations of Gre Calakr Group t*' S*-
rnatron gwuned by &e X.€ntnisr prtnOpte drtsrs *nd ali spheres af our p*pmtar-**-
of *dernsratlc mntrallmr'to 3, fcrrnadan mmatic s{rt4gle tn$ihic}r St*"grassrut:i5'
re*erubltng lrlrgoslavia s ruItng m/otrutlon- were introlved And Comrade James tftxlffEt'-
ary party under Comrade Fresldent Broa rernained ttre ptrysicd controiier af Si.r
Tlttt, Srudents of {le hlstory of sodaltsr-re* headquarters frorn *re late 198os untii he
oiutloruwlll recall thatthe stn"rcnneof the died mffi*fprft zoee.
Xtgwlnlparty-fonbetterorbrworss-r* tAlhes I returned to Calabar frogra The
fleaed(orwas reflecrcdby]'r1ryofulda'sfe6 Cuardlaxr,tagsInsepternbert s4r Inatlcsd
erallsrn and federal sate strucmm- The dlarmrreof dEoldercomrdc,including
transbrrnxion of the Calabar Grou;tr e rry Eporse, BerE and Bestry EkpD Basmjr re"
product of its onrn *eartrshakingl irnttrrtal ferred to, ard halled Comn&larm Crents'i
struggh betreen late ISII? and early lII?8e as 'Baba Isrle', a Yourtr mcbcultnrd tsrr:
was In two directions - panly _resernbltng whtclr Irnayglvearnodernpo[ficattranda-
trc f'Upsl,ar erpertrnenc a shlft fuorn'unl don:'gRssrmts leadef orlnssmtssod'
tadsm'to'federallsrn' and a sigdficant re frilrer'. Ra$rer ttrrn ask for orplanaUon, I
laxatlon of the categdcal dernands on decfded towatch and see.I knar, to begln
cedresand'foot*oldlert'. wtrh,thatthecomradescould notslmptybe
The untquenessofComrdelamesGerltsil atludtng to Corr!f,rde lamed lagcdtuna
tn dtls uansforrudon wasr ftrst, Sut he mDred parental o{glu. Slrdr dhrston B] ru]-
chqte to be ard rernain a cadre of fte CaL donal ormturtc orlgtnswmldbesmnge tu
abarGroup of Socialins asawtple rafrter ttreCalaharGroupofsmlahstsandwangu
dran trat of one or a combinatbn of some sdlt ln older corra&s. It dd not ErkE long
of thetrarbus mlcroterdendesandsntb{or- furmcto con0rrntrettknerne*BabnIsa}e'
rnafunsof theGroup; and,secondly, fiathe glven tolames br rnenrberr oftheddcuad
also chm to remaln a cdre or 'foot-so[- rderred rclhts saatureed rde ixr ur€ ofmr
dlet, ltn &€ odglml lenlntst seun d cur mmrcspectedande&ctircgrssm[Etrp
phe tnregr:tdon of labour frr persoael HltserstnCalahr
rtreertel $Etenance and unpeld work as
'cadre' or'bo{.eoldier' of ttn retmludm fiebecmdruredtorffiiulrr,

donagr rnorrernenr. Be thates tt rnag ltwe.r
the Eolshevtks, dre Ecflorr le,d byVladimtr
Lent& wht ch advocaEd cedr*prrty frrrne
dorrar:d acaral$ fmrnedone, ttarwos frie
debre drmugh lcs leadershipaf Sr* rgrZ *

This trrirr.disagrmnEntwes the main dl

cialigB*roludon
In a cedr+party errery membeq, male or f+

rrale, )ffiung sr d4, Itig:h, ar
'cadreo ora'foot-soldi€r' rtf fit

Iuq was a
Ieast lnda

toor-sddkrs' *f tlx post cl vlt $er celaber
sclallst hrnaen fte grlqql andparf c*
Iar rneanlrgs of these Icf &ffnlng ternu *
"cadre', "kot-Solder', tlasstcal* and

deflnlus acttox.kred aslgnrnerrt- ln addF
tlon to the gpuerel rcqpofslblltses of party
memberstrlp. Tlre Cahbar Group of Socla}
lsts (CGS) fumred tnArryust lffi-lusrHke
r}reilnt}mryerty lilorrement d l{Eerta (4F
MfiN) and rlre Remlucionery }ttrvement for
tlre Uberatr{rn of Nigeria (RB{Ig[tI) wfrich E

surdvlns rne'rnbrs of the Old Csard of the
Mgerlan* Irlft, Comrade fames Creats[
though liounger tlnn ouravrerAgg age, had
been Agfngand alHugforqutte lotne tlnae
Iong be{ore the pr,esentpanCeml c
*udents of hlstory of np&m revolutfons

wIII recall ftatat the bffilnrdrg of the ao*

rnendonad in ffiy tribute to, BI altq lil{ in tsrr
uary afflfr *was a grand*reir of tlrls espsct
of Lentntsn In its dardoprn€nt Stmugh the
docedes tre CalabarGroup of Sociallsts heti
toshed rcrne of tts orlglnal attrlbutes Bilt lt
reralned $omg and pantyrealned a perttc-
ular oner *te cadrcshlp {or'foot-sotdle4f}
phenornenon Chrr departed compauloq
Com.rade ]ames Crentsil, was aqeloqulnt
smtementand unique qgmbol of ftar ph+

cennr){,
aroceln

a flerre dehate on party formailon
the cornrnunltks of exlled Manrlst

nornenorL
Put slmplyand direcd5r For rnore ftar 35

yeaI5andwtth hls bese tn Calabe{, &mrade
Iarnes Crrncsll remalned a mnsbrenq self
less, frontl ine and Indeed untgue'cadre"
and Tootsoldtef of &e Nlgerian l.eft and
the Calabar GrouP of SocIaBs. He was
unlque tn frre sense dtater kast in &elasr
decade of ha U& fE remained vlrnnty
alone tn dre rotre ourhistory hd daced hlrn
and wfrldr he netrlrer regrered nor b*
rayed
Cornrade Iarnes Crentstl tvas not afound*

don rnernber of the Calaber Gmup of 5&
clallsts. Ttre foundadon members of dte
gloup included Eskor Toyo,

Bass€yEAo
Ebony Oba,

B€neMadtmiglr, Basseyrrtssim
Gentstl wisadr:nlued

retolutlonarks
Rrsslanextlestn
Ihe debae wixi aould dremostapproprlate
tlpe of orgarrbadort th-at was &rnarded by
6n sdaIIA rarctrdon that uas geneally tF
lhied to be fut approactdqg. The sertots
drolce wi$ bet$€en a "rnass parqf and a
'cadre parqf - a mlUtarytpe- formatlon, ln
oncpt anit tn operaoon. of course, dpse
wert ipproornattors becaust there tt€re
"cadres' ln mass partts and mass panld-
parrs tn cadre partyactMB. But r,rre ae talk'
ins of essdles, n, fes ard methods
Another cnEtal deb*e wiu$ on dre 0rststep

tn dre sodatfst r$oludon and theexact the
orcdcal ctraraaerlzadon of *rat flst step

ln Euro1rc, pardadartY the
central and wesem Europe.

Iraard myrlf.larnes
rn rhs ftrst half of Src tlBoslnoneof rheblg

nrunrgsdfoinng @suargie* $tigerie fgwr*ian*ieFda S c8rlap?g.!fi l?*Sgarffiprls
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