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Girls,
A welcome

Ccntres &
unniversury

Protocols
t is with immense joy and
immeasLtrable pleasure that I
havc the honour on behalf of(iirls' I)or,vcr Initiative (Gpl) and

rn1,scll, trl rvelcorne yoLr, all very
distirrguishcd guests, colleagues,
l'ricnds. (;l)l graduates, Gpl
graduands. G[rl girls at the centres
arncl ourtrcnch schools irr Cross River
Statc. Akrva ltronr, Edo and Delta
stiltcs. ttl this occasion of our 8th
grlrd uaI i()n cct'cntony. organ ised to
coirre idc rvith thc l0 years of GPI
cxpcr"ie nccs rv'ith girls, parents, other

nctwrlrks and institutions in
Ni

W rerr irr .f trlr, 1993 u,e gathered

u,itlt rt inc ittlolcsccnt girls in Calabar

alrcl sir in llcnin-City to start this

pr'()ccss tll' hrtttran sexuality
educltt itltt. ltttltlrttt rights education,

scxtutl he:alth and rights,

rcprodttetivc health and rights

etJucrtti()tl. lcacJership skills and

ttthcr I il't' llllll'lagement skills

cduclttit'll'l. tt'e had no clue that there

rvotlld bc rl tlav likc this rvhen we

wou lcJ ittlke h istor)' with such

n at i tl n a I . t'c' tl i tl tl a I . a rr d i nternat i o n a I

recr)gtl it iolt as rvitnessed and

testilierJ lrr the presence ofall ofyout

in this tlcCllsl()ll.
a)'triburtc to the

N isct'il.ttt ltclole sc c-tlt girls rvho

o tl'ct'ctl t ltctn sc' I ves' trusting in us,
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. Prof, Bene Madunagu, conducting lhe wife of the CRS Deputy Gov. Mrs. Ifrok Eneji,

Comm. for Women Alfoirs, Mrs llttuok Akiba, Dr. Kole Shettimo and Mr. Odey Efenii ot

Gpt Girts t4lloge Atimbo during the foundotion stone loying ceremony on Augttst 3, 2004.

The Diamonds giving shining

examp le of womanhood; the

Seeders, sowing the seeds of gender

equrality; the Damsels, Young but

empowered and knowledgeable; the

Alphas, first among equals, standing

out in the midst of Your Peers; the

Bosoms, the heart of women

empowerment; the Pearls, the

precious stones that need no

introduction as You show that You

Powerr Path to gender equitvaddress by Bene E. IVI ad un og u, C o o r clinatoF, Cross River/Akwa lbomChairpeFson, GpI Executive Boarcl, on the occasion of the GpI lhth& \th graduution ceremony of the Colubar Centre, Tuesday, August,Jt 2004 at the Stute Library Complex, Calabar

stlci:t
L r

I lcrc. I rt ltttt ttl P

be our "gLt inea Pigs", our

experimental tools that developed

the impetus which eventually put us

on the global agenda.

May I hurnblY call on GPI

graduates from 1998 - 2003 to

starrd up for recognition and honour'

A nd now, may I call on the

graduands, the main focus and

Ipecial beneficiaries of todaY's

.Lrr*onY, the 2004 graduating girls

to rir. und be recognised' I salute

you all.

are emPowered girls; the Silvers

demonstrating knowledge'

empowerment and skills making the

uninformed thirstY for the

ders of GPI to
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(Continued,f.rttttt 
pttge 6) G

knowledge yg, have; the precious,
yes gyerysne 

holds you in awe andresBcet as you demonstrate suchbri I I iance, knowledge uoo boldness
and show that you ir.-frrrrran and
lot 

just a girl-child and how can Iforget our babies, the Shining Stars;
at age l0 and I I you shine in ;
e rowd like stars, bold and
knowledgeabre. You have rearned
at a tender age to be principled and
assertive. you really constitute a
sh in ing example ofwgmanhood.

I have very strong and abundant
faith in all ofyou young and informed
N igerian adolessents who have kept
faitn with GPI since 1994. you have
sr"lstained my faith thattomorrow will
be d ifferent, in a positive w&y, from
yesterday and today with regards
to gender equality and women's
rights as human rights,

Your have demonstrated how little

adu lts and institutions with
responsibility for yoLrr health and

developrnent, need to do or sPend

to ensure a better tomorroW fgr you.

YPs, YoLl adults Plaee mantle of

tomorrow's leadershiP upon, but

with no legacY to emPower You to

do so, The legacY theY leave is a

burden You have to undo to be able

to lead as YoLl have been taught in

GPI.
We in GPI set out l0 Years ago

with a vision. That vision' the GPI

vision was , and still remains:

"Bu ilding a strong and :mpow:ttq
teminist institution with critical

consciousness and caPacitY for

analYsis of social and gender

r s Power I Path o gender
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We have kept our faith., interest
and commitment in this vision.

Our mission has been: .,to
empower N igerian ado lescent girls,
especially between the ages of l0_
I 8 years and to promote their sexual
and reproductive health and rights
through comprehensive sexual ity,
gender and human rights education,
counselling and referral services,
skills acquisition and social action".

Again in the last l0 years we have

focused on the rnission.

Given the complexity of the

needs and aspiration of adolescents

in their challenging growing-up

years, the impact of discriminatory

eulture and tradition on the girl-child

and women, negative media images

sfwomen and d iscrim inatory/sexist

gender roles, in our societY, GPI had

to design strategies with the young

girls involvement to be able to

uddt.ts the diverse challenges that

the girl-child faces in our societl--

ihrt, the web ofactivities in GPI

is as comprehensive as it is intricate'

It is thus sum marised into the

following strategies:

d . Research and publications 
fo Advocacy f'or polin 
Iimplementarion 
]. Capacity-building tor stafi.]

and girls.

In the l0 years of action, e.\scutrng
the diverse programme activities. we
have made some strides in manr
ways in spite of the thornv road uc
struggled through.

Some GPI achievements inclutle
the following:

o The launching and building ot-

the Gender Development lnstitute
(GDI) to promote gcndcr'

consciousness through research and

train ing towards incu lcating gcnder

equity and equality.

. Commun ity research and

intervention Programmes in cight

communities (four in Cross Rircr

and four in Edo states) to stoP

FGM, using the law in Crcss Rir cr

State and Edo State against{rGNl

. Gain ing the sPec iul

consultative status of the United

Nations Economic and Social

Council - ECOSOC in 2001'

. Institutionalised "Youth

corners" in some schools in Cross

(Continued on Puge 8)Qeoo
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t rls,

o

rn t

m the initial

River and Edo states to r
experiences wh ich

school managemen t testirnonies. schools in MozambiqueSuccessful in the pilot Success fully graduated seve

o

v

t1collaboration with rninistries of setsof bene ficiaries in both Croeducation in four states: Cross River and Edo State centres , having
SS

River Edo, Akwa Iborrr and Delta grown fro)

group of I 5states in the tra in ing of school girls in I 9g4ro an organisation thatteachers for
the Nationa
Curriculum.

o Selected by AMANITARE _

the Afiican Partnership for Sexual
a,d Repr.cl,ctive' Health and Rights
ofAli'icarr ( iirls and Women to host

I "The Nerry Generatiolr,, prograrrrme
coord i n at ion 

"

r Consistent pr"lblication of our
newsletter irr the last l0 years
without m issing a single issue

o Published Il bool<s and
pamphlets, not irrclr"rding leaflets and

]other educ;rtional literature of similar
natrrre

o Selected as part of the
N igerian team in the exch ange

programme to Mozatnbique on

yourth sexuality, sexual and

?le ovre ci/rlnarrr,t? todaq c44l

de&rlie ae iar&,@ rio

?/efurcdLro oooc,ety to aodoec,o

?eif4/, arud uidal i///fc&, (4'

/unstp qr$i r/e f'c'ilo ae /auo

frtahod dad ile chrle '/ r/a'?

funa,eft:w *4{4zr44e/', dule khZue

atd @" *o ilar kruru a/ i&tlro
aid ?erdn egaalc:tV'

the i mplementation of effecti vely reaches out to overI Sexuality Education 30,000 girls in the four centres and
outreach schools in four states ofthe
federation.

o Ten years of positive
developrnent and i nstit,tionar ization
of GPI, having broken many thorns
while increasing the number of
bloorning Roses.

We are celebrating today not
because we have transformed the
Nigerian society to achieve gender
and socialjustice, but because with
the girls we have trained and the
circle oftheir positive influences, we

believe and hope in that future of
justice and gender equality.

There are still a host of practices

we are still battling with, while
government, convinced of the

positive gains of comprehensive

sexuality education came uP with a

National Curriculum and PolicY on

sexual ity education in Nigerian

schools. But some retrogressive

elements have used their political

power to force everyone else into

obeying their sexist culture which

they deliberately embellish and
confuse others with religiou,
con notat ion, to m ut i late the rar.lc o I
the policy. It took from 1996 r,r
2001 to produce the genuinc
document but within a fbrv monrhs
oftheir dubious intervention rhcr
have come up with a clearll, infbrior
document which they hanle trietJ in
vain to popularise. The sarnc

people are now spear-heading drcs.

codes for girls and women, ustng

hungry area boys as vigilantes.

Violations ofthe bod i 11, integritr

of girls and women still continuc rn

various forms such as harmfirl

traditional practices, ffiale-child

preference, bride price, etc, as rrcll

as others like rape inc lud ing

incestuous rape, and acid baths.

Girls who pass through GPI receive

information and skills to overcomc

some of these violations.

We are also embarking on media

programmes of education to reach

out beyond our direct beneficiaries

to provide in formation to assist girls

and women to resist violations ol

(Continued on Page 9)
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(C'ontittued from poge g) Girls, Power Path to gendetheir rights. This is again one wa
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l('[,,,, nise tlrc corrtributiorrs of the
invaluable resources materials Women activists and
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r
of' encouraging di scussrons widely rmpoftant

Health Coalition (IWHC ), the Fordto prcvcnt thc cu lture of silence that
o The parents of our girls, who Foundation, the MacArthurperpctuatcs d iscrirn ination and

in spite of discouragement from FoUrrclation,NOVIB
, Netherlands,\ t() lation of the rights of girls and

uninformed and con servative/ Eq u a I ity Now and African
\\ ( )nlcn. fundamentalists as well asthe hostile Wornen,s Development Fund
Ackno\r,ledgements envtronment of myths, (AWDF).
'lo sut'vivc ancl sustain l0 years of m tsconceptions, cultural and social our numerous local supporters
comprehensi vc sex ual ity education

preJudices still remain convinced of who assist us in kind and cash
tn an cnvtronment with patriarchal the merits of Gpl programme to among others as well as'many who
values, GPI has had the suppon and

send their wards to be trained in have donated books to enrich our
ri().du'i I I of' rrunrcrous individuals, GPI. library.

Our collaborators for their There are also NGOs who

t

o o

o

( )t'uilrr lslrt lons lrncl ilrstitutions.
I rvould likc to publicly individual commitment to support have collaborated and networked

Irckno\\lccl gc tlris l'act and I
GPI especially their institutional with us;)

, )

lirllou ing.

a I ltc' rrclole .sccnt girls rvhcl have
placed their trust in what we do to
kecp rlurking ()rtr \\,()rk rclevant and

financial and technical that have colleagues from whom we have

contributed so much to sustain our benefited intellectually

programme activities. o The staff of Girls' Power

In particu lar, permit me to Initiative whose commitment, team

mention the International Women's work, and work attitude par
excellence and their spirit of
responsibility for the growth of GPI

have made GPI achieve success and

?is&6u&dloo?lQ0ocrulo

i,a*e oo0(a6oodted dod

Mau#neto;
?0o?rooo aotowoto dcgd

@ l"* arln4o ct&

tatofurrl&d@,
overcome ceftain social difficulties 

I

o Our media collaborators, Prtnt

and electronic; Rose Ojtii, Vivian

Ed.t, Abasiubong, Jude, Kunle'

Vitalis, etc.

. Our distinguished Board of

Trustees members under the

(Continued on Poge 20)
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Girls'Power! Path to gender
(Contitrued fronr puge 9)

Chairperson of Prof. E,ka I. Braide

the actirrg Vice- Chancellor of
Cross River State Liniversity of
'l cch rto logy (CRUTECH)

o 'l'hc state governments in the

fbur states of Cross River, Akwa
Ibom, Edo and Delta, fbr providing
the enabling environment for GPI
activities.

o My late parents who believed
in gender equality and educated rne

as a girl-child rnore than 50 Years
ago to be who I am to dayz
re-spectirrg the principle oftruth and

being comrnitted to what I believe
in. Tney taught me the virtues of
endurance anA Persistence and

selfl ess vol unteerin g service.
o My children, [Jnoma and

Ikenna 
-for giving me their

understand ing, Iove, trust, bel ieving

una belng inv-olved in rvhat I do and

bearing riY absenteeism from home- 
o finullv. mY comrade, friend

and husband, Edwin Madunagu

ET 1,I.
t,

Yb
r#

whose suPPort, love, gale'
encouragement and total solidarity

in ow sliared vision for social and

;;;J;tlustice has been that light th.at

In^p.ithe core of CP! to rematn

6il*d towaiOs the achievement of

empowere'C womanhood' He has

U.Jn und remains of Practical hglP

in all mY.ni.uuoutt without which

ii *"rf i r-,ur. bttn too difficult for

plr rilP Ir of pttrtiL'tpun I.s ilttrittg
a (, rttll ll ttIt)!

Pltt t,
r lt li.'ti (r'/rtr t plc' Delttt T',

\ t'll rl itrtl It) (
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me to cope.
Thank You all

and presence'9
for Your Patience
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