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leaders last week, it was not my tirst
timc of comParing Nigerian and
American polltical affairi in this col-
umn. For'instance, in a series last
vear. I had ctlmpared the electitln-
&:rins campaisn's of Hillary Clinton
and frumir with that of 

-our 
own

Buhari arrdJonathan in 2015' Before
[hen and over the Years, I had writ-
ten columns devoied to this same
habit of occasionally comparing poli-
ticians and political affairs of
America with their counterparts in
Niseria. ln all these cases, I did not
in [ire least think that what I was do-
ing could be likened to comParing
Doncaster Rovers, the current lead-
ers of the English Third Dvision or
Leasue withChelsea Football Club,
the" current leaders of the
Premiership League. Rather than this,
I thought of my comparison of the
Nigeri"an president with his Ameri-
caricountbmart in the framework of
what haprreirs in the Enellsh F. A. Cup
.orno"rition. \A/hat do6ls this meon?

Well, as the aficionados of Err-
glish professional soccer know, all
the tehms in all the leagues of En-
glish soccer have a right to compete
lor the F.A. Cup.Lrdered sometimes,
teams from the lower divisions or
leagues rrot onJy get to [he semifi-
nals.urd finals of tlre F.A. Cup com-
petition, they actually win the cov-
eted trophy! In other words,asit ob-
tains in theall-comers'F.A Cup janr-
boree, my comparison of politics irr
Nigeria and the U.S. in this column
has always been based on the strong
conviction that all the countries of
the world have a right to aspire to
the best that our corru'rlon earth can
give to ib diverse nations and regions
without regard to how rich and"de-
veloped" a country is or is not. This
ur effect means thht iust as we can
and should compare Nigeria with thc
9nited States, so shouldwe compare
Nigeria with Botswana, a country
which, by the wav, has a hisher li(e
expectaricy at birth statistic $an Ni-
geria. As Chinua Achebe famously
put is in the words of the eoigraoh tir
this piece, "let the eagle eaian'd let
the kite ea! whoever .says the other
should not eat, may its 6eak break!

Fundamentallythen, at the bot-
tom of all the comparisons I have
made in this column between Nise-
ria and America is a humanisticYa-
tionale whose assumption is that all
human beings and the nations into
which they are bom and/or assert
their colleitive belonging and iden-
hty are equal. In a tfoolpart series
that begins this week and comes to
an end next week, I wish to reflect on
the ethical, ideoJogical and political
dunensrons of ttus rationale which,
against all the circumstantial
evidenceagainst its claim, vieorouslv
declares that all the natiois, mor'e
precisely, all tlrc lseoples of our plan-
etary community are irreduciblv
equal. But having inade ttris categori-
cal assertion, there is a lot left t-o be
said.

lf it isthecase that Nieerians think
a lot about America andail the time
make comparisons between the af-
Iq{? of that country and our own,
Naija pundib in gen6ral do not know
- or talk much about - the three ideo_
logical, political and discuriive
camps into which their a ftitudes and
ldeasabout America and Americans
are based. What are these three dis_
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position where ib ideas and PeEPec-
hves will exercise significant or evm
decisive influence;6ut it is another
thine entirelv to imore the fact that
Iong" before' anti-i mperia lism and
anti-capitalism arrived ln our reglon
of the world, there had bem several
senerations of this ideological and
frtellectual formation in the politi-
cal and economic historY <lf the
United States. Of course, the home'
grown movement the countrY itself
i-s bv far more rooted, more Promis-
ins than what anv other traditions of
ro[iuli"- and anti-imperialism can
offer us, but this does not mean that
we should adopt a philistine slogan -
as many Nigerian cbmrades do -that
no good cai come out of "the belly
of the beast".

lf the readers of this piece did not
notice that in the sentence in the para-
sraoh orecedins this one where the
Troira "'.onu"ii"d" is bracketed
wherein I stated that it was in the
United States that I was first converted
to socialism, let me now draw atten-
tion to this fact. Why bracket the
word, "converted" in that sentence?
Well, firstly because I think we
should leav6 the work of "conver-
sion" to the evangelical proselytiz-
ers - there is simply too much "con-
version" going on in our country
right now, without the slightest sign
that we are becoming a moie humane
.rnd godly nation. More signi fi cantly,
I wish to take"conversion" out of the
discourse here because that was not
what happened when, at about the
age of 24,I became, then and forever,
a leftist, a socialist htrmanist. And
neither is it what I am trying to do in
this piece in focusing on theyounger
generation. In other words, I seek not
to convert but to persuade, not to
preach but kr argLre rationally and
methodically M, adherence io scr
cialism is not based on allegiance to
an abstract principle or dogma. Yes,
I am proudly and asserfively a so-
cialist, making this declarati6n at a
fi1",_o period when it has gone out
of fashion to say that one is a social-
ist, especially in Nigeria. But funda-
mentally, my allegihnce is to the in-
terests, the betterment of human be.
ings, especially hundreds of millions
who are needlessly made to suffer
because polirical aria soclatelites run
the affairs of this nation and this
world in their own selfish and cor-
rupt interests.

Martin Luther King, one of the
greatest anti-imperiali5ts and anti-
racists of recent-American and slo-
bal history did not seek to makeEny
conversions in his extraordinarilv
eloquent speeches and writings, eveir
though he was a man of th-e cloth.
Bemy Sanders, the vastly popular and
operily leftist candidaid in the last
U.S. presidential elections did not
"preach"; he sought to persuade, to
convlnce the poor and disadvantased
tens of millibns in America to fise
up and act in their own interest. I am
persuaded by the examples of these
two figures - arnong doiens of other
figures that I could invoke - that com-
paring America with Nigeria and
any other country in Afric-a and the
world is not only helpful but neces-
sary. In next w&k's toncluding es-
say in the series begun with"this
piece, in order to dra-w attention to
cerbain unknown or forqotten aspects
of the crises of the reflroducti6n of
social and cultural capital in our
world, I will focus speiifically on a
comparison between Nieeria ahd the
United States in the field of the ter_
tiary educational system that is in
place rn- each respective country. As
we qhall see, quite justifiably, Ameri_
can tugher education is celebrated as
one ot the most developed in the
world. But that is not the'whole nic_
ture; in the United States, there'are
contradictions of extremelv uniuit.
mediocre and irrelevant edticaticin 
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o "Let the eagle eat and let the kite ea! whoever says the other should not eat, may its beak break!"
come back to this group or camp later
in the discussion 5ince, as a ma'tter of
fact, it is the group to which this writer
belongs, the group whose central
ideologica-l q$t ph,ilogophical ideas
have shaped most of my activities
and moril and emotioial invest-
ments tfuoughout mv intellectual
and political iatlttrooa.

We Sal only very briefly or suc-
cincfly deal with the fwo oth6rcamps
or groups since though distinct, thbv
are rather like two siiies of the saml:
coin. On one side of this ',coin,, is
what I would describe as the main-
stream of heavily pro-American,
tree-market politicians and pundits
in our politiial affairs. To th'e thou-
sands of members of this qrouD.
America is the ideal and ia5aU#
vision of where the future of the
world lies, together with Nieeria,i
prospects in fhat world. The"most
effective expression of the sheer oo_
litical and ideological influencd of
lhr? g.aTqmay be gauged from the
tact that from 1999 to-date, all the
constitutions and proposed constitu_
Fonal amendments in our countrv
havebeen based on the Ameft* ili_

ues of American presidentialism.
Apart from the qu-estionable politi-
cal salience of the thines thev so
much like to imitate andapnr5pri-
ate from the American systeim, tliere
is also the fact that runnins our Do-
litical order like the Ameriian orher
is far too costly for a developins na-
tion like Mgeria. Was'te "and
squandermania in Nigerian oolitical
affairs are in the main?ue to'comro-
tion, but part of it comes from the
beliefof our rulers that our president
and state govemors should have all
the material. trappings of power,
prestrge and authority that their
American counterpartshave. A ooxon all these 'tfollow-folloiar,,,
"Americana"Nigerian politicaielites! a

We come now to thethird qrouD
ryhi.\, as I have earlier obserfed, i's
the other side of the coin of sedulous

bank managers as much as vou c;rn
also find it alnong mechanics, tailors,
barbers, and shoemakers. And evm
among fraudsters, crooks and
"479ers". For those who have not
read it, I strongly recommend
Chimamanda ailiihie's brilliant
novel, Am*icanaft, in which this crav-
ing forall things American, this drive
to go to America by any and all
means, is the drivinri enrt'rne ofolot
structure and charactEr deielopnimt
in the narrative.

Let me repeat ih I place mvself as
a columnist and putilic intefectual
.rmong the first ofthe three srouos I
have been profiling in this"didus-
sion, this being the c-amp of left-wine
anti-imperialiats, anti-cipitalists and
anti-racists. Without eoins too much
into details of persorial bi6sraohv. I
should perhaps reveal here tHatit ri.is
rn America itself that, as a sraduate
student in the early 1970s, ffirst en-
tered the ranks of-this c.unp - on a
Iifelong basis. This fact is *brttv oi
ernphasis because most Nieerian left-
ists and 566ialists don't s#m to rec-
ognpe and acl,rrowledge the historic
fact that many of us weft in fact,,con-
verted" to s<icialism and anti-impe.
rialism in the United States itsLlf.
Even far more portentous is the fact
that a great number of socialists and
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In defence - and clarification
-of comparing Nigeria with

the United States Q)
Let the eagle perch and let the kite perch; whoever says the other should
not perch, may its beak break!
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall APart

o "Let the eagle perch and let the kite perch; whichever says the other should not perch, may its beak break!"
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I could write a whole mono-
gaptu or even a book-length study
on these differences between how
theAmericans are dealing with fteir
own crises of higher educatist and
how we in Nigeiia are barely doing
anvthine sienificant about iL One
rruiin a"E olit" tu[ins difference is
that the anlericar, edilcatisral co
nomic and social elies are coreunt-
m8 the crises head on, with a vbur
to what they can from the

march of

organization of higher
glob"l rale in the rrew

struggles
the astro,

tently astonished our professors
and mmtors at NYU. This is not a
boast, it is a statement of fact which,
by the-way, app]iud to all the gradu-
ates of the socalled fust-eeneration
universities in Nigeria ihat went
abroad for advanc& doctoral and
postdoctoral studies, especially in
America. Thus, if I speik spetifi-
cally about the experience rjf mv-
selfand my friend it NMJ, it is only
because I wish to make use of th-e
unassailable value of personal,
biographical experienc'e. This is
why I wish to place the hiehest
emphasis possible on the faci'that
at NYU, our professors were as-
tonished by thre fact that, (a) yemi
and I were much better prepared
for $e c\allenges and rig6r o'f doc-
toral studies th--an most our Ameri-
can course mates that had had
their turdergraduate education in
the US and,-(b) by the fact that we
finished our stu&ies and sot our
Ph D's in record time,lone"before
the average time that it tak"es to do
all the necessary course work and
write and defend your doctoral
dissertation. Again,'let me repeat:
rms.experrence was not peculiar
to Yemi and I; it was common to

flect on exactly what I mean - and
do not mean: by the phrase, the
term "higher leaining". In essence,
it is not the certificafTthat you are
givm with the sirccessful comple.
tion of your studies. Neither is it
the elabbrate ceremonies arransed
to formally mark that act of certfi-
cation. I make these observations
because, rather intrisuinelv. Niee.
rians and AmericariG loVti cerffi-
cation and graduation or "com-
mencement" ceremonies endlesslv.
perhaps more than any other ni-
tions in the world. I swear that in
the last three and half decades
when I have been goine back and
fortlr betrareen Nigelia aira Ure Ut
nothing else has-struck me as so
similar, so identical in the folk-
ways of both countries than this
love of certification and sraduation
ceremonies! But anyonE who has
everhad anything todo with teach-
mg and mentoring sfudents in in_
stitutions of hlgher learning
I(nows that the "real thins" lieE
elsewhere and not in mere"certifi-

manner as possible: in and
Ihroygh highei learning, the high-
level mental and professional
skills and capacities that every
:i"glg sg.crety ih conte_mporary glo-
bal clvlllzatron needs to survive
are safeguarded from deterioration
and attrition. And there is also this
important thing about higher
leaming, distinct-from thoueh re-
lated to-the needs of reprodilction
of intellectual and culhiral capital:
it develops and nurtures critical
thinking is an inestimable end in
itself. As a teacher in institutions
of higher leaming all my adult life,
I testify that thi-s is pi:rhaps the
grea test professional- sa tisfaction
that one gets as a mentor: vou.ns.
fledgling students take ud nint"i
and suggestions that you eive
them; and they take these h"ints
a-nd suggesti<jns much farther
than you had youself thought...

Let us stay with the issue-of the
social reproduction of intellectual
and cultural capital. perhaps after
qy commg rehrement, in a mem_
orr -about my experience as a
teacher, I shall reflect on the finer
points of the cultivation of critical
thinking through higher t"u. i.e.
tor now, and in the context of th"e
present discuision, my focus is onhow certification' and the
ceremonialization of beine or be_
coming cerffied as graduat"es have
Drought unprecedented crises to
hrgher learning in Niseria and
America. The crises havE different
expressions and consequences in
each of the two countries, but so
also do they have sumrisine simi_
Iantres. In what follows, I will firstoeal.wlth the similarities beforeconcluding the discussion withrelec.trons on the huge and in_structive differences.

more and more run exactly like busi-
ness corporations are run. The fees
are getting astronomical, causing
students trom poor backerounds
to get into hugi debts in 6rder to
get university education; adminis-
trators are.getting much higher
salanes and emoluments and are
becoming more influenrial, more
decisive than academics in run-
ning the affairs of colleges and
universities; and studeits and
their parents are behaving Iike corz-
illners who must get theiimonev's
worth in their deilings with th'eir
teachers and profess5rs. ln Niee-
ria, in slightly different circtim-
stances, the same basic processes
are taking place in our tertiary edu-
cational institutions. As federal
and state funding for public uni-
versities. and. poly"techrtcs get into
a freefall witli no bottom ii sisht.
private universities that cha?se
astronomical fees are increasiris
exponentially, !o the point wherE
they now, vastly outhumber the
s.tate-financed public universities.
As a consequence of these develoo_
menb in hilher edtrcation in NisL
la Td America, university eduEa_
tion is more and more tied 

,to 
ce"tin-

cation as the visible, tansible index
of the exchange value oY what has
been leamt in the marketplace of eco
nomic and commerciil transac_
tions. To emphasize my sense of
how very similar these develop-
ments are in Nigeria and Americi,
let me reveal here how much I have
been struck with how greatlv d.iolo
mas or certificates - tlie do6"rrient,
the paper - are cherished in the t*ri
countries. It is as if both what vou
now "know" qs a graduate, #hat
you can provide potential emplov_
ers and the world as the end irod_
uct of your universitv educadon L
somehow fetishized in your certifi_
cate.

stanc€s, you geta distinctftdine that
the liberal and progressive elite in
America knowi, rEmembers and
wanb to preserne and enen er@and
what wds and is eood in their
counb/s sysbn of ffiph€r leamins.
By cun^jtast, Oris elemett seerns O &
compleEly missing in Nigeria. I have
said that when Di. Oqnbivi and I
went to NYLJ for praf,uate sttrdies
in.the earlv 19Ds, i,ve had fte solid
foundatiori of *re education we had
received at UI as a bulwark for tre
challenges we faced in America.
What arc we, ttre educatiornl etites
in Nigeria,doing to salvage and re
produce wtnt rernairs of that solid
foundation for higher education?
With the exception-of rnall pockets
of concqn anil proest bv an'orpani-
zation tike ASUUand a'stelar"eau-
cationist like Pai Obanya, there is
deafening silence wfrere there
should beloud and unrelentins out-
cry over the slow death, *re uXtfs-
ing ayay of higher leaming in our
cor:ntrv.

Ab6ve all else is the banl.cnrptcy
and hypocrisy of our econo'mi'c
elites. They are forever cornplainine
that mere and ernpty certifica-tion h#
repl,aced bue, useful and emolov_
able education in our univerdiUti.
They say for everyone to hear that
thegraduates bein! produced in cn.n
tertiary educationil'institutions are
so mediocre, so bad that most of thern
are "unemployable". But thev do
absolutely nottring to respond to te
cnss. In tact, numy of therrr, as drair_
men and mernbem of the sovemins
coqgls of the pqblic universitiesl
participate in thie brazen lmfins oi
the meager fundine providedbv"tre
state for the same-riniversifiithat
our economic and political elites
lavisllly pour-scom uporl

WLy * the econcimic elie, the
capltatrst dass in America deeolvqrncrrrred about the cises of hiell&
learning tn their counh:y while"the

in Nigeria couldn,t care
ress. lrnt rs the ouestion, cwrpatri_
ots!
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