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We oe going,lwools lorottt whae w
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rli]ffi'fin1:fl"ffi#,1*l
Iterttt""d of the Soviel-U+m:
A.fE mv two'Year Eturc a.9 Nauonar

ih*iddt 
"f 

eSUu, I had become the

imrnuairc past t'r'esident (IPP) of the

Union and a curtinuingmember ot
the National Exrutive Committee'
WniA was why, when an invita-
tio" catte from *re Educational and

S.i.n tifi. Workers' Union (ESWU)

of the Soviet Union to Dr. Mahmud
i*rt who sucreeded me as ASLIU

President to visit the Soviet Union
and he couldn't honor the invitation,
our Union asked me to go to Russia

in his place.
Thb visit lasted about two

weeks, havelling time included. Eve
rwvhere I wmtivhere I had to make
sbeeches on behalf of ASUU, I
bioueht ereetinqs not onlY from
ASUU ieel, but ilso from the NLC
and all the workers' and hade un-
iors in Niseria. At this time, ASUU
was not yEt an affiliate member of
the NLC - that would come two
rrears laEr - but that didn't stop me
'from brineins sreetines from aI the
workins Seo"ple of NYeeria and ex-
oressinE so[dariw with"all the work-
brs, ma?rual and'intellectual, of the
Soviet Union. As a matter of fact, in
all mv soeeches. I also included all
the #orf<ers and far*e.s of Africa,
indeed all African peoples on behalf
of whom I presumed to speak, even
though I was just the IPPof ASW.
This account may surprise readers
of the younger generations, but older
comoatriob readins this oiece will.
I hop", easily remefirbe. *,e akrr-
sive and ideoloeical context I am
invoking here. What was this con-
Ext? Itwas, simply, the fact, the prac-
tice of speaking about the indeper'rd-
ence and liberation of every and all
African countries, together rarith their
workers and peoples, as a con-
nected, indivisible historical and
political proiect. This practice, this
context is what, in the title of this
piece, I am calling the grand
metanarrative of liberation. -

I recognize that to many read-
ers of - this piece, ngrand

metanarrative of liberationY may
sound like Big English, like iarsoil
from Dogon Tureicni. But thai is
not the case at all! Throuehout all
the years and decades of'my pri-
mar| and secondary school ea,lca-
tion, there were eipressions and
manifestations of this srand
metanalrative of liberation at"everv
level and in all the expressions df
popular culture in Mgeria. And
hom what we could glrner from
news reportin* this was tn-re of all
the African dountries. Here are
some examples. In the Onitsha
Market Uterhture pamphlets writ-
ten by and for crjnsuhption bv
modestly educated pmpl6, the hti
roes of African inderiendmce strus-
gle of the 1940s ana tgsm consfi-
tuted favoriE protasonisb of manv
titles - Zik'of Africa; patric'e

lumumba; Kwame Ntr"*it;
Jomo Kenyatta ("Burnins Soear',):
Awo; Al5ert Luthuli. Simlti.t.i.

ffll.1'$ll""i,o'eiT$$r*d:
sang ur praise ofthe exploib ofthese
teaders of oru liberatibn strussles.

It is impossible to overstaEth;
scope of this phenomenon. Everv_
ynery you went in West efrica ittne ume, you saw uncountable
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paintings and sketches of these fig-
ures in the colorftrl, romantic and
"narve" style that would become the
hallrnarkbf the genre or hadition of
the pop and tourist art of Africa. In
all of them, the driving idea, the con-
stant and underlyin-g narrative is
that the independence] progress and
development of all Afritaniountries
and peoples are, for better or worse,
Iinked. That is the essence of what I
am calling the grand metanarative
of liberati6n in Eris essav. Althouph
in all my expressions o(Uris idea"in
my trip to the Soviet Union in 1984 I
had in mind revolutionary theory
and practice, especiallv inthe Pair
African and Man<ist infelectual and
ideological traditions, I am sure that
somewhere at the back of my mind
were all the Onitsha Markdt oam-
pNets, the street art, the mtisical
compositions I had read, seen and
heard on the same themes. To this
very day, I distinctly remember the
words, instrumentafron and ordres.
tration of the late I.K. Dairo's hrne
ful, elegiac composition on the mur-
der of Patrice Lumumba, a compG
gitign.whidr, by th" way, was on6 of
Dairo's ereatest his.
. It is Fot"pr instrrctive to reflect
bnetly on the prefix, "meta" in the
word metanarrative. From classical
Grcek, fte term means "afhr" o.lbe
yond". In ib English us.rge in such
rcrrns as our metanarrative or oth_
ers like. meta-psychology, metaphrrs_
rcs and meta-theatne, it mrurof,:s an
abstraction that is added to a phe
nomenor! a discipline or practite O
pooagg& mmpleb or add meaningto it. Thus, in our term]

metanarrative, what we have is an
expansion or trarsformation of nar-
rative in order to add meaning and
wider application to it. In plain lan-
guage, tlls mears a mega'narrative
that enfolds other narafives into it-
self, a story that is widely dispersed
over wrde spaces and contexts.
Thus, in metanarrative, even if vou
are telling one particular story, af the
back of vour riind is the a#areness
that the'story you are telling is one
story among many other similar or
related stories.

This is why narratives of the he
roes, heroines and struggles of Afri-
can independence and-unitv were
all deemed to be aspecb of tlie same
mega or metanarrative. The stories
of the Iives of Funmilavo Ransome
Kuti, of Margaret Ekpb, of Gambo
Sawaba andMiriamMakeba were
all deemed to be part of a grand,
metanarative as were the stolies of
the heroic sacrifices in the lives of
4^itq*. Ctral, Thomas Sankara,
Steve Bokq Ken SaruWiwa and Feli
Anikulapo.Kuti. And just to show
how wide and far-reichine these
metanarratives can be, wheil revo
lutionaries and activists in Nieeria
and African think of these hEroic
sacrifices on our own continent. thev
typically link thern to stories of nd-
ures from other continents like Leol
Trotsky, Che Guevara, Martin

lsHEffi#B:S,rflffi*H$
Je_ader of the anti-coioniat tndian
National Amw.

But why hive I dwelt so lone in
this discuision on this idea o"f a
gran4 totalizing metanarrative oi

about in some pamphlets of the
Onitsha Market literature, in popu-
lar mtrsic and pop art, in murals and
newspaper headlines are gone,
completdly gone out of the uifold-
ing harrdtive(s) of our country's
present and future appointment
with history.

Writing now as a professional
cultural theorist and critic, let me
quicklv say that it is not exactly bme
that Pan African metanaratives of
liberation have completely gone out
of currencv or circulation in contern-
porary afican art and culture. For
instance, in contemporary works of
ficdon and poetry of the younger
generatiory we still find exprcssions
of concems and sensibilities of a col-
lective African presence in the world,
if not in the terms or accents in
whidt more than a half cenhrry ago,
such concems were exDressd'in ilre
works of say, Crinua Achebe, Wole
Soyinka or J. P. Clark. Also, these
grand metanarratives are still there
in Afropop world music in which
figures fike Fela and Hugfr lvlasekefa
continue to be huge influences. And
they can be foun{ tm, in the move
ment of art, sculphrre, architecture
and desiBgr lorown as Afrofuturisrn
in which', as a matter of fact, the
metanarratives readr out far into the
global African diaspora.

But that is not thri end of dre storv.
This is because havine dulv not&
all these vestigial rennirand of pan
Atrican metanarratives in the
present period, it is indisputable that
in comparisur with tre d-ecades lead-
ing to the independmce struesles
o{ the 1940s and 1950s and thelffirst
tuee decades of the post-indeperrd-
ence era, there is nciw a profor_rnd
wariness about those inkilted and
cherished metanarratives of our
cornmon destiny as Africans and
Bla&people. Inaeed, beyond this.

else, somedrinf I anr, foi
want ot a betEr Erm, calline micro
narratives of survival and"dierritv
have taken pride of plae b disflad
lrre.autfority and ippeal that' pan
r\rrrcarusm anct the universal soli_
darity of all oppressed *S*r;;-

tions and Peoples used to have'
iffi"t *".tfv d6es trris Em, micru

".roti"o 
<if s,.rrvit'a and dignitY,

mean?-'- H"*, it Uecorres Patinert fu sr
to rweal'whY I began dris Pieqwittt
an ac@unt of mY visit to tE sol/Et
u;il;i" Lgu.'At that time, ttre
U*.I<.rp of tre Soviet Unim in De
cembei l99l was still sevenYears
away and was balelY Perc€Ptil'le 3s
a loomins, historic eventuality' -h
historv, ideolosy and idealism, the
5"iei Union iias quile easilY the
best instantiation ot a Srancl,
totalizins metanarrative. Close to its
end, it fiad about 15 RePublics or
"soviets" and more ttan Im nation-
alities. And it was spread across two
continents, EuroPe and Asia, with
hundreds of ethnicities and clan
goups speaking languages thut !.*
loneed to at least two or three mutu-
alv"trninEliefrle lansuage families.
Sirice ie denilse, both-ffirmed and
unilormed ideolozues of Westem
capitalism have idEntified a combi
.ra^tion of Greater Russian he-
semonv and Communist dictator-
Ihio as'the slue that held this vast
exeimplar od"a erand metanarrative
tosether. And"accordine to these
idEolozues, once the glie melted,
evervth.ins melted wi*r it and the
Sovi6t Unibn descended into one of
the most astonishing rycles of dis-
solution of political unions in mod-
em history.'Ffust the Soviet RePub-
lics rparated; then the nationafities;
then the ethnic-natiors; then the clan
groups, some of them within the
fumenation. And at every level, mi-
cro-narratives of disnity and sur-
vival arose to completely disptace
the old srand metanarrative that
had beef deployed to hold the So-
viet Union toeether.

Of course,Tn size, population and
idmlogy, Nigeria has never rernotely
upproidh"d"the d"f.*.t Soviet Uri-
ion in b.ing.g its multiple and di-
verse ethnic nationalities and pee
ples together by a grhnd
metanarrative of h'beration. But this
is to misunderstand the essential
point that I am making here. What
is this point? This is iL we do not
need a vast political union like the
old Soviet Union, China,India or the
UniEd States to argue for the fl€c€s-
sity of gand metanarratives of lib
eration. At the broadest oossible
level, we all live on the sanie planet
that happens to be the onlv blanet
in the driiverse, as far as wie Lno*,
on which we can sunrive as a sDe
cies. hrdeed, to the exErt ttat wdal
live on a planet ftat is in pemetual
and everfasting orbit in spa6e, we
are aII space voyagers and need one
another to sunrive. This, at the end
of the line, is the fundamental basisof the grand, totalizing
metanarratives of all hturnn libera:
tion.

But what of the micro-narratives
oJsunrival and dignity for all the na-
tiors, e*mic and Ean prouDs in tre
world? What of dre fact'ttraf thev are
now rarnpant, not only in the'suc-
cessor nations of the Soviet Union
but in nearly all the resions of the
world? And Nigeria, wKy do musi-
cuuu no longer sing of continental
]le-ro5 ot_the qtruggles of Africa?
Why is a Pan Nigeda-metanarrative.
not to talk of a Pan African one, sowidely held in suspicion ,,owf'lhese cpestions will senre as a com_
pos+g point of departure for neit
week's condudingessay in the se
nes.

u;eyiroorJfH,Sfj:

liberation 0rat was at the base of all
tre soeeches that I made on that visit
to th'e Soviet Union in 1984? Well,
don't be surprised to discover that
the ansrarer tb this question is quiE
simple and uncomplicaed: in all the
errriil t,essages of teremonial greet-
inss that I rdeived this past week to
mErt Ul" 58th anniversiry of Nige"-
ia's independence, there was not the
slishtesfhint of the link beh,rreen our
infleoendmce, progress and devel-
opmient - or lacli thereof - and ttrat of
Africa and the rest of the dweloping
world. In the main, this is true of
nearlv all
taries Urat
most of them
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and/or the miqo-narxtiYes of digrrty and stlrvival? 6)
hdependence -

.Arewa Consultative Forum

ln order not to be accused of

thegfand

TT is perhaps nec€ssary in this

I condudinfi piece in tf,e series
Ithat becan h,vo weeks ago in
this mhmfi to start with thE ob-
servation that even though the
voices and forces of, on the one
hand, restructuring and, on the
other hand, anti-iestructuring
have dominated political dis-
cotuses in our country in the last
two or tuee decades, 0re red fault
lines lie elsewhere and not in this
oarticular opposition. In other
i.rrords, I am's'uggesting that be-
yond and perhaps also above the
6opmition betrueen fuderalisb and
ahfi-fuderatisb, there are deeper,
indeed more fundamenal opposi-
tions and contradictions in the role
that metanarratives and
micronarrative play in the corsti-
tution and the continuation of our
counby as a national politicalcom-
munity. Please take note, dear
reader, that I am talkine specificallv
here of narratives - me"ta br micro'-
that are both told and untold on
either side of the divide betrueen
fuderalisb and anti-federalists.

In order to make a brief elabora-
tion of this observatiorl permit me
to quickly draw attentionto one tur-
told narrative before spending more
time on the narratives that are resu-
larly told and peddled. iustifia6lv
but'also endle*h. Whai is tds uri-
told story or nariative? It is tre ter-
rible stoiy of the conflict betrlreen
justice and injustice in every part,
every inch of tre country, abs6ltelv
without any exoeption. Evervwhert
u1.\e country, ahong and'within
all the ethnit, religi-ous and re-
gronal-zonal communities of the
land, this narrative exisb anrnvhere
and everywhere that one ihooses
to look, hear and listen. It is a oual-ig of Iifr narrative and also a h"i_
rative t'rf bare existence ibelf; it is a
human.righUs story and . ,.,cio*.
l9nuc lustlce narrative. Of course,
lt Is not the case that it is a forgotten
or ignored stcrry; rather, wtra[ t am
a_ryung s the fact that it is a storv
that is set apart and bracketed ifi

.Yoruba Council of Elders

hunser demonstrations and
marcles either. Finally,I tttink yes,
the masses everywhere are not
marchins and pro-testine about the
ethnonaHonal harrativd of domi-
nation thev are so much obsessed
bv and tliat's probablv a good
tliine for Niserii in the'snori ruru
but Yn the ldng rtrn, it will all ex-
plode one day, in what ways and
ialth what effects, no one cdn te[.

On the grounds of the global
balance of forces and the world-
historical process, everything that
I have talked about in'this Eeries
has haooened or is haooenine in
the arid of a fullv ifobaliZed
neoLibEral capitalisni. tYere are the
few imoortant thines to keeo in
mind a6out this phr?se whicfr, to
many right-win! or even inde-
pendent readers, sounds like jar-
gon, a Marxist iargon, if you please.
Perhaps the nios[ importanf thins
of all io know and (eeo in minl
about neoliberal caoitaGm everv-
where is determiriation to kedo
regulations in check, to the baredt
minimum possible. There was an
earlicr phase of capitalism known
as laiss'ez faire cabitalism which
also tried to keep regulation within
and between countries minimal,
but it did not achieve success Ernv-
where close to neoliberalism. Thit
is because under laissez faire caoi-
talism, it was still possible to drs-
tinguish between foreign and do-
mestic capital, with a view to pro-
tecting domestic capital from'the
more powerful and 

-rapacious 
for-

eign capital. But that is no loneer
deemed particularly necessarv"as
all the fuiancial services indusiries
of the world are now verv closelv
integrated and the billioiaires df
the world.really have no country,
so to soeak. '

. Tg $erggulation must be added
prlvatlzatlon, on a monumental
scale, of public wealth, ."ror.cu,
and assets as the second impor_
tant.thing to keep in mind a6o"t
neolberalism. There is talk of ppp,
public-priva te-partnership, Uut-na
he! [:1. malry places throuihout theworld, where the "publid" should
be in the so-called'ppp trtir;;;
l!"1" is,,only "propertyt' ;hi;ti
fly:q, "?.' 

private-property_partner_
snlp : rt- rs the same groups or
c.lasses of people who sdll off pub_
uc properties and assets that'buv
meT: lny in a few places in th6wortd has ppp workerl to the bet_terment 9f pqblic good and i, th;;
places-, the difference has alwavs
S.omg from how mobilized th;;il:
5:',"'ffi o,f3#'i"?Ji:t 

lffiT i"H:
us to.the final or closing;A;;;
in this series.

(2e41

thnwn [ihtrntion llmtld
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.Ohaneze Ndigbo

Nigeria in at least the last decade
and half - perhaps even loneer
than that. That being the case, "we
need to pay attention to how this
significant development came to
be. The conventional wisdom
would give the tireless official and
nonofflcial debates that have taken
place in the country - at national
conferences, in seminars and pub-
lic lectures and in newspaoer
advertorials, reports and colurirns
-, as the source of this triumph of
the case for federalism and .eit 

".-hring in our country. But this com-
pletely ignores the fact that the

portunists" on one side and "de-
fenders" and "saviors" on the oo-
posing side. Also well-known airc
thc stories of the past and Dresent
travails of the peoples of the'North-
central region'of the countrv. esne-
cially of "the Benue and [5iatdau
States, on both religious and mi-
nority-status grounds. Indeed, in
the wake of the repeated cycles of
savage killings a'ssociated with
unchecked, rampaging herdsmen,
these narratives from the Middle
Belt region of the country have be_
come the core of the cate for the
prevalence and "authority" of
ethno-nationalism rn our countrv
at. the present time. I think aborit
atl these narratives and I ask: whv
a.re there no mass protests an&
demonshations for federaliim anJ
restructuring in Nigeria? I ask fur_
ther: the stories are-there, the mass
feelings and sentiments subtend_
t1g them are there, but where are
rne mass protests anrd demonsha_
trons, the likes of which we rou_
lll:lf f.ind. in many otherethnonationaI movemerits in theworld?

, I would be lying if I saicl that IKnow. or have the answer to these
fy3ji.^"i; I uf ,".o, ""tir"iy il"eiress.about probable answer6, but Ithink it is meet and proper fo;;;
l"_*.r,ut that what t hav'e i"-liil;iqennrte. answers are hunches.
:gucqteq.guesswork. Hil i;';;;nunch, the one about which'i
:q_",'d. most of 

^y *ur.i"g'ii;ii.J
[o*y^g about tlie most: "aU ."iitne countrv.
u th" 

91", 
oii,i;ii' I i a ."';. 

" " 
l"Jj,flmunity, the masses Bi";;a#;;

ff 1|t:..a!:.ff ,r"ltrtr!,"*fiHl
iH"$HSm:",f,:,,U'x*;
l?. tlu.* to march ,la-p;;i;i
1b-out. 

the.narratives o{ extlu;i;;;marginalization or domina-ti"orithey are told and themset"ts taiii

i;+itit}L.,Wllqm
f:t,'H::"'i: ff ffi r,s: *i tsil;
HI"",['"f il]il.H".,",{fltdi+#

.Neoliberalism has generateduntold wealth in the *d.iali,ill]
ably on.a scale thai ffi^fr#;fi;impossible in all r
of 6conomi. d,il flTl'fffi Sffi:tory. Byt so dlso has it p-*ail"d-;

*+l?:tlffi,:$Iffi,I':ot wealth production on a monu_mental sc-ale. This, in-iJri;"#;
furned many comi

uillfr"#i,ffilT"[?,#
e-thnonationalism i

ff.-:!I*Ei'*i,"r"T,*,H"]lml
s:,:1'+_tt#:lu,H::5'*il:wlde currents?

oi"r,r".r"L,f*l#.forl
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andl or the mim-naratives ofdigrrty and stlrvival? Q)
We ne tlu stuia tlat w tcll ourY)tm
ittrtlu, Kopur, Bollytttoodfilollyumd
Director
Orc o dun l'mu ole lTluttnrd of o.ry,
firmed _roguq carries no weightl
AYoruh Wng

A S a sortof recapitulatio,n here

Aru*T"ffisx$,H*
in tds colunrr: 'But what of &G mi-
crunarrative of strvival and dipity
fror all the nations, ethnic and dan
srouDs in &reworld? What of tre fuct
["t il*v are now rampant, not onlY
in tre successor natiors of the Soviet
Union but in nearlv all tre resions of
the world? And ttigeria, #hy do
musicians no loneer sine of continm-
tal heroes of theitrugg[e of A-frica?
Whv is a Pan Niseria metanarrative,
not'to talk of a flan African one, so
widelv held in suspicion now?"

Oir tf," surfac6, the answer to
ttrese questions is quite simple: in our
curtinent today, very fuw are the po
litical and civic leaders who can
speak in terrns of *re stuggles of all
ffre African peoples and be believed,
not to tak o?b€ing foUowed. eni*r,
leaders still talk oFthe continent as a
whole but only in tems of coopera-
tiur between tie difftr,ent subresions
and countries, in discourses tralvig-
orously and iealously guard the soi-
ere4nty of dach nadol And within
the nations themselves, leaders still
speak of national unity and a com-
mon destiny, but evehrone knows
trat tey aclmmtly onbehaffof their
kinsmeir and their ethnic and reli-
gious communities. Indeed, most
important of all, everyone, irrludine
ttre-laders' kinsrnen and women and
members of treire&uric and corurru-
nities, kno-w that political leaders,
with very fow exaeetios, actonlv on
betralf of teir own'individual selves,
their own individual gr€ed, lust and
trievery.As the secoid epieraDh to
this piece staEs, the word df a'co.,-
6med rosue caries no weieht!

{h, bilt that adage conies from
another age! Now, in our pmtolonial
age that h;s been overwlielmed bv a
rapaciorrs global nmliberalism, [he
words of confirmed and evm con-
victed rogues carry weight within
tteir own etrric arid reliilous com_
munities - as long as trevLe seen bv
and within thoEe corrlnunities a's

lr".g"r and champions. This point
ryds us to an appreciation of tre com_
pl€roty of the questius with which I
began hq el*.This point has to be
very carefully and dearly explained:
tne nucrGnarratives of durvival and
dignity of ethnic nationalities anJ
regional blocs in our counbv and our
continent are not the creadon of the
loohrs in power in most of U.e am_
can countries and the develooins
yorl_d; the rulers and poliUciani arE
fgr $e most par cynitat offiffi_
tsts upt ary appropriating fie micru
narahves lor and in theii own inhr_
esb. T_his is becatrse tre microlurra_
tives have, in a manner of ,peu6"
always existed. fn"v *"-i" ttieH

rn virtually all the colonized
Tgo1s a"q.spaces of the earth, the
grand,- totali4ng metanajratives of
:Sugglg, and- liberation dominated
u-r9,pouucs 

_ot more ftan threfifths
g-re p".p"t tion of tre plarret If dris
oOsewation or claim seems too ab_

Pttryrdt me b make it ptain ana
snarghtorward.

, AII hgman groups, no matter
no\^, $naII and marglnalized, have
Ttr Tm-separab narratives of their
:Eq84q tu rurvival and dimitv. of
nT nght F be in tre worlilarfi in
ilPry- u1f .,t+* gFoups. And we

flffiTlffi"ffiffim*

.ChinuaAchebe

tives are absent. More importantlv.
we know now that such ira:rativ6
become' micronarrative" when they
are superseded by metanarrativei
ttat linkftem to thestmggles of otrrer
peoples and communiG. In other
words, all the ethnic and lansuaee
Soypq in Nigeria, Africa ant tfie
world have their own separate nar_
ratives of survival an{ difuff, nar_
ratives that became rucro-narra-
tiwes" when they were subsumed into
th" -grrr,a, totalizing metanarratives
of F" skuggles of ill the colonized
nahons and peoples of the world.
Anyone who hnows dre intimate de
hils of the struggles for independence
tom colonialism in Nieeria, Kmva.
hdja.31.a Ceylon (nori sri ian(ai
anq ax ute other countries of Africa
and Asia Inows of what it took to
incorporate the preexistins mi;Gnarratrves into the thistoric
metanarratives.

_ At dris iunchlrc in the dirussion.
I coms to a particularly subtle o. *llgmauc rssue conceniing how nar_
ratives, whedrer drey are meta or mi_
cr9., operatg in our world, especiallvyt 

-rygg+ 
to building and sustairi_tngpoutgil communifes. It has been

saro a.million times that we became
l)rgpnTs, we-became Africans on
m9. Dasts ot colonial acb, edits and
f'\.p ! Urespecinc Nige;;;;
wno ooes not leow, puta-tirrely, tral
ll yur. Lord Lugara' tda;Jd"- ;;
,il'trffi#tT,Ufl^*mH:Uj
t"Tq in 1914? fut *ren, whv ila-v'e
yve left o$ gf tte srorv *re-fact [,;il;
ffiilTffi;Y.Hffixr\rgerulns, stories trat we told bothtf":Hffi,m**:"a.k]

selves", as the *,:l*l::.ffi
piece declares. Pleaseirofe dris hrselv
crucial fuct havins made us'Niieri-
ans" by colcrrial diU Ure gritish ictu-
ally continued to encourage and ma-
nipulate the different an? separate
micro.narratives of our ethnic &ouos
and religious communities. To tfre
very last days of their overlordshio
in Nigeria, the British never tea 6f
their exoticizing fascination with
what they corsidEred tte "riot" of lan-
guages and ethnicities in our coun_
ty. In other words, we, not tre Brit_
nn, created and told metanarratives
of ourselves- as Nigeriur,r, * efril
cffi_t F Black people.

rt s rmportant to put some flesh
9Ir E_. bare bones of tfris seneral orc>
filg. Thus, while it is t 

"e 
fi;tth;fi;_

li"h lu.g"uge played , il;" .ol" ilcreating and lesifimatins
mehnarratives that nade"us Niseril
ans, it is also true that vfutualf Jlour. indigenous languaees 'and
mother tongues playe? tfi'eir ownrmportant parts in lhe storv. The
sarne ls hue of all the arb, all [he idi_
oms and_genres of perfomrance. Gmernber Hubert egunde? He wroteano pertormed in-yoruba, but hismaterials came from everywnere in
19,coun$y: the Iva Valltiv minersi

ffiHttrffirtBlli"4i$iflH_
,^"p 

31tS the na_tionalist leaders; the

flffi"ffiliHi,?li:31,,H:
9*ll,T I reminded read6rs iir tasi

ffi,3ffi#]3,tffi$,H

ffiffiHffiffiH,H

The case of Hubert Ogunde is in-
deed instrrctive. I have &ia tnat ne
drew the maErials for his plavs from
a broad, Pan Nigeri* *tf,i'"". n"i
he atso relayed stories that could be
regarded as micro-narratives of
Yoruba ethno.national proverrience.
The latter was mosfly ii ptavs t"-
the 1960s onward, #trite itdrt*,*
W9s rn ptays of the 1%0s and 1950s.
, vgrub_a Ronu" ("yorubas, Thi*ii
perng the most ethno_nationalist oi
me ly6us plays. But here is the im_
portantpoint ttat I wish to make here:

H$&'Hffigi,i,ffi,#T#
centered around etfrno_nationai
themes and ideas, ne aiJ"ot;#oon the metanarratives of his

filttr,Tls:ilTuffi.Tss*
3na ArTs gf this penm were roobd
rrra metaphysics, a spirifualitv of sen_
erar nurnan {reud and detiierafice?
,^-TTF1 but the broader point to take
3w3ytr.om thisobservationis fte fact
$at, at bottom, tee reallv is no fun_oamental contradiction between
metanarratives ana maunarratives,
thg one 

-shoutd no* 
"i-f*a*i"H'#otter. Whv so, if so?

^. ^l{ry, 
fdraw_b_riefly from tre ideas

:^r,11^_ug1ry lvlarxlst philmopher,

eif:: ,{ilH*m3^mr:t

narratives in and for all human com-
mtrnities. From Achebe trere are be
nevolent and rnalevolent fictions and
narrative. Ofte& we c;ln distinguish
one from the other, but tren quiE of-
ten also, it is difficult to separaE thern
That being the case, we must alwaYs
be vigilanl, we must never give uP in
our dfforb to separaE tre benevolent
from the makv6lent fictiors and nar-
ratives. For thme int€resd in explor-
ine these ideas about narratives in
thE works of Achebe, the most rel-
evant texts arc dre powerful essay ti-
tled, 'The Truth of Fiction" and the
series of metaficdonal reflectiorrs in
the novel, Anthills of the Savannah.
Here is the kernel of Walter
Beniamin's ideas about narratives: at
one.time in the cultlrral evolution of
humankind, there were two distinct
and separate haditiors. These were,
one, st6ries based on local experierrces
and told only by and to neighbours
who have n&er'ravelled anil for the
most part will never havel far from
home and, two, stories told by
kavelers of experiences and encouri-
ters on their ioumeys to dose and dis-
tant places. But then, adds Benjamin,
that age of complete separation be-
tween the two historic bad.itions of
narrative is long gone and now local
stories have merged with stories of
taraway places.

In case anyone might miss the
point I am deriving from Achebe and
Benjamin in this f,irussion, let me
make it dear: metanarratives and mi-
cro-narratives .ue often intertwined;
and they both must pass the difficult
test of their truUr and falsehood con-
tenB, considered in terms of what
good or harm thev mieht cause to
those who tell and'hear"thern as sto
ries. There is a special neason whv I
am placing this emphasis on tlris
point and this is bechuse now that
ethno-nationalist micro-narratives
have lalgely replaced or displaced the
metararratives of liberationof the late
colonial and early postcolonial oeri-
ods, the puweyois of the reinvehed
rrucronarratives seern unaware of, or
indifferent to the two conditionalities
of Bmjamin and Achebe. And please
note, dear reader, what I ascribe to
Achebe and Berriamin in this piece is
actually not limited to them:'all the
culfures, all the lanzuaqe or sDeech
communities of the *orld kror} that
there are harmful storie and moral"
uplifting stories; they know that if
you allow stories thit friehten vou
and cripple your wiil to?omfite
yo{.trer you will pay dearly for it

I had expected to condude the se.nff qis week, but dearly, there are
s$l a few loose erds to tiri up. O"e;i
these is precisely what kinis ;i 

""ri_cro-narratives I have been talkins
about in this series. I have s"id th^?
these micronarratives are dori"a^i
rn Nigeria and much of africianJ
rlcteed, other parb of the confunpo
rary world: well, what is dre tmdi oftnrs assertion? For instance, in the
N,g"l"" case, is tt is .eii-tJ t.; th;
clebates over the confrontation be_tween proponents of restructr.rrin-o
Td F" qryelenlng aposfles of naluonal uruW and a -strbng, over_in_
flated centrir? And if *" d6 rrow b*
yo.Td neo- or postcoloni"ltdi'il;tutly. .globilized 

- -;;tilii.i
neouberalism, what does ttiis por_
!:la for the pervasrveness ofrrucronarratives oT eturenationalists
of dre Left and t 

" 
Righitd;;fi

me inm:ct week's piect t t ;"ili'rrffi
1'1dy condude d* 'oi;ti;T:mg up ftese questiors.
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