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EDUCATION
I tts tirrre to promote human rights

of African women
A!'rican B,ornen, inclading HlV_posirive t)omen, women"s rigttt octivk*,feminish, scholorc, prof-71iono!-s,_comnunil!

yyrliers oo,t piti"y-*akers who participated h the Africon wriiiiitiiiiti^"tutign-on'womcn's and Giils'
Righxs ond titvl'litos in Africt in Aprit, 20(M, issued *e tot onnlesiiii iotaa* on HIV/AIDS snd Wonun and

hey expressed their concern
that despite various
interventions aimed at

prevcttttiott, care, Support and
lreatrrrent of I IIV and AIDS, the global
panderrric rir)nlinues to devastate the
lives of Ali'iuan women and girls, ,,...
in spite of'the disproportionate impact
of the pandernic on women and girls,
govenlrnerrts are yet to recognize the
cenlrality of prornoting and protectine

Girls' Righb in Africa

women and girls' human rights in all
HIV and AIDS interventions," the

statement reads.
It highlights the different ftrrms of

violence perpetrated against women

and girls and 'contribute to their
infectioo, such as rape, marital rape,

domestic violence, trafficking,
harmful custom ary and traditional
practices, violence and torture during

conflict, forced and early marriages'

"These forms of violence take place

within homes, at worlq in schools, in
clinics and hosPitals, at Police
stations and many other Places, and

they are continuing and increasing at

an alarming rate, fuelling HIV
infections imongst women and

girls."

Patriarchal cultures must be

(Continued on Page 11)
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The issues that AIDS activists felt
should have been included in the
declaration are : Women's reproductive
and sexual health and rights; targets
for universal access to prevention,
treatment and care such as ensuring
access to treatment for 80% of all
people living with HIV worldwide by
20 I 0; comprehensive prevention

0men

newe:;te*rn, a,d irrcrease their vLrtnerability
o1'l llV infec:tion.

(l,.eer". is expressed abour how little
has hecn invested in securing women
and g-,irls'sexual and reproductive
hcalth anrl rights in the context of a
parrclernic that robs many women of
their choices related to childbearing and
rearir rg.

new inf'ections," she said.
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