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Esu sleeps in the courhlard, il is too
small for himlEsu sleeps in the bedroom;
it is still tm srull for himlEsu slecps inside
the kernel of a palmfruit; nowhe has space
large enough for him to slcep in
From praise chants to Esu, the
trickstdr god of fate, contradiction
and paradox

Less is more
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

fk'*mi$m;'mrumrlittleof evervthins isworse. Who
prays for /ess of health, wealth, life,
beauty, luck or forfune? Between
abundance and scarcity, every
woman and man alive in the world
will gladly choose abundance. It
seemsa universal tait, doesn'tit, that
we all pray for abtrndance and give
thanks for it if it comes our way.
Between havhg one child or two
children and having five to eight,
most of us would clioose the latter,
induding people who do not have
the material means to raise their
children in comfort or in adeouacv
and security of life's riranv
necessities. As a matter of fact, anil
at least in our society and many
other developing nations of th-e
world, the poorer the m;ul or woman,
the larger the number of children
desired. There is no doubt about it:
most people alive now and that have
ever lived almost always prefer /
preferred abundance tb siarcity,
more to less.

Postcolonial or neocolonial
Nigeria seems to have taken the
application or realization of this
truism much further than oossiblv
any other society on the planet, witfi
the possible exception of America.
Thus, like the Americans, our
obsession, our delight in number,
size and rale is exbeme to the ooint
of being self-defining. 'The
manifestations or expressions of this
observation are lesion. The orevious
ruling party, ttre flPP, ,rsedto boast
that it was the biggest mling party
in Africa, even if it was also probably
the worst and most decadent mline
party in the African continent and
possibly in the world. Now,
ideologues and opportunistic and
sedulous supporlers of the new
ruling party, the APC, have taken
up and appropriated that boasfful
and emptvdaim of beinsthebissest
party ola[. We have thifry-six ffit"t
or mini-countries and asainst the
charge by many concemdd patriots
that this number is too large to be
sustained by the pressure of our
population size, there are loud and
clamant demands for still more states
to be created. Too often we read
smug, self-satisfied accounts
claiming that Nollywood, the
national video fiIm industry, now
produces more films per annum
than any nationa-l film-industrv in
the worfd save Hollywood. But"this
cl;aim leaves out the lact that we also
produce more hashy films than any
dhercounbry in the world. We hav-e
far many more universities now
than any othercountry in the African
contineirt, and yet in the same perid
that we cbnsummated' this
"achieveftent", the ranking o( our
universities has taken a noee dive
not only in the world at large but
also among the universines of or in
Africa.

Perhaps at this point in the
preent dbcussioru dear reader, it is
irnportant for me to let it be known
trat lt is not a platitudinous jeremiad
about Nigeria's obsession with
numkr and size that I intend in this
oiece. This obsession is certainlv
worthy of critique in its own righi,
most 

-of 
all in its most debata-ble

exon soion in the, bastful claim that
*i ur. "tte giant of Affica" simply

on the s'tagewhm treactualrurrber
of the cast was one or two.

One of my personal frvodEs in
the many exbressions of thist.minimalist principle of "less is
more" in the-dornaft of ptflmot*w
and theorv is the idea breserri iir
fields of knowledge antl ideas as
diverse as semiotics, stmcturalism
and poststructuralism that the
generation of refmre and meaning
takes place through a very limid
set of rules and procedures whoee
combinations are' however endless.
On this accoun! if you know and
can "play" asfutelv with the fe$/
rules^and procedures, you can
generate reference and meaning
endlesslv. What is particularlv
exciting ibout this "tlieod'is thie
contention ttat though experts may
be able to expound # its doeradm6
more than lryrr,* and w6'meru by
the very structure of our brairs and
minds'as human beings, we are
wfued to create, change, play wittt
revise and renew meahine and
reference as much as we liketr are
compelled by circumstances and/
or intention. Ln other words, every
woman and man is a ootentidl
activator or beneficiari, of this
principle of "less is more".
Halleliriah!

It is necessarv at this point bsav
with as much einphasis'as pGsb6
that these reflections are notlimihd
to and by ulhamodem, millerurial
scimtific, technolosicat and artistic
developments. ThuI, I do declarc ftat
the idea that less is more and can be

Less c:rn be more, less can be generative: a counter-memory
from natute,mythol oW, science, technology and art (1)
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Less can be more, le'ss can be generative: a counter-memory
from nafure, mythology, science, technology and art Ql a

Oro p'esi ic [The answer, the
soluiion, is beggared'by the
dirourse, the storyl A
Yoruba adaee. tvpiiallvinvoked to
indicate in'e'pist6mological
conundrum

-t OME asoects o[our national
\obsession with number, size\-f -6 scalecan beengaged by
the straightforward aigument
that since it is well known that a
reduction in size and numbers
often leads to greater efficiency
and savings on costs, it is in our
national interest to substantially
trim down on the size of manv of
our institutions and publicly
financed utilities- anil
parastatals. Unquestionably, this
argument applies to such things
as the number or size of
goverrrmental cabinets in Nigeria
and officeholders on the oublic
payroll, compared to much bigger
and more populous countries like
India and the United States both
of which have much smaller
ministerial cabinets than we
have. Indeed, in the early,
euphoric days of Buhari-'s
presidency when Nigerians and
the whole world expbcted much
from Buhari and tfie APC, this
was precisely the advice given to
the president by the so-called
Transition Committee chaired by
Ahmed Joda. Mr. Joda anil
members of his committee were
chosen by Buhari. But as we all
\.o*, Buhari completely ignored
that recommendatioi', "of tne
Transi tion Commi ttee. Simi larlv.
the boast that we often hear aborli
Nollywood being a producer of
more films than anv o'ther countrv
in the world with the exceotioir
of America's Hollywood, this
boastwould be well3erved by the
critical observation thaf the
cultural health of our national
film industry would be ereatlv
improved if we produced I lesse'r
number of films of much greater
quality than what pre"sently
defines. the typical Nollywood
film at the presbnt trme.

But theh, what of aspects of
our national craze for n'umbers
and size that cannot be queried
by considerations of funttional
efficiency and/or cultural or
artistic merit? Churches and
mo-sques are the fastest growinz
and ever expanding inslitutioni
m this country. lndeed, the head
gf one of our biggest evangelical
Lhnshan ministries, Adeb6ve of
the RCCG, has called for Niieria
to be so saturated by and ivith
churches that there #itt.o-e-,
time when there will be a church
w.ithin five minutes, walkins
distance everywher" i; 

-i-hE

!9qry \A/hatever anyone thinksof this idea, it iannot be
mterrogated by considerations ofcost .efficiency. Millions of
cnurches as compared with a few
lu.ngrecl thousand? \Atrho is to tell
Adeboye and the fraternity of ouiwarrlor evangelists how manv
cnylc[es are needed for the battlirwltn Satan and his devilish
nordeE? The same limitation
IPPIp to thebragging rights thatwe Nrgerians have e;stiblished
about the size of our population
tnro.ughou t ou r contin-eni and theAfncan diaspora worldwide:
tnc,se bragging rights cannot besuo;ected to the scrutinv of
eftlclency or logical rationjlity.
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For if you make an his dream of a
Nigeria in which
there will be a church
within five minutes of
walking distance
evervwhere in the
land' and the
uncontrolled and
perhaps
uncontrollable
mushrooming of
public and private
universities and
tertiary educational
institutions? And the
number of
Nollywood films
made every month,
what relafionship,
causal or speculative,
do they have with the
uncountabrle number
of ministers, senior
special assistants,
personal assistants
and administrative
aides to be found in
every state in the
fedeiation? In our
country, it is not an
e.xaggeration to say
that a new pastor or
evangelist hears and
answers the "call"

extensively on the argument ttiat
less is.not olly paradoxically
more. it acfuallv is'a oervasive
feature of the s[ate of'thihgs in
nafu re, science, technology-and' art. If I am to be completely open
about my intention ih this series,
I should admit.that it is mv hooe
that the readers will be prdmptbd
to reflect on aspects of life, nature,
society, technology and art they
know-and are awlte of in which
the smallest units of measure
yield the greatest harvests of
pleasure, contentment, securi ty,
personal satisfaction or public
good.

Why clid Buhari reject the
recommendation of the Ahmed
Joda Transition of a much smaller
ministerial cabinet? Why do all
lovers, promoters and
aficionados of Nollywood
continue to argue thiat tht,
significance of the'hational video
film industry lies in as many
trashy films as can be and ar'e
made? Why do the evangelical
and Pente'costal warrioYs for
Christ believe and act on the
assumption that the more
churches there are, the more
barely trained pastors come forth
every day the better? Why does
the looting of our national toffers
excite the interest and concem of
Nigerians only if the numbers
run into billions, not (iustr
millions of naira or even dollarsi
Compatriots, these questions
have no-_easy, lt-rgical ans\\'ers.
especially whei set into a
relationship with one another.
But as stion as vou brinc
moderation, modesty onH
smallness into the picture, an
illuminating clarification
appears on the horizons of the
mind and the psyche. One small
church; one siirgle university; or
one Nollywooil film: each'one
can offei more than what a
hundred churches, universities or
films if the potential that exists
in even the-tiniest of thinss is
maximized. [n other wordslthis
Nigerian obsession for huge sizes
and large numbers exi"st and
endurelecause it keens our
country and its affairs'in the
present state in which waste,
mlsmanagement and
squandermania enrich and
benefit the few at the expense of
the_vast majority of our peoples.

We mudt coirtinue tb in'voke
principles of cost effectiveness
and rational management of
resoLlrces and capacities in theface of the 'monumental
corruption and squandermania
that make life a- hell for the
m-aigrityof Nigerians in themidst
ot the plenty enioyed bv our
political and econ<iniic elitds. But
far beyond this, there is the
recliscovery of the counter-
memory of how in nature,
science; technology and art the
smallest and tinieEl units of time
and space are often 

"r"a to
enrich,life for the benefit of all.
Start with And rr,riflrirr yourself.
coryp1 ttiCts. Forget the humbers
and the sizes that obsess the
multitgdes; think only of s*ull
kernels and seecis'thai cingerminate clnd multiDlv.
encl lessly. Notrrish them; pr.ituti
Lhu*; spreatl them; cefebrate
them.

cBiodunlwifo
b j e y if o @ f a s.h an ai.{rtu

exception
periodic B
verbal and

for the
eo-ethnic

skirmishes tha
political
t we have

on the results of our
national censuses, it is a
moot point whether
Nigeria would be better
as a small nation that is
no bigger than Gabon or
a huge nation that is
inching ever closer to the
200 million population
mark.

I make these
qualifications in this
concluding piece to the
series that began in this
column two weeks ago
in order to underscore
the crucial fact that my
main concern in th-e
series is not really the
usual one of the 

-vital

need to substantiallv
ftduce or even end th'e
waste, the
mismanagementand the
squandermania that are
endemic to govemance
and public aFfairs in our
country. By this,I do not
Tean to suggest or imply
that this criticism ha-s
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