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Linking r iustice and economic iustice

F-xcup* ofg pr6entstion by DABflf's Regional {sapfifipstorfor Anglophonea

Bene *{adwogu and DAWN'S Research {sapdiridor CItl polttical eoomnyof globalisaio4 Gita Sen, st recent ITF{ Forum
he challenges facing
f'eminis affimprs to link
gender justice with

recomrnendations on rcprodustive
heatrth and rigftrs, and the WSSD
Eulcro ffionomic agpnda-

These agreements urere frraught
rlr,i*r contrrovercSr althougfu rx! rnons
so than many other gnobal issues-
WIut $nas strikingabourn frbrn urasthe
extent to whtch a srmalfi rnirnority, of
religiow fundarrnentalists and ttnein
allies could hold fte negpfiidiorns to
ransoaft through thelr attermpts te
reverse fhe, Caino and Eeljing
ag}eernents durring [he +5 revicrnrs-
Af.[ktryh ttrc clfumate of tt*e [990s vvas

diflbrerrt {rs},nn the tnarsh temsiom of'
hi-polarity' in ttre 1970s emd I98Oq
somrc of'the aators; arnd ternsions lmd
rmt clmngpd arxd wh,ifle tfre prinsipafi
text of,thme negotiatiorss appunred to
be wCIrnem"s rights, tXrc cnitical suub

text tlt/as ttrc sontimunlmg SounttFlqffiffit

divide-
ln this clinuate, f'umdarnerntafi[st

forces have sy,sfennatica$fiy ffiennped
to e,r,*erEre as, c[mrnpiorus ofttrc Sonuffi]"

Thn hard Birrc positloms takem hY fu
Northe rm, megotiator$ orn ev'erY'

ecomomic Iss,ue fir"or,n ttne rigffnu to
dcvetopment, to deb( to tnade, ard to
snnrcmial adiustrnent pnovided frytile
soil for a gyowing closemess hetw'esl

tk Vidicffi arrd at leastsorlrua Soxffimn

nqslmrs, Wlo,re recerfity; uqfrrciv[fi
sociefyr initiatives for globan iusi@ had

tlrc, Vatic;m! as an atrlyl Wtnmcv,er the

rdionatre, fu \tllican hegam to use frts

growing clourt to oppo$& llvomlen"s

ri$ts ard gendu equanffY im werY'

possiblc imcrnmional forum-

By frc tilne Viema cunfenre m
hm rig$ bok Plre in 1993, tre

Vdican had bqm to mobilise isl
fonces against the recognition of
urmlcmh ri$!f,s as hnrmnr riglrg, h
Cafuo 6 19Q{, the \ftrtican allid isclf
urith Islamic frrmdamentalists to
strongly resist the adoption of a
rcprodtdine hcatfr md rights ag3nda

in fte ICD progrruNre ofAcrirxu At
frc S@iaI Sumrrrnit irn C-opcn@en sir
rnmfts Wrr, &is alliilre wolkcd m
oppoffi oreryimormireryectrchd
to gprldcr eryaffity and repmoenivr
hGaI&" Tlnis opposition continued

through ttne Beijimg and Habitat
comfercrc-

qoonomic justice come from two
dirCIctims-

Om the one side there are the
poorly rcgulated processes of
glohalizatfrffir, thc nerr form ofa fre+'
ma&et jrgurnam riven by @ ad
gowirng incqualities of wealth and
incomre, in which risfug ntrmbems of,
impoverished peopler eslleciaily
wtxn€n, rc heing milginalisod froNrr
assuss b smre livelihoods,

Om the other side is the
sErcngfrtrcnirng of nationan, religiom-
based" cthnic or other identities im

rilhich tre ass€rtim of '&aditional*
gend€r nslcs and s5rsfiems of autrority
md ooffiot is centnat Ttlc chalXenge

fu rrymen is horr t0 assert drc nesd

for bffi ecmunic jrxtice ard gsrder

What do tle fundanrcntelisn
reelly rraut?
Wtnile ffie comsewamftrm are certainly

most v,iinularut (.amd ffie \fad€an neat
hystenical) om ahortion and sexrnl

orlcrrumlom, ffifl$ b ulty qrmtrorralic

of, their core ohjcctiorn to gender

eErraXffy ieolfl TtEy are admanfi in

fteir reffirsaI to remgnisetrc b,nmlry

of dffifrrc vfrolcrnae agair6[ \ilo{r!€n

in aX[ soc[miies ard im ffiCIir veLmcnt

assartimn of tha sanctity' of 'cutturaf

md "nelig[orus- bclicfs ard practices

hornrev'en [narmful to wonnem-

in an insreasingly globaXised

amdMworld-
Thc cmferenoes ofthe I 990s were

ftc fts signifrcarlt global rcsiuts
ufu€m'womem's issues* Gilne furrrild
f?om tha margins of veomcn-onl5r

coruf,ercnce$ to the rnainstreaxlr

ageruda- Thc conrminnents fo gsndff

CIqelakty ard r€Productive Imlth ftnt

"-. rcachCId d tr€ WGId Summit sl
sGiat@incopenhgwin
lggs wsrE @tY based om

Intcrnational Conference tln

Foprddion and DweloPmeut (IC"P)

dcfinitions' Tlrc Bcrjirg Pldum for

Action of the Fourth f,Iorld

Csrfurua on Wornen elrymdcd m
threc-the Vienna algreefients on

womcn's human righB' Cairo

Irn C-axro + 5 amd B€4ffiry +5 fu
mundarmma[[s insissd om full respect

f,or rcnigiouls hcliafs alrd cultunl

div€tsity' u&ih rcfrsfug t0 accord fu
sanrc rcspwf to trG dilffisity ammg

I'B/omtem-

Resilicncc' cEGrgY aEd

inagimtior: woncl's

orglnirrtiorc risc b frG c!r[:rF

(ffiicotP'23)
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ments. Oqre such crucial
t emerged was SLAC
American Countr les),

I
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Despite these unfavourable
conditions, both the Cuiro * 5 andIleijing +5 reviews .nJ.O with thegains of Cairo and Beijing intact, andwith furtlrer progress orfronrs. t;'tr.,i, iis;;, ;;.lT;,,:.J
progress observed in ttre 1990;conferences musl be credited to theslraregic capacity of grobar r.*iririnetworks to navigati betlveen theScylla ol' l'undarnintalism and theCharybdis of the Northern economicagenda. l'o do this, women,s
org,anisations and networks had toovercome their own internal
d isagree nrents and build ,,rong
coalitions across ttre global divides..'

In the 1 990s. tensions at play
within rlrc l'enrinisr field itietf,,
particularly in regard to the
dill'e rence s be lu,een Northern and
Soulhern wornen's agendas, were

graciually resolved through sustained among governefforts a g alliances. Women's coaliorganizations layed multipte strategic (Some Latin
tion tha

Beij ing +5,
weakness of delegati

essentiall

ons and the durin

y given the more
g the May Bei

conservative G77
j ing+5 inter-

pos itions

egan to distinguish itself from

presence
fundament alist oppo sition. The

o or d ie " sessi

Although SLA
onal meetings.

C itself may haveextremely rmportant strategic and been a short-term tacticaltactical ro le played by women' s phenomeno[, its emergence was aorganizations and NGO activists lnside signal of maJor rmportance. For theand outside government delegations in fi rst time, a significant bloc ofnegotiating the ICPD programme of Southern countries was willingtoAction itself had given them stand simultaneously for globalconsiderable expen enbe and economic justice and gender justice.credibility. By doing So, this bloc challengedIn both cases however, women others within G77 to show their truehad their work cut out in terms of colours.
bringing inexperienced delegations up In the period after Be

of a "d

U ing +J.,to speed on the complexiti BS, both SLAC has metam orphosed into GORtechnical and political, of the (the Group of Rio) ln more recent
negotiations. Wornen also worked negotiations. What is clear is that there
strategically to analyse the political is a strategic need for a global
direction of the negotiations and to negotiating bloc positioned in the
support the building of key coal itions South that consistently links economic

justice to gender justice and
participatory democracy.

A final word to other development
NGOs and networks. Unfortunately,
there are still far too many at global

and other levels whose commitment
to gender equality is weak, and whose

beliefs and political practice are

fraught with patriarchy. But for too

long, the tendency arnong even the

more progressive development NGOs

is to leave gender equalitY to be

struggled over bY women's

organizations alone. It is high time

they recognized that women's

struggtes for gender justice, economic

justice and participatory democracy

ur. central and may be keY to the

energy, strategic thinking and

innorative wisdom this era of
global ization and fundamentalism

demands.
Culled from DAIYN Informs'

March 2002
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