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I Frnimir liLilt.

A rejc.inder by I. A. Curtls Joseph
I am a reSular reacler of the Frldey column i.n the VAIIGUARD ''FACII.,{G

TllE I(ASilA'r. The 1$sue of Frlday, June 20, 1gg7, struck a deep

lttterest ln me bec&useg[ beirrg a reproriuctlon of the BBC y/orldwlde

commelltary i:y }'lontca r'ilrltlcook about the former [iovlet Unlon Central
Asletr republieo, especlally Uzbeklsttrn, v;hlch lratl (arrd etlll have)
large collceritratlort of iJusllrna anon6 tire collapoert flf teen republlcs.

fhe lneinuatlon t.irat Atlrelsm arrd. Corrununisril dled y;1tir the Ulj{jR 1e very
misleaciiriS. In the flret place, we had the utjl0li 0F sOyIET SO0IALISI
IIE1',USLICS?rand not uliloN 0F [;uvlu1' cciil,;uiilliI ft[puBI,IC;,i,iiiICII l'{AS L{ADEup

trIilIUUij IiIJPUBLICg AiiD2O ALjTL,ii0;,ir/UlJ IiUGI0,lilrro corruirunlst state harr
beeil establlshed. atty wirdre j,n the viorlc1. There ie nothin6 llke one

mall or orte natiotl cotiun[tttism, 'lhere huve becn partles arrd statee
cleat':d by people vriro believe in collr,ilurririrri of r.;hlch the Sovlet UI,II0N
I''aB olle. llhey juot irnve to start rvlth sociallst plarrning i:ecause
coru.runlsru ls a very 10n6 way off. Arrcl cven no state (not even the
ussR) has bren abre to reach ilre stnnda.d leve1 of sociarlsm.

slhat calttallem ls to lmperlallsm te what eoolarism ls to oomnuBi-Brtrr
they are spring boarde. y{hlle tbe worl.d, 8enerarly, and Afrtca l.n
partloular' has had terte of lmperlartsm, corununlsm is ettll e dream
of a future world es &!!r*r contalned ln the c0lfiirlUl{rsr tr.lAI{mEST0 qr
put together by Sarx and Xnge1g tn lg4g. y/hat ls not in exlstence yet
cannot be satd to have dled,

Ai for Athelsrn, 1t has been ln exlxtence nleny centurles before
the comi'tunlgt 1deo1o6y or tire revolutlon tirat created the foraer
sotrLei unto";ff-*ff*celveo, rn 1!c1 j'J, $ocrates yirls s.ceu*ed of belng €n0;.or preacitlng *. The 0reekg and Rorune aocused ilre early chrltians of

beirrg athelets because tirey refused to lvorshlp thel:.. gods. The/were
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pelrtccrttod ctrtd killr:d nost brul,ulty lrr Lire iiornc of liero. So 1t wus, unt11

Ilmperor Cottttrntltre"convet'ted" to chrltirrnl ty r,rnd 6ot, ther:r ricceptable 1n

Romnn ltnp.lre ritth the iitlict of l,lilan 1rr AD )1).

Eetween 1?58 nnd 1971 , I hrrrJ vlsl tr:d alI corrrrt'l.es lrr l,laet arrd iYest
t/tsp

0urope ( except l{orway uud Aliranln) , all the 1'1f teen, republtcs and some

of the 20 autonomous re;lons and part of Asla and the far Eaet. I took

partlcular lntereot in Uzbekistan because of the hlstorlc i,iuslim

connectlon. In 1962 of the caplta6 Tashkent, I had an appolntrnent wlth

lr.{*h t}re Clilef Imam from rvltotn I got first }rarrd lnfornratlon about the

functlons and pructlce ut*H{*rct$€*}s of Islanr in t}re forrner US$R.

As irt &n;,'otlror part of the Soviet Unlon, educatlon was cornpletely frue.
Beceuse relt6lon )rad ];cerr oeparoted frorn the ctate, al"1 schoole '$ not

teach relig1on. Iiach re1161ouo or6anlsntiorr lrud the rlgtrt, freedom &nd

respotrslbillty to arrrrttge teaclrl trss of the te;rdts or cloc trlne of thelr
re116;.ion to tlrelr flocke rvlthln tlietr lrrotltutlons. ilo dlscrlnlnatlon

or Government lnterferellce at all. Ilealth viae free and unemployment was

non-extsten&.A11 forrns of crirne irad i;one rloy;n to the barest mlnlmum.

Armerl robirery, d.rug traffickln6 anrl gan5sterl&r, were no more. f wae

taken round tire very large llbrary where I saw oId volumes of hanil-

wrltten Korans. At the end of the about three hours encounter, I aeked

th8 Chlef Imarn to glve Ine a wrltten tnessage to l{16erlan Husllmo vrho are

not aware that tire reli6lon was verjr strong ln that part of ti:,e Sovlet

Unlon. ile lvrote 1t ln Arablc.

Baok in i'llgerla, I took lt to the head of i,iuellm rellglous Breadceetlng

ir: the then illgerian Broadcasting Corporation after dlseuselng 1t wlth

the Dlrector 0eneral. AlheJl Ekei:iode ( f do hope I remember the name

correctly) v,,&s the one. lle v;as very happy and pralsed me for taklng

such lnltiatlve to do that. f t lvas reeid over the natlonal network.

"i[any tirlngs, lnc1udln6 fait]t, have changed slnce the demlse of the

sovlet union seven Jre&rs aijo.'r so &pl)ears in the artlcle ln the vAIIGUARD.
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But oonlrrlry to l';lraL i'.c;uicri 'iilti tlock ',1'nntSrer:ders to bc.).ieve, the changeo

tirat liave taken place have rnode llfe rior$e for the vast maJorlty of the

pec,,p1e, espec1all-y lor the youlrg v,'ho cun tlo,nore i-:o tc, rrchool and hrve

enouglt irealtlte c&re, blre t'rorkern v;lro hrrve beerr lald off and tlie elderly

whose penslons are not ptrldl and even if paid cannot satisfly ttrelr
needs v;ltir 1t. All thc soclal welfure stnrctureg have co1lapsed.Al1 what

tltey tool< for;rn.nted before seven jiears ngo have vanlshed, nnd they are

nol beln6 ceJoled to resort to a ner',,brnrrd of prayers to brlng them back.

Same os v/e huve reslortetJ to ln lli5;erla to solve the economlc hardshtps

created for us ]r; tlre r:ri1ltnry.

I was nt Juklrtira and 8sn Sarnarkand. Thlngs are not the s&rle agaln. Falth
Itas tul<en the shnpe of Islom fundamentallsrn err6lneered frorn abroad. f t
stnrted rr tynr ln Ifuh Tadzhlklstnn, one of l;he central oolan otatee, The

lundanentallntcf rvant to {ne over Nlre 'lovenri::e}rt. Ihere/,,, }ra1t to the

f1;:htirrg norv tirrouglr a pence or collse-flre brokered 1n l,loscolv vrhil,ch I
fenr ma;' not endure i.:ecause of l,loscolrr r; compounded econonlc problens

slrrce tlre collapse.

Strange enougli, it vras the ctrrletiatrs that ]rad problerns in the Sovlet

Unlon because of the"marrlage"betvreerr the Church (Russlan Orthodox)

and the forrirer Czarlot Govarrunent whlch the fioclallsts (not.rhevlks)

overthrevrw ln 1917. the Church was part and pnrcel of that oppresslon,

suppression rrntl rnass poverty 1n the Russlan FJmplre. Tire Central Aslan

etates were colonles In the Drirplre arid were grantecl automatlc lndepend-

enoe aft€tr the revolutlon Bucceeded. In falrneas to the Czarlet nurHflfif'
and unllke other colonlal ernplre bullCers, tirey rnad,e no fuss to lmpose

thelr rellglon and culture on liieir solonieei. io lt was easy for the

colonies to ad jus t. qeis*cr.

In 1)22, Ukralne and Byelurussla Joined ltusela to create tire Unlon of

Ijoviet $oclallot Republlce. Uzbekletan and Turkuenlstan Jolned lu 1924.

Klr6hletan and Tadzirikletan jolned ltr 1929, andltazakhetan ln 1936. fhen

Armenla, Azerbaljan and Goer6la jolucd 1ri 19)6, and iioldavia 1n 1940.
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Ustol1g, L6tvia, Lltlrr:anin, tire rlrrltlc iitates, jr:lned lrt 1940 throuSh

a Ieace },acI slgnerj 'i:etr','een t]re UIllilt ant'l liltler Certnanr" "'hlch the

f orger tirouglrt l';ould 6uaruntoe non-agrenslott by Gnrtnarty. That lvas ln

1g31.But iiltl-er brolle 1t J-rr 1941 rviren tlrd fcrccn invaded tlre USIjR ln

ltr 19 41 ,

,Ihore !'rer.e li1flrlJ' Clrrlstlan rlettotni.tttrtlorts lrl tlre llLil;R. TIic Rue{rtan

0rtirodox glurch apd Lrmenian/Gre6orlan Clrrl.stlan,'-r lvere nost promlnent.

The Catlollcs, iire )Saptists altd smal]er ottes. I saw tile Patrlach of

grthod.ox lhurch in i,loscow. I hacl & special i"nvitatlou to the lionastery

ln l,elin5rad tn 116? from tire llead, I;ietropolltan !'tlkodim. Yltth all the

adverse reporto f hsd lienrd about rellgton l,n that part of the world,

I could rr6t belleve vrhat rny eyen when I entered. There vrere monks from

ilast Alrica (blacke) who were tirele for tralnln6. Itislde the Lloneetery

v/a$ lige sornethlrr6 I rerrd ui:out the Arablan liings palaces and from

falry tales. Atrd tltere 'flere priests frorn far and near.

Surprislngly there t'/ere some copleo of extructs from artlcles I had

rvrlttel about international pence attd l;lte IIUSR ln the I'JUST AFRICAiI PII0T

ln the fifties nnd slxtles. These facts erner6ed. t'rhen itropolitan Nlkodlm

,jvas proposilrij my toaet. I v,ras the first liigerian to joln the internat-

1orial pence rnovei,rent founded by the 6reat French phlslclst,JullotCurie

arrrl lrls rvlfe in 1951/52. And I rvus tlre foutrder arrd presldent of the

I,llgerlnn Councll for Peace lvlrlch wan bantretl by tlre i,illtary 1n 1966.

Ihat receptlon irr tirc l.onaster:y was grent. There were lively exphanges

of vlelg abou't contributlfn to iYorl<l leace vrltlch should be tire meetln6

potnt for al"1 divergerrt hurlan actlvltler:. nrer.'off&tot to eat and rlrtnk.

i'{hen T r'lsl.ted Arnenle 1n 1964, the Celpttn.}, Yerevan, provldetl the

very- great opportunlty to trace ttre hff*ffiYor tite Armentancnr#fs, also
to 

g nnr] 3atholemelv wiro fled theknoyrn as tire iirego::lan CirristlcrrrsOThadeus ernd 3atholem

persecutlons. of Chrltlans in ltonte ln late Jrcl centu.ry and joined the
qhdtfltk '

strug6le dff'tjre oppresslve domittatlon of Artnenia by th* turks. There

I snw n r:r,iall Ctrrlrch that was tlutlt ln AD 102, 1on6 before ilome tolera-
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ted crrristrnrrcl r courcl lrot rjee tirt-.,en-d.f ,re crrurcrrxht who '5 cn('€ael

the catirr"rlicus. i.]ut I tneb hiril 1lt i,lor:col'; J.tr 1965 and had very usefu4-

dlecr.tsslon wltir ltitn.

As ip ofirer pnrtr.r of Europe r ]rad vlsibed r tnet athelstn, agnoatlc$,

humanlsts, detsts etc. There vrag n bl6 bulldlni;ln 'Lenlngrad rvhlch

co,tal,erl tli, *uceuiirso orre rnou,ted by a'relrtr and tire ot'er by thelets

or bellevers. I tirlnk tltls vras neguel to tlte anlendinent of the ussR

Constltlon ln 19)6',virlch Seve freedom to Lhe propegatlon of folth ani
cho re t'

and to tirooefrn the opposlte slde. It ls queatlon of rnaklng oner I ,ot€t

wlthout breaking; boneg.

Tirat vAGUAitD artlcle sey8 'frJ years of Lenlnt e corununlst lnsurSence that

irno gollapsect novr nake tlte l,luslllns of Uzbekletan to flnd a ne\Y oppdtunty

bo revive n culture tlrat r.rcro rnuzzl-ed for thut perlocl ttrtt a vast are& of

alnost 2000 nrlles that rvas ,nce an Ernplre of rslarn.'Arab col0nlsers

brclu6ht Islam to Ilzbeklstan. Sefore thenthere lYere the Lloguls, the

Turks and. otlter oolgnial advertturers and plurlrlerers all over Central

Asla anci &reas ilrat leter becarne the lovleL 1-'rnlon. They cBrne i';lth

dlfrererrt curtures ard re111;i',s fo.tire rrrarhn purpose of exploltatlon.

y{irtcrr ono does i.onlca and tire capltalist epo}oglsts want the Lrzbeka -*l*-tc
return lo? czarlst Russl.an nnptr'e or Arab Islarn colonlr.illetn or Persian
Zoro*strienism? ? ?

$eve*ty yenrs"of "I,eninf s cormruniste Insur6ence'f rvltnessed unprecederlted

tra*sfor;rintion cf lunan belngn ivlth tll-fferent falths, colours, creed or

*a tt o,^1i tler: into nn 6s sllonrc f orc e tirat turrred cleserts to erable land i

antl unlfytn6 l,,urlrn [nt] rrinferl.al I'esouroeB ft-tr tlre heneflt of all' Rend

rvlrat ls ln T.,il Ai:iiiu0AII I'DOPL]j5 lilici-lLOI'jiDIf,, vo1. 1B pai";e g60GtEttIn

forty- yea,s fire sovlet unlon hos becorne olle crf the v;orldt s lndustrial

glarrts.'f (1')o2/ tt) ['Jltion.

In a country or comnutrj.ty rvhere education le free, health care 1l freet

lvhere ilrereino utr&loyrnent and retluion 1ri ilatter for tncllvldualB or
Ab

irroups of the sarile falt5, tliere vrl1{no coinmerclalised God/A1lah' I{o

Kareshs or Jones or l,loongor the f&1se prophets wlto abound ln ill6erlen
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s erty,
s oo 1e ti e 3 llor'/ o

w####{, lad 6overtl*nce' iryper corrf,.tlon' fear o
,ht

f' knovtr atrd the unknown
,!

rn tire collopsed 5ovlet unlon t'e types.f rellglon,rat'rere ban-nedl

nnd not encoureded to tirrlve lYere tiror:e vriro prevettt people from

the f^rits of rleveroprnent irr,earrr cnre a*d use of facillties provld'ed

free by l,ho state for' hcaltlr;' tirlrrkirr6 and' irealtiry livlng'

I{ow uzbekletan I,',uglilr}s are feeltng the plnc}r of o dlfferent 1lfe'

I,Ior:t of thOge Yrho novr svtell thc nurnber attd learnlng holv to pray may

Just be f&ke or those rvlto hope urrrl' hopei fo:: a rnlracle untlI they paES

of f t'vl pa nct'> 7 '

EBEE8 r r^r ...{ r.r. .r,rr.o,r{ nrrn r,r{ fl{ rrf ortiuttlon and
ttrli5er.iai,.filelrrgintrrtrlaterlvllt}rlrr6lerrlounrnlelttforrlurtl

clls-lrrforiurtiort proprtsondtt rtbout tlre coll&poe of the sovlet unlon'

Islurn is t5c rrely target.i,ioet lilgerlarl$ &re very tolerant of each
tn hQeretW

o*rert s rert5ion. rt ts in sorne parts of the Itrorth that rellgious 
A

is rife, everl arnon8 l,iuellnrs. It ls ln the North that they planned

tlre an*ulment of the falrest and freeot erectlon 1rr iiigerla vrhich

vr*s *ron &rso by a I'lus1iril. Ile ls lan6ulshlng 1n jal1. ills buslnesses

suffer. Ilhat tlie Govertunent 1s owlng hls comp&ny le not paid' }'lot as

result of Judgenrent i.rnposed hy tl're court' IIis Doctor vl&s allowed to

see irin after eli;hteen tllonths, but:rot allowed' to carry out any slmple

rnedlcal exornrnation. rils wlfe rvas murrlereri 
'* 

broailf dayrlilht for no

offence. I:UliLI;':0jj i'iUlilIi"' Ill TilU I;Ailii 0Ir Atl'AY ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Over to you, AlhaJl Abdul Snlam 0laturtde'

Ar\,''
s o

P. 0. 3ox 2078
Shomolul Palr.t Grove'
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