
NIGr-dLA t riAYS: FOrl yuHAT? .rHErtE ? V .r11rJ';'

Gene.'.i1 Y.ikubu Gowon, a former milltar! rleuo ol Stc.Ee

or t,iis count.ry f or nine years ( 19ob-Xy75) inici,rt"eu a

nrayer Session wirich iast.cri fcur hours in rrbuja;,b p,,rL of

che celebration of Lhe 3bth lndepenoence anniv.jr'.,dry of rnis

unf ortultate Country, Iij igi;:ria. i.rurlng eis tenui-,., ne i,t:vur

initiatcd "Nig*i'ic1 Pr.,!str. Now he has joinud Li lucrative

industry of sych.rptiqi,cy. He l,olos a Doct,orute c..grLu in

l'o1it1c"rl Scicncc, of a ur itisn Univ+rsittr

I read the rr:l*,ort on tnc ocrck page of '1.hE Gi.,...nJir.N of

October 3f :t966. The prcjs,:nt millt.rry head of b r gte ,.{ds

reiJorted ds saying he errclsrs€d it thrc,rugh a lett*i ru*d iry

Lr;. Gen. .jirry Useni, i"1in:!ter of fletjefol Ca;;ir.,,i ,fcr;-itory.

t-:is vJofOS: "I w€lCoir.u bi,i- d€VUrJprrrqlot, , thsc iri - r.i.r;r j-foui.--lflS

are new uej-n, seen frcrn the prLirer persrective. f o. iieve
irr the ei f *c..cy of f-r-t!ef :- 'r. l,ic <rSKcd that, it ilc iiiott,:

rluti-nal IJil inC] iru-ng t,h- ..ri1t,,,rS. He wo> l urtncI. t. t.-::rted
qJ seying '-h.rt 1f ,Jod cwul .i ans;yer tne rtrnerii.:anldurj.r,, ana

H.rr of inJr.:L.,noert:c -a.il Llr,:, civil war, and Goo c.,,uld twcr u-.

ouring ou-tr ewn civi] w-r, l, , wi.l i surely onEwef uj t-l(rr,

Going thror.igii the newL iL.,,, ovt:f ano Ovcr, I vv,_.s rion-

p1u;:;ed. A.t 76 yeufli of <:: dn'; a close wltncs.: Lo ur- . tish
coli:niul adrninis rratiorr, ti.,,., dlI f erent stages -{ Lr.lf, l, *r!1.r.ei, _i

f or independence, and aLso ..r clc:je observer of ir".: L.,rc, i.i.rfiu1

politics bejore the sl--rrL of the s'ecofld world wdr, r cr., not

kncw hcw naticnar prayers r wi thr,ur. practical ..rction, c.n f it
lnlo our ft.:ti;fi-1 life, tiiucii rflor,r.;.,.8o l;c€ ib- as il1_.rfoper

p*r:pecliverr to solve our pf ;wIuris, whrch dre myridd ..;rJ :,el r*
inf licted. The olrJ saying wnich is stitl currenf is t,iir-rr

He;ven helps those who help Lfrems.:ivt s.

l,lith my expcricnce in llfe l oee prayers as source of
inspiration or meciit.ition to str*ngtrien you to cdrry out your



2

:1ar;,,)-n" your lnt ntions must i-ie.gei'ruine, I have l-r.:rch

a politlcal and soci.rl recluse since 1967 on nbtlontil level
.;herr '.hr: war start,t-cl l,:caul.I I ,licl ni-;L L:ulieve tt;e wctr would

solve our pl: oblerns cin:i .(€s Llle cieep*r"ru,tcd peace- r,luu I

resigni:d f rom interrr.rLional ncrl.i,tics in 1909. Worse sti11,

I havr: bu€fl lncapaciL,.;Led sincc June 1983" f ollowlng an accl-

dent in whlch I sustt-iined a f r.rcturec{femu,r. Btt I have

tried rny best to kecp pace witrr local and lnternatisnal

t.rencjs in politics.

Tc keep my unciersLanciing of what, i,r&yer is all about,

I went tlrrough some dictlonaries and encyclopaedias dnd

comparr:d my f lndlnqs wlth u;hat, is hap5.:ening around mc and

carne Ltj :he palnful conclusion that lirayers have now been

reguln, ted or gulcieO iy dlvergcnt lnLurests anrJ the ref ure

cannoL u,: applled or emplo1:ed to invoke Goci to solve any

iruman i)roolems, especially in l\ilgeria where the milit.iry

has empl.-'yed the means cf fc,rce, money, posts and divlcie .,hd

rule to ,rnsure the geo.Jraphical unity of the country amid

unprecedented sufferln;s. ,,jith the prolrf0r.rtl<.rn of crrurches

and mos.,iues where prayers have been 1n abunriarrce ancl

increase for years now. The more t,hey multiply ln numoer

and the more lntense they pray the more our problems increase.

To compare the slluatlon ln America durlng the \,.iar af

lndependence and the clvll war ls f allaciuus. The l\m{iricans

resorted to war to remove the yoke of British co:loniallsm.

And the clvll war was fought between those who held Lhat slavery

be aboli5hed and those'who wanted to retaln lL. 'rhe abglutiot;

nlsts woor And t,he two factlons worked out how to repair the

damages done and ,remove the- wounds of the vrar. No nationaL

or sect,lonal organlsatlon of prayers. L,ven when the crucje

Presldent Reagan wanted to lntroduce prayer ln schools during
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:,-: second lerrTr, VOiCes f rom American congress r P f€os and Ehe

p=ople vchemenbly opposed it, saying lt was a bre"ich of tlie

ccnscitution. It was dropped. ?he consllt'ution over 200

:

years o1d is stil} suprerne.
' ad our own lndePendencc ,gfl theInourownCase'V{ehadourownlnoePenoerlue'.911

,tclil duc to the nor,-violen! stfulgIe, of oufplati-er of qoldrr due to tht

naEionalists whose leading figure was Herbert yacaulay, a

Lcigosian, whc ciied fif ty years ago' The 50th anniversary

of his death w;s 7th May, 1996. No mention of him durlng

Lhe Abuja celebration. Ttre great m.rn whose poliLlcs of

comprornlse rnaoe it posslble for us to galn a bloodless

independencel Nn'rrncii Azlkiwe, dlqd on the 1'1th or l"iay 1995

exactly f if ty years of Herbert I'racaulayts burial in Ikoyi

. crjrnetery, Lagos. The bociy of /'Lk }ay frozen (wriich I

regord as de$ecr.,tion) ln t.he Casb beacause rgacj leadlnq to

nls buri-I ,,rlative piace" in the f ormer .Eas 
Erjrn itegion is

not rnOtor-bIc. Lo!O; is the'rr-,;tlve placerr of h:fbeIC

I'tacaulay. All iire 8:It.{ rnd rccreatlon spots ar': ijvlle' Lveo

ihe inhabitqnts are i;einl; oepri'ed of Lheir Iafrc"'; thrcugh

nilitary edlcrs,and decrr,,,,s" Tirr.:,,: who had iniiai.iited Iorge

areas arounc j.t f or up ;C f if ti, Ycars have L,r:€fl renccreLl

l-romQless irfld ti-rerr proptjrLifs Li* j [royed. 'Ili,r f or:ntaln wiiich

v,rasbuilt.;:ndilreierntrdbyEheLeoanesecoIiii'unii'/Lolr'crrk

our indepeflocnCe uias Caa'.:'r'rci i.'Y De9!ars who f}*;;xed 'into

!.:'!os on f ree tr;in ride .'t L*r- 2vEh July 19tlc'

Wh.il wcrs Liru fi"rC..rS rL wli..L',{.: ChOSc f6rr--ti}l;iviI vlarf

,ros it pf .;ier Li,-t tt=rniir': ,ted i t. I It wd5 the, f cr.-":e r.: arnis.

r,i;j../c:,.i.iC, llo Victofl lio y;nr;L1ished. HaVs we rjeen.rDLe t'..'

I. unOVe Ch* WOUnc]5 ..:f VJclf ; HOi, Ccin Wt: Whgn Wu .t'.r t lCr',5e tr'I-

I liCnS ()f l.reOple >t-r:f Vui.1 uf f r.,ut-t dno dep5. lVeu ,.,: t'qr...: Of f

rrroney otlrcr Lrldn 20pounr..ll, eacrl IQr tho>e whu huv fllr..rl":t Iir Li's

iJank bef Ore s[e ..igerial Cu1.1. r:nCy Wa) Cnangcd. hOW ttrany !'/tir-e

-i:. .'..:,
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Liiey. so m.,riy of thelr yr:uii1 girls visr€ forcir-,ly c-rrrj..,d
iiWay. ,,liq:j, ;ney t./eftj nO lrlofe r"*qUifed they lirs.ru dUmped tO

roam about the country cspccial ly larJos. Our inter,:st in
tirut area wcrs oir. Tou.y rhe explorcrEion, ]ifLing *fld

export-"tlon contracts cire cenurarly controlled by c,rne 11rqr-I.

For consLrtuciun nraking, the milltory had pr:omu).gateo

L,.,o ancj destroyed tnem" ,il€ oo not know wheLher- we iiave orie

rlouJo 'r'lrc dr.-rf I of the orle pr,:;:ured bt a"c,rnrt.i Iut.ion.r]
cunferenceu wus ]aurr;hecl ,vith ponrp .,nd parg,Jantry at a cost
of thirty rriillir-.,n n.:ira. It h,s b-€fl going tirrough many

dllt:ndnlcnts secrctly. ClnIy thuse close to Se uL i.,f F,- yJer

liciVri OCC€:tS tO it.

And lliguria prays. And Lne head of state is E;ing ro

declare ci national day c",r prc,r.ers in a country sharpl,y drvr.deo

viith diffc.rent indiviclual, grcup and ethnic inlcrest5to p!L:,y

for. rrflii wiLh so many sr.,rfVi;rrl and dying ln r,..ndreJ of
f fustfaticn, ,-iSeaS€ <ifirj homcjcl.StlGS5. What a i;loCkt r! {-rl

Gocl ,jir..t o cisplay of ,coomfi,,clr:ry and buffooncry. witir
i;iany many iJeepf q: undef ;. :k qrrd Key, with Uos;Lveo it,urcii:t S,

with our young p*ople 8.,,. jng r-:,- crlls for fObbert.,a q,. a

resul t of ihe ve f t irarsli economic sl tuation iri tite Couri gry

Caused Oy r\i.i; .:r-i;ns, I.,rr,'. UUDs u,;lr-t !v(jr.e \e/er c,j:.eLf..Eino siirJ

who dO we of f.:f pfayefs Lur crfrd to wlrcfe .rfici t_f, whut.

Lrri'r ,:.lrj l'..'ll.u,l',j.j I Ld N-[v.-rtrrr. Un]ess we f act rea]i Llus,
tve afe wll liirgJ.y of f ef 1n,, our 1.:nOs and nalur.i] re:,()urtcs dn
cr "prattsr of go1d, to Ll-re w-i tirrg ernbrace of I rst ccntu-cy

imperi.rlism wrrich no pf cr!€f ctrrl r,:rnedy.
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