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PLEASE DO NOT IGNITE THE WORLD

This is.a ONE MAN APPEAL
of America through th@ir
SENATE, in the HOUSE OF

STATE GOl

m a Nigerlan very much concerned about the explosive

a
situation in the world today with all the ngerous, destruc=
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tive and push=botton wuapﬁnay

especially by the two SUPER POWEL

shows of power
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For the past fifteen years, I bave devoted my time and shent
hard earned money to study events t
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beings to what is now perennial conflicts which may result
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into the end of this J precious egrth. The earth that is
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blessed with abundance in everything that can sustain lives,
but which are being directed to destroying lives and the

earth itself.

When we in this part of the world saw light and started to
struggle to be independent of British Cﬁlﬂﬁialiﬁmg we got
historical inspiration from what led to the United States
struggle against kritish domination. The Anerican Declarstion
of Independence was of particular interest, especially wh

some of our own people who studied in the United &t ates came
back home to spear-head a new form of nati lonalism,

The British were then busy spreading propaganda that American
Eduogﬁlon was inferior and cheap., The effect was only tempo=
Iarye

The wind of change blew all over Africa and other colonial
territories. Nations under colonial rule started to gain
freedom from the fifties

But it was soon to be discovired that the freedom granted to
these countries was not complete. Economic freedom was taken
for granted. ﬁGu@, what is now known as neo-coloniglism,
suffaced all over.
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Poor Angola has been subjected to all forms of attacks backed
actively by the U.S. which has refused to recognise it since
independence ten years ago because the leaders of Angola
refuse to accept another form of slavery. And because they
invited friends tm@y‘ can trust to help them. The people of
Angola have not been space to tap their
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The whole world and very many people in the US are crying
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against this evil system. But the U.S. Government cannot see
the hand writing on the wall. It is
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The evil aspects of this new "freedom" in onial
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countries are that corrupt and repeessive leaders and Govern-

ments are
elections while popular Governments
or overthrown.

encouraged and backed up with arms, money and rigged
déscourgged, dicredited

rms of privations.

are
The masses suffer all fo
Thus the seeds of revolutilon are planbed.
suffer, the more
amount of killings or terror can stop the

The more people
they are hardened to resist
Fes

domination. No

istance.

This is

the

the pattern in all third world
«Se takes the lead

countries. Pity enough

in supplying money and arms to perpe-

tuate these evils. The I A, which ex-President Jimmy Carter
clipped its wings has got unprecedented boest from President
Reagan's administration. It has penetrated ihto every forn

of organisations all ocvev Hre e ol

The internabtional scapegoat for the activities
When?%yrant emerges on the political

ism,

communl

is

leadership of a country

and wants to remain in power, he just hag to shout asboub
communist inflitration. There is always ready response from

the Y5 » President Reagan has
rists, freedom fighters etce

created new meanings for terro=-
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On the other hand
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open armus, and the Western pre
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ana oppress

any person or
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By all T huve studied and erved for a decads
convinced that if the eader 0f the U.S.8.R
agrees with President that he will join
how the big powers will divide the third world

spheres of economic intereast, we will not hear
Soviet Union being called "evil empire" ggacy7 .

There was no communiss
gat in Berli
The Western sumnit in agnoth

western countries

find a new mbthod of economic

military force. There
scare loomed in the horisone

was o

It was the desire to dominate
industrial Revolution and the
inspired Karl Marx and Engels
gsocialism which was meant to b

Domination started within indi
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The domination of the masses with state power had gone beyond
avoiding domination. It was to be resisted and destroyed,

That was why Lenin, who had studied Karl Ma$> and Engels led
the revolution that finall Yy saw the

1s now the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics., It was possible Thifough
the response of the masses who were ready to lay down their

and laid the foundation fo the creation of what

lives.

I was in London when t
bPassengers-US ¢
Por the first time &ince he bamam@ Pzg&naant of USA, Ronald

Lﬁht&ri "‘“‘Ji-‘f.f é .

Reagan saw the futility of using force, That should have been

a great lesson fo

= o

But President Reagan &t the end of the unpteasant event went

R
on the air to make the most unreasonable and crude Statement
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ever made by an American President. In it he named five
countries (Libya, Iran, Cuba, Nicarac gua and North Korea) as
breeding grounds for terrorism,

Libya, after the overthrow of King Idris has become ga better
pPlace for the masses of the country who are so0lidly behind
Qadafi in spite of his faults.

Iran is now breeding a new typ%ggéﬁiaﬁef% of domination that
only an internal revolution can stope

Cuba under Castro for twentyfive years has taken a new shape
of developmmnt recognised by the whole world and well respected
by third world countries.

Nicaragua went through a popular revolution gpearheaded by the
Sddinistas in 1979 who #n a well organised elections recently

A

won the vbtes of the people by a J@ry large majority(about 75%).

North Korea is a creation brought about by the peesence of the
two super powers dur ing and after the 2nd world war. It is
noted for its self-reliance policies;and though a communist
country, is completely independent of Moscow and Phking@

uuooaa/bn



. " TS Py e N s >

her nst Libya and Iran were
g B ™ | o S o o By oy e

rulers who I ed bthe masgses. Toey

bome~brewed .

'3

ong American

-

r Tthipoa
economlic © 1"‘:’}1@ 2

aragua who

za respectively

) oy
Korea live 1l con

ei b s o ni e =
vVakb stoCcks 0f we apon

Joint exercisese.

barerace

no creditv

interfere:
But the

It is now widely known that the killing of Patrice Lumumba in the
Congo, the overthrow of Nkrumah in Ghana, the slaughte

Allende in Chille-all popularly elected politicians were the
handwork of the CIAe

A very shamefully and openly rigged election took place in Nigeria
in 1983 returning an umpopular and unwanted Government into pow
President Reagan, with his usual crude way, rejoiced with the

"winners" and called it the %xi%myhl@f Democracy in Alf@‘iﬁ; 1%

@

the Army did not step in when violent resistance began, there
could have been serious bloodshed which could have spread to some
smerican institubtions here.

The type of Government we had in Nigeiria from 1979 to 1983 was

the worst evere. But it was very friendly with the Reagan administe
ration. Is this nbt an eye opener that it was the type of
Governments the US helps to sustain all over the World?
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When the name of an African was proposed for the Secretaryship
of the United Nations, the US Representative was against it and
had to use the veto to prevent him from hein@ voked for.

The South African apartheid Government has continued to defy the
world and the United Nations and still keeps Namibia as a colony
with Presédent Reagan full support.
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African Govern=
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from all

The f@x@g@imﬁ and many others show clearly the contempt with
which the US Government thinks of Africans.

5 ] " snert 1o 4 r thege eudila Pna
Do the Americans expect love in return for these evils fronm

African countries?. It is pertinent here to giwe a warning that
when Africans are driven to desperation in their resistance against
domination, they will resort to something worse than the Mau lMau
of Kenya. All US weapons will not delber them until the continent
is completely free.

The US withdrawal from UNESCO is to punish third world countries.
The worst of it is the amount of time, money and falsehood being
wasted to campaign against the head of that organisation Wwho
happens to be an African.

I was in London when the Britikh Independent Televisipon sho-wed a
programme in which the head of UNESCO and head of a US organisation
specially set up to useevery means fair or foul to destroy anybody

or organisation that does not bow to US dietation.
&

It was a very big disgrace When, in that programme, all the lies
told against the UNESCO and the head were punctured openly.

President Reggan only believes that with milita *y'mxmht the US
can do anything good or bad and get away witlg it. History does
not support this. Otherwise so many empires that had spxung up
all over the world in the past would not perish. Tven the Roman
Empire that was even bestewed with holiness (HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE)
crashed.
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of being onesided.

You may say 1 have not said a word
appeals Soon I may be
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I first met people from the Boviet Union in 1958 in

during the EXP0O '58 which was the fiyst exhibition that bruught
the East and the West together. It was purely business interest
thitt took me hhere.

I had worked under a big British
I gait in 1951 to sts

bad established very
in Britain exportving
etce I knew a good company I was export
Brussels. In fact they arr
#sid for of course.
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For the two or three wegks I spent in Brussels, I was always in
the EXPO *58 site moving from ope pavilion to another, %aﬁing
their different meals and exploring possibility of striking
businese degls

The USA snd USSR pavilions ettracted my attention most. From the
USA pavilion I got Some addpesses which resulted in my shipping
CoOw horne to & UB company for sbabh two jﬁ&aw¢ I got an offer
of 5,000 tons of cmment fram

than mny I had hes 2

& Union company by far cheaper
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For navionalist reasons, I was more im erested in Export which
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I did for abaut thirty years unt: [ qult business life in disgust
(%) ij % fnd

% the cement offer as I
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it would give me good profit and 8t mny export lines.
Apart fmom a Nigerian student ¥ho came with his white colleagues
from Iondon, I did not see any Nigerian in the EXPO '58 until
I left Brussels. And there was no Nigerian Pavilion.fhe only

appeared on a rotating poster in the British Pavilion with

n
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groundnut pyramids at the back ground.
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When I eeturnsd bhome I discovered that I required import licence
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to get the cement whereas no import
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after we got our ind ppear a book I

a
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to write. Not only that I was not given a licence,

%
I soon heard that I had been listed as a communist.

The second time I met Soviet people was in Stockholm during a
peace conference in 1961 December, I made a speech which conbained
what I lelieved from the bottom of my heart. The second day two
persons from the Soviet peace movement called on me. They sald
they were very much impressed by my speech and asked whether I
would like to visit Moscow. I replied that I did not have it in

t
ny plans and that I could not afford it.

all expenses paide I agree to g0 » I w 0 impressed with all

I saw in three weeks that I decéded I must know more of this landied
I hav# heard so much evil things about. I came back home and wrote
ny impressions in series in the leading nationalist Newspaper of

that period.

They said I would be the guest of bhe Soviet Peace movement with
8 8

3
fae)

Within ten years; I made several visits and knew ten of the fifteen

Republics. I wlwaye made request of whom I wanted to meet and

where and what I wambed to &ee. Many time
¥

: 1 would dodge my guides
and wander out or my own &hd nix freely wi

g
der ¢ th people. Language was
an obstacle: But the universal language of gestuses helped a lot.
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The largest mass movement in the Soviet Union is the Peace Movement.
It is all over the place.

I have been convinced since then that the Soviet people do not
want war. The arms race ig a geéalt obstacle to their economic
growth. But if there is war, it will be known as patriotic war
and they will gight and die for thatb.

I am writing this before the summit meetdng between President Resgan
and Mr. Gorbachev.

I am not optimistic about the outcome. We should no longer entrust
the destiny of the world in the hands of two countries and their
two leaders-~Resgan and Gorbachev.

We should pot allew some individual interests to plung the world
into destruction. The world belongs to all human beings. We
must find a way of tapping the vast gesources for the benefit of
man and remove the desire to dominate and the fear of domination.
It tock the USA sixteen years from 1917 to recoghise the USSR It
waited and built a huge mount of ill will for thirty years to
realise that mainland china (People's Republic of China) should
take its place in the United Nations. It fought the Vietnamese
for thirty years and lost a lot of goodwill. To the US, Cuba
since 1959 does not exist. Nicaragua must be toppled. Angola
must not stand on its two feet, and must not be recognised
because Cuban troops are invited there. Nauibias must not be
free because Cuban troops are in Angola=— NOT IN NAMIBIA.

I made many American friends during my trips to the USSR. They

came in as touriets, visitors, musicians and so on and so forth.

Of particular interest was a young muﬁi@iam'who gave me his

picture when we were parting and wrote the following at the back:
"To my dear friend - Curtis. I have so enjoyed meeting you,
and I truly hope our paths will cross again. May you always
follow the truth whemeever it leads you. And may you have
peace in your mind and in gour soul.

An émbraces Dean Read"

It was8 in Moscow in April 1966,
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There was a businessman with whom I exchanged letters regularly
until the Nigerian civil war broke out

Most of those I met expressed surpiise st all the bad thi
iet Uniorn in the US and what they actually saw

heard about the Sov
don't say it is all paradise ﬁh@f%w

.
on their visit. I

With 20 many Americans visiting the Soviet Union (I understand
they still go) why was it a sin for Daniel Ortega, the head of
an independent state of Nicaragua, to go to Moscow?

I have ¥igited all countries in Europe~East and West- except

Albamia and Norway. I have the greatest number of friends in

Britain. They all respect me for my independence of mind and
bopesty in my business deglings.

Most people in Burope and all over the world are aware of the
Western countries desire to conbtinue exploiting third world
countriess Any country plamning a nationalist form of economy i
the interest of its people must be toppled.

The US bhas not seen any real war nn its soil apart fmom the war

of independence and the civil war. That is why many people in
Eurcpe are very suspiclous of its intentions in deploying so

many weaponz in Europe and other sensitive parts of the world.
They think the US wants to keep theatres of war far aW&y from

its territory eo that it cam survive any war and control the Wﬂf&éc

On the part of the USSR when the Bolsheviks led revolubion succee-
ded in 1917, fourteen Zuropean countries intervened to overthrow
the new Govermment. But they failed.

The Czarist Government was with the Western countries in the -sh
world war, but thﬁ new Govermment opted cut of it by agﬁling it
imperialist war. They were isolated and denied “QQQ&Li '
It was in 1933 that the US recognised it.

The Boviet Goverome:nt, to avoid war, signed a Peace Teeaty with
Hitler's Gaxz&ﬁy¢ But Germany launched a serious unprovoked
surprise abttack on the Soviet Union which later lost about twenty
millicon human souls in the 2nd World War.
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he Soviet Union wwong to be on the alert and be suspici
eagan America which is now ready to support the revival of
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Nazism so long as it will be an ally against the Soviet Unilon

In many international confezences I attended, it always came out
t
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es aggree ki wmost points with the third world
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pening B the United Natipns, UNESCO and

a5 . D G s gl e Rt S NS g e U L e s A L S ey
v le of the U nited States should Think zZerlio ug.Ly ol

1o ™ T ares - wna Tl A s Tont wanra 2P e comrtiniielsr n o Ty
go We can have a world without wars 1f we seriously p lan
o
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Let me, in this closing paragraphs of his humble appeal To the

people of bhe United 8States of America, reproduce a portion of
Dr. Runcie's sermon,part of which I quoted early:
} & s B L’

-

"there &s no retirement from the serviee of God,or from the
truggle to establish his reign of love and Jjustice upon

0O o £
arthe The organised life of groups and nations continues

B2

e
to be %struggle to dominate or to avoid domination. The
dangers of this, at a time when our capacity $or destruction
so immeasurably greater than it was in the Second World War,

are obvigus."

These are words of wisdom, words of love for human race, words
that give warning of the comnsequences of any war now or in the
fubture. nt

The scientists who have been busy producing weapons of destruction
are an enslaved peoplﬁ; They are in bondage. The slave runners
are the padliticians. They should now be freed to divert their
talents towards constructive transformation of the world through
production of what can give food, shelter and clohhing to all
human behngs.
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The world was not created by mane Why do we want to destroy it?
Life is beyond man's creation, but man has been destroying lives

for eenturies to sustain individuals, monarchies, Empires,
colonies and economic interests.

Man created money. An Encyclopedia defines the primary functio
of money as % a medium of exchange so that cumbersome and time=-
consuming barter transactions can be avoided."

All religione agree that man is created by God. Atheists say
man is the supreme being on earth.

But money is now what is worshipped. It 1s what is used to produc
weapons to destroy the world and human beings.

Reagan dreams of a greater America building a new empire over whi
hangs a neuclear shadow as blackmaih to force every nation to
obedience. The only obstacle to thi

which should be forced to join in sharing the third world countri
e

s of economic interestse.

+

The alternative to this is war = a neuclear war. And an end to
the world.

3 =4 ; . PR K 4 s L CRnR o DO, K SR R i D s R
This musyv be st QEQ@» And the Americans must iead Tne waye

We can establish a wokrld of love and Justice - A WORLD WITH NO
MORE WARS.

P, A. Curtis Joseph
PEACE HAVEN FLATS
33/334 SHIPEOLU STREET,
SHOMOLU, PALM GROVE
LaGOSs, NIGERIA.
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