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II;iitT;:,I;:;:H"ffiffi:-Ltn recognition of women,s
struggles since l9l0 when March 9
was dec lared the International
Women's Day by the International
Conference of So.cialists and
Conrmunists. Since then, March g
has been celebrated worldwide by
class-conscious workers and those
fighting for the liberation of women
and the emancipation ofall humanity.

I strongly commend and salute
tlre fbresight of the Dutch Minister
ftrr Development Cooperation and
tlre [J nd,:r-Secretary-General of the
U rr i ted N ations/E.xecutive Director of
UN ['PA in choosing today to
deliberate on the important topic of
"Reproductive Rights and Culture."

Women's rights activists,
wonten's health activists and the

global women's movement have

come a long way since the success

of the struggle of women immigrant

garment workers in the lower East

iiO. of New York of 1908 and 1909,

led to the declaration of March 8 to

rem ind tlre world of women's

contribution to societY and

developrnent ancl hence the need for

equal oPPortunities for women and

nlc l1

A rtother

slrtl$le \\'as

trl'the Intern

Popu lat ion
p11tIt-tl lll lne

which for the first time, introduced
the congept iof women,s
reproductive heafth and rights as
central to population issues. This
achievement emboldened women
activists everywhere, and today,
there is no country left out of the
debate on issues bordering on the
rights of women. perhaps one
typical example'is the recent event
in Morocco, an Islamic state.
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On J an uary 25 , 2004 the
government of Moro.cco adopted a

new landmark family law, supporting
women's equality and granting them
rights in marriage and,divorce, among

others. This is one positive outcome
of the i*plementation of the
provisions of ICPD PoA which
created the basis for advocacy and

awareness-raising efforts among

(Continued on page I3)
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. Y,,ghlights of the;; Moroccan

Hl}rlu* 
inctude ;; foltowing

rnoti
ll'ont tak
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irrgotherwives' 

artrculated for the frrsr rrmr

Equatig: ,.Husband 
and wife sharejoint responsibility fbil family. Thewife is nb loner.l.Suiiy obliged toobe' her husbanO; in. uOult woman

is entitled to self_guurdiunrhip ratherthan that of a *ul. tu*ily m.r;;;,
lnd may exercise it freely andindependently. The minimum age of
marriage is l8 for both rnen and women.,,

Enforcement of hw: The family lawut:ig5 a key role to the judiciary inupholding the rule of law *A provides
for the public prosecutor to be ; p.nyi;
every legal action involving it.
enforcement of family law stipuhtlons...

This kind of success should be
publicised to encourage activists in
similar circumstances to utilise such
precedence in their own struggle.
Women groups should be supportra in
such places to educate and encourage
women in claiming their rights as so
provided.

Another example of such success
from another conservative enclave, again
drawing from the ICPD PoA, is case of
the adoption of a protocol on the Rights
ofAfi ican Women by theAfrican Union,
where the right to abortion was

uilernditnd hw.
The Africrn Union rdoprd ttrc

Protocol on ttrc Ridfi of Woorcn inAfrica on July I I, 2003 lE I
supplemsntry protocol to rhc 19! I
African Charter on Humrn rnd peophr
Rights. Advancing ttre hrrnrn righrs of
African women through crertiyc,
substsntive ard dctrilcd lrngrnje, dlc
ncw protocol covets a brmd rrrge of
human righs issues. lr explic,rti ra,
forth the rcproducriw rights of worrn

Divorce: .,The right to divorce is a
prerogative of both men and wotnen,
cxercised u*derjudiciar supervision. The
principle of divorce by mutual consent
is established.

Polygam.) : Por1",:ii1r,\ r) .,r ir)JiJilt [o riie
iudge's authorization and to stringerrt
legal conditions, making the practice
nearly irnpossible. The wornan may
require that her husband should refrain

to medical abortion when prcgn m)
results from rapc or ircest or whon thc
continuation of prqnancy endrnlcfi
the halth or lifc of the rnorhcr

Thc protocol also cxplicity crllr fir
the legat prohibition cf l'erngh gcnrtel
mutilation. ln advancing gendcr
equality, the protocol crllg for rn cnd to
all forms of violcnce rgrrrur w(xncn,
including unwanted or forced 3cx.
whether it tuk,rr ilace in prrvrte or rn

public, and u li.ogrition of protcctron

from sexual and verbrl violcnce as,

inherent in the'right of digniry lt
endorses at1} mative action to promotc

equal participation of \,Yotnen, rncludrnS

equal representation of women rIl

elected offices, as well as equal

representation of women in the ludruan
and law enforcement aS,encies as arl

integral part of eoual prolcction and

benefit of the law. Otlrcr br-nd range of

economic and strcial welt'are rights for

women were also set forth in the

protoco l.

What can be done to Promote the

implementation of these positive legol

frameworks include investntent in the

reorientariort and training wtl*'shops tbr

women in various prot'essional groups

and also tor communin wolllefl to 
'$stst

them in overctltttiltg age-long

internalisetJ conditions of

accommodatiorr ot. exploitation,

. Some PurticiPal
ng leuchers at tlte recent Internut'ionul Aclion tor

I

gftevrnl -{
,l oTH lnniuG]sary

ltoro ilEws

ll/rtmen's H ealtlt observunce, orguniseil bY the GPI Calubur Centre (continuatl on Puge I 1)

tl G0I-Tirfirrrrm l.l(t-rr--r-

*\ \ r\\\\\\!\\\Jr\.!\

I

I



PAGE 14

GIRI.S'POWE & JULY - SEPTEMBER, 2OO4

(Continuecl from poge I3) Promoting sexual, reproductive rights

I

serv itude and near s lavery life
conditions, to enable them to re-direct
their energies towards actions for
implementation of these provisions. In
short, the empowerment of women in all
ramifications through information,
education, en I ightenment; economic and
political empor,verment, etc, are the pre-
conditions for achieving reproductive
rights.

Socialisation process
Sex is a component of sexuality that is
natural, biological and does not change;
being male or female by nature.

Gender is a second component of
sexuality that can be changed because
gender resu lts from how we are
socialised, sexualised or desexualised
and on the social definition of who we
are as femalcs or'. males and the role of
culture and trltlition such as naming a

baby, choice ol'clothes - bright colours

for girls and darker for boys to make the

latter look corporate, piercing the ears

for female, involving girls in kitchen and

house chores, while boys play around;

choice of toys - baby dolls for girls and

cars and guns for boys; restricting the

participation of girls from different

activities that boys are free to participate

in. All these activities are dynamic,

socially constructed and cha4ge over

time una differ from place to place and

not natural. But this social

discrimination,, based on gr-nder, forms
the basis of gend., pori.r relations.
These patterns are learned and
internalised by both male and female.
Thus, when the fernale becomes
conscious of the discrimination and
advocates for change, th is then
generates such animosity, conflicts and
oppos ition.

Certain groups with religious bias
would then choose to focus only on
selected aspects of the concept of
sexuality and try to discredit the claims
and demands of those promoting the
rights of women.

The areas of opposition, based on
religious and cultural considerations by
male chauvinists, include:
Right of fantasies and dreams

Sexual orientation
Abortion
Adolescent sexuality
Gender equality and equity

Right to have the last say about what

happens to your body as a female

Right to safety in pregnancy and

delivery
Gender-based violence

STIs, including HIV/AI DS.

and how to relate freely with peoplc rhc
person chooses. Thus, by design, thev
are denied the right to information about
their sexuality and what gives them
pleasure.

Sexual orientation
In most cases, when an individual

explores to understand and decide on

the choice ofher or his sexual orientarion,

she or he thinks about the parents,

family, religious, institutional and

rel igious injunctions and interpretation.

social norrns and expectations as well as

cultural acceptability, before any

consideration of what kind of sexual

behaviour would give him or hcr

pleasure. This same right of choicc rr

also applicable, even when choosirrg tr

career or paftner. This right is even nloltj

lirnited in the case of fbmales who alreadr

suffer discrimination frorn thc

socialisation Process, and whosc

sexuality is placed under male control'

Abortion
Abortion is real- It is this reality of its

occurrence that led to the consenstls

recorded in Para 8.25 of ICPD PoA

Hence, using culture and religion to deny'

its existence and discredit girls and

women has not stoPPed it fiom going

Wetmbmgit is nst r*lrc[osi]r4
unt eyes fii ellrst eu'h(.u- rut
causrn W biwpTnat nnce rf k
rcahgof duttior.

on, unabated. Pretending it is not real'

closing our eyes and ears, etc has not

.uur.J the disappearance of the reality

of abortion. lf a f'enrale is raped and shc

would not consciouslY want to givc

birth to a bastard criminal' or if a

pregnancy Poses a risk f or both the

Right to fantasies and dreams

Fantasy is the ability of one's mind to

explore, imagilte and desire something

that one feels pleasurable about and

wishes to be Part of a beautiful

experience. It is also normal and a

healthy part of our sexuality' This is

often denied some individuals and

groups, particurlarly girls and wotnen in

an effort to desexualised thern so as to

their expression ol'rvhat gives

leasure and decision-tnaking'

ng desire., how and when to

nJ. ,u.h, who to be attracted to

control
them P

includi
experie

gtuVil,L
TH [nniuG]Sa

"(

{osexl,La[lty.
(Continued on Puge I5)
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crn&l mortal rty like unsafe
known and are
are denied this

On the onc hand shou td soci ety

moting sexual, rep
irnportant and positive aspects ofidentity constructlon, ;; as ethnicity,language, social il;;i-on, traditions

llj#:er positivs ;;nrirg cuttural

G-ender q ua[ty a nd equity

_Ensuring 
g.ndr, .q*fity unO equity

are prerequisites to overcoming *ld;;i,social and religious bairiers to theenjoyment of *or.n,s sexual and
reproductive rights. Exposing ruriow
mixed groups - religiou, LuO.rI, yortt,r,
women, NGO representatives, media, etc,
to train ing/workshop opportunities thai
give them an understanding and
appreciation of the irrationality of
inequality and lack of eiual
opportunities, responsibilities, control
and access to resources for female and
male, has been a positive way of
promoting gender equality and equity
in practical terms beyond the theoretical

have a say and so may continue to givebirth, even aJ th. ,irt ;;1., tife.Irrespective of class, .,frriri,V or otherdiversities, women,s bodies, anywhere
are politicised. No female is allowed tolay claim 

fully to her body. There isorspute at home over the right of thefemale on what she does"with he,
reproductive organs. The parents, the
partner, the government and even at the
global level, the reproductive parts of
the female are ,,claimed,, 

and there are
restrictions by directives, rules,
constitution, conventions, programmes
of action, etc, over what rights a female
has or does not have

The controversial topics remain the
expression ol- l"ernale sexualitv, her right
to be sexual or not as she chor.rses, her
right to become pregnant or not and what
to do with the pregnancy, if she does
not want it, and even her right to decide
to be healthy when she is battered for
refusing sexual intercourse without

of unrrfe abo
' [ )) rrrg frirm u

rl lon w
I,j

nsafe abonlon

hich can b

women to die

e

,'l r,li,r-' , ,, lir,tlr,ili rl monal rty rsa! womsn'l right to li fe. The

| ,\' J,( )\\ I R, .lut y - sit.PTEM

(( orulnuetl lrtt6 Pase t4) pfO
rurrcr and the foetus, what is such a

2004

provtstons on paper.

outcome of the
methodologies of

roductive rights
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Development Institute in Cirls' Power

lnitiative is a good example of how to
involve all stakeholders towards
achieving the goal of gender equality

and the training of media practitioners

on gender issues in our programme has

been a positive experience.

protection.

I suggest that time has come for us

to take decisive initiatives to put a halt

to these world conferences and embark

on implementation of the excellent

agreements from Rio I 992, Vienna I 993

Cairo lgg4,Copenhagen WSSD 1994,

Beij ing I 995, etc.

We should stoP the music of a

broken record and move the agenda of

past outcomes forward.

Any affempt at discussion of l3eij ing

+ l0 in 2005 should not include any talk

of 5th \!orld Conference on women but

Right to have the last saY

It is only the individual, that from an

informed position who would know what

is the best for her or his body' A woman

may know and wish to have perhaps two

o, ihr.. children, but due to the culture

of silence and commodifYing women

itrrough bride Price' and the

d iscrim inatory socialisation proce.ss'

coupled with the reli

of obedience to the P

best practices and legal changes' etc'

- W. should be looking at what has

changed and to what extent?

- What are the obstacles to advancing

women's health rights? We would

then see the:

' Role of the neo-liberal globalisation

' Rise of Political-religious

the

rr I'

of rn ilitarism

ge t6)
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Resurgenf forms of PatriarchY in

the naw ofculrure and radition

fiere is needfor workable framework to

engage and mo bilise resourc es to

inplemen ilCPD'Beijing,etc

AnY urge for the negotiating type of

conferences a t this time or in the nex(

10-25 Years w ould be a diversion to

inheritance. ltottottr krllrttgs'
discri nrina torY entPloYnrent

opportunities. denial of qtrality
education, forced virgiltity tests'

fbrced a bortiort, forced preglancy'

acid baths. and in extrellle cases'

nrurder. Oftentimes, becattse these

forms of violence are not recorded,

they get igrored and are llot seett fbr

what they are. There is need to get all

stakeholders, including religious and

community leaders to talk about these

issues.

Culture, gender and HIV/AIDS
Although biologtcal attribtrtes play art

important role in the vulnerability of
g:rls and women to HIV infection, in
the African situation perhaps greater

wlnerability of girls and wonren to
HIV infection derives from social'and
cultural discriminatory practices
against females. The socio-cultural
'practice of bride price places a woman
in position of being seen as a

corrulodity of the hLrsband. Hence,
she cannot refuse unprotected sexual
intercourse by rhe husband, even if
she suspects that he has STI,
including HIV infection. "What can I
do, he is my husband and I cannot
refuse, said Iquo, a peasant woman
in Okurikang in Nigeria who knew
that t he h usband had an infection.
Sometimes the fear of domestic
violence which is seen as "private"
problern by law enforcement officers
can force an Llnempowered woman
into risky sexual activity with her male
partner.,

Since girls and wonlen, by
practices of socialisation, social
expectation, religious interpretation

rclatiortshtp allcl callll()l lheretbrc

,l.g"iIr,. "i't' "*' 
Itt tttalty Afiicatt

soc i e r i es. the prac t i ce 
" 
i t-ll'tl 

" 
t-ll'::^tl

,u.t ,t t"i*t iirherltance still perststs'

.t;..Irf f, ilt ntral coltrlttttltities alllollg

il;;;;;i'"tecl' SinrilarlY' PolYgarttY

,.nroi,rt a social ly,pattcti oned prac tlce'

b"J Ptr.titt', ui'o do not have the

onoortttt:ity to access infornration and

' tfi;.;; to address their s exual o r

..proau.ti'e health needs' Even

unrong the edtrcated u rban women'

n',ale 
-superiority is still the nonn'

ir'r.tp..iiue of i lass' edr-rcational

achievement or statLls' In

"intellectual" circles, men and wolren

still make reference to African cultttre

to j ustify d iscriminatory practices

agatnst women. Thus, rich or Poor'

educated or not, rnostAfrican women

remain vulnerable to the risk of STIs,

including HIV infection as a result of
cultural, social, religious interpretations

and institutional structures and

days of the

ury were

:ItI:[xH,Hilfl::l
the rights-based
aPProach, the first
qrrafter sf the 2lst
Century should be
PaYing attentiou to t he
imPlemexlntion of policy
documgnls amassed
over the last two decades
of global conterences.

This first quart er
should see attenlirls at
simplifying these policy
documents at gl,,bal,
regional ald national
levels and rnaking such
simplified vers ions

accessible and activcll tltt..'ttlllllltetl
fbr awareness of their exr5tcttcc to bc

widely available and understood by a
wide cross section for necessary
action.

These policies should then be

translated into workable strategies to
identify resources required for
implementation. Govemments shor.rld

then as a priority be made to provrde
budgetary allocations for tl-re

implernentation of these existir-rg
comrnitments. These actions would
then limit new global meetings on such

issues in order to eliminate the on-
going threats to agreed language and

the reopening or even repeatir-rg of
agreed paragraphs tion-r one
expensive conference to the other.

What is required now is innovative
and creative irnplementation strategtes
which would uncover new challer-rges

that in future will create the necessity
forconferences in years to come.

(Contiauedlron Page I Promoting sexual, reproductive rights

r, rt'Itrguret Utlo, utllrcsses studenls o./'Model College, Akpalt Okoy611g duritt! (ipl girts
trtritrl wtrk tltere. Also stonding is ttne o.l'the t,isitirtg GpI sirts

Title: Master Cornhill
Author: Eloise Jarvis McGraw

Publisher: Viking Penguin Inc, New York, USA

Year of Publication: 1973

Reviewer: MaY Oikhena

Class: Fiction
Pages: 204

Price: USA $4.95, UK 52'95

fTthis wonderful story is set in London of 1665 and about happenings in

t 3p.it:nt London, brought vividly to the imagination of the reader in a detailed

-a and iurid uanative by the author. The author started writing from childhood,

including titles like The Golden Goblet and Green S/eeyes.

M cts ter Corn hill is the story of an 1 1 -year-old boy who fell a victim of the g.reat

plague and the great fire of London which were actual events in London in 1665-

1666. Michael, the hero of the novel, became homeless and penniless and had to

decide on the direction his life should take'

Before the great plague srvept London, Michael led a happy life with his tbster

family who loved him so much that he had no need to remember his biological

parents whom he had never known. He had to be sent hastily aivay from the city

when the plague started while his foster mother lay dying from the plague.

He stayed with Mr. Schoonmaker who threatened to send him to the parish

workhouse as an indigent waif, rvhen the money sent for his upkeep by his foster

father u,as almost exhausted.

Michael decided to renlrn to London only to discover that the ancient citl'huri
become a ghost of its former self. All his family and ii'iends had perishetl in il .

plague. H omeless and p enniless he

brooded over his future and met two new

friends, Tom Godfrey, a yotlng man rvho

sang ballad in the street for a living and

Susanna, an independent maid who kept

a house for an old Dutch map-maker.

They made life bealable for him but,

beforehe couldsettle dorvna great

conflagration slvept through the ancient

city of London, destroying everything
in a gigantic holocaust.

How Michael a nd Tom s truggled
through the fire and tried to reach
Susanna and the map-maker and the
decisions he er,enftrally made. ntake up

this absorbing story rvhich is slvift ut its

dramatic conclusion.
The book is a nrust read for lovers of

fiction aud those ll,ho may like to knou,
about ancieut London and the lifestyle
of Londoners of the l Tth Century. Q

practics5
disemp6yr. r Wolllell

tlrat

Conclusion
As the 141

20th cdt

escale accountabiftY'--- 
ivt u, needs to be done urgently rs

'to ,hup, regional strategies to become

more coherent '
. Assessment of Progress

' Best Practices
. Obstacles.

Gender-baxd Yiolence

Girls and women continue !.o be

assaulted in the name of culture and

Genital Mutilation (FCM).

This barbaric act, equivalent to the

cutting-off of the Penis in male,

continues for the simplistic reasons of
fenule promiscurty, culrure and other

such unpardonable reasons. There is

need for massive action through
participatory training of women to
appreciate the vicious circle ofgender-

based violence from even pre-birth when
ta 

female foetus is aborted due to male-
child preference that is in some cultures,

seen as a curse leading to discrimrnation
from birth for the girl-child.

Wonren and men need to be assisted

to see the various forms ofgender-based
violence as detrimentalto the health and
well-being of girls and women. Such
include e morional and p sychologrcal
abuse, sexual h arassment and s exual
abuse/assault, bride prrce that
conmodifies w omen, child marriage/

lperhaps 
sanctioned by religion, through

rlre harmfu I traditional pr actice of Female

forced marriage, FCM, domesiic
vjolence, varrous forms of rape,
including marital rape and incestuous

I
i
!

and nrarnage, believe in the 
.,obedieuce

to their ntale figLrre-lreacl;', they are
subjected to.male power and clecision_ , GPI /ht,ilituttt
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GPI librar&r
services
A re vou a student iu seconi':rt1

1f or tertlary r nstlt,Ilon; Al'c
L L you interested in carrying out
resecrches on issues ot' '.,r or.rgIl.
, iolence, social der'eic,pmentl
ra ffi cking in persons, rape, l-l lV/AlDS,
etc.?
The CPI resource library is just rvhat
you need to do all these. GPI operates

fi'ee librar-v services from Mondays t(,

Fridays 9am - 4pm, daily at thc
following cerltres:

South -Sguth Calabar Centre:
No. 44 Ekpo Abasi Street. Calabar,
Ni:eria
South-South Benin Centre:
2 Hudson Lane, off Akpakplva Strc'ct,

by Drrvson Junction, Benin-City

rape, w idowerhood rites, trafficking,
forced prostifution, wife battery, wiie

making in nr atters of male/femal e
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