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I llitr o j-jgl\ :\\ ^ - : .. \ I

.e: !,q,i. ir-r;'lis uGS€:uil

I re ":itj wi i.t-} very k*en j-nt€.aesL t.he ;cr-rv€rs.sr.ii.:i1 it.itr:
fiiEchief ;'c:-r;1 than Lriicei-'.ri ()i l)e,,t::s b r ? alei !i of "L,,.'r::tr,,l-...;',r 

c,li

:i &a,Ji'eay i2, t,;t,:liler t:i9i: ai1 c .. wi:uId 1j-i<e l_r nekc sG;-fte

CClr:. -,)r .**s C,,t tl (f -r> O- C k-eyt S

L"rnlik*:i"'e vitrq.ne:'orciols of Ch-:f xola;!e in hi.

inter-view n,iiil"r'*'l.,iit-u pa.jeS 5" I r];,).i L*n of ii-eijrL,iarv !B ig*6

rti!d ":Uidii.',,! i,.;,,*ri'i of ,ruqtist 11" i3g6 i.)....ji:::r i,* an* ,.1 l:.f

ito,1 :'tect.irltl .,+r-tn i,tS (I;at*,) a-.>t1 Ll-i,1\,,i I.ji.etr i:OCk rt, eGiJtret

Pslie ics ari'j **iiLic.j-"rns ..;f ivir.:r:i po ':!;4i*1:;?!jn? *--{1r.1,:rcoj

,;*.:;.:-r,;.i t.ii:<*i: idlLiiO'ilt hi.tt'::-,les: a:1c ,ti th iiiot_Ui.ity q;f fit;igo
'fi.icur':n Lir*f,3 is ac hjay q1 for:ri:r.lie,r.:cer: oi" sLIi:i:,crt,:i: of i-nei

./,,cf.tor i.li:r:r",tp i,riii cxpiain iire L:'1i:!6.;-i. cf ig:../.i v*:lhiJi.;E

f u;nbl i ns "

:'rliile i!e sai.d in Ifie iiebri:e::.1. -,,".:iijC ini.::r,i,:,* ri:.:t tile
i?::"iar5! *lecLi*n,,&'aI!,,lrr- ll ,*ro::*far:Ly iia-qis nftff.i:".'at:.ik slii

tr€ Fiicl* {;v€>i r.;rican r,-r-,ctj iiei lrrtrt :iiit -dCi.su wcrt.Li:e
a stt,ztF

i.l.l-e.- lion irr Li':e ,tesi:er-n j".cai+n! -hier -.,-;e;:r;ri wirt:ir,r1r,:,.: ,jucLL*un

e:cutr ,j3k .i'l{: L:' _t d,.:privtud ih* ir ;it ci rfii: sric:L:5s cf i,i},,: .\\-.i!:,

in tlet i r:i5";i r:-::)!:iir.ri: said: *i tjoniL k.'...,*,s <'.,"i .r s.=-r-il g r.; S

nOt aI'r]*t"1ii !.rirLjn Liie't i:elCi LhO iir^r,t. ii1,.t.Liitq {)f tnil r-rl,rJ3* Ct

.:rriis€irslY". i{e t:ir"i iiG: s35,'it- !\&s a,"lJn*part}.:;ecLi;}.} i iiut
h* vraS riOL .i}Bil,.: S:r-tef € .3 y C3..i;ilr, r:; i fiiturarl;e !6. a:&1i,.:. iie ,ssas

r"ot -'r :,.e ao-l: ;i,,,

,-ln t:':e qui:s:-icn af "jik i;eirr! *eiir:ri :l:e cii.in:e i.: j ,;,*:irr 
--.;

to e le i'e*srii1 itcuse i:f {*yrl:*:..entati.."res, * rt} a,i.}i-if irmetj Li,.:L it
WAg ti.fii'Qii,,l'' fc- i,. lial i--:.:t,SC.al Ci:1le3e SVSt*ffr LniL intr1;iLgtrS

Wefe e iiOS*n .i:.ti ,_lC tO L * ::c.r-qe uri- .(Llptre.;aii:t.aLiV"eS. Xhe i,,,i:iri_l

vui*ed fi-,i: 3ik e{1G i'i . y" loe*oia tu .,,c lo Lnri r-r--ceiretr i1o*se*

huL t-nr:L'i:s i"l,:ppert<!,i: i*",,jan ilriqj Lije ri.itj"qin.:Eous r.*scd ies
5t']ien rnajLa!',Lty L,: vote r'ilr *ce{1,3i'ift eftd r..fi€}ri}J.&, ile-i:suiicine
,:ii.r*c]:/in not tc stt,'rp cio,*: f cr ,-ik w-i l-,: :he ir.iiiaL atr,::iuii-reTit.

'1i-h,tt ne (,iil:) sn,:i:1d i"tavi:.i;,.-::ie t* i_ite:,r.i$i- ile.::a,;se lie liias ax:
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-l i::i: lt.:in. i.:€ adi:i.t'l t'1":: s il'l :i-il'l -lli'.i'u : ilit:rvie 'u"

i.itpI;-,ir:q to :1 il:-jv:iLi-::', ai.ui)Ji- ::.-s I n:: j ctll^rt !rt t'nt: trt]*€;-r'

rl()til,rritrSEL-tCl iir ,ll:r, .:i,,:i;i..r-r'ilir iiii-:l' ui-le.i:rivi ;-:ul it' :i:;- !!-: -:

!r" *+ii:rse r'*,:iOnS !*t'rji"-t! Ci.cri:-ec ]:'v :itil '-.CnsL:-tirtion' Lci".,.i,l:5

WAri i.:rl;"t L:f the r:itlSL Lin,:' Jik ']€J^r,€i1','.i-i-'d ilr':;,;.;it i.,aLiO;. 1ile f e

l+*S i'i*lit:l i:: ti:e t.,ist o --icr if !'ou I i..qe1 )ic:'i can sa:' :niiL

't'jherj Li:.::riti::rjtr"'i+':s Cj-'"' it':cij ir,t.t tl.tr;:;€ tri*a1 r*:'.L*)nSt L|iarle

,ili1S t.f i;AL CL.-rr:,:: il t,'"itj-Ut'i :;'. G{}.1.f-(::-irin .::,QCGUj:lC id;e Ca--...:'l G il:l'.-:}

::.:d e Sit,-ti:1 iolt.- .-:" ,tC .,e. -- iiii-l"l,-r i Oi: tl l''eder:ai iOriSti-t''ii-rCfl

e*r,1 i ii'e.;aI'.ri u(,,iltii.iti:e'i*i1 allA'.,{S;{}r the ilCig::iei Ct eii Eilr'i

Lr-.- r}t-ailtise .a.,i.1 i-i: i-rtr*li cuILi..i:.1 r ll--= i.. ( U;lii c;i:uf l.' is

;:,o-ilceLl"r cn :;:!s :":i,.:r=g. rL;.;ri:i ;tiii...ire 1s i"n t.ile itu!ili1*

i;.5* Cit. t.Ufe lS i;'r -g i',e -:,,.'--,t- ..4 :'ad .] r :=i-r.r.t-:ui'rr L,'--r'll--

r.ject,i.;n falri:urefi c.-r'f&:n p6i-rfle .lit the i"*l:'tii in ihe i,,3-ct

sr,d ii": :.ne "JiSSt o ::iC V{}u .tieI'}t-.eC d Si-tU*ti.:".i i:1 "*j:!.LL:!l ,,.ik

i+rcLitriJ na\re c.,:lrtl'ol,i'.'-r1 L':e i:,ai;t- anC calil Lil'cl lei 'i';€ .i€str

i'ire cllit-ur-" ^* ';i.:* l.ast :; i;;i-:,- ji:;ierr-').'i- jrr:ri 'a.il+l cG: - -.a:.-

(if :.i,*.*rij.-,ti.n uriiaiL wu'rild:r.*fl ,..-- *,,t1 Citililr:{:tivii trtt-rvC€f'L t";-i€l

.,'esit ill:j ;h.il:,asL? ,re c--'L:id i:ave i":et. edsii:l al- liii: i'-.ilt!c

,lhLi:_.; (rd.e ilt:, j, f i;f t-nq:r- S.]i:.: tt,,:ik ,:t;i .t :3;i {ii-iaI f i'.-;l'il

5:iLauid ntit 1"-1\ - , ,'j -' .ij .,.t*'J. -lr .(]SL ;.i.'i' :.l-let liiat-t.-'.::r" "

He sh,3i-rli itcr'+ St;ve.J ilut il r--i,{,: i:-ec€l: a} ,r'.,'r'.. i.rl:ent. .i'.8

ti:*t s::rir:-i(], he was a:tr:iL-i.i'ali::iu sc] h€l s&idr 6nxi i ";eii-e*"'€

t:ia{:, '.\,as 'oile: i:e wante..l t-c }-:c* r$ it '*cuId have .heen -c.:*r

t,c iri,ret eL t-irr' ce--,ti =, :i',li he it*t: a sii:'rog&:e in t-i're ,i: L

(iuiicl"reel [ip.-rrar a:rc $ecil]eij LC .tctiic LO t]'re +t€3to :io+q 'd€'C"..lia

it s{.11-l:ld 3tt ilere }'cii 5r-'e e r"taI iiLic{il.e* ,i*re !i)l.r s::G t-i'te

i:eginlin; urr i-1i..'ov' :-:-irj iii{i.5t eiiiic.rticriali\' 6Gv:n.-rei yciruba

*eGi:. ri kliio Si:.:aui:C oi,l 1 O.,",Lli: i'i:;tlI'i& l:'1 ,:'; rh€ JSrircro$nS ir:r

c,ornrflc:'ce a.::d e1 i ilraiiciies (if ciiil)loviiieili:, Lluiil ic enai oriv&L*'

f etr I f l..rt f ;r" iSrit-ish i-rni:r,:r^i ai,tst. *esi;rr t$hl'.::il h.;.il dra-g -i

th* r"rat_icrr intl:} t_iju iriijSs k'e a::{} !n frday"

The i\ational jounc:l- *i,ri-?ei:iar exd the Cei:'rcrr:Gns

{tir-.iu[] f*undei iir i9,i4 ny,'-i;e;:1a+ st.j.rJn:s ii;-rion eut, scr^css



tribe, reqion, reliES.on and eultufe* fts first Fres$dent

wa$ t{erberE MacaU1ay* When the nichsrdtE constitubion ldas

inbrerdueed the NCNC c&me out vigorously in opposition to ib*

especiaS.ly the ordinanees ebout lands* appointment and

dep*s!tition of ehiefs* and most importently the di$ision of

t.he counLry into the three u!1eque} parts that wouLtJ a}ways

malee the North larger in land $less anei population than t!'te

>outh arld glving eaeh the tribatr Lag of !"tau$'a, Yoruba and

IEOr

,rdhen ehief Odebiyi talks of, eulLuren none of t!:e three

regions trad the rnonolithie or rnonotringua& culture of the

tribal tag placed oR it, In the NcrLh you had t'i're once

powerfuL Kanuri peelple whqr once had & *ornu enrpire l"ater

spSib by eoloniallsts inbo three with one pert }efb in

Nlgeria" ?here 'dc€r€ people af the mieidle belfl, t,he l{utpest

the Yorubas, the Gwaris and a host of others t*j"th Eheir

dif,fex'ent languages and eultures. Ifi the urJesb you f:ad Lhe

Edos, tlre CIverlord of once great Bj.ni Kingdom anei o*.I^rer qroups

wi"th thelr different languages and cr""tltures" So it was iri

the Elast* Shere were the repu$liean Ibosp the morr"racl-rical

trltos anci ealabarso Sbibios and many others witft dif:ferenk

languages and cultuneso

?he NCNC r$obilised a nationaLlst struggS.e against this

misehievsus set. up in the i{iehardts eonstitution which Chief,

Odeblyi eceepted was tribal" ??te three only elested tagos N(N(
mernbers in the Legislat.ure in 19e6 boyeotted tLre lnauquration

end joined in the nabion*wieie earnpaign" ?he NCNC delegation

on a eourntrywide t,our headed by I'ierbert iriacaulay f,irst headed

for the Norttl" trt returned to base wheft the leader Herberb

Macaulay! fell slek in Kano+ Aft.er^ his deathr on 7/5/46 and

bur*al on 1U5/46 the delegation? nold }ed by Zik who succeeded

Herbert xviaeautrey as l;resident, Loured bhe wh*Ie ceuntry and
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eCI:leeted fficney end mer:det"es to carry c>ut the struggl* to
the cslaniel of,fi"ce in tondon *n X947"

ivlen:hrers of the delegation of sev€n i,{ere llnamdi Auikildes

J-eader, edeleke Aded*yin and Sr". Olorun-nimbe', representinq

Leqo$ and tile West e lvlrs " F'unmi 1ayo idensofiie*Kuti s represen tir"lg

l/uomenu Bukar Dipeharinre representing t.he No;:thu Chief iliyong

ilssien representing tir* fiast and F* M* Kel€ repc.es.enting k.he

Cameroons. I*lbalisr* reared ibs u!].ly head 1n London*

Brltislr intetrligence went tc) w#rk through same yorub&s r*h,r

we!:e students in London rhen anc members of, the Ejqbe ordlo

Ociutduwa fo"rmed i"r't Lond+n in 1945 'witi: the knowtredge end blessinrg

of, the eolontai offiee. By tlre t,i.rne Li'le NcNe was to CIe reeel-
ved in audienee by the eolonial secretary, adedoyin and ororun*
nlntbe defeeted. rL was a terribl* bnovr to bhe e*nrpaign,s<ryire

H€f*c

?he colonial secretary had ts "adv:se'i ;li,kr now leaeiing

a divtoed deJ"egati*n* to g- back home anc ec*cperahe with

the Governrnent* ?trat ended tt-re 3-man boyeat.t of, ehe }ei;is3.a*

ture, end zlk trled fil€ny times to inbr*duee c &irl against.

tribaiis*l in any forrn withoi"tt sueeess* trt. was heckling anei

huxlying everxrtierne, like wkab happened in the las"t ecnst,i&u*

LislnaS" eor:ference* Members, except th* bhree, wer€ nominateel

to the legislature by the Governor. ..

/*t*a&* o,-*d
f)4.-: yt&"'t.tn"t- b e- ,>t / n"grr/

VL u<*"6.-S €a fe rt S e_-fL **e pa<.'v&o t^g-A{
entedby the NCNC" But it unsurfaced again when ZLk was prev

from geing fuo bhe F€de$a} House i"n 1952* Blhen tribal jinqoisis
were fCIoninq aroundu che Eritj"sh knevi isho they rrJere ,;oj-nr; Eo

hand GVetr the Governme*t. dhile supporting Lhe fos-rftatj.on

of Hqbe omo CIdr:duwa in x945, Tafawa i3aleida was quietly aeirtg

qroorneei s&!fte yeer in tond$R. ?he; must prevent, Zik frorn eonring

fo the flederal House where he would have .i:e€R easitry vot*ci for""
?hat was the situation in i"gSZ"

a
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?he.West and East were solidLy fcr Nei\ie , And the NorLh

was ffer.r NEFU (Nortf:ern iilements Proqressive Uniuni* As the

l,iCNC ralas riqged out of suecess in the west, the sllcfess of

NEPU in Lhe North was cl"ianged by a very dj"fferent. methodl i'hal

was in 1951152, NCNC plen was La wtrn in iiast and West and, us-.-^/L

it,s all.y N$iU in the Nort.h and sofile nationallst minded

Norrherners MW#&&W*€fiK 1k%*#* a€- -*ee

British knew this end frustrated iL. rJhile the Neirre was

forn'red in 1"944, the NtnPU ln L945 anei the Action Group in L950,

the NPC (l$orthern Peoples Congress) came inLo beinq in the

Norbhern House of Assembly* masberm!nded by celrbnial civiS

servents and sidetrlowed the NSPIJ sueeess in the eleetion*

For those who held that we wa*uld meet at the topr who

then reached the top? f,t was *uXe*u fi"a->J

'r'allowedt' tcy'-reacf-thE top 4 gold-en 
"Eqd 

had'-b-eefi'-ffiiaied

f,or h@ative-of-thrr Q*esnr &nd $crv€rrunetr€

aby
midnightx.st $ct,ober 1960" The Linion ,,Jaek was kKiH 

^na
the green whlLe green Nigerian flaq was raised. There was

floe-.e- a.)a-a *-" c/ e-e-cyL ",il ou.6-qt lilza sa-A?t.>,tf ;f,ire works. . iem*e" 't /

Chief tldeblyi rnuddled up €veryt.hing when hre said Zik
rrleft. a surrogate in the Eiasb {michael opara} and deeided

to eome ter th€ utlest"tf ztk left. for the East in tg56 where

he wq$. premler untiL he befame a ceremonial head of stat.e rn tQbo

a non*p*liti"ea} offlceo Hsw did surrogate l,riiehael Opara coirie

into t.he 4951./52 confusion in t.he $€st? To make mabrers wor$e

ehief odebiyi is repc'rLed as furbher saying! ,ri-iow rorogtrd !t
sound? No, teIl me hsw would iL sound? you see eharity
beqirsat horneo sven then it shows the ulnperalied trace
of, the Ysruba man that an rgbo could aspire to be E;remier

in the l,t'est" Whieh yoruba man eould havc stood up bo eucir

in the Sast?
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