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G 0tSexualitv educNiser I ation Ghallen
Sowlt

ran girlrchild in the new mill
ges for

-Esst Coordinotor ofGPI, Bene futradunogu, ennium
VERY distinguished gueStS,

made this speech at,thv 6th GpI graduation tn CalabarI t is with much delight rhat I welcome you all on behalf of GplSouth-East zo
marking the 6th graduati

ne to this event ,

Initiati on ofGirls'power
ve (GPr).

thank you all for honouring our invi-tation; a gesture I regard as acommitmenton your paft to ensure the healthy devel-opmcnt and progress of our childr.n, pu.-ticularly thc girl.s.. Our *nr,-tn. boys arelmporlant, but thcy have always-b..n
rccogyrised as such in all oLlr communities.
The same cannot bc said of the girl_child.
Although there has been ,o*. positive
charrgcs with rcgards to the social recog-
nition and dcvelopment of the girl-child,-a
Iot strll rcnrains to be done. your presence,
lhcrcforc, significs positive vision and pre_
parcdncss to provide equal opportunities
for both our girls and boys.

. Bene Madunagu fmiddteJ
and

Eka Bassey [Ist leftJ GpI
guests at the ceremony

Principa,I Facilitator
A brlef lntroduction of GpI
GPI is an acronynr which stan
Powcr Initiative. Cpl is a non-

dS for Gir I s
! and re ferra S ski I I

ground (nch or poor) c I AS S (upper oreconom I c S tratn lnob
)

,
Iower) ith thoutgovernmen t workshops compet ttr h , w or wl a c,l ild (ch IIdren )t , on S SUc as CS SaY, differentln tll lirr p ro fi t norl rc I o u S and non .Sec drama arts etc Pub I ed
or v ab Ied, etc ai'e vu lnerab Ie toqVIZ Ic ucation) ) ) genderI G P I

based vto Iencell t' I il t, ()l Llll l'l I il I I o I'l estab I hed ctr tr Iud I Iwa S I S a v I CS ) Inc n ob news ett,erS re,8U ar, In sprte of thes chal I ado II
I I

() r) \ t I l I h I th rad d TV forum
e en8eS' escen t() .l SS I S yo t.t I1 g g I r S to I ve l-'i.l v Io an pro$ammes for par)

I lack th basi formatiIt' d I lr 1 I I l I d and teach and nformati through
glr S e c ln on about their;l tl () il C c\ t' l C I I' u pote ! t I i.r S rr entS ers, I ont sexual rty, sexuaI and ductr h I t,h

I d h I th I lc the edi I I networking and I
repro ve ea\ ( ) [) I)() I I I v L. il l't C il v nlan J emen t nt a, AS we AS cc

and righ I I
i I I d d I b th I ntal

ts AS we AS ski I Is t,o reduce the
I : :l I) :'l () w I I) to cnlpowerc wome t1 a oratron wl re evant governme 1 'i1

k w al) n S S e are s o conV I IIc ed a S th e
h lr rt lt d h h I f-e itut and oth NGOs\\ I t I s I .I t u S II n I SC stecnt st I onS er

C th l homoros at no one can c ap w It one
li' t t I :' l.l n th C t d u L i.l t I on I adersh I p G PI ru n S a 3 year proglamme const st

hand. N ety de I b fa I too SOc I can VE op v I lng
t

I t t't' fe t k I I t1 ot, of 3 Ieve I S ofcurn cu II un) to address thelr t)l II I t, (' \ I SI I nta n ll (,
5entcll s I S I

recogn I se and harne SS the talents and cre-
fi bi f the I-ch itd In.. ,l I I ) fir t'n'r .t I I r.) t'l 0 II SC \ u a I I t )' )r(l \ LI 0 I and age-specl c pro ems i) gli

atrv Ity of half of rts popu Iatron H ence we
d h th rd ls gaged al('l) I () tl t I \ ]r (' i,I I I h II nd r I gh t of o I cs- t

I e I year gtr are en In soc I
be I I ach theiIeve I n ASSI st lng (} lr 5 to I eve r

r (' I) I I I' I s Ir L(t I () I S \ell I'S wt' oper I te work as part of rh e sad LIation requlremen t righ tfu I posl tr on s In equal partn ersh Ip wlth
C I ba the South Eas t ou r exrstence I S based on the recogn I their mal t aftsI I \\ tl ( ('l I I r C il ll r I n e coun erp

th ad I I
I iicr, II ( ty I n Ihc S r)u th we w Ith the t Ion at o CScent gtr S carry unnecessary Con tempo rary challenges to N igerlan( t

sk d gender-based
d rt r '! .- hc I'(- I I1 Ca Ia bar. Our extra burden of r I an v Io

adoIescent girlstt I tt.l

ed rl to lence L LI t they haVE very few opportun In N th concept of ado Iescence, the
f i,' 'I il.,lit', .ilt .t I rn :,1 t i,iss Ist Ing g I S , I ot ,er Ia , e

thei tal and ach
I I it t I es to deve Iop r ents Ieve ti I od between ch I ldhood an d

1\ \(' Ir' t) t I I(' I h c r I sk: of C JI' v SCx ua act Iv v trans I ona perl

high ?1, educational po I Itical and eco sti I I ,lativel ThS I I SO cr adultho d v new e so-
I

tl I(l I e t] I l
I r c' rl t1 a n c v exu a v , o IS re

.t ll .t 1) c :. \ t )

bec f gend er discnml h change I ke
ST ) I d nomlc status auSC o c1ety IS expenenclng SU c S I pu

I sll) I llcd I I) 1'c I I I t)rl S ( 5 ! I nc u ln ob

1c b d u S nation They also SU ffer from pers Istent
ber1y, the onset of adoIescen CO, now start-

lt I \ I .,\ I l) S Ll I'I \ ;l .l o fi I on an van o
thetrad itional pracflce of son-preference ln earl than before Th IS phenomenon

1' d [r.r sed \, Io Ience S ttch AS lng 1er
r II) 1\ t'n c r

patriarchal I Iained b ind ed by
d

socrety we Ive ln has been exp AS elng uc
I e \ [) I 1.\ I Ir I I r)ll JIT rape

ado I ls5C\ r,l

al We are also aware that eScent glr ) better and balanced d Iet Man v young
Iude education( )irt 1l tn .rcl I \l t les tn C

inespecti f their di itieS such as &Ea, of group th
th b I ve o vers p S age

I'rl (){l.rllIIllC : tirr girl S and for e pu Ic f sch I),onal ( ut o oo
the form f educatt statu S 1n or o

I trr,'.tlttrltJl Pr0grarrmes take o

I
,

I

t

rr ccLl ) lcssttl):' IN the centres, schoo -based MAITIed or unmarried ethnic Social back-

eop1e thi
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for Nlgerlan glrl-chlld
rbouy.the pubcrtd chrqer * ,,orrr., 

]

EivfiGs frr sxrnt n*il lilu,oorpornoFphic ,rrsrancr rt il crcryrwtrcra Bi[bosd;* 
";";b e3gesivr *xrnt ryr* en oi i cr*-ingqrfusd d *n,.t"g;G. f_

)oung peoph er rdultrn*rry L trochdlargcs Uu .a"f"*rn, il'. brchc.lfi prcblcrns orrr.t r,.ilt din>trry crnrl inftcdon srch lc,yft f, *
Ttrcrc b lidc or no trol{rr.L tl-laqcs rnd nads rrising hom trGr dwr},

phg Tp.y urd phF,otogy ;rt",Lry
ftm* rclrnng to sccond.ry *i chnclt-
i$o of pubcrtel changes 

' 
S*,ay rs rho

blind to gendcr inequaliry, gender drrnmr-
nation and rnele power rn pcrconrl retr-
tionships, dl of which place rhe wonur,
particularly rdolcsccnt grls rn r drsrAm,
tage of low-esteem, hcrlth rrsL,l,
discmpowercd position rd Bcndcr-b.sGd
violence.

Hence, today's adolryrs hcc grow'
tng threats to their hcehh, srch rs Hlv/
AIDS and unwurted prcgnrncy. Adolcr,
cents are extncrncly vrrlncreble to STls duc
to lack of infonnrtion, imbehnce of powcr
in their personal relationships urd in scnrrl
relations between wo mcn rnd mcn,

often wiihout any protection and may end new culture of video shops evcrywherc whahcr young or old, md tre greeter ml-
up with unwanted pregnancies or Sexually with free and cheap facilities continue to nerrbility of girls
Transmitted lnfections (STIs). 'Ihose who expose )oung people to pornographic and Soruellty cdrcrdor:
continue with the pr€gnancy, drop out of sexual activities in the hce of ignorance l,et us hcc it. Adolcsccas hrvc o dcal

with these lifc chdlengcs, toudr issueg in- I

cluding r:nng to do well in school, rcsist-

ing peer pnessure, rnaking decisions rbout
sexual activity and their scxu,rlity, cxpcn-

menting with alcohol and drugs resisrng

sexual abusc and harassnrnt, ctc. All of
these issues are related to their scxuality.

Sexuality is an important psrt of who you

are as female or male. Sexuality inclrdcs

how you feelabout your body' how you ex'

press yoursclf, the way you act in relrtron' r

it ipt and how you interact with rneles rnd

females. Thus, sexuality is r natunl, inte

gral part of every human bcing' ls expres'

sion-is influenced by personal und socid

factors. Broudly spcuking, sexuality co'

compasses firc ilspccts numely hunun de

velopntctll. t'olotions and rehtronshigr'

sc.tual health, scxualbehrviour und scxrrd

(Cost on P6)
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(Co'ntfrom Ps) Sexua I ty educat ion a Gha I Iv I o Ien ce. I enges for N i

Th ch AS economic
gerian g i r l-ch i ldUS, I Idren grow up and envtronmen tal

Sages
rece Ivlng mes- re Iates these

rssues. It grn sexua I actrvlty Parentseverydav d irectlv or 1ndirectl ab
ISSUes to th e I nd Ividu a l to fi rnd thc bcrt

theIr ual v out courage I
en e c I anes of GP comprehensrsex Ity. The sources of th

peop e to adopt fami Iv lann education
vc

I

sages I
ESe mes- and ha fewer

p l ng progremmcs l I bclnc ude ve ch ldren wlparents and other I It hardl I des
ln arelati v Inc u tron to aboutc I ose friends

ves, ln formation on human I
say more wh t they bcn, peer gIoups, teachers me-

sexua rty and even efrts
d (pri contraceptiI a nt and electron

t on
) I TheIc fo, re tgroUS Insti Comprehensive

w ry rw a rdtutionS I sexuality, socla norrns (Spoken and education Youn g peop le haveken unspo- This broad specl fi needs) health IS a approach to human
c I ncare lnstituti d I formations an provlders sexua on an d servt ces th(modern d trad

Itv, Inc Iud lng who we fema
at coup Ies tan Itiona I) I

are AS I e or adu t-cen tred lmusl c, ynCS etc mal bi I
c n rcs do not prov Ide ISex al rty ed

, e our o oglcal h calu ti h
, p ysl mentaI diuca on appens In everyo t

ch I
t , t psy tron ado Iescen ts often hesrEtene s I I

t toI I fe wheth lan
o ogrca re ationsh lps of ften toer we p to do SO consc I human

a person AS a or o they get turned fromIous v berng wav c I nor lnformal Iv.
In a soc ety. I t covers eco- beca use most

noml social, Itural
serv I ce prov ders are

But what ch Idre
c, cu and gender perspec- trai ed dI n and ado IEScents ti

n I n prov I ng youth fr I e nd Ire ves It I fe v SEcovers I skqu I re I S comp reh enSIve sexual Ity ed cati
management I Is. It vlces I t I s therefore essentl al thar

h
u on exp Iores val ues deve lops al ski I ls

co
w Ich IS consc I o US Iv p Iann d to teach th

, soc w ith prehensi ve sexual rty educatron ande em the goa I ofpromoti sexual
n I

abo ut th b lo ng and reproduc- mation be backed by be I r I o ob I ca p sych o I o o6 Ic I tive heal th
up access e con fi) a I

socl o-cu Itura I d ritual dential yo uth fr end Iv SC x ua andan sp I aspects f th Benefits rcproo elr of comprehensive sexuality edu ductive healthI I ves (human I )
serv ces.Sexua Itv so AS to en ab Ie catio

them
n I use this opportun rty appealto deve I op Srkil Is and attitudes that The girl

to to the

I I h I th
s we are graduating todav repre- state ministry of health to design atew I e p em face heal thv sexua I I I fe sent f th benefits

spc-
some o e of comprehen- cial thebehavIours Indeed, compreh

space n ex strng heaIth fac I rt
enstve sexu- slve sexuality education. We will get a tip to serve AS youth friend I h Ith II ty ed v ea c I n I csa I ucatron approacheS SexuaI Ity as It of this from their sentati d We

d sh I d be
pre ons unng thiS on our paft, ln G PI wou ld then offer toI S an ou as a natural ti dt , posr ve an occas I on That these grls at their young provl de In formation material s that ch IdrenheaIthv part ofhuman I I fe wh Ich addresSES age have nsen ab the al f read wh I tiove SOcl pressure o can I e war ng to see the h ea Ith

th e p IeasurCS anc J oys of human I I fe as only being seen and not heard to assume
the power for public speech comfortably
with accurate information on human sexu-
ality is a testimony of the gains of compre-
hensive sexuality education that they have
received in the last three years from GPI.

Sexuality education increases commu-
nication with parents, especially about
sexual matters which enables young people

provider. We I ffer to hea tha SO o tra n Perw 6 I I AS the fears d d b Ian un esr ra e ASpects sonnel that would be assigned to the Youth
such as gender-based violence and STIs.

We hear of sex education, family life
education, population education and sexu-
ality education. People get confused about
these labels. People oppose sex education
in schools for the fear that it will spoil
yoLrng people. So, they recommended fam-

ily life education. What do these terms

Friendtv Health Centres (YFHC) I n youth
I I skillscoun se lng

get th taI dan th eed for

The idea of sexuality education often
provides misconceptions and negative re-

actions from the parents and public alike.

This arises from ignorance about the con-

cept, "Sexuality." Now thatthe federalgov-

ernment, through the federal ministry of
education in collaboration with the Nige-

rian Educational Research and Develop-

ment Council (NERDC) has approved the

national sexuality education curriculum for

to e paren gul ce ey n
,l

Sex ed I has b I beh It h the benmean ucatton ays emp I S on more responSI e avlour. AS

I b fi f sel f-esteem d dsexual anatomv an d phys Io o gv, pu arty, e t o Increasmg an eclSI on

maki skil ls b fi Thd STI HIVIA IDS d ng among ene c anES I srepro uctton s. an preg, ,

enab I therh thei ghts andti The to to assert r n re-nancy preven on alm I S prepare es
secondand

and b I tt responsib I and effective Iv. upper pnma rY' J un Ior sen Ior
youn g peop Ie for puberty prevent teen Sponsl I I eS, v

I
It enab I beneficiari es to clari fy thelr val ary schoo ls and tertiary nstrtutr onS t peop e

age pregnan c IES and STIs ES
basi for suchli fe d h allow them Set goalS reallv have no S oppos rtron

Family life educ l tion ues In an ence

bI ed I d anymore
fam I I fe lati d take responsl e ucattona an So

Th I S I ays emphasl S on I v I , re on an
We al I I the responsl b il

I th t I d h an c e th e owe ourse ves

shi f preparatt on for marnage, c I a act I on S a w ou en
col lec-pS ln terms o of bein current to enab le us to

lati h t f Such oooal S It aI SO In rty ob
tal ski I ls. It mav mc Iude popu on ac Ievemen o

I fac the fast al changes occa-paren
the knowledge and personal ski I Is t 1VE v e soc I

growth, personal health nutrition , sel f-es- creases
ed by the present -day real ities of ln-,

al h ch slon
gender les. S progranrmes and comfort w It,h their sexu Ity w I

and globalisation.teem and ro ome
take protect thelr formation techno logy

(rLE) enab Ies them to acttons to
chitof Famil Li fe Education rnay In- Government should ensure thatv sks thd bodily tegrity and reduce n at anse

reprod ntracePti on an ln all ado Iescents recelve c0m-
c Iude uctlon , co

It he,lps beneficlafl es de- dren , especl v
from orance informa'It seen to be accept- tgI1

prehensive sexuality eduction and
sexual behaivo ur. ts f I activity and, for

about fami I Iay the onset o sexua
schools and through

ab Ie as it talks v.
lder ually active young women, to pro-

Populetlon educatlon o sex

This emphasi ses population grounh as well tect themselves when they do decide to be-

tion both ln
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Tw edu c,ata

Ton Gha I Ienges
uting the programmes whose success

ike transiti lromchildhood to adu tthood less exec
th 6th graduation cer-cial and commun ity-ba*d tnstitutions I on

health We we mark todav In ls

NGOs such as cPI stressfu l but tn good sexual,
and respon ernony.

Govcntmcrfi shou td des ffe or suppott have given you the GPI nghts
T td also Iike to thank the team of

is responsibi lity to wou
who havprogrammes that nvoIve parufis. Teach stbi lities. It now your

pportive media corTesPondents e

rel i d this lege and opporturtity we have su
Ih Ithca d ous an use pflvl ngreaseers, ea re provt er8 Ig stood by -,

makin I fe a SUC-
I ad partn h with provrded for you tn g your I

Ku le John Jude olc\uecom mU n Ity e ers t n ers tp
fe Abasi-flbonE, n son ,

youth-sen i NCOs th of cess by pursu lng your goal in I 1

h. Th event wouId notng tn e Prov tsron
I ibrary and Vital ls Ugo ls

sexual ty ed ucatio,r to ch I I dren espec Ial lv You are sti I I free to uti I tze our
1r;ken lace wlthout the co Ilective)

As leaveGPI have p
and gwrd should and ll servlces you staff. I thiadolescents. Parents rans counse ng

attend team work of alI GPI setze s

support and encourage their wards to seek as a regltIar member in terms of tng
bI I acknow Ied the

d that opportun tty to pu Ic v ge
I itv formati to idethern thei lessong, we wou Id like to remtn you staff brisexua In on gu tn r

Ientles efforts of our tn ngrng
shoul d demon strate your I t fe, post re

developmant and ble beh tn hom graduatingresponsr avtour. you
p the gtrIs some of w are

To the grarduands ti behaviour and pass on by anv means u
ve

today, There are nurnerous sl lent support-
I @ngratulate al I today for this ach ofyour cho Ice through writing, discussions,you rcVe. of our programme most espec Ial Iv my

for successful Ie:i of the slc,what you have gained, to others around ers
ment your comp on

comrade partner friend and husband
3-year comprehen aexuality education

, , ,
slve you

Edwin Madunagu and others, too nutTl€f-
d formati GPI We an In conclusion, I would Iike to thank thean t n on I n a th briefaddress. Oncc

a
a

to I
a

st ln rs agatn
organisilion have assiste/, devclop I nternational Women ,5 Health Coal ition ous I

you to all d
a gtinguished gucsts

know (rwHc), The Ford Foundation and the thank you very I
Ied Ec, commun rcation deciE ion- and patiencc the at-,

tcchn ical for your prescnc€ tn
nurking ne$ssia,;ion leadsrsh

a

and I ife MacArthur Foundation for their ItP - ,
tention have gl to this addressyou ven

management skills to help you make your matqial and financiaI support to GPI In

E

us since incePtion


