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The Role of Gi rls'Power rnitiative in theErnpowerrnent P rocess for Nigerian WomenBetng an opening address on the occas ion of the peer educatorsassess ment works hop and graduation ceremony held at parad,s
City Hotel, Catabar on Julv 26 1997
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learnt from us will continue to guide your
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enrol in the feminist movement for social

tce ln our country and beyond.
Overcoming false consciousness is a
mighty weapon in the struggle of the
oppressed and exploited, for a more just
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The Role of Girls' Power lnitiative in the
Empowerment Process for Nigerian Women

I to'empower them economically, to
protect them from exploitation. The
saying that "knowledge is power" has

been effectively utilised in GPI to
empower the participants. GPI girls
know that they have a right to make
deci sions about thei r sexual and
reproductive health and they have
received training on skills to effectively
assert those rights politely but firmly.
Our three years experiences have shown

us that women exposed to information
and knowledge will develop high self-

(Continued from page 4)

esteern and be ellrpowered to fight
justice.

I would like to seize this opportunity
to acknowledge the roles and efforts of
all rny colleagues in GPI's Project
Execution Team. The celebration today

is our collective celebration. In particular

I would love to mention the involrrement

in the programme of Mrs. Eka Bassey

who was for long the only facilitator in
the prograrnrne. She starled witlt tne at

the beginning of the prograllulle and it

was in her residence that we held our

rneetings for several months, before we

acquired a permanent co-ordinating
centre for GPI. My husband has been a

continuous intellectual resource and

practical support to me throughout this
prograrnllle. His expert advice and

criticisms have contributed immensely

to the success we are here celebrating
today.

I thank you all for accepting our
invitation to celebrate this occasion of
our first graduation cerelnony. Today


