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Itrafficking in gi rls: Ch allenge to sexual
health, reproductive health and huma
pqrcr prcse,ttut b.r I'trtl. Benc .\Iatutut!!,,:,,,rf;,;;r[;i,,;rf:i"f::::,':,'!#r,i:;:;;,':;i:;: t se inar on

n rights il

. Supcrintcnilcnt T.

ltoi tt t, x,lt i I a ot h ars,

on responsitrilitics irr thc irrrcr.cst ol. r

tlrcir llrnilics. cr cn u lrcrc suclr
rcsporrsibilitics r iolirtc tlicir. rislrts or
arc in.iurious to thcir hcalth.

The assurnption is tlrut cducation
and advancct't'lcnt is ot'no l.renetlt to
their firrrrily- as social crl.rcctatiorr
dcrrrands that thcv n.ill rnarrr.. l,:ar.e
parental lronrcs and take tlreir u.calth
to their spouses' horlr. ancl lunrili,.
So. girls arc trcatctl ls conrrnotlitics
to brinr: ltrol'it and. thcrclirrc.
investntcrrt irr thcir ctlrrctrtrorr is rrot
protitablc. lt is suclr sociul r ulucs rlurr
lead to trnllickirrg irr girls.
What are the root causes of
trafficking in girlsl
Tral'trckirrs irr girls is rcn, nruch a
tlc ntand-d ri vc rr plrc non rcrrtlrr. I I crrcc..

it occurs prirnarill, lrccause thcrc is
rttarkct lilr chiltl luborrr antl crcn scx
tradc. Aguin. ptlor liutrilics havc nrorc
clriltlrcn than thcy can cltr.r lirr. Witlr
devclopn'lc.l'lt iln(l porous lrorders.
couplt-.d w'irh povcrtv and tl-tudulent
attitudc ol' stlntc llru' cnlorcr,'tltutrt
ol'llccrs. tlrcl'c i. irrcrclrsing illcgll
rnigrirtit'rn u illriri lrrtl lrci orrd, lhc

.l. .llrrs, oJ-the,\'rgcrirur Intntigruri,, S.r,rr.icr, ntukts u
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bortlcs s ith easc to s herc los.-skillctl
ittttl los-sagc luhour is in higlr
dcnrantl.

Povcrtv is prolrably lt thr, core ils
a root cilLlsc ol'r.ulncrability of -voung
people to trallicking. Chilttrcrr lionr
poor hclrlcs or irrdcbtetl tlmilies are
prinran' r'ictims.

Ilrtl'otlttctirllt

lrrttl tttatt,r/ ttt()rc ilrc lll tlltltr-lct' trl

hcctlrrrirtg r ictittts ttl' lrltl-lie krrrg il

rrrgct:t alld .sustititted ltcliott is tttrl
lnkcrt lo slop this :tcl ol t iolcllcc.

TrirlI'ickilrg itt pct'sotts rcltt;titt: ;t

global challcnge llo\\ ils it i: tlcclll,r

rooted in a rrcb tll'llorct'tr. cottllict.

polir ica I lrattsit itltt. itt:ttlcqttlt lc lL'rrta lc

cduculiott. itlittlcc;tt:llc- alttl
I discrintirttl()r1 cc()rt()lttic o;t;'lottttttilics

lbr girls itttd tr otllcll. lon valttc plitced

orr sirls attd tr tltt.lclt :tttd cullrrral
r iolcncc ol' rttalc-child ;rre ll'rcrtcu its

rr cll as chi ld ntan'iirgc lirr girl-ch i ltlrert.

I Ittttt:ttt lrlrl'lick irtrl tr l'lct't: i ttlttct'lthlc

irrtlir itltrlrls, tttrtitil-r trirl-cltiltlt'ctt lttltl
igttot'ltttcc ol'tt llitl litlc itrr lrlls lltcttt'

llt c,t il' thc-r lt;.rt c ;t clttc Lts to tltc

Ilrt'tl rr ot'k ltltcit,l. tltcv r crr t'ltrclr

ut1(lct'sl:tll(l lhc llllltll'c ol'rr ltltt thcv

rr tlrr lrl lltcc.

Ol' ctlttrsc. isttot'ltltl clrildrut arc

\ crV casV ttl lt[lrtse . tlrcl' at'c lcss

ltssct-tir c lts 1ltc,r' llltr c tto kllos lctlgc

itbttttt thcir rights llrl(l s() cllllll()t cllirlr
s ltitt tltc-r ktlon ttolhittg ltlrottt' lt is

cltsicr litr chlltlrctt til llllll.lllgc poor

ilccol"nr.trotlitl itttt lttld tttl [-rcttcl'its.

C'hilill'cn ltitvc tttttch cllcruv ittrd clttl

u'ot'k lttt' ltlttgcr ltottrs u ith lcss lilod'

Thus. c\clt thotlgh clrildrcn ntal' lrc

lcss proclttctirc thalt itdtrlts itt sot.ltc

circuntstitttccs. tltey are itt tlrc' long-

rurt cltcitp latrotrr rvith lcss bcncllts.

\\/hat is trallicliing?
Thc' Unitcd Nltlittrts I)rtltoctll to

l)rcvclrl. sr.rl)prcss itttd pttltislt
tral'l-ick ing irr pL'rsol''ls. c-s1-rccial ly
\\'onlcn and cltildrelr. adoptcd in

I)cccnrbcr. 2000 sivcs a direct and

corrrlirchertsivc dcfinititlrr ol'
tr:rliickirrg in thc Articlc 3(a) ol'lhc
;rroltlcol as lillltlu s:

"Thc rccnr ilrncrrt. l ritrrs;'rortalion.

llu rchasc. slr lc. trii rrs ll'r. hartrorr ri ng or
rcccillt ol'pcrstins [rv nlciuls ol'llrrcat
or usc ol'r iolclicc. lorcc. or otltcr
lilrrrrs ol' cocrciorr. ol' l[ltlrrctiorr. ol'
li'a trd o l'tlcccl)t i ()n. o l'a['rusc cl l' grorr cr
or ol' ;rosition ol' r'ulner:rlrilit.r, or tlrc
uivirrg rlr rcccivirru ol' ;rirynrcrrts of'
hcrrclits to uchicvc lhc consent
rll'lr pe rsrllr. lr:rr iru.l control ovcr.
antllhcr llct'son tilr the purposc
ol'exploitatiorr."

-l-ltg 
11,.,,11rs tr I :t l:rl

prri1115, ,,,,|il,,,t rr: lirr. r.rs

c lr r ltlr-crt ir.c c()llccr.l.lc(1." r-c c,.illi r,.,., c rl r

t l'a l.tsponilt iolr. I r-ir rr s li'r'.
Itlrbo1sl.lp" .r. r.cccillt rll'
ir clriltl 1i1,.prrr.prlsc ol'
crlllortatiorr slrall [rc
ct)rrsirlcrg4 .rrl lllcki rrq i rr

pcrsolls. er,en i t.tlris docs
not inr,61l1,g arry ()l'thc
ntciuts sel lirrtlr irr tlrc
clctlrritiotr.,,

Irr Iirrc $.ith
lrrternational Lahour
Organisarion ( ILO)
Worst Forrrs ol'Chilcl
Latrour Conventiorr ( No.
Itt2) it specifies rhat
erploitation shal I ilrclucle
" Iorced labour ()r

;;:l[:$:,iil;:i ti
''";,LJ.H;Jl;l$.,,
serious ltrnrr ot' r'ir'ric,.,cc
itttd bccausc rna jilritr. ol'
victi rrrs oftrllllck i n s lr-c
lL'rrralcs. il clrr lrlso Irc
sccn ils violcrrcc lrglirrst
girls antl \\onrsn.
Violcrtce aguirrst gi rls urrrl

\\'on'rclt is orrc o I' t hc
rnajor public lrcrrlth rrntl

Itrrrnl.ttt riglrts 1tt'rlhlcnts irr rrtn \()e re t\
ttlrllrr'. \'r0lcrtcc ltslrirtst \\ onlcn i: trotlr

srrst:rincrl lrr lttttl in trrnr. hclP. t,r

SU\tllirl \\()lllell \ LlllCrl lllll.l,rlrr. rrrllrt.
sociclr

lrr tlt,. l lrrlcrl \rttiorts l)cr'l.lt.ttt()n
on thc [:l r tn r ttutitlrt ol'Vitllcttce .,\ urr r r r.l
\\'orttctt. irr tlrc (lcrtct'ltl \::crrlrlr
rcsolutiott tll'[)cccrtrhgl' | 

()().1- r tolcncc

against \\'()ntcn i. tle llttctl lts "uttt' r.rct

rll' gctttlct'-l.rl..',1 \ tolcttcc tlltt t'csttlts

in rrr i: lrk.'l'' i() t'c\ttlt irr lllrvsical.
sc\r.ral ttt' P5r e ltologicltl ltitrttt or
sut'tering to \\ onrcn. includirrs tltrcats

ot'suclr acts. cocrciott. or arttitrary
dcprivatiorl ol- libcrty. u'ltetlter
occurrins in public or in ltrivate lit-c."

ln tlrc last l0 years. tlte issuc ol
-r:cnder-based violence lras ntoved
steadily urp tlre u'orld's agc'rrda.
Sexual. physical and psyclrological
violcncc causcs as nruclr ol'a burden
ol'ill hcaltlr urrd cleath at'lt()ng \\'onlct'l
agcd l5--l-l as cilltccr antl ntore than
nralaria arrd tral'l'ic accidcnts
conibirrcd.

(lcrrdcr is. thcrcf'orc. an issue irr
tral'lickirrg on both thc sugtply antl
rlcrnarrd sirlcs ot'tlrc cquiltiotl. Girls
arc tll'lcrr scur as cxpcrrdlblc.
(icncrally,. therc itrc n(l la*.s or larr
crtlirrccnrcrrt us rvcll ls tliscrirninatory
cultunrl antl tratlitiorral rror.rrrs that
;llacc tlrcnr in vulncrahlc

cn'cuntstat'lcc's. lll 0ur
conl'rrrrrritir's. .qirls arc expccled ttt
sacrificc their visiorr. ruirls.
cd ucational opporlurr itir,.s arrrl takc

()() rllilll\ cltilr.lrcrt tll' st'lttttll

agc. csl)ccilrll.t girls. lrtrr c \\ ()ltlcrt

bcert r ictirtts ol'trll'llckirr{

,*\

\\'hat cottstitu tes tnrl'lickirrgl'
'frrrlllckirrg irt .'\krr:t llrottr :lrttc lirt'
critntl'rlc. is lr clistirrct r iolltliott rll'thc
ri:rltl: ol'cltiltlt'ctt lt: tlttc rtl'tltc utlt'st

lirrrtt. ul'cltiltl luboLrt'. Tl-lllicking is

lr()l;r tli:ct'cct r.tct. ll is irr lacl. a

corul'rtttlrlr()t1 ()l scl'ics tll- itctitltts lltal
()ccur irt ltotttcs. irr thc cottttttttttity. itl

poilrts ol'tnln.sit lttttl ltt l'irral
dcslinittions. invtllvitts ttegotilttiotls

anlons adtrlts rr itlt littlc or no

rclL'rcrrcc lo lltc o;littiolt ol'thc r ictirtts

othcr thlrrr rrclr icc ltntl ittstrttcliotts.
(iivcrr thc srlcializltliott pt'tlccss :tnd

crrllrrnrl ['xrcksrourrrl. tlic" child is lcli
u illt rto o;rliort ltul lo ltcccpt thc'

or.rtcon'rc oI'thc acluIts' rtcgotiittions.
Tr:rlllckirrs ciln occur rr ilhin oltc'

c()untr.\'. lcl'()ss rratirlnal ['lorders or
l)ct\\'ccrr rcgions ancl usuaIIv irrvolving
scr cral ilclors. The pattenrs cnr;rlo1,ccl

rtrrv tlilil'r. lrrrt in Akrvu Ibolrr Statc.

childrcn lionr rural ilrcls ill'c tl'irllickctl
lilr c.rploitlrtiolt in urbalt celltres.
.Actors ilt trallickins proccss ilrcludc
rccnr i lcrs. irr lcnncdiaries. cnrplovcrs.
llnrthcl o;;cnrtors :rrrd cvcl liicrrrls alrtl
lir rn i l-r' rrrcrrrbcrs.

-[hc victirr]s ciul be rccrrritcd [rt,

llcl'sulsitllr. tlccclltion. lltrcirls lntl
cocrciurr. Solnclirne: throtrgh
inccrrtivcs bv rccruritcr.s. the victinrs
thcrrrsclr cs turtl rlr lhcir lirnril,v
nrclrrhcrs tlrkc thc ilritiirtivc lr.r

rullpnrach thc rccruilcrs lo lssist thcnr
Io lrriuralc gct'lcrillly bccausc ol'

*
i.

Anotlrcr crrusc of trafilckirrg is
lirnited cducatiorral opportunitics.
rrlrich conrpcl \oung pcoplc to lot>k
Ittr Nork at ir \cr\. carlv nqc. lrr fhis
rc:litrtl. poor lirndinu of cduclrtitlrral
s )'stent ir ntl lrc rr c c. p00r
irtl'rastrrrcltrrc. ptlor querlitr oI
teachins. irurtlcquutr.. nunrbe r ol'
qualitied tclchcrs. lirck of tcirchinq iurd
leaming nlatsriills. tlclu;- of ptr nrcnt
of teachcrs' salirries. tcachcrs'
absentccisrl to look lirr otlrr'r nlc:.lt.ls

o t' nrai rrt:,ri rr i r r g rlrci r tirnri I ics. uh i ldrcn
qraduilting tionr school and rrnrairring
jobless tor vcars. r.tc. discourasc
school attcndlncc lnd conlidcncc of
pilrcllts to invcst in chiltlrcn's
cd ucat iorr. T h i s si t uat iorr inc rr.irsr's t tre

vulnt-'rability of childrcn to rhe r itrlcnt

(Continued on page lE)
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rL')'ou a studr'rl1 llt scc()nrliil'\
or lc'rtiar,r' ittstrlulion'.' .,\r'e

vou inlcrcslctl tn cltrrr irts otrl

rcscarchc's on issucs ol' rvolrrcrr
r iolcnce'. social dcvclopnrclr t

trirl'licking in pcruons. nrpc'. lll\' ,\ll)S
ctc.'.'

Tltc CPI r!'sourcr' librarv is .jusl
rrhal uru nccd to do lll thcsc. (il,l
opcrrlcs licc lillrar.r rcn icr':, liorrr
Ilontl:r-r s to [rritlirvs garn - Jpri i. r krilr
at thr"' lirllorvitrr cr'lltrc\.
Soufh -South Calabar ('cntrc:
\o. -l-l Ekpo Ah:rsi Strccr. ('irlrrh;rr.
ltrueria 
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I Ghallenge toex p I o tatiVe ac t of tr rTi
g Ir sa ck I t1 obC u I tu ra I c o t

poor I v fed an d re C e I v h I hn e x t o f ob e t1 de
e n o ea t prostitution or torced labour. In r

the Criminal Code, section 223(2)
the provision is as follows:

"Any person who:
l. Procures a woman or girt to

become a common prostitute either
in Nigeria or elsewhere; or

2. Procures a woman or girl to leave

Nigeria with intent that she may

become an inmate in a brothel
elsewhere; or

3. Procures a woman or girl to leave

her usual place of abode in Nigeria
with the intent that she may for
the purpose of prostitution become

an inmate of a brothel either in
Nigeria or elsewhere; is guilty of a

d S c
r SC l'v cCS vet ther I m I n a t I o n a n d I h v are expoSed to poor,m a e c I d u h I hp t'e fe l'e n C e I
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ob I l' S m av e t1 d u p w th u n wan tedoba n t I n ou r S I tu itrion there itre d
I ecl I I

pregn anc IES an e I ther become voLI n obm t egr S atiVC prov Is Ions to pr otect rh
h I d

mo e rS or en d up w I rh damage toc I re n where rhe I aw ex I S ts there the al dIr Sexu an reproductiVC organ S
are Ioopho IeS and I ACk of w I I I on the or de rh tro fe aboa m un Sa rt Ion
part of en forcemen t itgen ts AS weI I AS Do laws exist to end trafficking?
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implementation of the law(s).
Consequences of trafficking
Trafficking in persons has serious
consequences on the victim and the

society which can have everlasting

effects. They worst scenario is the

death of the victim or permanent

damage to her or his PhYsical and

mental health. Trafficking encoul?ges

and promotes drug dePendency. It

conferences and national IawS to Stop
misdemeanour and is liable to two
years in jail.

traffick I n ob and protect v Icri MS It then adds that a person cannot be

convicted of any of the offences
defined in this section tlPon

Llncorroborated testirnony of one

witness. The otfender may be arrested

without warrant.
The Nigerian Constittttion, ( 1999)

in chapter iv Provides Protection
against violations of human rights ancl

against discrimination on the basis of

sex.

deprives children of their rights to

qr.rality education and freedom from

exploitation. Poor education, lack of

skills and unhealthy citizens peryetuate

tlre syndrome of area boys and girls

constituting both short-term and long-

ternr instability, insecurity and slow

growth and slow develoPment rates

fortlrecomrnunityandsocietyat

l. The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, ( 1948) Article 3

states. 'Everyone has the right to
life, liberty and security of person."

Article 5 states, "No one shall be

subjected to tortttre or cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or

punishment."

2. TheConvention on the Elimination

of All Forrns of Discrimination

Against Wornen, ( 1979), Article

6 states: "State parties shall take

all appropriate measLlrcs, i nclucling

Iegislation to sl'lppress all forms of

traffic in women and exploitation

ot' Pl'ostitution of women.''

3 , Tlie N igerian Crirn i nal Code'

( 1904) ancl the Penal Code' ( 1960)

both contain Provisions against

trafficking in women for

What can be done to stoP

trafficking in Akwa Ibom State?

All of us here present have to disctrss

the roles that individtrals, f amilies, the

community ancl governlnent can play

on this issue. I can only suggest that

we neect a three-Part integrate(l

I'ramework, namely:

l. Prevention of trafficking through

education, Ptrblic awareness and

economic alternatives

2. Protection of v ictims and

rehabilitation

3. Prosecution of traffickers'
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