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act against her will. It covers all forms
of harmful practices directed towards
women in the society in connection to
the UN definitron of violence.

According to the Webster,s encyclo_
pedia, violence is a swift and intense
force or a rough and injurious treatment
against someone. It has also been de-
fined as unjust or unwatranted exercise
of force or power as against rights and
laws.

ln an attempt to define violence
against women, it is any form of intimi-
dating action or behaviour that tries to

nlanipulate, or forcefully distort or
trangress a women's right in the soci-

cty. Infact, violence against women

nlay take an overt or covert form. Im-

plying that violence against women may

not [€cessarily be an action, it may be

an attitude or negative behaviour to-

wards a woman which may infringe on

her right to freedom of movement' ex-

presslon and association.
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In elucidating my concepts I will

classify violence into two (a) attitudi-
nal violence and (b) Sexual violence.

Attitudinal violence involves cul-
tural and non cultural practices against

women such as female gential mutila-

tion, purdah system, widowhood rite,

wife or widow inheritance, early mar-

riage, male child preferences, property

ownership or inheritance, wife batter-

ing, sexist government laws and poli-

cies.

Sexual violence involves all forms

of violence of sexual harassment and
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is overlooked in this instance. Students
arenot left out in this form of harassment,
female students too are sometimes asked
for sex in exchange for grades. Infact sex
has been reduced to a marketable act and
women are the objects of oxploitation.
Even some married women are sexually
harassed by their husbands who do not
give them an opportunity to say no. It is
more frustrating when members of the
police force refuse to accept complaints
from women against their husbands in
case of battering and sexual harassment.

They treat such complaints as purely pri-

.vate family maters.
Ladies that are raped or sexually ha-

rassed are discouraged in terms of seek-

ing redress in the court because of the at-

titude of the force agents to such cases.

CONCLUSION AND PROGNOSIS
FOR ACTION

My prescriptions iue Yery simple and

practicable. The prog[.rmfe we are hav-

ing right now is part of the emancipation

process because it is an empowerment

educational, €r I ighten ing and a

conscientising adventure. It is often said

that to be forewarned is to be forearmed.

The knowledge of the truth is the begin-

ning of freedom. This prograrnme is not

organised to conscientise you for the sake

of educating you but to empo\'Yer you to

bring a cataclysmic change to the socio-

political media you find yourself in.
We should insist on Anja parity

Ketokos Ki's call for Parity Democracy.
This included equal representation of rnen

and women in political and economic
spheres and the eradication of male sov-
ereignty. Let the voice ofwomen be heard

within state boundaries and international
boundaries.

The absolute, perpetual, indivisible
power of the masculanised deity must be

broken. The men cannot continue to speak

for the women.
Enl ightenment programmes should be

organised like seminars, symposiums and

the-media should be utilized in educat-

ing women on their rights.
The government should enast laws and

punishment for violence against women.

Cases of wife battering and sexual harass-

ment by hushands should not be regarded-

as private but cases of social perversion.

There should be a kind of rehabilita-

tion programme to rehabilitate men that

have problems of sexuality and wife bat-

tering. People with such problems should

be confronted for their self destnrctiveness

and violence and they should be told about

the costs:emotional, physical and eco-

nomic of these counter productive pat-

terns. The problem of violence against

women is not an irrepressibl.e one. We

can do something, and we must start to-

day to contribute our quota towards the

emancipation of women fold.


