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WE HAVE COftTE A LONO WAY
Being the opening uddress at the officiat opening oJ'the new Nutional Secretariat and I{

Graduation ceremony of Girls' Power Initiative (GPI), Nigeria, in Calabar, Capital of Cross River
State of Nigerio, on Saturday, August 21, 2010. By Bene E. Madunagu

The Co-chairpersons of this Occasion
Special Guest of Honou6
Other distinguished Guests of
Honou6
Disting u ished visitors,
Members of GPI Board of Trustees,
Parents,
Representatives of NGOs,
GPI Staff in the four GpI Centres
(Calabar, Benin, Akwa Ibom and
UYo),
Past and present,
GPI Girls from the 4 Centres,
Graduating GPI Girls from the Four
Centres
Our Media friends,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is with deep appreciation that I
welcome you all to this dual event of

the OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE
NEW NATIONAL SECRETARIAT
AND L4,^ GRADUATION
CEREMONY OF GIRLS' POWER

INITIATIVE (GPI), NIGERIA today the
21" day of August 2010. We are also
marking the 16'n year of the birth of
Girls' Power Initiative as an Institution

{Continued on page l0)

rT

n

m

!

*Bene Madunagu and Grace Osakue
Or//. ----t)---. .-.t .t:-.-^--

0nening -
I

t
*.{

1

r

I
I

r

r
ary".-

-^)
v,,r::1|tp

r
L:.

7
7

t
t

Bs tr
It, F*'



PAGE 10

GIRLS'P OWER JULY . DECEMB ER, 20100 Gn in d ]G$$ T H i$T0( t)ttlt,fit( lntnt lrUgt, r) We Hrlv
having been established in 19g

e Corne A Long Woy
but with re

3 Butterfly Works , Netherlagular programmes 3. The Comm
nds. This Journey, has hstaring in Ju ly 1994. itment of GpI Board mtne a lone. It

owever, not been
The achi Management Staff and

I would never haveevements of GpI in the Iast I shall return
'I GPI Girls. been possibl

15 years can be attributed to many
shortly to this group comradeshi

e without the
factors. permit me to single out

of persons.
Edwin Mad

p and partnership of
some key ones.

4. The support of the public,
unag u.

1
especially the communities

I congratulate the graduands of thiSThe enabling socio- political we are located.
where 14,n Graduation Ceremony of G POenvtronment through the approval, 5. The su pport of

for their patrence and commitmentrecognition and support by the individuals, includi
several in staying th rough the 3-year periodCross River State Government friends who, throu

ng ideological and for fulfilling all the requirements
through the agency of the State what GpI stands

gh their faith in for grad uation. As you move outfor have made into the larger society, your burden
as a girl-child would continue but I

I t,

am convinced that you have been
equipped with the skills to overcome
most of these difficultres.
Furthermore, as you all know,
although you cease from today to be
regular weekly attendees of Gpl
lessons, you will be graduating today
into the GPI Alumnae Association
(GAA). The executive of GAA wiil
today receive you into the alumnae
Association. This is one solid
continuous link with GPI. Beyond
this, you are free to continue to

I

a, ,
d.-

'Profcrsor Bene Madunagu and Professor M I randa Dosu n mu at the Exh bition I ut ZC rhe counse ng servtCCS of GPI

Ministry of Education.
2. The financial and technical
support, encouragement and trust
by our partners, collaborators and

funders since the commencement
of our regular free weeklY lessons

fur adolescent girls in JulY 1994.

these partners i nclude :

' The International Women's

Health Coalition (IWCH), New York,

USA
' The Ford Foundation, New York,

USA, through the Office for West

Africa, Lagos, Nigeria'
' The MacArthur Foundation'

Chlcago, USA, through their office

brAfrica in Abuja, Nigeria'
; 
- 

O*rm/Novib, Netherlands

' Afrlcan Women DeveloPment

SAcr ficeS to en S u re that G PI a S wel as the GPI bra ry, On the

not on v a rve but on
other ha nd I GAA CA n CA upon you at

rema n S t t t t h
th a n v m e o re p re S e n e

cou rse I aS ey say.
associ ti ctivities of G PI I

6 And fi ly, th m itment, a on n any a
na e com

tra ed peer
d d fa th of h ba nd enJo n you a I aS n

evotion I a n my uS
ed tors to show good examples

h d rtners
uCA

W o S a SO mv com ra e I pa
to peers n any p ace you find

fr d d to
you r

ren a n men r, you rselves Cong ratu ationS and
Fo r me pe rsona ly, the open ng of

ood uck I nd vou rS
the

g n a you r e ea
th S Secreta r at not lust

M pecial rhanks go to SOme key
but hat the bu d ng v S

bu d ng I W persoNS n the 16 yea rS jou rney of
embod CS and symbol tzCS S pa

'tly GPI They nc ude my fr end and co-

a rea ization of a d ream that dates
fo nd of GPI M rS Grace Osakue

70s t th
u er I

back to the m d 19 a e
She s a ivinI exam ple n debunking

U n ive rslty ot LagOS where mv the WOrth ess bel ief that women a re

COnSC rouSNCSS made a leap and my
th r WOrse enem les Grace and I

sta rted
e

soc o-po tica activ ities have oriI nS n Edo and Akwa Ibom

GPI wh rch Was estab shed n
States We do not spea k the same

1 993I94 S the th rd staIe n mv langua9e but We have worked as

pe rSO n a d CVe o pment as a n
partners in the strugg e for the rights

ctivist Each staIe stands at the
of g I rls and women s nce 19B6 and

a
For lna k

shou rders of ts predecesso r. re sti I march ng on n y0u
a a

therefore todaY S event S a Bra ide deserves the
London

f rom
me I I

inue II
ebration of a 35-yea r Ig e Cant

q

I
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I

Fund (AWDF), Accra, Ghana

' EmPower, New Y.o1(lU$
' One World UK (OWUK)'
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aC () I I I ue Ir0n"l Pa IIllege 0 Hq CpOS tion She haS occu

ve ome A Long woyt h S c
pied today n genee re m o n v a S th

rouS Su pport of our fund
Cha e f rS t the

e rS n g rls home or nea fronerperSO n of rhe GPI
execut on of ou r

r when
Truste B0a rd of W th

prog ramS esso n S close every S ndayeS She got eta
pa rt cu a r reference to th

u sr ned n that b d
e aS run adm n stra ttpos t on fo r th t u n g o f t h S N t ndree :ermS and sti S

a o n a o rq a n Z a t on a drema n S tod ecreta r at of G PO bout
I ra n S e

aY, as a boa rd me be
a B0o/o of acq u red the bus hof G PI Eka

m r the expend tu to b
n !Ye had less

BaSsey, Wa th
re r ng these two tha n 250 rlth be

s WI me at bu d ngS fro th
g S re9 stered o a ende g nn ng of G PI a d

m e fou ndation to reg u a r week v esn Served th S present sta
SO nS on do

OVe r a decade n the 0
ge Came from u/e now ha more hI argan zation FO RD FOU DNATIo

n r-) II
AsSu m pta Ekpenyon h

N d u r ng the o,f 3 50 g rlS every Su ndg Wa S t e fi rst te n u re f th
v I rnoon

N at ona P
o e p reSe n t Fo rd to ca ter fiOT, the brog ra mme offiCC r of GPI Re tat fo

uS S e n t,m old
Imoh B rd k

presen VC r WCSt Afr ca D r. a n d h e n c herna E ott and othe rS Wh Ad h bo
V e rv d ndo am odaga and When D r. expenSIv t MSe rVed G PI th rouIh rhe v befo

o md n d n ng trea rS re Babatunde AhonSI WaS the Sen or rhthev moved on t th
S a rge r Space to ac ommoda

,o o e r nSt tUtionS Prog ra m officer d rect v n cha ha re a kn
rge more I r 5 t at need GP I n I orma t on

Wa rm Y aC OW edged fo r of the Fo rd Foundat on I t to dtheir contrib
and developr
women still a
after thei
organization.

ran WOu a SO mea n t n n of
utions to the g r0wth GPI by the Fou ndation We a SO f,ac tatorS tya rIer cu r o
ment of GPI TheSC rece Ved Substant a fu ndS for the etc and rherefore b Iqer budgetrS

SSOC ate W th G PI e!ren bu d ng from the Afrr CA n Women It S mv hope tha t e e ne EJe
r e X t f r o rn t h e DevelopmentFund(AWDF). present today wrll donate

I should be happy that I am generously to help GPI rneet her
The present staff of GPI some of

who have been in GPI over 10 years

are real true assets and I truly
acknowledge their untiring

leading an institution that has

been of assistance I the positive

development and empowerment
of girls in their thousands in
Nigeria to overcome many social,

commitment to the quality
informaUon and edwatirn thd, we
provide for the youths.

I acknowledge the builder,

James Crentsil, the Archited,
Emmanuel Etu, Ule Erqineers, otld

all the workers and supenrisors u,tn

helped to realize the Propd uP to

this stage. I thank $e tradtional

rulers and $e communitY l#r
and neighbours who ha'e wrrttY

CO m m tment and SCw ce to G PI
M av I req uest a paSt a nd present eCon om c po t ca re g ou S

G PI Statt n th S Ven ue to p eaSC cu tu ra and eVen nstitut ona

sta d to be ecogn Zed d S c r m n a to r v n o r m S a n d
n u p r

ch d
I t to p ea5e take a t,ou r practic,CS aga nst the g r

nV e You a
th I b

d h If you go n Yet, I am pa ned at a m u na e
a rou n t e prem Ses

ff le f
b d stituting to offer rhe sta a VC o

a nd out ot the u ngs con
te ith rece ved u S here

bse that remuneration COmmenSu ra W

the G PI V aIe vou W o rve
rd rk, d o n c e m o r e I a n t to

fr be n9 the r comm tment ha Wo a n
t

h ect S fa r rom I
k d th e com m tm nt e prol fl ce n mou d ng these ac noW e g e

d Th bu d nIS a re not SC eSS SC rV
d nd fa th o f Ed n

comp ete e
youth d out of SChoo to be eVot on a

d T h n e c e S S a r v S n an
M d W t h o u t w h o 5 t

f n S h e e
f t th e m Se Ve S th e r a u n a g u ,

WC offer u se u o ,
th open nI 0 t th s

q u pments for the tra n ng
d h eW at a rge deVot on e

e
h aS fam CS an t e SOCI

t d not h been
to uthS and teacherS Suc

bee possl b e to sec retana wou
vo

deo It haS not a SO n
b n anothe r yea r,

te rS a nd neces5a r es V
ed f nStitutiona possl e EVen

C,o m pu
b d meet rhe ne o

h tota c,omm irment me
d accessorles ta CS an

on scheme gaVE S

camera a n I
rewa rds SUch AS peNS

nd fu t me 5U pe ry t$on
f t h e c a s s ro o m S

that staff spend ene r9v a
c h a r 5 o r for the energ CS n its fina $ages

m5 and officeS a re pa rticu ar v
Liyd

c,onfe rence roo n the deVe opm
Exce len c'(, M r5 ob ioma

ly nsta ed It S even on v th ro ug h Her
issioners here

on v pa rtia
d floor o rg a n Zat on Imoke Hon Com m

bvious rhat the SCcon
u p p o r t f ro m o u r

shed Iuests, I
more o

d rhe ast I re a te r s prese flt, d stin9u

SSroom b ock an
b a t o r S p a r t n e r s I once a9a n for yotl (

of the c a k re c o a o r I
bic thank you a

dm n strative b oc a friends and the pu
nd the honou r you have

floor of rhe a
W need c0 eaguesI

ble to rectiw prese nce a
monstrated by yqJr

fo comp etion e
5ha WC be a

G PT a5 de
cry ng r

d ppoft, n at a rge given
nt.

ki d donat:ion5 an SU
th pa nfu nadequacy

time and com m itme
vou r n

to comp ete or 5
donation of an 18- I

Madunag u
k d or n ash or both I We had d

from Bene Edwi n
n

roject b five yea rs a9o GPI
d nce the p

have seater u5
a Va

ed ea rl r, WC i
As men on th
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