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letter purported to have been frow: Doddan Barracks and
51 cned by a n15n official easking thatb Lhe g00ds be released to
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The Soniqr Customs Officgr refused, T don't rewember hig
name., He wus o Calabar man.  The next thing Was that a
detachment of Riot Police was sent to force the reles se.:iilhe
courageous Customs Ofricer asked his men to pull their guns
and be ready to lay down theiralives.: Then he télked to the
Police Officer who led the Rict Police in words fhat could be

put in this way: "You are a uniformed officer like us under

the sawe goveranment; if you are sent to force us to carry ouf

unlawful orders, we are ready to face you and kill ourselves

to help smug.lers”.,

The Police Officer was touched and he took his uen away

peacefully. OCne oxr Two days later the Customs Officer with his

jmmedliate lieubenants were transfered and replaced with

“"Yesmen". The contrubands were released.
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In 1976, a politician, vVery much,conneg}eu with the

arrived at the Lagos Airport with thirty six heavy

Military
The quesbiom among the Cust ous
Officers was whethexr to subject the_quas o the usual examination.
After arguneats for ana agalnst, the senior oificer whe was afraid
of victimisation cleared the goods without examination. L

politiclian wus delighted.
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one neea to see how umlformed men 1aterfere %o make Custons

Officers helpless when people -~ both men and women - arrived
and Thelr luggage pass through withoubt examination with Custous

Officers helpless.,

Politiclansbrought thelir influence to bear on everythin
‘and everyhudy, in protecting their thugs aand corrupt mewbers,

Then ccerruption and smuggling took lnstitutionlised shape.

The coming of the Military has wot improved the situas.ion.

Corrupticn, Smuggsling and lawlessness have progressively
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Drugs trafficking also took its pride of place. Ouly ATrWe

But pen roubery has flourished

Robbery has been frowned upom.
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llany people have made money Lnrouwh.smuggllnb(ﬂnltbed

have become Fo powerful tnab any Customs Officer who wants o

retaln his job cannot apprehend. Wnat of those Gustows Officers
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'wnu had been killed by both unliormed dnd ununiformea people
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Let us put on our thionkiag Capb and reason whether the
Governwments on Federal aud State Leve ls have not. somebimes
;? fallen victims ot big tiune smuaulers when golng cap in hand to
' 1ook for “"Philantropists" to donate geﬁerously to Goverameut

L projects.
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In about four decadus oi my connectlon with the Ports,.;
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