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BEING

THE ACCEPTAI,ICE SPEECII

CHIEF GANI FAI,]EHII{}i1

ON Tl{E CONFERMENT ON [I].}4

OT.' IIIII Ah'AITD OT SENIOR ADVOCATE OF Ti1Il

NIGER]T\N STUDENTS SANS

ilY THL] UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN STUDENTS' UNION

liilh all the happerrirtgs i'n e his country f or 28 )reiirs and parLicul;trly irr

Lire last lhree y6iar:s ;lnd ttrree rur:ntirs, I have coifte Lo thrl clear

c;;'lcl-usion firat pray.lng I,Jr t ltreirr Peace and Stahllity i.l; Eo Pray tiiat

ttrr: poi iIically repressed, socially persecute(i anrl econorli.cally

l-iLli)presserl rra..;ses of this cr)(rnEry siroul.d continue to be j rr tlie

$uf f ocatiug shackles ;rnil Lruui llating m;lnacles of ttle governj-rig eliLes

and che jetsam and f.Loatsam of this wicked system.

I Oo not lrelong l,o tile group of tirose Nigerians who rlow priry f or peace

arrd stabilj.ty under: ti',er kind of governrrent we have been lrtrv-ing sinc'e

1960 and up to date. 'r,Jhy should 1 pray f or the peace and slah j lity of

.,/arious gL}verlx[ents .

(l) That put the gear of our vehicle of progress into the reverse?

(2) llhat legitirui.z<., corrgi:tion i"rr il1I si-rata and in a1.1 f 6i''ets,

sf ructur€lr,i, mirclti,neries, institul-i.uns arrd all public pJ atf orurs

of our coi:nt-.ry i

( 3 ) Ihat p reach one thing and do errot het:?

ThaE take sadisric and Llitlerire pleasure in rigging tradiCional

stool s ?
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(5) That establish all sorts of spurious associatlons and assemblies

like better life for rural wonen without tlie men, youEh

assemblies without the adulgs, and all sorfs of superlaEive

balderdash?

(6) That stifle Ehe dissent of fhe workers against a plurrroleting

econorny?

(7) That squander our resources on worthlelss and totalJ-y rrnproductive

projects specially designed for their personal aggrandisement?

(8) That over-fill the detention caDps in most of our prisons wilh

leaders of workers, pressure groups and anti-governroent
rextremistsr and journalists going about Eheir duties?

(e) That ruassacred our students in our institutions of higher

learning?

(10) That sell by way of privatisat.ion and conrmercialisation our vital

public institurions to foreigners and to soue Nigerians who stole

and are still stealing the peopler s uoney?

(1r) That trivialise our past, ridicule our present and corrode our

future?

(12 ) That prlde themselves in blackmailing instiEutions of higher

learning - or how else do you explain the recent theatrical

display at ttre Yaba College of Technology just last week?
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13. That stupidly put crooired and cooked profit of a few so called
elites before tlre interest-s of the people it is supposed to serve?;

L4. Tir"rt stand accused for che extermination of one of the best

journalists of our time - Dele Giwa?

WHAT DO hE PRAY FOR NOT/?

I preiy to God ro stop r.iur National rot and to usher in a New Nigeria as

quickly as possible.

We need a government which is imbued with:

A set of visiorrary arrd revolutionary leaders ready to

serve and not servedl

2 Leaders who are LronesL wi.th the people and dedicated to tl-re

solution of the pe<iple's problems and are liardworking in all
facets of our rratioual 1if e;

Leaders with a clear-cut and rnasses-orierrted socio-economic

ideology, rolally different froro the stone-age capitalism now

in voguel

4. Leaders wirh a geluine prograrune for the abolition of

poverty.

We want a nation where corruption and fraud will be ruEhlessly and

purposefully combated and eradicaled from rhe public and private life of

Nigeria.

We desire a government thaE will transform our econoLay from thal of a

developing nation to that of an advanced, highly developed, aggressive

and assertive nation.

[.Je demand a goveroment f ree from f rivolities, vani.ti"es, ostentations and

inEoxicaEed pride.

We yearn for a governnrent tliat plrt$ people before profit in all its
econouic, social and political decisions.
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WIIAT THEIR PEACE AND TI1EIR STABILITY HAVE PRODUCED FOR THIS COUNTRY

1 Their peace and stabillty have made millionai.res and in some

cases billlonaires of leaders who before becomlng leaders could

hardly make both ends meet.

7

,)

4.

5

6.

Their peace and stabilit-y have made leaders both ln unlform, and

in Babanriga and Agbada bank owners, ship owners ' vast estate

owners, Newspaper barons and Hotel proprietors.

Their peace and stabillty have allowed these leaders t-o t-rain

t-heir children in the besl insr-ii-ut-ions out-side Nigeria in

Europe and America, far, far away from the under-fed,

starved, rickety, dilapidar,ing aad eollapsing educational systen

in Nigeria.

Their peace and stability have produced r-he most heinous

corruption in Nigeria.

Their peace and st-ability have allowed the friends of the

leaders to be so 'suffused ln wealthr that they find it- so easy

to donate millions to the building of mosques and churches and

r-o expend millions on chief taincy celebrat-ions.

Their peace and stabilit-y now ensure that- only 10% of all

graduates produced from our Universities earn a llvellhood and

only 1 57" of r,he employable able-bodied Nigerians are employed.
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7 Theirpeaceandsr.abiliryallowawholenationofoverl00

million people to go ttrrougtr lheir so-ca1led representatives cap

in hand r-o Europe, f-o tite Paris club, German club, London club

and to Ar,erica, I,o r-he \^lashington club, begging for H2"5

billion as loarrs when many of t-hose who have governed this

counr-ry have more than [hat amounl stashed away in spurlous

company names and tfronlst in overseas banks and vaul.t-s.

B. Their peace and stabilit-y have produced bus drivers withr M.A.,

I,1 .Sc. degrees i.n l.agos State whilst many Inlesf Africa School

certiflcar-e holders sir- over the formulatlon of our policies in

ihe most sensitive insr-itul-ions in our soclety '

9. Their peace and srabllify have removed all r-he differences

ber-ween a civili;tn regiine and a mllitary regime ln all f acet-s of

governmenial acr ivir-ies r-o the exleot [hat- the common people of

ihis country l-rave now come ro the conclusion thal a military

regime as ar- r-oday is a civilian regime in milirary uniform and

t-hat we have nev,.rr really trad a mllifary rule ln this country'

10. Their peace ancl stabiiity have made the lives of the generalit-y

of r-he people miserable, brutish, shorr-, hyoertensive, distorted

dlsgusted' fruslrating, cliabolical, unsafe, hopeless and

mindl.esslY sheePish.

11. So many young boys have gone mad after roaming ttre streets for

jobst-har.arenor-obtaj.nableandsomanyable-bodiedmenwir-h

wives and childrerr and extended family have commltLed sulcide

consequent upon r-helr retrenchmenr- and elosure of several

faclories.
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L2, Their peace and stability have destroyed all the peoplers

democratic instit-uticins for fhe venEilation of their grievances

against bad governance and for the realisation of rheir hopes

and aspirations - NLC tras been disbanded, ASUU has beerr

proscribed, NANS has been destabilised whilst their Island

club , lletropoli tan club, some pepper soup joints (l"l11i r-ary

0ffi.cersr Messes, Police 0fficers' Messes) and Employers'

Consultat-ive Body are;rllowed r-o hold sway and hold [he people

to ransom and grind r-heir faces in poverty.

I now ask you Ladies and Gent-lemen - why should any progressive

radlcal who is nor- a member of the political, soclal and economi,c

group of oppressors pray for -ttreLr- peace and Stability?

r do not need [heir peace and sr:ability and r do not pray for their
peace and stability.

CONCLUSION . TEE REAL PEACE AND STABILITY

For twenty-elghL agonislng years, we have had the false peace and

stabilit,y of all sorts of oppressing Governmenr-s. Now 1e[ us have

the frue, just and everlasting peaee and stabilir-y of the oppressed

people i.e. tlre masses.

Cf,IET GANI FATIEEINI'TI

19TH NOVEHBER, 1988


