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terventions in this independent
country by .Arnerica, the latter
landed on ttre trsland on June 26,
1914. 0n l{ovemher29,19l6, the
United States of America issued a
formal proclamation of military
occupation. The proclamation
was nead in Sarrta Domingo. the
:apital of the occupicd c6untry.
The occupation forces withdrew
in -July 1924 after ensuring the
"'election" of Horacio Vasqrlez as
Fresident. The countrv had been
rrnder an illegal American is
occupation for.a decade.

In April 1965, American rroops
again intervened in ttre island na-
tion. Foll<lwing the outbreak of a
nationalists rebellion in April
1965_ againsr a rnilitary junta
which haci seized powei in
Septembcr 1963, the imperiaiist
authorities in America linded a

tbrce of 23,000 troops to suppress
a rebellion of 4,000 l)ominicans
most of whom were civilians. It
did not matter to the imperialists
that the Dominican natir:nalists
were rebelling against a junta that
overthrew a government which
had been elected democratically
by 62 per cent of the electorate.
The concern of American im-
perialism, led by President Lyn-
don Johnson, was t0 prevent
Dominican Republic from falling
into "communist hands", or as
the imperialists later put it, to pre-
vent the emergence of "another
Cuba".

Employing a tactics that it was
later to employ in the invasion of
Grenada in 1983 and the attack on

Nicaragua, Hnnduras, Costa Rica
and Brazil to send token forces to
Dominican Repub,lic. An essen-
tially United States oceupation
force was thus given the appear-
ance and later the name of Inter-
American Feace Force. The
nationalist rebellion was mer-
cilessly crushed. T'he occupation
force was withdrawn in Septern-
ber 1965 after it had inaugurated a*lclyal"government headed by
fascists imperalist agents, traitors
and murderers-

On Novernber 4, 1964, the
populist ancl democraticallv-
Lletted llovernment of Presicleirt
Paz Estenssoro of Bolivia was

topplcd in a military coup d'etat
sponspored by the CIA and led bv
General Barrientos. who was thi
Vice-President in Estenssoro's
governrnent. It was the E0th coup
in Bolivia's L39-year history. Ttre
rnilitary junta moved swiftly and
with brutal efficiency to reverse
all the reforms which had en-
deared Estenssoro's government
to the poor, including workers
and peasants. Nationalised indus-
tries were returned to the im-
perialists and tracts of land that
had been distributed to landless
peasants were taken back and
given to the landlords. The people
rose in revolt.

In 1966, Ernesto'Che' Guevara
arrived in Bolivia at the head of a
guerrila army. Early in October
1967, he was capturecl alive in an
ambush carried out jointly by the
Bolivian prmy and CIA agents.

The agents made no attern'pt to
hide themselves from journalists.
Che Guevara was summarily ex-
ecuted shortly afterwards, on
October 9, 1967.
c To be continued next Thwrsday

in 1991, American imperial-
bribed the client lead'ers of

ox{u."";s:li-,TiH._?r
(Leopoldvillc) was grantcd fo?_
mai polirical indcpcriCence. Fat-
nce. l.uniumba, a .J-5_year_olc!
radlcal Afi ican nationalisi and the
leacler of thc Congolese National
lVlovemenl becarnc the trrrime
Minister of the new African na-
tion. FIe earnerJ this position not
b,y appointrnen_t, but through u;
etectron supervised by the netgian
authorrtles. But Lumumba -re_
mained in office for ontry 109
weeks and lived for less thad eightmonths after independenEe.
Morcover the 3 I -years'tlistory-oi
rndependent Congo (now Zaire)
has.been a history of economii
exptortation, political intolerance
and. violence. civil wars, etc. lm_
perialism rnore than any other hi;-
torical factor has ensured that iliis
is the trajectorylo be traversed by
the African nation.

Congolese soldiers in the army-
under the inspiration of Lumum-
ba had agitated tbr the replace-
ment of Belgian officers by Con-
golese in the army of the newly
independent nation. In response,
the Belgian officers initiated a
general crack-down not only in
the army, but also in the civil
population. Acting on the en-
couragemont and military assis-
tant frorn Belgium and its im-
peraiist allies - America and Bri-
tain - internal forces opposed to
Lurnumba's radical orientation
and anti-imperialism, seized the
opportunity of the military crack-
down to initiate acts of political
rebellion and treason.

Moise Tshombe, a Congolese
politician, educated at an Amer-
ican Methodist mission took the

fortherest step: FIe declared the

independence rrf the mineral-rich
Congolese provirrce of Katanga.
ln rrrspt-l,nse io tllesr- aggnesslre
acts-military amcl political-
Ltemumba appeale<tr to fhe United
Nations Security Council to send
t{oop_s 19 help him resrore politic-
al stability and safeguard the ter-
ritorial integrity ot= the Congo.
But as soorr as the troops arrivEd.
they rvere manoeuvred into a
position which was objectiveiy in
opposition to I-umurtba anci in
support of the coalition of reac-
tionary and pro-imperialist forces
which includerl the Belgian officer
corps, Tshornbe's secesssionist
movement, Joseph Mobutu's fac-
tion of the army, and Joseph
Kasavubu who was appoint'ed
President at the time l-ir?nurnba
was appointed Frime Minister.

The United Nations troops
stood-by- while Kasavubu illegaily
seized the reins of government
and dismissed Lumumba. The
troops were standing by when
Mobulu on Septembdr t4, tgOO,
staged a coup which confirmed
the illegal removal of I-umumba
while integrating Kasavubu into a
military government.

The UN troops were guarding
Lumumba's residence when he
"escqned" and fell into the hands
of Mobutu's troops who brutal-
ised and humiliated him. The Un-
ited Nations troops stood by when
lvlobutu's troops handed over
I.urnumba and his two comrades
tr. Tshombe's troops led by Amer-
ican and European officers who
continued and intensified the tor-
ture. The United Nations stood

lly EdwimMadunager
three African nationalists and
anrxrunced tilar the place trf tlrr:ir
burrrl was "unirnportant".

Having extinguished ttre fire of
radical anti-imperialisrn (and
comrnunism!) in th) young na-
tion, imperialism initiated f pro-
cess of rcconstructing the Congo
in line uith the forrier's ..on"rr-
mic, political and military in-
terests. ,A united and politically
stahle Congo was required; but ii
has to be a unity and stability
erected on imperialist interests
and solid anti-communism. It is in
pursuit of this twin objectives that
Moise Tshombe a traitor, a seces-
sionist leader, a rnurderer, but
whose anti-commuinism reached
a pathological level was installed
Congolese Prime Minister in 1964
after fighting a long war with the
United Nations troops. As prime
Minister, Tshombe carried out his
imperialism_ mandate ruthlessly
wiping out Congolese nationalisi

forces until his complete loss of
credibility at home 

-and 
abroad

persuaded imperialism to sacri-
fice him. He was overthrown by
Mobutu on November 25, 196i.
-tg{uy, more than 25 years later,
Mobutu isstill in powei, imperial-
ism is still in contiol, and the peo-
ple_of the Congo (now Zaire) are
still enslaved.

The Dominican Republic is a
Caribbean country wiih a rnixed
po-pulation (5 rnillion) of Spanish
African, and Indian' people. lt
was a Spanish cotony b'ut b'ecame
independent in I8,14. .Afler sever-al but small-scale military in-
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his 1975 book, Insilc /re Cam"
: CIA Diary, Philip Agec, a

senior opcrator of the Cen-
'' r,Iillpbrialism's bloodyrecord (2)

former

(

tral Intelligence Agency (CIA), de-
-ibed thCorganisation as "nothin&
-xe than fhc secret police of

Amcrican capilalisrn, PluPging uP
leaks in the political dam night and
dav so that the shareholders of Un-
ite'd States comoanies, ope rating in
gxror countries,.can con'inue en-
roving the rip-off'. The bloodY
L"tnti ln Indonesia (1%5), Bolivia
(l%7), Chile (1973) etc, have
shown that Agee's declaration is an
understatement.

Ruth First was more sPcific. In
her book, The Barrel of a Gun, she
stated that the CIA is "the agency
whose iob it has been to toPPle gov-
ern*ents objectionable to the Un-
ited States".'She cited the coups in
Iran (1952). Guatemala (1954)'
Grrrana (t96t ) as 'iell as the failed
t";il*"'of Cuba in 196l (the
i'iiiiiiii'siv of Pigs invasion) as

illustrations. The-ClA iC indeed a
murderous organisation' operatlng
interests woild-wide bY lvcry
mcan\, including economtc suDvcr-

sion, hrihery, murder, terr()nsm
:rnd ctrurrs d'etat.-- [.l,rt" Octobcr 1965, Indoncsia'
under Presidcnt Sukarno, was a

militantlv anti-imperialisl country'
ilirr.rn rict.rttcr I, rcme Indonesian
arnlv gcnctals, undcr the sPon-

.,ttthip,rf th" CIA' moved to unscat

llrc [ovcrnmcnt in a couP d'ctat'
this"u'as rcsistcd by radical antt-

imoerialist officcn, nationalists,
workcrs, sludents and parlisans o[
the Indonesian C-ommunisl Party
which was then in alliance with
Sukarno's PartY. What followcd
was a (lIA-inspired country-widc

slaughter whose scale had few para-
llcls in historY.

Accordingio Jack Wrxldis, "hor
wr:eks the slaughter went on'
streams were chokcd bY mutilated
bodies or hacted-off limbs. Not all
those butchered in this way wcre
communists. Whole familie's, in-
cludingchildren, were wiped out' ln
some places villaEes tvere des-
mated.r'When the ilaughter ended'
about a million Indonesians laY

dead, while hundreds of thousands
others were either in Prison or in
coDcentation mmps",- The C-om-

rn,rnist PartY with a-membemhiP of
more than thrce million - the largest
in the Third Wodd 'and an elector-
al suooort of 10 million was virtually
*oeci out. Indonesia's democracY
ani anti-imperialism ended.-N; t" Chilc- Satvador Allende
was born in ValParaiso, Chile in
1908. He trained to becomc a
medical doctor and established a

nraclice. He became involved in
iadical oolitics earlY in life and
trelncd tir form the Chilean Socialist
Party. The PartY, though a marxist
ors.ahisation, was. for sonlc tacttcal
;;l- ;,;;Gi. reasons. indeJrdcnt

of the long-established Communist
Partv <lf Chile. The two partrcs \r'er€

howcver in alliahcc in sc'eral of the
.ieitions that were conductcd in
Chilc be{ore the blorxiY couP of
t973.

Allentle was a s<rcialisr <lcprrty in
thc National Assenrbly from 1937 to
1945; and from 1945 to 197{} hc was

a socialist senator- I-{e also scrved

briclly as Minislcr of lleallh in a

ByEdwinMadunagu
Popular Front S,overnment in which

Srrcialists and commurusts were reP
resented. On three consecutlve
oresitlential elections, the Socialist
harrv out uP Allende as its candi-
datel 6n eaih occasion he lost. But
thc Socialist Party and Allende re-
mained committi:d to coming to
Dower on the basis of the constitu-
iion, that is, through elections'
ih"irr *"t not an absiract commit-
ment based on mere faith in the
constitution. TheY were cpnvinced
that the poPular forces could win
elections'uidcr the existing rules
providcd tlrcY worl'ed hard and
ivoided sectarianism.

Allende and his comPatriots re-
fused to be provoked bY the CIA
antl its local iqents. They mobilised
the rank-and--file of the Socialist
Parlv. members and suPPorters of
thc 

-Communist 
PartY and all thc

popular forces (workers. women'

,"irontr, students' radical political
Lr,runr, ctc) into onc gigantic anli-
iirrrrrialist front, callcd the I'ttpular
Uiiry. The result was that, in
ieoirnb.r 1970, Salvador Allende
hei'amc the first marxist politician
to bc clected president anywherc tn

tlrc world under a conslltutlon

fashioned bY the bourgeoisie- His
*.iin exc"6tion lo lhe rule' It has

ncrct bcen'rePeated anYwhere itr

the world.
SimplY Put, the PoPular UnitY

u,r.'*rurr,"nt, under Prcsident

At..nde . was reg:rrdcd b1l the gov-

"rnni"ni 
of the-United States, the

IiS comoanics and the CIA as thc
iJoicsi.rt ott"nge and lhreat to therr

;ntcrests not only in Chile, but in thc
Western LlemisPhere. President
Allende's Sovernment was a

danperous foe which must be re-
moJLd together with all its traces'
records and influencc anYwhere.
This new 'Cuba'must be killed at
birth; Allende was aware of the im-
oerialist attemDts to Prevent him
trom Binning the elections. He was
now aware o1 the Plans to liquidate
him and his government. But he had
a mandate and a dutY.

The Pooular-UnitY Programme
declared that "the taik which faces

the sovernment of the PeoPle is to
out in end to the Pos'er of the im-
fotidittt, the moriopolists and the
iand-owning oligarchY and begin
the buildrnf ol socralism tn Lhtle"'
As an immediate steP, the Program-
me oroiected "a national democra-
tic iev6lution which, bY carrying
through basic democratic trans-
forma"tiom in the economY and in
the state. would Pave the wav for
socialist change." Finally the.ProS-

ranlme emPhaiscd thal "ll ls the

three million workers' together with
the whole PeoP[', all those not com-

mitted 1,., the powcr of reactionary
nationol und fbreign intere;ls who,
ii, tt,eit unified clmtrative action
woutd hc ablc to brcak the Prcsent
structurcs and advance in the task ol

their liberation".
Thrce factors cotnbined to

acceleretc imperialist attac:k. In the
first.pl:,i:c, thc Pnpular Unity prog-

manded. Rattrcr, he called on the

--., .^l'arn nf nrrt nrtional life has not left the
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this final
a

I shall
partial listing of Amer-
interventions in other Imperialisrn's bloody record (3)

the Caribbean was invaded by Amer-
ican marines at sorne time between
1900 and 1939.

After World War II: The following
partial listing of Amerian invasions of
independent nations has been pro-
vided by historians: China, Guateha-
la, Cuba, Korea, Indonesia, Laos,
Bolivia, the Congo, the Middle East.
Venezuela, Vietnam and Crenada.

o The historical rjevastatir:n which
imperialism inflicted on Vietnam de-
serves a separatc account. Except lbr
lhe slaughter which American rroops
carried out in lraq between January
and Fehnrary l99l- the imperialist
campaign in Vietnam has no historical
parallgl as regards the scale of the suf-
feriug, rgony and death which it in-
flrctcd.

Vietnamese partisans under the
leadership of Ho Chi Minh. suc-
ceeded in clearing out both the French
and the Japanese armed invaders dur-
ing World War IL BUt when the war
ended, French troops attempted to re-
colonise the country. This was re-
sisted, and a second war of liberation
erupted" As American imperialists
did ia irfGermany (1945) and Korea

'(1953), French imperialists forced
through the partition of Vietnam after
their troops had been defeated by
Vietnamese troops the historicBattle
of Dien Bien Phu in May 1954. As
happened in Korea. imperialists hav-
ing been defeated in a decisive battle

of
puppet-regime in a part the countr

ica's
countries during this century alone.

Before World War II:
. o The Phillipines provides a clas-
sical example. America's military
occupation of the country was forrnal-
ly estat'lished with the T'reatv of Paris
in Decernber 1.898 * after the
Sparris6-6*"tican War.

o Almost a century later the
occupation is yet to come to an end.
American military bases still dot the
island and American troops are stitl
occupying largi areas of thb counky.

c Mexico, a Central Arnerican
country, was invaded by United
States troops in 1914 and lg16.
Through these punitive expeditions
Mexicans were, in February 1917,
forced to adopt a conititution
lashir:ned after the American model
of governance.

r After American troops had
"policed" tlre island of Cuba trom
1899 to 1902, the latter was forced to
ccnfirrn America's right "to intervene
militarily in Cuba if the political situa,
tion deteriorated". Under this forced
treaty, . American troops invadetl
Cuha four times: 1fr)6i 1912-t913;
1917 aud 1933. During World War II,
Annerican troops built a strategic basc
at Guantanamo.

. Puerto Rico is a group of islands
in the West tndies. It"has'an area of
3,423 sq-uare mites and a population of
{our million. half of whom are of
Spanish-descent. The other half is
made up of peoples of African and

Indian desecents. The country was a i
Spanish coiony until 1898, whsn it was
"ceded" to America as one of the con-
ditions to ending the Spanish-
Arnerican., War. But instead of
advancing the new colony to inde-
pendence, American imperialism
annexed it, having first changed the
name of the country from Porto-Rico
to Puerto Rico (1932). Puerto Rico
was thus removed permanently from
the comrnunity of independent oa-
tions. But in doing this, American col-
onialists put up a farce which it called
a referendwn.-In this farcda majority
of Fuerto Ricans were reported to
have voted for the annexation of their'
country.

Hawali lslands were similarly
annexed try America. 'llhese annexa-
tion remirid one of rhe Stalinist re-
ferenda through which the Baltic
states of Lithuania, Estonia and Lat-
via were annexed try the Soviet LJnion
aountry with a land area of 28,576
square miles and a population of 2.4
million. Having persuaded Panama to
secede from the Republic of Col-
ombia in 1903, American imgrerialists
coerced ttle newly independent nation
to agree that the United States
"should construct and maintain an
inter-ocean canal and should hold in
perpetuity the use, oc(upation and
control of a Canal Zone (two strrps
five miles wide on each side of the
canal), irr which it would exercisc ex-

ByEdriinMadunagu
clusive sovereign authority,,.

This tcrrible rreaty was aigned only
l5 days after the deilaratioil of inde'-
pendence by the Panamanian leaders.
American troops have remained the
sole. authority of the tirne, with or
without provocations, the troops in-
vade the Panama City to threat'en or
forcc through a policy or a change of
government. (Latest invasion: -De-
cemeber, 1989).

e American troops invaded Nicar-
agua in 1955 under the pretexr that
they were helping ncighbduring Costa
Rrca on the rcquest of the Organisa-
tion ot'American Srares (OASI-to re-
pel rebel attacks mounted from
Nicaraguan territory.

o Flaiti is situated on the western
sidc of the islanti of Hispaniola in the
Caribbean. It has a land irea of I 0,7 l4
square miles and a. population of 6.4
million, 9-5 percent of whoni are of
African descent. Amerrcan marines
invaded the country in lgl5.
Although they withdraiv 19 years la-
ter, in 

"19-14,-American 
imferialism

continued to control the country's re-
venues until October 1947.

. Other countries invaded by Amer-
ica trefore World War II include Chi-
na, Colombia, Peru, the Dominican
Republic, Costa Rica and Honduras.
Indeed, as one historian has
obsened, virtually every country in

- in this case, South Vietnam.
But as soon as the humiliater

French troops withdrew, Americar
troops entered Vietnam'on a cam-
paigir "to build up the South Viet-
namese as a barrier against the spread
of communism in South-East Asia".
(The Arnerican imperialists gave
themselves the same anti-communist
assignment in C)ongo, Bolivia, Domi-
nican Republic, Chile, etc).

By 1966, America's combat trooPs
in Vietnam had totalletl ut00,fi10, and
A.merica's bombing "missiorl,' over
Vietnamese territory averagetl 164 a
day. On lr{arch 16, 1968, American
troops under the command of Lieute-
nanf Witliams Calley massacred and
wiped out the entire population -nlen, women and children - ot the

Viet*ame$e village of My L,ai. The
report of the atrocity was denied for
20 months, and when it was decisively
exposed to the world, only one soli'
dier - Williarn Celley * was prose-
cuted. He earned only a few years in
prison.

'Ihe Vietnam war cost 100.000
American and millions of Vietnamese i
lives. Eventuaily in March 1975. thg
Vietnamese defeated irnperialism and
it local puppets. The two part$ of the
divided natton were re-united. But
the Vietnamese economy and society
are yet to recover from the devasta-
tion caused by the longest imperialist
aggression in modern history.
o Conc.luded
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