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misguided "liberals," in the civil
roiiew: state agencies involved in
the ex'eiution of-the transition proS-
ramme, with the National Electoral
Commission (NEC) taking the lead;
and sections bf the Nigeriim Press'' The Nieeria Labour Congress
(NLC) haE. in several statements
ina aitions, defended its political
riehts. Labour leaders and partisans
of"the working class have also en-
tered this defence. The defence
must now be deePened, generalised
and transformed into an offensive

fIfHE Nigerian Press has been rn-

-f undate-d in the Past few Years,
and particutarly- since the state

oromulsation of the rwo Parties -[t e socia Democratic Paity (SDP)
and the National Republican Con-
vention (NRC) - in October 1989,
with hysterical calls on the govem-
ment t6 cancel the right of Nigerian
workers and their organisations to be
actively involved in the politics of
their rbuntrv. This insidious carn-
p_aigr has petn led by.three gouPs:
?loiservatives, reaCtionaries and

In the fust Place, the.Niqerian
working class movement has Deen'

*ii"ri&uv, a patriotic, naiionalis-
f,J- o"mciiutii and revolutionary
movement. The movement was

b;., in the struggle to throw off
*f o*iUt*' Whild bourgeois.lggd-
ers sought to replace the coloilalrsts

ity; poPular democracY and social
i;.d;€: The movement has, in the
'main. stood for these rdeals - de-

sfG occasional Periods of errors'

In its statement of MaY 15, 1991,
the National Political Commission

"of the NLC said: "[t is in the interest
oi Nigeria as a nation, unity "' that
interdst groups like the trade untons
["i *"" noi ethnic or religious-
biased bv their history and orienta-
tion be able to seek td influenc€ the

In the seccnd Place, the fact &at
thire are disasrdements ot the left
as resards (fo-rms ofl participation
in thE traniition politics does not
annut tUe historical rights of work-
ers and their oreaoisatioDs to Play
oolitics. I shal d?al with the nature
^ana imoort of these disagreements
in the iourse of this series of arti-
aei. for now, I merelY insist that

ioumalists.
'- fn 

-tt* 
ittita place, thecrisis in the

.;;iili -or"in"nt'*orld-wide has

;;;;;;d;";d the critical role. of
the viorking class and its orgarusa-
ii;;; il ih5 mouem"nt of history' 

,

What has been seriously questioned
is the form of this role' Among the

l""tottt that have been taught are:
rtJwbrkins class movement must

iii u" itoii?"d politicallv; .is poli-
tics must not be dogmatseo; trs

illa"*tip nust not 5e alienated;
*a itt Piactices must be democra-
;';:iif;i.ng as caPitalism and

il;.ialih.efrain solong will the

"rifi;n 
role of the working class re-

main: and the longer it takes tne
;'".ki"; class to absorb these les-
;"";'f"d-;sume its historical
march. the geater tbe danger rlot
onlv to civilisation, but to humanrty
as i whole.*Ii 

il *ith horror that I tried to
rusoru iuiconteoa"of an article
writte"n 6vi ieuo* iournalist,Tunii
r,ii;'?NLiri"ol C6ncord, JulY 19'-

id.jir l"ii'iit.i rhi otd ?otiics of
P^inot BafYau. I invite anyone

who wishes to aPPreciate the dePt\
of the isnorance and decacletrces or
i"r eiu?ii"a newbreed to read tl'at
,rtl"l". nete.i$ tq the heroic

aeainst reaction and its orsanisa-
ti-onal forms. And in doing-this, a
number of premises must be stated
or clarified.-

and carve out regional and ethnic

countrv's political process." I chal-
lense inv'croup oriside the labour
moiemeht'anti the lefit to make a
similar claim, and Prove it.

the rieht of the labour movement to
Jru iotitics is historical and it is
fo rirdnent. Bourseois laws - which
historv has shown-to be transitory-
may attempt to curtail this right, b:rt
it iemains- and will again blossom

the First RePublic, some Nigerian
;i;rd;G* ;a'""ioniss like Mcheal
i."ran, Wahab Goodluck, Eskor'
fovo, Ot" Oni, Mokwugo-OkoYe
and Tunji OtegbeYe' dld maKe

itilmpG,'"tt wiih iesounding fai-
lufes".'" r-utit Is Tunji Bello- a Nigerian?
Has he read Nigerian history-I nas
he substituted programme.-o. pre-
i"ai."t ior s"tioui stidy? Will it sur-

"rE-hir" 
to hear that but for the

li#:,'"gx#"::.*'Ji",#:lit;
;;;;i Nig6rian historY w-ould

have been like that of South Alnca'
if t.i*.ttet He ProbablY Y'U P"
shocked to hear that but for the
;tA; t"a uv tue.e heroes, and

"in"K. 
n" 

",orild 
perhaPs b" a qug-

rant labourer perpetually hunted- 11
his own land? As a fellow iournattst
liia"*",ira"iianl I aa"isi Bello to
;"t 

""t 
his slander and aPologise to

these men. For I would not want
ili.-iUoaet to be recorded for post-

eritY.
frttui"g what aPPe.ared to be a

s's'f,;fl,$ftigffi :r,:ffiiil
ffii6;'**A him of Pl-?Ytnc ".S.e

old oolitics", for accordmg -to mls

itranee political analyst' "Hbou{.1s

5#ffit1TdE-r:ffiiJ',#*"
i.td"": Preferably a studY leave'

Ry?.if*";"'"#,rsfm[
(that is. labour under capltausm/
io never, never, seek haflnony

labour.
In addition to this basic hYPoth'

esis. let me try to exPlain, once
asain and in eeneral terms,what has
tiken olace ii Eastern Europe. And
I shall use Be[o's categories -labour and capital. CaPital won a

battle in a coirtinuous war against
labour. The battle was not restricted
to the individual @untries con-
cemed. The battle was a global one.
It-wd
national in form, but global in oon-
tent. That the events in Eastern
Europe are being used by Bello and
others in political argument against
the Niserian working class move-
ment iia demonstrati6n of the glob'
al nature of the battle in Eastern
Eurooe. Labour in Eastern Europe,
and eisewhere, has lost a battle, but
the war continues. And -as I-said iD
the oreceedinq Paragraph, the war
will bnlv end -with tf,e abolition of
caoital.' The Popular demonstra-
tiolns against' George Bush in
Greece Ind TurkeY during his re-
cent visits to these countries were a
point"t to the Permanence of the
ivar against capital.
o Thb is tfu fint fustalment of a six'
payt(rcle dn Labour and Politia.

ByEdwin

with time. The right was won,

through struggle, loing before any
members of the Present reglme was
born. It will rem'ain long after NEC

domains of control, the Nigerian
labour moveneot fought for
genuine independence, national un-

must have fulfilled ishistorical mis-
Iion and disappeared- The rightwill
survive misgpiaea ideologues and

stmssles of Nlgerian militant
o"tiffi"tits *d sodalists Tunji Bel-
lo said: "Right from -the ime or

agitation foiindePendence uP to

ao

1
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T ARGUED last week that the
.frieht of the Nigeria Labour
mov"ement to be activelY involved
in the politics of this country is a
historical conquest. It was not
bestowed on the working class bY
anv resime or constitution and no
relimJor constitution can take it
away. Attempts may be made,
from time to time, to curtail this
rieht, but the right will blossom
aiain with time. This is a law of
history; it is also an exPression of
faith.

. The above is a general state-
ment, a bottom-line statement, so
to say. It is the labour movement's
ideoloeical. political and moral
weapoi agairist bourgeois prg!e-n-
sioni. Butthe movement's Politic-
al right and authoritY have to be
asserted and demonstrated con-
tinuously, and at times, decisive-
ly. A right becomes dormant if it
il not regularly affirmed and
asserted and it encroachments
upon it are not f6ught, as often as

tliey threaten, .In Nigeria, the
opposition to w6ikers'right to in-
di:iendent political involvement
hai passed through a number of
defiiritive stages. But as often as

this opposition has reached a
oeak. 'io often has the re-
iffirmation of the rieht by its Pos-
seisor been made. Sometimes the' re-atfirmation is made:under the
official leadership of the labour
movement, sometimes it is made in-
spite of the leadership or even
asainst it.-[t b"ats repetition that the tact

that there are disagreements with-
in the left on the forms of participa;
tion or involvement in national
oolitics does not cancel the NLC's,
irght to play politics. Anyone on
theleft who opposes this right is in
fact supporting reaction, and this
is treason. In other words, NLC's
right to play politics ought to be
supported by all patriots and
radicals. Correct forms of parti-
cipation can be achieved through
internal debate and struggle; theY
candot be achieved through dicta-
tion, however perceptive the ideas'

- TliE last five years, or more Pre-
lisely, the periba siice Babanlida
cam6 to power in August 1985 can
be divided into three Periods of
assertion by the Nigerian working
class movement of its right to PlaY
politics. The first Period started
ivith the National Political Debate
(1986) and the ensuing Political
arsuments and ended with the
cof;clusion of thework of the Con-
stituent Ass6mbly in 1989- The
second period began with the
seneral 

- oreDaration for the
iormationbf potiticat parties, saw
the workers'-WorkshoP at Cala-
bar in Aoril 1989 and the forma-
tion and oroclamation of the
I-abour Partv and ended with the
politics of refrstration and the for-
hal prosc,ription of the ParfY
atong with the others. The third
period starteEwith the state proc-
iamation oftheSDP and NRC in

ByEdwinMadunagu
of integration. Tunji Bello in his
scandalously backward article
The Old politics of Paschal Bafyau
(Nationat Concord , July 19) bet-
rayed a-n.amazing degree of ignor-
ance of levels of differentiation.
He confused the labour move-
ment with the NLC which is just
an organisation of the movement;
he confused the leadership of the
NLC with Paschal Bafyari who is
just one of the leade*. And he
.ended up assaulting his readers
with his ignorance.

What we must assert and de-
fend against the bourgeois sta:e is
the righr of the Nigerian working
class, tts movement and its orsa-
nisations to play politics. lire
lght of the leadership of a par-
ligul_qr organisarion '(e.g. 'the
NLC) and the limits of thl right
are defined by the right of ihe
organisation - and the right of
individual members. If thtdeci-
sion of the NLC to be involved in
the transition politics is proved to
be internally undemocratic, this
will not annul the right of political
involvement. Wh-at cin be
annuled is the form of participat-
ing in the transition potities. tn
other words, it mav be decided
that instead of going into the
SDP, the NLC ought to have
taken some other political steps.

But it cannot be decided drat
thc NLC should have abstained
from politics as demanded by
NEC.

The question rqay bg asked:
what hiPPens if bY anY accidcnt
an oreadiiation of the Nigerian
;;tifis class (e-s. the NLq qq'
cides, democrattcally, to annul rts
right to play politics - a right it
ea--rned historically and whose his-
torical mission is yet to be fulfilled
or dissolved? If this happens then
we have to admit that a terrible
accident las taken place in that
organisation. It then becomes the
duiy of the incumbent leadershiP
of the organisation, or even a
number of individual leaders, to
take steps to reverse the decision
as early as possible. If they fail,
then the rank and fil€ will have to
take on the task of reversing it
and, if necessary, changing the
lea{ership.

But if it becomes impossible to
effect a reversal of the decision
through an autonomous action of
the oiganisation then it falls on
the working class movement, as a
whole, to terminate the decision.
In this case, the relative auton-
omy of a single organisation has to
giv6 way to ihe long-term interest
of the working class movement as
a whole. Whai this means is that if
the NLc had obeyed that Nation-
al Electoral Commission (NEC)
to stay out of politics, a struggle
wouki have been ensaeed within
;--a-outsidEthe NLC to reverse the
aJcision and PerhaPs change the
leadership, untler which such a deci-
iion r"as tiken. It would have been
i auw for the working class, its
movefoent and its allies.
5 To be Continued next Thurcd'aY
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Last NLC's right to play olitics (2)
October 1989. We are still in that
period.

But before Proceeding it is
perhaps necessary to make
another clarification in the in-
terest of some radicals who may
be perplexed by my present posi-
tion on the Nigeria labour move-
ment.

The following catergories have
been employed in this discussion:
The Nigerian working class; the
Nigerian working class movement
or the labour movement; the
trade or industrial unions; the
Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC);
the NLC leadership; the NLC
leaders etc. It will be dangerous to
use these calegories, for even any
two of them, interchangeably.
More directir. it is necessary to
distinguish bctween the working
class and the working class orga-
nisations. Furthermore an orga-
nisation should be distinguished
from its leadership; and tlie lead-
ership from individual leaders.
Since these categories are gener-
ated in the working class - a so-
cial group that cannot be com-
partmentalised sociologically -{hey are all linked or integrated
on several levels. For instance, all
members of the class are human
beings and live in Nigeria!

The point however is that in
political analysis levels of dif-
ferentiation are as critical as levels-

.l

I

I

t
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hlH,C's right to Ptra tics (3)
,AN Jutv 10. 1986. the I.ILC - an
:LPumtrLtta brganisation of 42 in-
rdustrial unions submitted a memor-
hndum to the Political Bureau at a
Eeremonv held at the National
Theatre,'Lagos. Attended bY Past
and incumbeit leaders of the labour
:movement as well as rePresenta-
tives of the Bureau, the ceremonY
drew a large number of workers. In
the forwar-d to its memorandum ti-

muit pick uP the gauntiet".
The memrrraldUE! ma 9-1tg-g4;

anibisuous call for sodalist trans-
formiticn of Nieeria. Whatever
mav be the curient ideological-
political orientation or position of
ihe NLC leadership. the memoran-
dum has become a'historical docu-

tsy Edwin Madunagrr

Asain from this Premise, the
rninioranclum coiefutfed: *Ite
ouJition of classes and class in-
feiests in 6ur Political equation,
often reiected bi the ruling class, is

:Dow a 
- realitY. Our submission

Itherefore is a class one' rePresent-
'ins the political Position of the
,w6rtine'ctass. and its traditional
atliii. Tnerefore, we believe that
onlv a socialist option can e[sure a

via6te and stable Political and ee
oomic arraneemeits in Nigeria".

The Memdrandum then dealt ex-
haustivelv with dl the issues listed
tv tne P-olitical Bureau, including
{evenue Allocation; Traditional
Rulership; PhilosoPhY of Govern-

-"nt: tdrins of R6Piesentation in
Gove'rnment; Rural- and Commun-
it" DeveloPment; Interests of
Ir,iinorities'and underprivileged
srouDs: Human Rights; Armerl
For"isi Federalism; Regionalism;
Statisni: NationalitY aod
Citizenihio: Role of Women;
Gtour in'Potitics; Youth and Stu'
a"ns in Nieerian Politics; Admhie
tration of Justice; Stat€ and Reli-

break the sPcial relationt{P ot

,l;yg:x*:*:r,ff irE;'i,is
the workrng class, Peasants, urb?tr
ill -i-"t piot-*6o constitute the
*Jt*t "tini"g 

majoptY .qf our
oooulation - the basic Proolems or
[116 Nie"ti- peoPle aie: Guaran-
I"ia-ttfi t" 

".'ployment 
; edlcatior ;

health: housirig and "participauoa
in deciding political and economrc
irirJJ *fuZti determine their lives

""a 
tle existence of the nation=- -*it 
*usiE" mntention of the NLC

tfi G;;roblems can be solved

iloil .otd t"PidlY under socialism

HY#rx3l,*.H',r*fq*It
iloGvm"nt; free education at all
i"Tlt h"i-oiedical services for all

YbfifJ"; rms of Repvaenwion
in Governrmen, the mehorandum
iizuJa tuut "mass organisations,
wfiich form the tasic @Ermuuca-
fr* 

"ra-."titisation 
Pladorms of

*,H:Xl;a*";Y 5T":ffi1"f,
ilil6;; 

"aued 
for the organisation

of the societv into functioqalgguPp
anA mass orginisations. 11 lilte{
tuese-oieaniStions as Organised
f^abour. - including the Armed
Forces:'student and Youth Orga-
nisatioir; Organised intelectual
g""p.;'Orgaiised P€asants; and
6thei rirganised soc[d and econo

On evervissue the memorandum
took a cleirly democratic and pat-
riotic oosition. It was the moet cx'
haustiire and thouchtful rnemotan-
dum that the B-ureau received.
Moreover, it was presenrcd bY the
largest organisation in N-igeria, reP
resenting those who toil to sllsulrn
the natiu:n. Throueh this memoran-
d,m and the ooliEcal mobilisation
and asitation that tmk olace in the
coursE of its preparatioir, the NL,C
re-asserted i0s rieht to be autor
omously involvedin the politics of
transition.

,tledTowards aYbble and Genuine' ment drawn
bates reithin
the indusrially Democratic Future, the NLC

said:

uo after visorous de-
tfie Coner;ss and all
unions afied to it. De-

"The numerous Problems facing
Nieerian workers, iural and urban
po6r, today have their origin in poli'
,ilcs. Therelore, the problems of un-
' 

employment, insearrity- of emplgy-
ment. retrenchment, tactory ctc
sures, high cost of living,inability to
control ient, exhorbitant medical
care. taxation, excessive school fees
and'all forms of deprivations are 

-

oroducts of politiial decisions.
thus. it is clear'that the problems of
'Niserian workers have become
mfid-aimensional and as such can-
,not be resolved within the
'framework of industrial relations
oractice".'' From that premise the NLC re-
asserted its rii,ht to be involved in
oolitics: "Lab6ur in politics would

r broaden eenuine Doliiical participa-
ition: it w-oUa Uatt the useof tri6al-
ism.'. statism and religious differ-
enci:s as instruments fo-r manipulat-
ins tlre oeople: it would be oriented
an? above'all, forge a trulY united
nation behind a de-finite ideological
oosture - which shall be socidism.
,!'e1 tt1e realisation of this objective,
workers and other democratic

:mic grouPs.
The memorandum

i'symbolic existence of traditional
irulers".

manifest
rn our so-

We also

iinstitution of human
went on to that

called for the
frehts. But it
"i'uman right

Foups and progressive individuals
iis where. it gualaa- t. To be conthuednatw*l*

,

these

which
from

cial,
ties
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ffi,-tin*aTrfrTast w'1ex

NLC's rightto plaY
By Edwin Madunagu

tTtHlS series of articles has been

I 
"imea 

at explaining, and then

a"fo,Aine, the right of the Nigeria
Labour eoneress (NLC)' the cen-

tral ors.anisaiion of Nigerian work'
ers. td be involved' as an auton-
;;;"; grouP, in Politics in general

;d i, ?tre potiu& of transition in

"u.ti*tut. 
the nature of this in-

iolvement is primarily the concern

oiit e *otfin! class and the politic-

"i ioi""t that-share the broad aims
;i;;;*t and are in alliance with
ii. :ittre- political lorces unoer reler-
Li,"c-coisttt,rte what is know' as the
/efi. Bevond the left, liberal deme'
cfots ttu1" an ideot,ogical obligation-
io defend this basic political right of
the working class. The Proclama-
tion of the Gbour PartY on MaY 20'
1989. at the National Theatre-.

ffi,i*mT?uiui3:,1Tit;l;

me a<id"d a new momentum to the
.^moaien - in terms of the new

f"it[t ii acquired :- 9nd helPed to

shamen its strategrc rocus'
Hiving said this, we have to.go

dh;; t6 state' categorically' tha{
the Niserian radical forces lwhtcn
includJ socialist, labour and

oooular-democratic movements as

I#aii aeta"ttmens) cannot ignore
ifli 

""titi""t 
Progrunme of an en-

ir"n[t iA n.o'-.oi"nial state (milit-
i* 

"i "lriil. 
Given the Present ba-

i"ice or fofces' a radical movement
ih;t isnores the political program-
mes oT the ruling class is simPlY not

interested either in the amelloratron
of the condition of the masses or ln
tte--qr"ttion of Power' Such a

;;";;;;, is, at best, not revolu-
tlot uw. At worst, it is irrelevant as

" "oUfi""t 
force. The crucial ques-

ti6n. therefore , is not whether the
tre ;;t;th"t grouP ot th9 tef-t

should resPond to this reglme's

ii:r**"*:H*lJ*:$ffi*i:
.i in" tttio"ter it bas to be active

"nO 
potiti".t, not passive or absten-

tio"i"t, as some misguided critics

suggest.
Une soecific response which a

*".tion o? rbe Nigerian left gave to

tt'i- pr*ft_ 911o"i X*1#'T,was its dccr$on -
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f-N October 1989, thc Armed
LForpes Ruling Council AFRC)
anoounced the. dissolution of 13
political parties, including the
I-abolrParty, which had applied to
the National Electoral C.omlnissiot
G.IEC) for registration . But as I
said in the precesding instalment of
lbis series, the l-abour Party had
been reduced to a shadow of itseE
long before it was proscribed. It had
become a gathering of labour tead-
ers and those who were bent oD par-
ticipating as offrcial candidates in
the u',nsition politics by all means
possible. Of course there were, in
the now clearly degenerate gather-
ing, opportunists whose politicat
ambitions in the party coutd be real-
ised only to the extent that genuine
s6gielists were purged froo it.

To be fair, one has to recomisc
that there were some honest prog-
ressives aud democrats in this
atrophied I-abour Party. These
were people who had been absent
from organised politics for a long
t'me or had never been in it. These
people were brought into the
lalour Party and used to legitimise
it. But they were betrayed-by the
same people that brought them in.

The "politics of registration"
embarked upon by NLC leadership
ended disastrously. The leadershi|
bas taken over tle regime's card-'paiCn against "sxtrsmists" atrd

"radicals" in the lsllgf th31 this
would earn them ofEcial r€gistra-
tion by NEC. Socialists who had
speDt years campaigning for the
folmatioa of the party and who had
played a crucial role in eosuring the
success of tte workshop at calabar

NLC's right to play politics (6) coaditicids of the maiicl aiid

had wamed that the politics of reg-
istration would end in disaster. In
the first place, since tbe regime
wanted only nro parties it could oot
afford to register a party led by
labour leaders when there were
powerful bourgeois forces - the
real ownersof the state-to satisfy.

In the secodd place, there was no
guaraotee that radicals" and "ex-
tremists" would not returo and
overturn the carefully laid table.
The regime could not afford to take
chances in such a possibility. In the
third place, the regime knew too
well that the Labour Party which
applied for registration had very li-
mited mass base, a base that would
eveo witheraway, with time . What
was the point of registering a party
that could not even sust2in amilita-
rised transition progr.mmes, to say
nothing of the envisaged civilian
administration?

When the regime dissolved the
labour leaders' bope of registration,
and proclaimed the liale-a-thc-lcft
and lialc-n+he-ight politics, tbe
question was again poeed on tbe left
as to how to respond to the aew
development. Once again tbe
56rsielisl movemeat and the labour
leadership came faoe to face. Maay
socialists were justifiably bittcr
against, and distrustfrrl of, the
labour leaders. 11"ss socialists
could not eatertaio any discussion
involving thosE who, in their opin-
ion, had betrayed the working peo-
ple. .by campaigBing agains
socialists-their strongest allies and

By EdwinMadunagu
defenders. They therefore kept sev-
erely away from furtber discrissions
with the labour leaders-

A little digression is necessary
here. The l-abour Party, as it wai
conceived by the Nigeri'an Socialist
Movemetrt, was not to be a marxist-
leniaist party. It was to be a mess
pg1ty, populardemocratic, and
with a strong sociztist orientation.
The core ofthe partywas, ofcourse,
to be manrist-leninist. not bv anv
constitutional provision, or by th!
p-"rry! structure, but by the pititlc-
aI and moral authoriqisl Nigerian
mancist-leniniss. Of' couri, if
Nigerian mar:cist-leninists lost this
authority-like their counterparts
did in liastern Europe-their influ-
ence in the party would decline, and
with this, the orientation of the par-
ty would chaoge. In other words to
say that the core of the l-abourPar-
ty was to be marxist-leninist was
merely to set aa agenda, not to
guarantee any position or role.

The l,abour Par$, as coaceived,
was to take part in what some p€{>
ple in the lS call bourgeois politics,
that is, electord oompetition
against bourgeois forces. But the
role of tbe party was not to be li-
mited to bourgeois politics. It was
to look beyond bourgeois politics,
while taking part in it Hence the
party was tobe @Dstnrcted in such a
way that it could not be dissolved by
a anv decree.

Soon after the April 1989 Work-

shop, however, it became clear to
socialists that the labourt leadership
was pursuing 4n organisationil
strategy. differenf from the original
conception. But this new labour
orierqation, later known as the poli-
tics of registration, was not a mitter
of tactical manouwe to set the Dartv
registered, but a cbansJin straiecJ.
For obvious ieasonsine of whilh
was that the battle qr65 fsught in g
bourgeois terrain and - under
bourgeois laws-the labour lead
ership gained atr upper hand in the
struggle to control the party. There-
after, socialiss Ieft thd hb6ur lead-
ers to play out their error. And it
ended the wav it did-
. The question that was posed after

the proscription ofthe Libour partv
and the proclamation of the SDf,
and NRC was whether-with series
of errors, tragedies and betrayals
that had been the lot of the /#-it
was possible to End a place wiihin
the transition politics, and more
specifically witliin 65y of the two
parties. The question ii oot whetber
one has faith in thi< regime or its
progftunme.

As I have repeatedly said in this
@lumn, the word fairt has oo
meaning in radical politics where
lbe workilg people rire poised in a
battle against the bourgbosie. The
queston is, always, whether therc
are possibilities of inscrtian and
whether this insertion can be uscd

SDP were available. Neither the
SDP leadership, nor NEC, nor this
regime can prevent the insertion.
As-I had-argued in some ga&erings,
tt the radical movemeot was actual-
!y revolutionary and clear-headed,
it would have discovered that it had
greater opportunities in the SDp
than in the l,abour Partv. Ua radic-
al movement cannot wade throush
bourgeois contradictions like fishin ? '
water then it has only itself to
blame. But the fact is that the radic-
aI movement in Nigeria has largely
removed the question of polidcil
power from its perspectives. And
whenever the question is raised, it
was treated abstractly, that is, not as
a realisable political project.

The leadership of the NLC has
opted to support the SDP. It has the
qght tq do so. As I have argued ia
this series, neither NEC nor ihe reg,
ime can remove this right. It c6
earned by years of heroic stnudc.
fi rst agrinst British colonialismlnd
then against its Nigerian bourgeob
successors. Whether the NLC is
playing the correct politics wirhin
the SDP is a different maiter en-
tirely.

to promote the twin objectives of Concluded
radtcal politics, n"mstyl ensuring Next week: The case for socialism
the amelioration of the material . rc-stated.


