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to be independent of con-
class interests are brief in By Edwin Madunagu

necessary to talk to the govern-.
ment, a radical @mmentator
should simolv analvse the situation,'
indicating ttli, possiUte outcomes of
government actions and Policies.
The radical commentator should
also not tell the peoPle what to do-
He or she should simplY analYse the
situation- indicating why it is so and,
at times. why it has to be so, given
the balance of forces. More explicit-
ly, the radical commentator should
r-eveal government's interests in
doing what rt is doing. the Power it
has to do it, the limits of this power

history. In any caSe, we have never
had such periods in Nigeria.

lt is dangerous to proceed from
the premise that the government is
ignorant or foolish. For a govern-
ment, more than any other institu-
tion in society, has acccss to in-
formation and advice. And, more
than any other government since in-
dependence, the present regime has
been pursuing conscious aims. A
government can, of course, be mis-
led on isolated issues. But he is

see is depressing.
Our country, Nigeria' is in t' very

bad state. Th-e social querition is as
acute.as ever; the class question has
deteriorated beyond what it'was at
independence 3i years ago- ln spite of
the tiansition - or indeed because ol
it - the ouestion ofdemocracy' posed

durins the political debate five years

aeo, h"as dishppeared from the nation-
aiagenda, to be replaced by asicken-
ins cari,cature, a perlect parooy' L-ut-

t""r"Uy -a soclaity. osr couniry has
su{ileiml a degeneration whose degree
is shocking to those of us born before
independence.

The Nigerian society is in a state.of
anomie, to borrow from Wole
Soyinka. A researcher into the social
phenomenon called philistintsrn does
not need to go beyond Nigeria. Part of
this ohilistinism includes the fact that
the iuling class. its state functionaries
and ideologues do not see it. All they
see is "incitement" or "confronta-

appears
flicting

under the worst form of illusion who
believes that a government which
has been sailing a clear course i*
being misled.

But some respected and well-
and the character of those limits.

History and experience have
taught me that a radical commen-
tary is useless if it cannot become a
miterial force. and that it cannot
become a material force unless the

meaning Nigeriani have held a con-
trary viJw. When I expressed my posi-
tion-, summarised above' in one of the
sessions of the Political Bureau in

people can indcpendenrly deduce
from it, a line of action, and act on
the basis of .that deduction. Put dif-

1986, a particular member' an expen-
enced political scientist - the real
moving spirit of that bodY - coun-
tered, emotionally, that this govern-
ment was open to Progressive influ-
ences- He argued that it would be un-
patriotic and irresponsible for us to
illow reactionaries and conservatives

government
themselves
dfairs.

people to
real state

to influence the

ferently, a radical Commentary
should simply be a mirror a plain
mirror, not a curved one "-.-- for the tion," even in acts that are meant to

reprieve them from pliq-ary responsi-
bilitv for this state ol atlarrs.

Our people are hungry' verY hun-
erv. But that is not their only prob-
i""m. Thev are also unfree. Slaves used
to be fed, and guaranteed securitY,
but denied freedom. Most of our peo-

govemment away
serving the PeoPle.

and the see
of from the path of

When I presseil {he matter, this mem-
ber became visibly distressed; and we

and the

I adopt this line ofaction because
I accept the view that a government,
any government anywhere in the
world. is simply "the executive
committee of the ruling class."

had to adjourn to allow temPers to
cool. Outside the Bureau, another re-
spected member
world-acclaimed

of our society, a
intellectual, drew a

protect
distinction between this government
and the one that preceeded it: Thiswhose primary mission is to

and advance the interests bf this governmenl /istens, but the previous

class. Periods of ceasarism,or bona- one did not' the discussion was again derailed. The the first of a five'part article.
partism. when a government I don't know the current opinions

DIe todav have neither food' nor
lecurity,'nor freedom. This ever de-
terioraiing state of affairs has always
required a radical solution, where
"radical" means "from the roots"
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cent addFess to his country'sacademic
community, said something to the fol-
lowing effe;;f; If you see an,injustice
being d,;rc, try to stop it; if you can-
not siop lt, then call on other people
to heip s,.op it; if you cannot do this,
then s'reak against it; and if you can-
not speak against it, then do some-
thing - however symbolic - to show
that you are opposed to it. In other
words, there are four levels of re-
sponse to injustice, four options
which the President arranged in a de-

f DO not approve of radical com-
lmentators advising the govern-
ment on what to do. Nor I do en-

governed to see themselves. What I

of these and other respected Nige-
rians on this question. But I think it is
necessary to continue to hold up the
mirror for the government and the

':orignal" and "thorough-goiug"-
Only members of the ruling class and
othir people wedded to the Present
state oi afiairs and the various evils it
generates are afraid'of the word
"radical". And they give the task of
voicing their fears to official
slanderers..

The radical movement and its de-
tachments did rise to the occasion -to save the nation. But the transition
progrrunmc and thb events in Eastern
Europe have combined to atornise
them, and have almost disarmed them
politically and ideologically.

The transition programme and the
campaign against "extremists" first
split the movement down the middle,
with a faction opting to take part in
the transition politics ai.C the other
opting out. No dialectical middle
course was sought. With time, each
faction split into sub-factions on the
question of tactics. The events in
Eastern Europe later came to inflict
ideological paralysis on the move-
ment. Instead of struggling to under-
stand and explain, instead of battling
to overcome their various disabilities,
many leftists once again retreated to
abstract and sectarian politics from
which we thought we had emerged.
Othc;s simply threw in the towel,
proclaimrng socialism dead and radi-
calism doomed.

It was in this state of affairs that
E,mevwo Biakolo came out with his
arlicle, Radical Faith (The Guardiun,
January 5, I99l ), re-opening a discus-
sion rihich many radicals hoPed
would help rescue the radical move-
ment fromthe corner into which it had
allowed itself to be boxed. But alas,

pres€nt series of articles will attempt' -
to channel the discussion back to its

I original teirain.' j 'I
The Tanzanian President, in a re-'

scending order.
Shortly after reading this state-

rr.ent, I read an article written by one
of my colleagues - a Nigerian
academic of progressive orientation

- opposing thLe open bollat. He pre'
faced the article with the statefirent
that he was writing for
cord, not with the hope

historical re-
of persuading

when The Guardian was closed, my
friend must have moved over to the

the government. In other words, my
[riend was adopting a very passive
variant of Mwinyi's third option. And

fourth option - may be by refusing
his lunch since there wa.s nothing else
he could have done to show that he
was opposed to government's actions.

In Tanzania, President Mwinyi's
statement was regardod.as conserva-
tive; in Nigeria my friend's statement
is radical. When you remember that
Tanzania is, in fact, a de-radicalised
society, you will begin to appreciate
the state of political respcnse in
Nigeria.
o To be continued next week. This is
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7flHE war against radicals, started
I by the British colonial adminis- ByEdwinMadunagu

country. W-ilqot f,ad taught for 18
years at ABU and is mahed to a
Nigerian. Shortly after this, David
Iang, then gorernor of Gongola
State, warned in an Easter mesiage
that the military goverament world
not "allow extremiststo take advan-

later the Popular Democratic Front
(PDF). We remember Ga.i Fawe-
hinmi's oourageous attempts to host
an Alternative to SAP seririnar. We
remember the abortive National
C-onference spearheaded bv Alao
Aka-Bashorui and others. Some

Radicalfaith and permanentstruggle (2)
under the present military regime,
Sometime in 1984 President Baban-
gida, then Chief of Army Staff,
warned that the military regirne of
which he was a key rnembei would
not tolerate "unilue radicalism."

tration in Nigeria, became a creed

The statement was duly criticised in

tage of its human rights posture to
detract it from its sel goals."

Up till this time,
not defined what it

the regime had
meant by "ex-

tremism." The definition'came in

groups such as the National Asso-

applyrng it to conprete reality, the
meanings of "uncompromising,"
"expected limits," "de@ncy," etc,
appear in bold relief. If this regime
dodges the concrete reality, we
have to drag it there. In any case the
President moved a step to the con-
crete in his Kuru speech. He said:o'f,et me reiterate that we have not

applied to
situating the
extremism in

reality. By
definition of

concrete
abstract
historical context and

remember the attemPt to
People's Liberation PartY

righteousness (April
Amuwo: Extremism:

yearrcin the

ex-

with accessibil-
the de-

to

the print media, including ?fte
Guardian,where the original report
was carried. Having thus settled

ciation of Nigerian Students
(NANS), the National Association
of Democratic Lawyers (NADL),
the _Civit Libertiei Orgranisatidr;
(CLO) and_Constitutiodll Rights
Projects (CRP) have survived.-But
in the main the response to the
"anti-extremist" cainpaign has
been-abstract, localised ant episo-
dic. And the nation is the worse for
it as recent events have shown.

October 1988 in a speech the Presi-
dent delivered at the lfth gradua-
tion of thel National Institute for
Poliry and Strategic Studies
(MPSS), Kuru. He defined extrem-
ists as those who are'trncomorom-
ising, fanatical or immod"rite io
their views; who go beyond the
limits of reason, or propriety to adv-
ance their cause; or who exceed the

Four years later, General Baban-
gida, now President, raised the
question again. The occasion was
the official submission of the report
of the Constitution Review Com-
mittee (CRC) in Abuja on March 1,
1988. The President, while receiv-

accounts with a provocative state-
allowed the mafferment, both sides

torest, and it was business as usual.

however

sought to choose those who will suc-
ceed us. We have only decided on
those who will not. We are also re-

all - are onthe left.

Three general observations are
necessary before we proceed. The
first is that the languCge employed
in what ought to have been an en-
lightening disputation has been in-
tolerably abstract and unnecessarily .

difficult - if not obfuscating. As a
result, the debate has not be-en illu-
minating, or as illuminating as it
could have been- judgingfrom the
importance of the subject under
consideration and the unflattering
political conjuncture which pro-
duced the debate. It would be
wrong to call the debate ademic_
. For an alienating discourse cannot
be said to be academic. Our radical
academics have not tried to com-

All these
academics,

bine
ity. time I
bate I have this

't
il

ing the report, warned that the Qon-
stituent Assembly, soon to be inau-

decency in doing that. The extrem-
ists do not bother to deliberate

ordinary, usual or expected limits of

where

transition programme are the
ideological and the religious ones.
We do not believe that anirthing but
the good of this country will come
out of the decision to exclude battle, the right has won an unde-

served double victory. I hold that it
is in the interest of the nation to

with
even unfortunatelv sgttled within the

ranks of the left, it has to be ex-
hausted there.

The latest round of debate on 'ex-

solved that we will not be succeeded
by extremists. . .The two types of ex-
tremists we seek to exclude from the From being a confrontation be"

tween the regrme and Nigerian lef-
tists, the "anti-extrpmist" debate
has now become a subject of debate
within the left. On this ideological

creatively throw back the challenge
at the original formulators of ex-
tremism. But since the debate has

tremism' or'radicalism' was opened
by Emevwo Biakolo, a iadical
lorajher of English at the University
of Ibadan and an associate membei

gurated would contain no 'lextrem-
ists." He said that those seeking
membership of the assembly wquld
be screened to "discourage extrem-
ists in our body politic." The com-
position of the Constituent A$spm-
bly and its subsequent report
proved beyond doubt that the teg-
ime was not joking. ,..

The President was again 6piti-
cised, but this time the criEcisriruras
more intensive and extensivb. It

others
their own rights aud'those of
begin. These are not believ-

ers in the-politics of equality; they
are not democratic."

By the end of 1988 the whole

As a theoretical exercise, the
President's definition is correct.

country had known whom the reg-
ime meant by extremists. They are

Nothing is achieved in politics and
ideological disputation 6y confront-
ing an abstract definition with

the leftists,especially those
Marxist pretensions. This was

another abstract definition. No-
thing is achieved by turning round ture

them."

made explicit in the Kuru speech; it
was later repeated in the President's
speech at the 1989 Guardian lec-

To be fair to Nigerian leftb ,an
initiatedideological battle was

"anti-

ted: we
form the

al form,
, acquired no organisation-
in'stinctive or deliberate.

While this was going on, Patrick
Wilmot, a Jarnaican-born radical

the word "extremism" or throwins
it back at the source. A resort to thii
may even be counter-productive for
it may land us in a tiap set by the
opponent. Abstract definitions are
useless except as a stafiing point for
concrete analysis. Definitions have
to be put in historical context and

against the regime and its
eitremist" theoreticians. Orga- of Guardian's Editorial Board. His
nised resistance was even attemP- article

guaSe ls
distance

a measure
from

of them are

Sociology teacher
Bello University

at the Ahmadu
(ABU) rvas

which appeared
issue ofJanuary

in The Guar-
'5, 1991, wasdian's

titled Radical Faith. This was fol-
abducted and deported from the the La-bour {LP) and .lowed by the following articles , all . To be continued next

the lan-

, $lgcll
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Radical faith and permanent struggle (3)
,/f,'tHE second observation on the
.l current round of the extremism

debate is that in pursuing this debate
in an abstract anci tedious fashlon, the
debaters forgot, or ignored ao
elementary rule in ideological dis-
putation, namely, -that there should
be a constant review of the terrns and
categories employed. For in politics
no tenn 9r category is ideologically
neutral. The term "extremism" has
acquired an idelogical conteot in
Nigeria; it has been captured by the
ruling class and conservatives and
converted into a reactionary weapoo.
If an opponent has captured or
appropriated a category, it might be
necessary to shift grounds and define/
adopt a Dew one, a better one, and
confront him vdth the new language.
This, of course, caonot be done in-all
cases. For some shifts calr amount to
total su.rrender or eve suicide. As an
example, there can 6e no shifts from
the ,terms socialism, communism,
marxism and historical materialism.
But the term "extremist" ought to
have been abandoned long ago, and a
new one, such as maximum or mox-
imalist, adopted.

The third observation is what I per-
ceive as a very narrow, and thereiore
dangerous, conception of. struggk ex-
hibited by our debaters. r#heo we
read about the Nigerian radicalsl-
stnrggle before independence we
know what they were struggling for:
simultaneous defeat of colonialism
and by-passing of neo-colonialism, in
other words. theirs was a struggle to

pass from colonialism to popular
democracy. When Angolans said "A
luta continua" (the struggle con-
tinues), we knew what they meant:
The military defeat of Portuguese col-
onialism, and the setting up of a popu-
lar democratic state. Later the slogan
acquired an additional content, name-
ly the defeat of apartheid-backed
_reaction at horne.

But when the term struggle is used
in mntemporary Nigeria, what do we
really mean? Do we mean ideological
.struggle on the pages of newspapers
and in lecture halls against the
bourgeoisie? Or moral struggle
against the cornrpting influence and
pressures ofthe bourgeois society? Or
legal defence of the oppressed? Or
popular education? Or political agita-
tion? Or the oonstruction of national
platform? Or the establishment of the
basis for sustained political-
ideological work? Or the struggle for
state power? Or all of the above? In-
deed, struggle for what? I shall come
to this question later, I merely wish to
draw attetrtion to the fact that the con-
cept of struggle is a complex one, for
the reality it tries to capture is com-
plex, multidimensional and insepar-
ably integrated. Supposc one had nar-
rowly conceived struggle as writing
articles in The Guardian, or in news-
papers generally? See how in a
twinkle
of an eye the struggle could have been
terminated by a fascist state. kt our
young academics climb down &om the
heights ofphiiosophy onto the ground

By Edwin Madunagu
of politics, and they will see more
clearly.

Emevwer Biakolo, in his passionate
advocacy of.rudical /airfi has this to
say: "Next to the belief in God - the
next most profound and fervent ob,.
ject offaith is the nation. The son of
faith which is required in the nation is
not a tepid or terrified-faith. It is a
fervent, abiding faith, a radical
taith... This form of belief rejects half-
measures as solutions to the nation's
problems... A radical faith ls faith in
ourselves, a confidence that in spite of
our short-comings and the mountaitr
of problems arrayed'against us, we
can realise our ideals, if our would-be
saviours wou.ld only let us be" Ile
Guardian, January 5, 191). That is
the phil,osophical aspect of his
advocacy.

Now, the political: &om Biakolo
"A radical faith is a total adherence to
the supremacy of the rule of law and
@nstitution created and ratified only
by the people of the aation or their
eiected NOT, accept onstitutions
ead parties foisted on ao entirc
population by a small ruling class."

I draw attention to some critical in-
dicators in Biakolo's article. He advo.
cates a belief in the nation, wllich he
defi nes as "the nnliry of. the oeoplo in
a @untr5/," but he goes on to impli-
citty
recognise that this €ntity is trot
homogeneous. Note that he contrasts

"we" to "ourwould-be saviours,', and
asserts that radical faith will not
accept the dictatorship of a "small rul-
ing class." Some critics may say that
Biakolo.is not a socialist; he himself
may even deny the appellation. But
these indicators show that he is not
only a revolutionary democrat, but an
ally of socialism - for all practical
purposes.

I have for longheld the view- and
I must hasten to add that I am not the
first to express it - that an honest
christian or muslim will, with time,
become a socialist in the sense that he
or she will discover that socialism tries
to establish on earth here the (mate-
rial) conditions for the realisation of.
those spiritual ide,als which he or she
holds.dear.

I do not know Biakol,o's attitude to
liberuion theology, and I have not
tried to ask him. But I see in him a
radical convergence of christianity
with revolutionary democracy, This
convergence he called radical faith,
Radical faith, as defined by Biakolo,
implicitly includes the idea of perma-
nent stnrggle. But this inclusion
should be made explicit, and that is
what I arn trying to do. By adding
permane ru stuggle to this faith, I have
merely it, thus making it
more practical. He should find no con-
tradiction in what is simply a logical
extension, as will be shown below.

Wheo I ran t series onshe middlc
course sometime last year, Biakolo

confronted me. He charged that I was
seeking a compromlse with the ruling
class. I saw that it would be a frtritless

exercrse turning the encounter into a
debate on tactics and strategy. .l
admitted that my proposition was'a
compromise one. But I appealed to

him to see that mine was a tactical, not
a strategic, cornpromise" It was a com-
promise on our own grounds, an
atrempt to help us swing away from
our marginalised position and sustai:r
some measure of political continuity

- without making a shift of principle.

It was intended as a clallenge to the
regime to respond to the logic of is
ownclaims. Icannotnowsayifhe was ' "

satisfied by my answer, ,but the gap ',
betweert us has narrowed, with time. I

Sesan Ajayi's articl€, In praise of il
extremism (January 27) was an angry
denunciation ofthe "extieme accept- t
ancc of accomplished facts in almost
all spheres: religious, political and

literary. " He called for'"'extrem'sm",
endorsing the positions held by
Biakolo in hisRadical faith. Ajayi's
article neither made ari addition to
these positiotrs, nor did it clarify
them. AII it did that was new was to
equate Biakolo's Rad.tcal Faith with
extremism. It was a tragic climb-down
for a delicate discourse that Biakolo
had managed to raise to a solid,
favourable, sphere.

To be continu.ed next week.
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Radical faith and permanent struggle

and us

INA Kawonise 'in hb artiri*,

$lft

individual socicties eat fovidc
spedfic oontcxrts h !rti* 8ny 6-
tremism catr bc ttfuood".
Fourt: '"The mosti&ltive ratue of

By Edwi* Madunagrr
std evcn €nco.fiagdr thc *w ctd
odlew n tlvive...": Anot*u: "Since
anrsortd is arctativeonethcre can
be no extremism save as a prdatfug
Eretrxus€d b,v itsmoeivcrs tolabel
i trite of adatyss in uder to put
ttem to Same".

Trti Adedtar's C-ahonaist ot
xror,t(May 2S) vas a aitiqtrc of
"litcrarv ertrerfom". IIc accused
Niprian odmnisli of liltiDg lhc
liberal temper, ad being rx) se
rkxls aod arrosrut. IIe advised: "A
slumnist is ffire likely to be retir-
ing md circu'nfcct if he dcfiEes his
bdef ascomisting of onscfumtizing
the peopb, and tbis we must insht,
recib no prograsnatic declara-
tions on temper orprod*mation 6f
ideoloeical ctredos". This is a piee
of orofessirmatr advicc to ml'
umd$s. Reatrly, it tu Bot fit in
hene sine we are discrxcing politics,
mt ioumaliffi . But I iaduded it fos
the i:alre of compl€tcn€ss, sirc it is
ohvious he is referringt$ costdbu-
tffr$ ts thir dcbate.

We may non' pull tog*her aod
mraohrase the rnefu mrcntims of
inis rbuate; U brietry mmnt m
th€m"

Contanlion I : nle siwfron @ tlrc

"r;*'t-na 
wrrc go--bd tha a-

;;ffi .'drwrdre'aauYqtrutanl
&on arul fffii-in altilw* uar
drr,r;;dri"; oI' rtir w@AHc
rwlity trrut fu-rudisol od uwttr-
proai&ilrg. Thcre b rEalty notrilg

to dispute in thio orooosition if it is
advad.red in tt,i* *avl Conuaticm 2 :
Some af our ewtiphile eonradcs
luve afuicd tlu s@glc
through compromiscs. Sorme othirs
luvc nwd dowA tIEb liorary st ts-
glc, or lwve simply kzpt quiu. Ya
durc llrvv shtfud tluii concern
from suhsuntivc issucs a issues of'styla, mob m*hds ord umper df
cnfia$t.

The problem wirh this propoai-
tion is that it is too generali too ab-
stract" lf the debaters had been
more pclitical and had beenguided
by a less rebulous potiticil and
:organisational objective they would
{have appreciated the need to be
Foncrete and painstaling in critic-
ism of compatriots (or is it com-
ra&s?). For committed radicals are
so feul and so atomised ; many of our
corrpatriots are weighed dirwn by
SAP'and other orobiEms. manv are
disillusioned and confused; fiany
sufter the consequences of isolation
and individualism. Others are
under severe sroratr anrd potitical
pressure, to say noting of fumily
pressure- Not all these compatriots
have "abandoned" the strufole.

one obicctive df critlcisnit oom-
patrbts should be to rwcrsc rega-
tine aod harmfol trends, not to &s-
troy dli€s. But lct the point bc
&ar. Thcre b oo gencral rule on
Ianguage of political siricism. On
domlm the langrrage is deter-
mined and onditiooEd tiv ttc ooti-
tical, ideologkat aoO orgnoisatilnst

obiectives. Unless a critic is merely
waliag a moral struggte - anti not i
politicai one - he or she must in
closing put the objecfive in view.
The language of smeone who,
through criticism of compatriots,
aims at educating and unitrng for
collective and effective oolitic,al ac-
tion will be different frrim that of a
"comrade" who merely wants to
score a moral poiat egainst an oppo-'
nent. It is unpatriotic and criminal
to tu,rucessarily and irtaponsbb
weaken the solidarity of the radical
Eovement through the usa of lau-

guagi; it is criminal to use for a
compatriot the same weaoon and
Ianguage that the cnemy utes him.:

In ihis iegard, I hold that the
radicals' attitudes to Tai Solarin and
Wole Sovinka has been erievouslv
mistaken and irresDonsibfe. I admil
that the formercorimitted arrious

T
nilc a rwug;de'ro ttc sln.#lr,- The-

libelal tcnpa @NrrrntfioB @t4

lsm,

tried,
wentasfaras
trl liberalisre-thus
finition of the

€xtwrrtis?tt (Apdl5),
extrem-

we fell. He Ever

the dc-
Ar the

political error; but the l,ater merely
made an ideological slip. But thesi:
could havc been corrected and our

to*e GOE-

I sball tkir m-,rla

,u b-

solidarity strengthened had we b€en.
more responsible in ouc
But tle method ado6[ixi by eome
raqc{k against these fighters wide-
ned the gap, and drovE Sbiarin to
seHdefeating rebellion. For had we
panaged the conflict more rcsDons.
lPly,-ne would nc havc dareil say
that he nou,
However,"by conductins our dis-
agreements in this fashio;, we have
lost heavily, 3ad 6qrhing - abco.
lutely uothiig -- has bc5n gahed.

fu er-

&rrMbt

t Tobeconthutdde*twe*
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Radical faith and Permanc
fnHE general conception of mouth-pieces -must be having a
r strussle amons ,uai5iil,'ut"i ;;;'lI;sh. Mv comments are ByEdwinMadunagu

have eailier said, is too narrow; it fwoi-
is infantile; it is sectarian. Many First, this contention is im-per- ::*::J?t}ffit:"tT,;tf::ilTl
iaaiiurs are not only buried iir missibli in confrontation with an [,];il k;;;r.'They.do not wait
their particular modes of struggle ideological or political opponent. until tomorr when every-
(writihg articles and books, siig- If you'think yirur opporient may ;h#;,';;-;ore things, will.be
ing plays, providing legal defence, be right then shut up, go- backand knofin - to take action todayl rn
teltirriig,'protestsltc); they also do your home-work and speak. or iiii: course of intervention in the
believe it a't tt ese particulaimod- actbnly when you are sure. Think historical process, human actors
es of struggle anci the ones they of the'absurdity of allowing the- get to know more. And on the
approve uiE tt e only permissiblL possibility,that ihe supporters of 6asis of this new knowledge, they
oir' revolutionary modes. They Sef may be right..Among com- take new actions, some of which
think little of organisational uni- patriots 

-and 
even in newspapel maY even reverse some earlier ac-

ty,coordinationieliminationand irticles, the."liberal temper".as tions. That is the way history
resolution of contradictions, the debaters'call it, may be a de- moves.
deepening of understanding, for- sirable attitude especially in The character of the debate re-
mufation-of political platiorms, general and preliminary discus- viewed above would have been
construction tif the melns of en- iions' But at h certain stage in a different - that is if the debate
suringelementarycontinuityatall discussion, when action is con- was necessary at all - had two
timeiand under ill condition, etc. templated, doubt is no longer per- things been dirne by at least one of
They reduce internal ideological miss-ible. For instance, one-could the disputants. First, if a context
strulgles - whose resolut'ions allow the "liberal temper" in dis- which ii at once histori_cal, ideolo-
coui"<l- further strengthen the cussions about the phyiical condi- gical and political had been estab-
movement - to abstiact moral tions under whicli ihe Maroko iished; and second, if the origin
disputations; they reduce political people lived. But once it became and history of the attitude (or
struggles againsf the ruling class Llear that Lagos State Govern- ideolocv) called extremism had
to battles of words only. They rye{rt- yas contemplating or.hacl U"en r-oight out. We begin with
tum the entire struggle into decided to destroy the place, tt" tutt"rltn *hut follo*"r I shall
threatre to entertain the "liberal temper" was no longer i"nlace ..extremist" with "max-
bourgeoisie. permissible. One had to take u h'Jirt" or "maximum"; while

Thethirdcontentionof extem- . definiteposition. iextremism,' will be replaced
ism debates which we have been lt is very difficult, and it can *li-t-;.**imalist temparahent"
reviewing can be paraphrased as happen only in rare cases, to take oi Gaxi*.rm program'me" * de-
follows: Since everything, includ- effective political action or olndinp on the" context. The
ing our knowledge, is relative and oppose an action from the pre- i"rrorrfor these shifts will become
since there are always two sides to mise that the other side may be 

"f.uii" *" oroceed.
a question, and since our opinion right! Such an attitude can exist ft" -*i'.alist lemparament,:yy tg wrong we have to adopt the only on the level of thought, idle unJ ",*i.u* 

progranime trave
liberal temper in stating our views though.t. tt "i, 

,iriei"ln ahti-"capitalist phi-'and in criticbing the views of -Onthesubstantivephilosophic- i;;hffi;;-politic's. But^the
others.I do not rlnderstand whai al contention formulated above,I ;;;il- Ju"a[-ott, labelled
this type of abstract and incapaci- only have to say: In the-sphere ot ;"*G*itt;' are specifically Marx-
tating philosophy is doing in a knowledge, there are the known ist in orieir. Rnd it is wifh these
concrete political discourse. This and the unknown.'l'here ls to un- variants Ihat we deal. 1.t us go
is where our political marginalisa- knowable. what is unknown to- uriinv into the history of md!r-
tion has -landed us! The daymaybeknowntomorrow.But imaliit language in Marxist cri-
bourgeoisie and their intellectual noit inf is unknowable. Human ticism.

nt struggle (5)
Very early in their revolution- history, programme' strategy and

,*un'dliter"arvcareer,KarlMarx tactics, etc' In other worrts' the

an'o Friearictr F.ng"tt emphasised Communist Maxnifesto cortuint
the categorical imperative,"t Yll il;il;iU"^ and main principles

;:TP?il;''r[g/, T;:;:;f;, fri]i' or 
-*u'ii'*' 

sociarism and com-

{:r,;J^:,r;:1ff;'xtra,xtl"*li,xi:f *r,"';**,'Jt'L::iy.
itf 

'1?1,?l#,';"1,',,",Ti3,H:iJ'?,i'm:*k"::m:S'"'"y#lt'Ji:time, all the more surelY, what we ; . -. ;
contemooraries have t6'Oo ir tt" ful ideological weapon. in the

;;;;;r;;irir| "ri1i*iiuarua- 
struggle . against capilalism anrl

;;';T';ii'-;i^i &l;i;; ';ao*- 
bourgeois reaction' .Bv -marxist

pio*iring-], 
-the 

sensi'ttrai our standards the text is brief, taking
Eriiliii", ?"irs neither its own re- less than 12,000 words. Every en-

;lil-;;i iooai.t with the trant to the socialist movement'
powers-that-be". via marxism, starts his or her

T';;';;rli"i i, tir book.4 education with it. It is thus the

ci,iiit,iFiiiit'i riitosapny o1 basic text of marxist and socialist

h'iiiil-y.li-fiaa OescriU6a'tni, education. Every drafter of a

;8;kir;;il;;. t-t 
" 

ru"euitd of the socialist.progra{nqe. must refer to
ffi;;E;;iiit iupiiitit* ut "u it' It is inconceivable that an im-
;Hiilit##;;litlain., a class in portant marxist or socialist paper,

"i"iiroii"tu 
that is not a class of whether academic or.agitational,

;i;ii ,";#t-i. u iius that has a uni- can _!e written anywhere in the

;;il"h;A;i"ib""uur"of itsuni- world without a reference to the

;;;;;i;fffings and lavs claim to Communist . Manifesto' - Those

no particular ri"ght becalse it is the who call it the "Bible" of social-

;bi";i ;i ;;- Sitti"rtat injustice itry F?v have some.point,. pro-
["i ri irlriiicL in general....". vided they b-ear.this distinction in
--f1,,i rtiiiiitto of the Commun- mind: TheMznifesto isnot sacred.

xiiiri,- 
"iine 

C\mmunist Man- It.cqnbe critkis_ed.by Marxists; the

ii"if, ir' tt" U"rt known text in i.deasandconclusiaruinitaresub-
lr"*iJ 

"ra 
socialist literature. it iect to modificatioru and d.evelop-

is simultaneously one of the oldest menl!'.

;rd;; of the freshest. It is also This introduction to the Com-

it " -oii p"p"lir and the most munisl,Manifeyto is necessary be-

;i;t"iy-;"h. it is in language one cause the text is unmatched in de-

;f-t#-;&-;;;"asiblE sficialist nunciatory anq maximalist lan-

i&ti, 
"riJ 

tt " iost direct in poli guage..As we shall see next week

ii;;i;;;;"g-. jt is the most fun- eachof itssentencesspitsfire..No-
A;;i"t, t"C most sweeping and thing which somb of our radicals
th; ilJ$;etrating in 'anaTysis. have written is comparab-le to.the
It is at onie ,"ry coricise, an<i e*- mildest,sentence in the Manifes-
t u.,riiu", to"chirig as it were, all 1o... 

And .ygt, we approve of the
deoartments of - marxism and latter and disapprove the former.
;#;ii;i--;olution: Philosophv-, o To be continued next weekI

':-n of-change in our conti- fl t . _l_,a-- naifher arhiterv nnr rrnnrincinlerl'
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Radicalfaith'and perrnanent struggle (7)
WfJ,:ill ?rf$$r"l}r ffi l;?'#
helievr, to be the immediite ooliti.-
al tasks of Nigenan radicals'- le[-
tist radicals. to be specific; For non-
ieftist radicals are-simply fascrsts
Mv position rernains ess'eritially as it
was aniculated in the concludiirg in-
stalment of my earlier series -Ille
Middle Coursi tsur this position
neeris to be updated.

The challenge before Nigerian
radicai and r6volutionary Yorces
proceeds directly from thd presenf
margrnahsed, atonrrsed and pathe-
tl( state o1 rts polrtrcai existence,'i'he challenge, ai I see i.: , is straighr
forwarci, though hy- no means s-im-
plc. Irs core is to abandon infantrl-
ism" "play-acting, opportunism"
careensrn, sectarranism, abstract
radrcaiism and self-destructive in-
ternai squatrbles and enter, or re-
eoter. the national political arena as
an organised and uiiited movement.A radicatr and nationallv-based
movement whose $trateg), is to-
cused not just on the neJE for in-
creased harassment of the
bourgeois state but on political
pcrwer.

. Tb.e. .starting-point, of course ,
should be rhe formatron of a pan-
Nigerian democratic platform, the
creation of which was attempted in
Calabar in 1981 (Niserian bemo-
craric Movement, NDM) and thenin Lagos in July 1989 (popular
Democratic Front). Both aitempts.
and perhaps others, were killed by
qgique.ly -Nlgerian left-wing mala-
dies which had assailed us-ior too

long. In this renewed atte.mpt to
forrn such a front, radicals will be
exe_rcrli1rg- their democratic rights,
and will therefore be protectet bv
the Nigerian Constitutron, tha
Charterof the Organisation of A{ri-
can Unity (OAU) on Human
Rights, the Chaner of Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS). the Charter and va-
rious declarations of the united Na-
tions, and other human rights and
derhocratic conventions t6 which
Nigeria is a signatory, And Presi-
denl Babangidai beihg the current
Flead of the OAU. cannot permir a
vroiation of our democratrl riehts.
The democratic mood in the riorld
supports the exercise of our demo-
cratrc rights. Beyond that, it is in the
interest of the nation to have such a
democratic front.

The popular Democratic Front
should bnng together all democra-
tic and radical forces, namely,
popular-democratic groups, humiin
rights organisations and radical
mass organisations of workers, stu-
dents, women, peasants, profes-
sionals, academics and artisis. The
Front mu_st, from its inception, re-
noun@ the sectarianism, disposi-
tion to slander, intolerance, dision-
esty, opportunism, and dogmatism
of its predecessors. No-onel and no
one group, should be allowed to
place a sectarian condition on mem-
bership. The seeds of prop-
rietorship or "god-fatherismp must
never be sovm in the Front.

There are not, and there need not
be, irreconcilable oontradictipns

By Edwin llladunagu seek to unite and strengt\en, not to
divide and weaken.

restructure the societv. I am con-
vrnced more than ever'before that in
our own case, the case of Nigeria in
the 1990s, the dernocratic struggle is
a radical struggle. For the democra-
tic struggle leads directiy to the fun-
damental restructuring of the social
order. anci nowhere else.

It is precisely because the demo-
cratic struggle in Nigeria has no
other mission except the radical res-

bourgeois
whose views were quite harmful to
the movement,.

s$u[d.-be
sou{ehst"

called a petit-

tructuring of the social order that
those who are in the leadership of
the heavily tactronahsed dem&ra-
tic forces must be supremely re-
sponsible. tolerant and disciplined.
And to be responsibie and disci-
plined is not Just to be consistently
militant but also to be appreciative
of the dimensions and com'plexity of
the democratic movement, Rather

'..L 19{.0 Proudhon wrore a book,
The Philosophy ofpovertv" whicli
he thought was a masterpiece in the
roeotogtcal arsenal of the move_
m-ent. Enthusiastically he asked
Ma5x, his close friend, to write a
revrew ofthe book, savine: ..I await
your severe criticism.i' Karl Marx-
in 1847 produced a review in torm ol
another book, titled The po*rty ;i
Philosophy.

This does not mean that unprinci-
ped liberalism should be adopted.
Take, for instance, the battle ri,hich
Karl Marx waged against Pierre
Jgseph Proudhdn (180q-1865) in
the European workers' movement
in the middle of the last centurv.
Proudhon, a French economist arid
journahst, was at first. ouite in-
fluential in the movement] But he

previously acclaimed philosopher
ancl economist was neither. And he
weqt on to demonstrate this in his
I!rl"*. A..l{"{x later recalled this

i?ffi!"Tg.;s,y*,t"6ii",?#t
esty Marx failed to say that his re_uew strengthened thL movement
9Y ta-yng to rest the shost ofrroudhonism. This is thd tvDe of
cntrcrsm that radicals should'adopt.
. There must however Ue a siml-f_
taneous attempt to go bevond itrirormatron of a democratic front.lrrawlng heavily on the lessons of.me present revolutlon and counter-
l!lp_t!,uon in the wortd, Nigerian
raorcats and patnots should-think
senously about the need to estab-
Fn a. nationally_based socialist
rormatlon in Nigeria. The forma_
uon should bJ: part of the popular_
Lremocratic Front. It must be com-
rrurred to the mobihsation of theworkrng and toiling peopie ofNtgena tor the struggi'e for
socialism.

democratic and
purely popular-

human rights strug-
gle and the more radical struggle to

than being buned rn their partrcular
modes of, struggle, radiials must
recognise -the need for a co-
ordination of the various dimen-

between the

ism and disciplined internal dia-

was what
an anarchiSt

Here is the foreword to Marx's
review: "Proudhon has the misfor-

slons of our strugeCe at every level.
The democratic forces in Nigeria

must recogrise and appreciate the
need for firm, but corrective critic-

tune of being peculiarly misunder-
stood in Europe. In France, he has
the right to be a bad economist, be-
cause he is reputed to be a good
German philosopher. In German
he has the right to be a bad German
philosopher, because he is reputedlogue as means of uprooting

dangerous ideological and political
trends within the movement. Every to be one of the ablest

economists. Being both
and an economist at the

gf French
a German

criticism - whether internal or
directed at the other side - must
have an aim. And the aim must be
positive. Each act of criticism must

same time


