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1-l lE following notes are fragrncrrt.rry. Ilrt'
I analyses and propositions, wlrir lr llr,'y nr,ry

embody, are therefore tentative. As tlrt'cit irrg oI
all the sources will be too cumbersonrc I slr.rll
cite only obscure ones, leaving out tlrose (l)at
t.rn be obtained bya quick lnterr)('t \riu( lr.l ll('
llitr e itself may he taken as conlintr,rliorr ol t lrt'
exercise begun with Revolution and hunt.tnist'n:
CIaifications. (March 29 and April 5,2o12).
We nraybegiu wit h definition, description arrd

range: "Arab Springrefers to the denrocr.l( ic r.rl)-
risings that arose independently and spread
across the Arab world in 2oll. lhc n)ovcrrrcnt
originated in De( ember 2tll( t ,tntl t;t tir l<ly t r x rli

hold in Egypt, Libya, Syri,r. Y'rrlrr, ll,rlrr.rirr.
Saudi Arabia, and lrrrrl.trt". llrrs rs rtr,tirilrtl,rr
w.rrd, clear an<l pnr ist'. I lrt' \irur < r' [Vtrr ,h .rr Ii
clc liortt wlrir Ir it w.rs l.tlit'rr tlrt'rr ,trLlt rl wlr.tt I

('xlx\l ('v('ry slu(l('nl ol llrt'srrlr;t'tl lo lirrow,
rr.rrrr' lv tIr.rt tIrl tlr rrr, zlr.r/r \1rr111.1', "11.,r 

',', 
u,

rrrrsly rrs,', I I rriir rr rrr11,, rr r M.rr, lr .i{ )r )', l,y ilr iln,'l
otrs irretlia conln)ellt.rtols lo su1t]]' l lll,rl .l
sPiil oll lrcrrt'lit ol t lrc ilrv,rri,,rr rrl lr,rrl wilill(l l tr'
tlre Ilowering ()l Wc\l('r n.[r i('ntlly Mi, hllt' l:,rst
derrocracies".
I\rt diflerently, the term,/rubSpnng, is nol d

ncw name for a new development, but an old
name that was previously given to a political il-
lusion -that the 2o03 American invasion o[lraq
would spar[< of a "democrary wind" inArab-ma-
jority countries of Africa and the Middle East.
Mind you, not just dernocrary; but democracy
that would be "Westem-friendly" by which is
meant "imperialist-aligned". The 2o03 illusion
died, as it was fated to die. Seven years later the
self-immolation of a youngTunisian man, Boaz-
izi, sp.rrk,rl.r lirt'wlrirlr is still lrrrrning,rnrl
wlritlr is rnorc appropri.rtely callt'd llre ,4r.rb
Spring.
I wislr t o d igress. I t lr ink it is.l pprol)ri.lt e lor r) re

to r r'l)('.r1, lr('rc,.r I)oinl whi( h I [ret;rrcrrtIy rnlke
irr llris tolurrrrr:l l)c lor rn, "Wcst", as ustrl in tlrr
rnedia, carries multiple meanings and conno-
t.rtions. It may mean a concretc l:r-opoli(ical cn-
rlqlwhose histoiy car-r be tracccl as l.rr b.rcl<.rs
we wislr. ll m,ty also n rt'.rn ,t r'rr/t rut', wlr ir lr lr.rr
a sirnilar hist6rical nttril)ut('. llrt'rr, tlrc llrrrr
"West" maymean ilrtlrrvr,t/r.srtt, wlri Ir, sirx c I lr'

Itt'r' t t'r rlrrr y, lr,rs I r tt't t.r 1 rit.ilt st, t tt 1 tru Iot t ti t t.t ttl ly
t,t1tit.tli.st. Sirrt t' l lrc lIr r r r "Wtsl" is so in r lx )r l.l r)t
ir) contcr))l)or,lry lxrlrtir,rl rlrsr rrssiorr,rrrtl is so
tttistttt,l|l slrr r I, trry.rr lvr, r' t', tlr,rl.r wr rlr'r I rt ( rlill
rruni(.rtor slrorrkl,rlw,ryscrr\ur (' tl),rl tll(' ( ontcxt
irr wlrirlr lrc or slrc ur;r's tlrt'lt'r rrr is r ltlrr irr tat lr
irrstarrct'. Il irr rlorrl rl ol yorrr owrr r l,rr ity, t'xlrl,rirr
evrrt il irt l).lr cnl l)('\i\
llacl( to t lle t r,l( l(. \or r rrr r rc wl rr) rr r,ry orrc tl.ry Ire
introrltttr'rI lrr Ilrr'w,rrlrl ,r\,rr "('\plrt" r,r r',lr
I ll()rity" or't At.tl t \1,1 11 1.1' l,r ('\( ntr'(l t lrl l, rll, rrvitrg
.ls C.ll,i('s 0l lltr' t, volrrli,rll,ily w,rv( : "l h'illr)
gtaPltir sll ttr llil.rl r.lu\('\;,iltlll( rt il,il r.ill \l,rlr'\;
('xlt('ntc Ix)v|rlv,,',ilv|ililil('nl (ilrilrIlirrn;
Irtrtrt,ttt r irilrls vi()l.rl rr,rr\; irrll.rt r, )rr: Llr'1rtUr r.rr y;

st'r'lati,tnisrtr; rrrrt'rrrlrloyrrrt'rrl". Ol llr(' llinc
r.rtrst's list t,rl. st,vt,r r r r r,ry I x' t l.rssilitrl.rs t',rsily trn-
rlr,rstrtrxl prrvrrlcrl yorr lrt,,rr irr rtrintl lh.l( "('x-
l), r l\" rrI llr, sl.rlr' rt.tt,tlly rlt,trv rltrlilt, liottr
Ir|lwr'r'rr ",Irl ll',r rl,il r,ilr". "t,'l.rlit,ll i,ilr",lud ",lU
((x r,rl r( " in or ( l('r lo I rr'.rlrlt' lo givc tlrc lessodious
l,rlrcls lo llr('ir no(oriolrs lricrrtls or notorious
Irr, rr,lr,,l Ilr,'rr 1rrrrr, r1r,rls. I,rrrrlrrrrrgrlgolrl fwo
(,1il\('\. "(l('nr(rUr.rtrlrrr slrttr IUt,tl {,tCt0ls" and
"st,tt.u i,tttirtrt" ji)r l,r lIl (')nlilrrIlls.

My problenr witlr scct.rrianisDr is that I don't
know - sincc I havt' not accessed the full article
where explanations rnay tre found - if the ternr
refers, in this con(cx(, (o the embattled or fallen
regimes, or the rtrling classes, or the masses and
theirorganisations, oq indeed, thefuabs as a race!
As for "demograplric structural factors", we can
guess the meaning, but the author simply has to
say more - to avoirl rnystification. But, unfoftu-
nately, I could not (ll\o obtain any elaboration
lrorn nry I rrtcrrrt,t s, rr rrce. WIrile st ifi trying to ob-
tain the full arrich, I am assuming that the author
of the listed causcs is aware that since we are dis-
crrssing a singlc sr r i.rI plrcnomcnon, ( he aspecl s

tlo ovct Iap, tlr.rt ir, ll,rw irrlo onr' rttrtl ltr'l: I lttw
cvec the main thing to which I want to draw at-
t(.nl ion ir) t Ile lisl ingJl)ovc is what I may call fatal
onrissiorrs. I J( lols onlill('d inclrrde r/cpcntlcncy
(th,rt is, tlre ",rlrrt'n((' ol n,ltiun,rl irrdcpcrtdt'ntt'):
economic systerr; and social incqrrality."
'l'he l.rst point can never bc ovcrstatcd: You will

r)ot ever) begin to trnclerstanrl the Arab Spring
wil Ix)ul cousi(leringand apprcciating,lrossly rx
1,l,rit.rtivc t'corrrlnic sy\l('t)l (,t \lnt( llnr', srrr irr
rr or ror r ric incrlu.il ity a ncl n.rtional rlcller r l,'r r, y ,r s

kcy causative factors. I am making this point
l'ro( to satisfi/ my "ideological [anry".The omit-
tt'd factors I have listed were actuallyvoiced in
thc "Arab Spring" and formed part of irs na-
rional plat [onns.l was on the lookout forthem;
antl Isawand heard them.Theywere notadded
lor completeness or as appenaages. Put differ-
cnt ly, these omifted factors, and demands aris-
ing fromthem,were integrated into each of the
rr,rtional pldtforms of the Arab Spring and put
lbr-w.rrd by definite and substantial politicdl
lcndcncies - the Revolutionary Le[, in parricu-
I,rr. I I rese terrdencies were present and very ac-
tivt.in each ofthe national lheatres oftheArab
SI,r iug. lJut"experts" would Iike to sanitise both
rlrr. llnrlcncies and their banners from the
"Arab Spring".
Froln "causes" we go to what the unnamed "ex-

pen" or "dutlrority" saw as tlre "goals" ofArab
Spring. Four were listed: Democr;cy, lrtrrn,rn
rights, free and fair elections, and regime
change. Our comment here flows from what
has been said on "causes". Absent from the list
of "goals" are national independence, disen-
gagement from neoliberal capitalism and cap
italist impcrialism, human rights of women
and, generally, lhe negation of the "causes"
listed earlier. The writer listed the following as
"charac{eristics" of Arab Spring:" Civil disobe-
dience, civil resistance, deflection, demonstra-
tions, online activism, protest camps, rebellion,
revolution, riots, self-immolations, strike ac-
tions, uprising, urban warfare.
I have two points to make on the issue of char-

acleristics. First, I don'l know why the writer
fails to be explicir on the question of armcd re-
bellion. In other words, although the writer
uses terms, which suggest armed rebellion, I
wonderwhy she or he does not say so explicit ly.
Tlre,u nringo[.r r chcllior r l,rises tltc st,rli.'s ,util
re-cle lir rcs or re-oltlcls t Irt' oIr jt't l ivcs. '[Wo: 'l lrc
writer lists uprising, rebellir.rn, ulban warl.rrc
and revolution separatt'ly. I hopc this suggests
that she or he bt lit'vt's t lr.rl t lrt rc is a clillcre nce
betwt'cn thc {ir st thr et'urrtl tlre l.rst:'r cvolution'-
'l'lrc arrt lror' ,rlso sr r rrrrrr,tr isetl wlrat he callcd

tl)(, "sl,rl l rs" or "0r rtt 0rrrtJ' ol tlte revolt in each
n,llion,rl tlr(',llr',r\,ll lllc tirne I obtained this
rrr,rlt'r i,rl lrorrr tlrc lntenret (March 24,2O12).
I I r is r,r r r r roI I x' ( ( )r ll ('r)( ious l)ecause we can see

and hear the situation in each "Arab Spring"
country. I therelbre have notlring against tlic
summarjes or "outcomes" given hy llrc wlit|r
provided it is always bome in mind that cach na-
tional "ourcome" is not the result ol d sttitiglrr
combat between the regime and a morrolillrir
"opposition", but the result of clashes of scvcr"l
socio-political forces including the reginrc, I lrt'
democratic forces, religious It-rrccs, lt'nrinist
groups, revolutionary Lefi and, ol course, inrpt.r i

alism. The opposition was, o[ course, ur)ire(l .rl
certdin levels, bur not a( all levels. I recall wlr,rt
Leon Trotsky advised in an "Arab Spring"-;i1. ,;,-
uation: "March separately, but strike togetl)el.
Agree on where to strike and when [o strike".
Furthermore, I would have used the expression

"balance of [orces," rdtlrer than "stafus'ror "out-
come", beiduse the siruarion in each narional thc.
atre is dpamic, still unfolding. Another writer
has noted the followingimportantpoinc In sonrc
llre,ltres, the "Spring" moved from the urbarr to
llrc rrrral areas; in others the movement wJs in
the opposite direction. In at leastone country t Ilr
movclilcnt was Iirrtt r .l l),r r liclr l.lI I ('gi()r r lr ) I lrr'
rest oIthe country
Suppose I am asked to ptrxlttct' trry owrr li:t r rl

causal factors, goals, characteristics anrl lesults.
whatwillI setaown? I shall [irst of all discard
these categories. I shall then suggesl rhe lollow-
ing areas ior a srudy of the Arab Spring: Defini-
tion, description, and rang,e; historical
antecedents (for example, the tctg "wave"); com-
mon or shared historical experience: immediate
causal factors; the role ol culture and religion,
particularly Islam; socio-political forces in the
-ombat; organisation and structure of revolt; role
oIthe state army;role oI tlre social media (SM);de-
mands and platforms; role of imperialism; bal-
ancc o[ fbrces - generally and in each national
t I rr.,rl r(,; lcssons.
lil I lrr'rr)r)( lu(linBsr'l',nl('nl oI llrcst'rrolt's, I slr,rll

rrral<t' gcrrcral comlnerlts urr tlr,.' arr'.rs listt'rl
above. tsut I end this segment with the followiil!
observation: In none of the national theatres ol
Arab Spring has the minimum democratic dc-
rn,rrrds been met in full. On the contrary to im
perialism or the "international communiry", tlrt'
minimum democratic demands have lonH bccrr
met in all the nationil the,rtres - excellt in Syr iJ.
. To be concluded.
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