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As the succession battle begins
By Edwin MadunagU

T Ilr b.rttle lbr Nigeria's
,lr lt irl on

All tlre
the

due to be va-

"movement" of thc

rr.rl iort".
It lrr,ry,tlro lx',rltlt'tl,lot t tltttlrlt'lt'ttt'ss, I lt.ll 1tt tr

vr,l,',1,rll "st,rl, lIrl'l, tr",trrr'1rl Ilt.tl Ilt, ;'t'''t
,1,'n(V hlll n,)l l,( v,l(ilttt ttttltl M,ty l') .lr)l''llr'l
.l( ( r't)t tlr.ll rr wrllbclilltrlI't',tll t'lt'r ltottlr r Ir'r r rlt

,lrrct'rrl lry ll)e \tJle inslltutioll l)l-e\( I il.)('(l lll lllL'
r ( )r l\l it r rl ron, I I le ar t il'ttics compl..rined abotlt I rv

t he rrrcsidcno can never he "pt emature" and c'ttl
lrtver be d "dislraction". I he itrug.qle ior powcr -
I sdv Dower - can Itever be "premarure"' and can

rrcveibea "distraclion". For,ill want tobe presi-
clent in 2015 and recognise that some of my 9p
r)onents or uotential dppolrents are, as ol today,
inuch stronser that t am why should I nol stdrl
l )r)w to nreD;re and organ ise'"resou rces", "logis-

trr\" ,lrid "ltr..,crurcs"7 And why should the in-
r rrnrbctt( nresident - who, even f hc is n()t
r r rr rr rirrI a[.titt, tlltl\l h,lvc n pttlt'rrt'd tattrlitlatt'

n()l \tdr I t0 tlt r'l ltrt' l0r his rrwtt sttt t t'ssirttt l
sr,. t I t,'ti'lut r,,ts inV lricltd wuuld sly, Iet lrobodv

pr,lt,'rrtl: l hestruggle hasstaned'and il is lctsiti-
irr.rt,'. As,lirg'trstcrl,ts l,tm, lsce it attrl ttcognise
rr. n ll I w,ln1 io tltt in this st'r'ie s is to l(x)l( at t hc I)o-
tr'r rt r,tl,tt t, l,tr I t t,tllyr'vr rlvtttg ltt)r' lU,\ill I lll\ \Il I lll.
llL' ltrr: Ir.trl<ttottlt,l lo it, attrl tllr' lr'llir'll'll
ll,1 11,.11 1 lrrlir iril,('(1,1'l( )lllic, \rx iJl arltl lristorit,rl)
ir r wl ri, t r'r t is I rr'ir rg cr tgagetl. lt ts r hese lactors t lt,rt

will shape the strirggle as lt develops ancl gathers

n)orIl('nl r.ln). I lrt' lr,tt lilir orrrtrl,ttttl t otllr'xl ot l'tr
tors incltttlc (l tt' krlkrwtl l1i t'lt'rl rt'ttl s: l{r1',iot t,tl t t tr I

Irilis.rrtrltt l)v llr, twr) l)trw('l Llrr( s ttl t,"tsttll'.lv
y;1111'111 1', rl, irri, \ Lv( l'll( \',1ll ( ( r ( rlll I r,l',lll(I Ii v
clttr,',tll, u,rl roll: lr'l t, rl istlt .ttl,l lll\lllSr'll( y, lll'l\\
Ittsettrr ilv {Dltvstr ,tl ,tttr I srx lo (1 r,l)(rllllt ): r ot I tllr
lir)rt.ln(l ll,i.ttll,'ss I)l illlltlv(' r,lIil.lll\l .lr r ttttlttl't
tt()ll: ulrt'rlrl)lr)vtll;'lll .lll(l tll)rl('l t'llllll(|vlllt'lll,
txlvrit tv. tttirct V,lll(l (l('\l).lil;,ll lt I I t,ttl t1 tvt'l ll'tttt t''
'I.rtlr irl tl)(\('('l('lll('l;l\ t.tlt lr IttlIltt'l lrt'rl't'tt
clowtt,tsl,tl.tswcwisltttt.tsl.ll.tsisttt'tt'ss,tly tlt'
ptttrlit rg, rlt wltt'l ltt't y, rtt,tl (' ('l r)',.1)lll rll, ('l llr'\v l'rl
V()lr,lt1' ('t)!,.lrlillg, itt lt ttr l 0 r,l l l l,l( t t r { t',r't lt t tl'tt t' l

o.ttltt ttl.tt j.rDpltr i.ttt,rtt,ltt,l,rtr.tly\l\.Iol lll\l lllt (,
ilr,'r.'1',,,,',.,1iti,,lrllt\.lll(,ll IIt,tl IItl lwr r 1r rwct. Irl' l s

.trt'ttiir,'rrtlv ('xt'( tllll11l ts,tl lr',tsl .tl IIttt'r'l''vt ls,

rr,Ilr( tv tUlll l(,rl. irrt, ll|t IIl,rl.llI' I t,I"'l' 4',r'.tl.'trrtl
wlr,rt I rri.ty lr'trl,lllvt'lv,,tll "l'.v, Itt'l"rltr 'tl" ..\itrtt.
l.r lv..rlt lr,,r rrlt r t l r,' /1,,/,, r 1 /.tt.tltl "tt lst lt li"l tt V".lllr l

Ilr, Ntr,'t Ii,'ll,t" trttttt.rtr,y" r,tlt lr lil('rll)t1l l{)
r,,,t lr, r.,r, I lr,'V,tt,, l,,ttc ltll t',.tr,lt I lv,,lt tttr'rl rtlt

nrrstlr,rtrs lr) lllr' N11',r'll,lll \l.ll(''lllll"(l'll
inllilr,l.tlt')ll lllt'V.ll('(llllt'lt'lll Ix,llllllIlrr'll lilAi(\
arrrl inthcil lirrrits(trl(ilIl.ltc lxrssilrrlitics). ..
Wr' rr r.rv I,,'ttll wli lr t lr,' l, rlli rwirril ;' rlit tL.tl lr,tcl<

crgtrrrtl: Itlr:2r)1 Al1(.t.ll t,ltr li,rrr,i.slur i.rlly Lhe

oresirlertti.rl conltisl, w,tr t It,trar lt't tstrl hy a lot ol
bittemess, violertr e, le,tr ol (li\il)l{-gr.ll ion. and ult-
cenairrrv. fhr'crisis was p,rnly illtcr-P.rrry dnd
narrlv rntra-oartu ll is I llc [,lllt'r lll.tt is relevant at

i f,is,j,-,int. li stane, I at,rr r i t tt ct n,rl st I t rggle wit lti n
the ruline PeoDlcs Den ro( r,rl ic I',1rry (l'DP)and had

to do witl r Itc"'zotting" oI elct t ive ufliccs. p'ltt ictt-

larlvthepresidcnry lltc tt,tlr.tlivc lrtre istlr,tt tlrc
l'Dl;couli nol JE ti o,l tllt'.tPI'lic,ltiott ol t ltcil zott-
in! nrillcioh'to lltc cottt rt'te sittl'tlion ol tllrcom
ul.tl'tt un'ii, l,'rrt i,tl lt'ttttti'. Oltc sirlc trr I ltt' tlislltltt
irrterpieted, te itttctlrleled,:rtd lurther re-inter-
nretrh the ori nt rt rle tlnt r I t hc lat t ion staned deny-
inp eve rt its'cxiste;cc. llvt'l ll t l,tlly lhis l.rn lon' which
Ir,iplr'n,'d lo ln )ss('\s,t tnt)t e t'n.ltiottll orrtlook"
.r", I w.rs b.r. k il bv sl,ll c I x )w('1, won tl re ittt r a Party
\l l r rl1[tt' al l(l | )l c\('t lte( I il lo ol I i( i,tl parry c.tl ltlttl,tt t'
t,rr tli.i or'.'siJerrt ial r acc. t ht' carrd iiht e wenl on I o

r orrl.t'st' ,tnrl won t he presirlenlial election. He wls
inst.rllccl, and later cohfirmed, in office.

Now, ,r sinrilar- in fact, an identical-dispute has
.il r\r.n..Ul(l human experience teaches us what
Ir r', rr rt'rrt lv tt.tLrpens wfien bad history repeats it-

', lt t Ire.l< oui Hceel, as modified by Marx His-
r(,r r.ln\ r'n.rv. in fut-ure. take the stanof this new
,r I it rtrrr ol tJtc "zoninq palave/' (as some itrttrnal-
rrt s r'.rlk'd il ) lo be I hF illegat ioir by one ol l'resi-
r h.nr l( )n.lth.rn's oDDonentsthat thecltit'l ol st,tte

w.rs tr vr tt lt-r "elorii,ate" his tenure, whiclr slrr rtrL I

,.r,,1 
'rr 

zrii',. I lis aitack on the presidcnl ,ln(l lIIs
l,rrl s,rhttr'ts irlrplied that the Iresident is irr his

Irr.rl llrrrr. Ilrt'prcsidcnryrespondedsomewhat
I r lii' I I r is: "Yot r lie, Mr. Critic; go back to the Niger-
r.r r r ( (,r r\t il t rl j{ )t I,rrtd t he pn-rrcrpl e ol i nd ivi sibil-
ttt t)l t)t('\itlt'ttli.t/ tcrnl'and You wrll see that
I'rt'srtll'nt lurl,llll,ln is in his liisr terrn,and this
lir sl trl rr will e Ild in 2015."

I Irt' l,tsl rctterll, etection, conducted in April
2r,lr. wrs clrrterttd bv the following political par-

tios. which mrv be ri'qarded as the leading par-
rr('s ir) ll)e touhtry' ihen and now: the Peoples

l)('ilrucralic PdrryiPDP), the Action Congress ol
Niecria (ACN), ihe Corrgress for Progressive
Ch"anse (CPC), the All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPi'). aird the All Progressive Grand Alliance
iAPCA). Mvte,rtativeassumptions hereare:one,
i lrat the IDP wi I I eo t h rough t he cu rrent "zoni ng
nalaver" and em"eree wrth a presidential candi
hate behind whorithe parry wrll again line up
"in lhe interest oI the naiion"; rwo, thdt ACN and
CPC will contest the presidential election either
sen.iratelv or in alhance:three, that AIIA may re-

odat its z"ott strJtcqv, that is, fielding no candi-
hate: iour, t hat out"side these l'ottr "t raditiolr,tl"
uarties. or t herr mulal itrns ttr colt tllitt,lt ir rlls, I ltc
bn lv ot her uower-st'eking p,rrtv t hJl will cmerBc
io ionr"tr, bt inleryenc ill, tlre'zotl elect iotr will
be a raciical'left' party or movement or alliance'
All these assrrmhtioits are predrcated on'otlter

rhinus beinu ertir,tl". lt is tIrt"'t'lcltrcltts" (h,rtk-
pr,rtiit.l arrJ coiltt'xt) Iislctl,llt,tv,' ,ts llt''y rl.'-
V,'1,,u that will dt'tcirtlint'wlt,'lltr'1,rrt rtot""tll
ot lrdr thrrttts" wtll hr' "tr1tr.tl". ItI /1i rt l.str rrt'tl li'
nort on El;cI it tt t -'oll.,l Iivi' I rtt I t cvtr'w wl tit Il't1>
irc.rred in ll)is (ulttlllll ilt M.ty.trrrl ltll)0 2(,11, I

ptrrpos.'tl t lt.tl, ,tl ,l ( t'l l.llt l lt'vr'1, I I tr'tltr I ir rn was

a'conrest'between the two power-blocs in the coun-
tn^ the Northem and South-westem power blocs.
fhose who did not see this contest or did not ac-

ceDtthe existence of the power blocs,will, perhaps,
sei: it now. Although'aciiviry'is the mode o[exis-
tence of political iategoriei (a political category
rhat is noi active is dead)a poliricaI category is seen

more clearlv the more s6ribus the crisis in which it
is a "stakehirlder" becomes. Each oI the country's
two oower blocs is now engaged in 'regionalist mo
bilisit ion'of "its" people in response to.the ctr.rrent
crisis inthe countrv.You can see this moblllsaoon ln
two areas, among 6thers: in the high-powered con-
lerences and meEtines that are being organised in
rhe two sesments olthe counrry; ahd in the sys-

tematic an'il vtgorous ideological promotion, in
some of our national newspapers, ol the regional
mobilisarion that is Soing on.
ln mvProvisional re-port,l tried to describe the wvo
nowdr blocs (olease.'refer to it)' I may now update
ihat descripri6n.The birterest enemies of President
Goodluck'lonathan are to be found in the tlvo
oower blocs. The language their spokespersons de'

blov not only againit tlie president's regime bul
its<j asainst the'Derson o[ t he president is t he most
"irrevErent". But. ironically,-the .lonathan preii-
dencv stands on the balance 

-oIthe 
tlvo powerblocs'

on tde other hand, the most militanl supporters ol
the Dresident are to be found in the Soutlr-sourh
seoioltical zone in which there is no powcr bloc.
Xsaln. ironicallv: This absence of power blocs itt
tirne'oans of thc country m,ry (sornc wotrld say,

"asain\') save tlre country'i ttniry ilt tlrc sllot t nttt
uui, uh irnately, il is t Ilc t'lttt'rtr:irt c ttl,t I cvoltrl irttt
aryint-rvcnrent tll,ll (Jtls.lvcll)('cotttttty il it isllot
too [ate.
t,rst one observation to cnd this segment: Nigeria's
mlins classes claim the nation asiheirs, and e'lch
6J1hq"1\i,,9 power blocs claims t he region where it is
locat L'r I . rs it s. l'lrey all bclicve their claims: they are

sole,ll rl lret tl ic owners! They do not see, or preler to
iurrore. lhe continuous inira-class and intcr<lass
tZntradittions and counter-claims in which they
are embedded and which, in fact, define their very
existence,
. Tobe continued.
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fu the economic system, suCCession
battle begins (z)
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tuthe succession battle begins (3 )
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By Edwin Madunagu
f1.lEcentral proposition 0l tlris sr.r ir'r rr llr.rt
INigeria's 2015 gcr)(.r,tl elr.t lirrrr wrll 1,,.

shaped_ in a decisivri rrr.rrlrt,r Iry,r srrr.rll rrr rrr r

ber o[ factOrs, lnt Iutlirrg: tlrt' t ur r r.r rt r,1ir,,r r

alist mobiliz.rtirrn bV tlrt'tw0 lxrw,'r lrl,rr r rrr
I he cou ntry; argun)et ll \ ov(.r r|vr'r ll t(. .lll( 

'r 
.l

lion and resource cor)lrol; ilrrrrr11,,rr \ .rrrrl
"militancy": corruption arrrl Pr rrrrrtrv,' r.rIr
talist accumulationi dete, i,,j.rtrrr,i llrrlirn
condition in the land: ('ul(l "lr.l(l l,i)vr'nr
ment". ll you argue thal evt.ry r.l, r tt,rn,rrr
planet [an h arrd in rc..r l Iilt' ir s[r,rp,.r l, r , rn,lr
tionedand ultimdtelyd(.terrrlin(.il I'v Ilr,, (,/r
vironmenl in which'it is ht:l,l .rrr,l tlr,rl Lrnr
therefore not sayng any Irirrg I )r'w r rt i I l)l )('r
tant, I will.immediatelyagn,t. witlr y,rrr, lrrrr
then plead thdt I am adv.rncing nry I)r,)t,r'\r
tion because the 2ot5 "sr.rkr,lr,'lrl,'i." Ir.rvt.
staned to behave as if lh('V rr\. (,1 r,.r,rt r t)1, il t,r
vacuous, stati( or n,,rr.[i,r1,., ti,.rl r.rrvirrrrr
ment.

[...tst 'l lttrr srl,ry, irr l lrc sr,r orrr l s(,j,,nl(.n1, I r (.

tltr|t,rl lll.,trtittnlInl ()v(.r r Iv|rrrrr.,tll0r,rl rolt
,rrrrl r t.sorl r r. t ontl ol trt lrrrr. ilrrr.sl iorts. I lrt.
Irr:I Iorrr (|II(.\I Ir)I)\ rr.I.rIr. Io IIrt. rIrsIr iIrrrItrItt
ol t ltr' t ourtl r y's n.t l t t t n.t l / (.r1.,1,r, lrcl wi.t'n
the lh1(t'tier s ol g0vt.r r r rrrt,rrl ( lor ,r l, sl,rl i.,rrrrl
lcderal); the clistrrblltiot) ol tlrc lr,tt liorr,rllo
cated tothestates-therc are l(i ol tlrrnt bc-
tween them; the distribution of thc li-action
allocated to the 774 local govcrnntenls hc.
rween them;and finallv, how r he lederal sov-
ernment disrributes froiects across thisix
geopolitical zones of the country with ils own
share of the national total.
I ended the segment with rhe fifth and last

question which I forrnulated as follows: "The
present econolnic system, whose partial "at-
tributes" we had t',rrlir,r listcd.'ccrreratts
povertyand intpover i\dtion dnd allocates irr-
comes betwecn social cl.rsscs and groups -
across the nation - in such a way thalthe gap
hofween the rich .lt)(l tlr(' po,ir is progi.'i-
sivt'ly wirleuetl. I lr,, /i/r/rtlrri.sti,)r) is: Sllr;uld
Iltisll,tttrrtl,tl \ysl('nr wlli( h irrolr(intr,rllVrr'
( l r l()r r ('(l lry g, rv,'r il I I tInl l)( rli( i(.\,trttl Urac
l i( r'\ -ti'nl,ril t,l\ il is, rr1 5111 n 11,; it ll(. 11yu1111;,'.1
rrr r.rrlrt.rllv r lr,rrrqr.rl.) llrrs liltlr rlu(,\ll,r) is
lllr.,/)r)/)trl.r/ r)r (/.ti\ (/u('.irir,l,. I rir l,rt.k ol a
r lrur'(' Jpf t ol)r'idlr n.tiltc wr. llt,ly (l(.\igil,ll (.
tlrc Ilrst [()ur qtras(ir)t)s,rs lr,rtlrirr.r/ r]r,rrrrr
cratic questioni'. I lnust hJsten to sly, anrl

llr('n ( ntl)ll.t\t\(., llt,tl ()ltr lllllr rlrrt.rtton rlor.s
ilrrl r'lilIilt.tlr,. ot,lt.l,l,r,,.. ilt \l|lr(.t\(.(l{, tltr,
,il',1 l,'ilt ,1u,.\tt,ril\ ti tr,rri l. rrrrlt tlr,.rrr. P,,r
lr.rps.rl I lrc lrr',rrl".
All l lrr. lrvc rlrrr,sl tol\.u (. inll)ot l,ll)l lor lltt r.r.

rr',r,,r,[,,,.tt l('.t\t. lrr llr,.lrr\t l,l.t, r.. lltr'V.rr,.
l,r,ul t, l t,,.u t\r' ln.utv tyln' r'l l(.(l'.t.tl t, )n.utrl lt
.rny lyl)('ol sor r.rl {)l1,,.tnr1,tlir)t) .rrrrl polilir,rl
r'( {lt( rnlv, rrr I lr,. sr., otrrl I'l.tr r', t lrr. w,ry I lrr. rlr,
I).tlr")vr't Iltr'lll\l lr1tr r1ir,.str,rrrr 1s lrltrrq prtt
\ur'rl l,V r.\l.tl)lr\lutr'.nl lrol11lq 1,1g,r,rrr,l llt,,tl
trlr', rl, rt,tt,'s (.ln lll,.r,tlly \,.t I llr' n,ll t( rn,tl)1,1,/r.
or r k'r,r il ll1(.-tOl! 1l('t)rr.ll t'k.t I iorrs; irr t ltt.t hitl
Il.rr r.,,rr llrrrt rrrr.rrt s rrr lltr. r.\t\t intl |lt tnr jl)1,,\,
I ltlr'\.ilt( I l, r1 111111,'r lilt "tr.\( Iil ( (. r rrill I (,1".U)(l
"t, v('t)l t(.,lll, )( ,tl ti )t t ', ( (,t tl)1,.( I wtt lr sr rlrsl,utl i.tl
I t\llrr ll',n Itr I lrr' 1,.V,,1,'l (' )t | ill'liilil,tn(t Ili\l.t
lr rl v.r||ttr)|rr,llI. )tl\.tn, I I ()nt tnu,It\ .tri(l \lt\
l.ttt)r'rl lttr'ssilr,. 1ril111 111,. It,t\\r.\,ln(l llt(.it
or g.r)ir.tl i{)ns (,rrr rt'sull irr sornt' r1r r,rnl ili.rltlL,,
t lrorrrllr rr rrsl,rlrk',,r rrrt.li0r.rt iorr ril t lrt' Ir.tr.slt
nr.r(r'ri,rl r ortrlitiorrs irr wlrit lr tlrt. Nigt'r.i.tn
n).rss('\ n()w livr,. llrt' ir lt,rlrrr ilrlt. rrtirrintrrrn
r (ilt(ltttr,n lr)t Ilil\,ililr.11',t,llir,nrlr.\r.tvcS Ir,t)(,
I rl rr): r t,tttttilhtU\ .trt,/ rI/.f.t,t,r/ /rtr'rrt'ttr.
/1,,tt t/rr' rl,.trrr' \,t r tt I ( I il, I t t it,t:,t t I t \,tt tt tt t\.
Wlr,rl I Iroprrsr. (()lt( tt'lr.lV ilt lr.l.rtt0n l(, f(,V.

r'ilr l('.tllr,r ,tl ti,il,illrl r,.\, )r llt (.( ( rnt | {)l is.t fattt-
,,rl rrrovt.rn,.trt lrrrtn llrr. ilti'\('t)t 0olitical
('r.{)r){,ntV rrr_l.rvotrr,rl tlr,, rir.rsser ol'NigCria
wlrrr rtot only rorrstitrrtr'tltr'rrr.riorifV oT the
NigL.l i,rr r poprrl,r I ioI r, lrr rt ,l( lu.tlly l)l oduCe t he
wc,rlt lr r rl llrt' r).t lron .t r)( I lit,'r ,rllv ia rrv the na.
tion ()n tll('it \lr()ul(l(,rs. such a iadicil move-
mcnt - (.r)tJilirrg massive redeployment of
rosorrrc('\ will r:,tLlic,tlly r,.",slorit the first
tour qur,\ti()r)\. I lterr in relation to "resource
control", I propose that a diiferentiation be
made tretween "control" and "ownership".
I Il(. t rJ \( )l ) i\ I h.t I ,l\ \o( )t I ds you inter pr-ef ,,ccirr-

( rol".l\'o.wncrslril)", you drc no Iongir consicl-
er irrg f r'dur,rtiorr, lrrit conlt.deratidn or even
(l isinl r.gt.il ior t. | .ln'l | )r )t bV anV medns arsuinp
here ag.r i rrst con I,'dcra( iin oi d i si n r ecrit ionl
I,rrn only insisring rlr.rt yorr apprehend-the im.
plic.rtions ol your advocacy.
H,rving s,rirl tlris, n ry readi iq of the current tle-

hlt,. is lh.rt tlrcrt' iirrowa near.rr,rtion.rl con-
Stn\u\ ,lrnr)nll Iltr' "rtakt,lroltlr.rs" lhdl tllC
slr.rlt'ol tlrr, h'dL.r.rl A()vcrnn)enl in tlre feder
ally t ollcctctl rcvr'ntres rhr rultl hc retltrced antl
th()\c oI slate Hovcrnn)ents (collt'ct ively) arrd
loral governmerrrs (collccrively) slrotilb irr
crease corrcspondingly. [t is safe to assLtn)r.

llr,rt lll("'st.rl<cholders' havc workccl out tltr.
rrr rr r r,r li.rtr' irnplications ol llris gL'ncr,rl,rght
ntr.trr \lt( lt as I he review of "lr[isl,rt ivc Irst s".
Although the federal governinent is more

r (.1 r, ('nt on the question o[ reducing its rev-
r'r'lu(' share, we know that the government
(locs not stand in the air. It is reSting on the
social forces that reached the near{onsensus
nrentioned above. No such agreement has
Irowever, bcen reached on the need to retain,
or alter, the_present formula for distributing
lhc \t.ttes'shdre among the lo states and thE
Ioc,rl governments'shaie among the 77+ Iocal
councils. Butthe Northern Governors' Forum
.rncl the Northern power bloc h.rve taken
\t r ur ltl posit ions on fhe need lor "more equi-
r,rbk"' Iormula. It is notacoincidencctll.ltihe
sociopolitical forces - or the "extrtmists"
within them - that are now in combat over
I lrr' L rt a ( iorr of t he pres itlency a fter May, 2015,
.rrr, ,ll\o llrc ones now threjlening td go to
w.rr ovcr "revenue allocation" and-'resolurce
corrtrol".

liltlio I lardnt insurgency: From "revenue al-
L rr ,rtion" and "resource Lorrt rol" we move ro
tlrc Enko Haranr insurgency as factor that
could derail Elect ion 2oi5". Oll Mondav April
q, 20t2, ( he li rst anniversary o[ t he stan ol'the
2ull gL'neral elections, Johnnie Carson, thc
American Assistant Secretary of State lbr
African Affairs, delivered a lecture, Nigeria,
One Year After Elections, at the Centie for
Strategic and International Studies, Wash-
inglon, DC. The let rure was at rerrded bv hir,h-
ranking olficials of the Nigerian Embissrias
well as pronrinenr Americ;n-based Niqeiian
academics. ll enloyed wide publiciry Jnd at-
Lrdcted animdted iornmentaries inhmerica
and in Nigeria. There were also heated - and,
irr plates, abtrsive - arguments on tllc merit
of the lccture.
My.inlpression after reading the full text o[

the lecture was thdl if it wai delivered bv a
Nigerian in Nigeri.r it would nol be regarded
as a "greal speech" as Anrericans would sav
aithough it would bc r.rteti lrrilli.rnt. Al.
though.l fbund Carson's.lccturc n.rusr.rt ingly
Pj I t o.n i.i tt.4, I ( r )n\i(l(,t lil\ Lr.V l)t r )l), )\il i0n\
signiIicant L.nougll to lre isoht't'tl .irrtl r.ont
nrr'ntt'ri uport.
JUhnili(, (,lr \r )n'\ | ltr.\(,\.tnrl \t,tl r\l tr \ r,il ll)(

s0ciot'r0n0rrrit \ilu,rti()n irr Nigcri.r attd, in
lril I r' il1,U, Nilt I llr.r n Nrr,,.r r,r, irrr lrrttr the lol-
1,,',y1;,,, ", tvtr l)l \t,t I rr l.u r I\ (rr r Nigcri,t)are the

sanrc t oday as they were in 1970s and nearlv lo0
rnillion Nigeriani live on less than one dollara
day"; "Nigerians are hungry for progress and
rmprovernenr in their lives, but northern Nise-
rians feel rhis need most acutelv": "Life in NiEe.
ria for many is t ough, but acrosi the North, iife
is grim"; "A U.N study shows rhat poverty in rhe
12 most norlhern states is nearly twice-that of
the rest of the country"; 'The stjt jstics are dis
turbing, but they are not the whole storv.
!]oye{ry in northern Nigeria is increasing";
"While 9t per cent Nigeriais across the couniry
considered the April 2oI elections to be [airand
transparent, most people in the far nonh
backed opposirion'can'didates rhar did nor
win".
On the Boko Hardrn insurgencv. Carson said:

"Today, Boko Haranl is not rilonoiithic, homog
enous organisation controlled by a single
charismatrc figure. Boko Haram js-several"or
ganisations, a larger orqanisation focused ori-
marily on discredi-ring the Nigerian
government, and a smaller danqerous Erouo.
increasi ngly sophisticated and i ncrea"si nslv
lethal. This group has developed linl<s wirh
AQIM and has a broader, anri-\,iesrern iihadisr
agenda...". Carson believes that " Bo ko' H a ra nt
capitalises on popular frustrations with the n.l
tion's leaders, poor governmen( service deliv
ery and the dismal living conditions of marrv
noftherners". And rhenlhis: "AIthough Br;/.ir
Haram is reviled throughout Nigeria, aid offcrs
no prdctical solurions [o northern problems, a
growing minority of certain ethnii grorrps re.
gard them favouribly"
On how [o respondio lhe insurqencv, Carson

said: "To lxthe Boko Haranr pro5lem, the gov-
ernment will have to develop'a new social c"om-
pact wirh its northern citizcns. lt will have to
develop an economic recoverv stratesv that
complemenrs its sccurily slratryy. It wi"ll have
to draw on the support of non hFin governors,
tradiliondl Harrsa and Fulani leaderiand local
officials and organizations. The Niserian sov-
ern menl shou ltl con sider creati ng a-[4 inist[/ of
Northrl r I Alla irs or a developmen-i commiss-ion
sirnilJr to what ir did in reiDonse to the Niser
I)e lt.r crisis". He was convinced that "bydem6n-
strating the benefits a pluralistic socieN has to
offer, the government can deny Boko"Haram
and other extremists the ability to exploit eth-
nic.and religious differences". My cdmmenrs
will follow in the nexl segment.
. To be continued.

't

I
IL

i
.i

6

7

'u



I
a

THE GUARDIAN, Thursday, M ay 17, ;.( /'
t P.l' , . '. ';f .'i .': i1 , r , .167

I

)i

ir,$tii[$rr6]ii;ii(;t+r+).:j]1]g,ttrI+.t silii,sBi**;E r$:ill'iri.i[i.i' , , ;

tu the successionbattle begins (+)
By Edwin Madunagu
rrflE third seoment of this scrics t'rrtl,r I wttlr .r

Ifrirlylongiu-maryof what Itrtrtsirl, r tIt.
most eisentful "findings" and "propttsiliotts" itt
Johnnie Carson's lecture, Nrglrr.r, t ) t n' v'. t t . r I t r' r

e/cccbnS delivered on Monday, Alrt il 'r, zt tl.l, rrr

Washington,to marktie fi rstannivcl s.tr y ol t ltr'
beginnihg of the 2oil general electiort irt Ni11'
ria. Carson is the American Assisl ill ll s(l I ('l,l I y
of State for Altican Affairs and he slxrkc at t I rt'
American CentreforStrategic antl ltrl('I Il,ll i( )rr.rl

Studies. The summary I madc nt,ry lrt'rlivitltrl
into four parts, namely: statistics .t rtt I t ttt tt I t t

sions on the socioeconomic si( tlJ( iott itt Ni11'r ir
generallyand in Nonherlt Nrgcr i,r itl Iril l l( I ll.ll ;

essential character of llx]/io ll,tt'ttrt: ltow l,' tr'
spond to Boko / Ltntltt lr .tr t t t,r I trrst lt 11r't t, v..tt t, I

g('rr('r.ll I)()lil i(.ll Jsst's\n Ir rl.
\ix ft rr ()rr()lrr( silll,i/i.trr: lol Ilrtti(' ( .lt \( )t I \.li( I

I lr, rl livirri \1.I r( 1.[ ( ls it t Nilgcr l,t ,t t (' l ( r l.ry wlr,rl
lll('y w('l(',1,, yl'.il \.rl',o, r) lr)/o;.lr)(l llt,ll, l(xLly,
"n('.rrly l{)o tilillrou Ni11t'li,ttts (ottl ol ,lrl Irlt
rrr.rtctl t(,ttrrr) livc on lt'ss ( lt,ttt ottt' r loll.tr .t tl.ty".
Itnlllicit itt tlrrrcrlnrl)()un( I sl,ll('rlx'rrl r\,lrl irlv()
cation ofa lot ol reiearclt r('srtll\, \l,rli\li( \,lrrl
mathematics. lf vou are arrested by tlris and
allow vourself tobe orovoked in on(1 dir('( ti( )n
or the ot-her, vou mav lose the general ideas Lar'
son intended to convey or enilorse. So, srick to

r ilir sl,rl islir s,.rrul tlrc l,tt I tll,ll llr(' sl.rl('rtt('Ill iI)
( lu('sl r( )n w.r! u l.u k', ,tr rt l sl.tl isl it s pt ovir ltrl, lty a
lirrcil,,rrcr no{ ilrtt .r Iorctlltt't, Itttl .r scttiot olli
t i.rl ol Arrrt'rir.t's 5l.rl(' l)('l).lrtrIl('nl atttl att att
I lr rr it,rl ivc rt'glrt'scrrl,ttivt'.ttxl s;xtl<t'spt't stltt tll
t lrc wor l I's orrly sul )('r lx)w('r ort Alt ic,rrt Allairs.
I ('l nl(' s,ry,lt ortr t' ( lt,rl, itt,tr klil rolr lo lx'itlrl.rn-

11,.rrrl lry ( .ll\(,n'\ I,.llr')nilir),, l.rn1,,tt.t1ir', I w,ts
lr.rlll,r I I ry lrts sl.tl t\l tr \. Ilrll ltis t, l,rts t.lttttrrl lr.tl
lk',rrryorrc wlro rrrrrlt'rst,rrrrls tlr.t( .t (.tl)it.tlist
t\ | [tot)ly. l).lt lt( ul.rr lv,lt) lllrlr'lrl|vr'lolrrll olr('.
Ir r,t 1'.1, rl r.tl rlllrn(' ()l tt,r,ltl rt.tltsttt, ts, lt.tt,tr lt't-
izrrl lry rilrr'urrt,rrrrl llrrrltrt,ltlt'vt'lolltttt'ltl. llttl,
(lrerr, lrow cx,tctly rlirl ( ,rtsott ()l)l.tir) l)is sl,l{is-
I tr \.' ll l.ril\wr'r illy r)wn (lu|sl tr)r!.rttr I s,ty "lt rrttt
IIrl l lN".r\ Ill( nl.rrr lrrrrrscll r l.tittt,rI ur r('\lx\ I ()l

solrri'ol lris lillrrrcs nrysilrt,tliott will r)()( ir))l)rovc
lrr I lN's ligrrrt's orr "rrrrtlertk'vt'lo1rctl" n.tlions,

.r rr< I I lrt' .rr Iogrt ior r oI I lrt'st' li1,,u r t's ilt Nigt:t-it, also
lr,rlllt' rrrt', Ni1,,t'r rr's ptrlrlit irrst itul iotts alrtl ltttrt-
tion.u ie s lrkt' tn,rrry Nigt'r i,uts 1,,t'ttt'tllly tlon't
Ir,rvt' rt'11rrl lor ligrrrts.'llrt'y jrrst tluttw thcm
.rr,rrurrl. lul,ry yorr rr'.rrl llr.tt lltt'lxrvtrly liltc is
r rr tI nr n''r i(,ln ( l(,ll.rr yx r r l.ry. I lrt' tl'xl tttonth you
r t..r, I t Ir.rt rs it orrt'rl,rll,tt ,rrrrI.r Ir.rll; t lrerr rwodol-
Lrrs. Alr cstirrr,rtr rn.ly l)c 95X toil.ry and 7o% to
n)or row- 'l lrc next (l.ry it is 99% and then 60%.
(.onlrovcrsi,rl statistics arc r(:ftrtctl with equally
corltrovcrsial statistics.

Lilc lor m.rny Nill,cridns is very harsh, and
harsht'r st ill lurthose o[ t]rem in the North, says

Iohnnie Cdrson. Many Nigerians would agree
with the first segment o[ this slatement. But
there are disagreements - sometimes, bitter dis
agrecnl('nl\ on tlte sccond seg,meDt. Carson
provitlt'tl sl.lti\li(s quoling sonte sourtes. Scv
ir',rl 1rr rplc lr, rvc rcslr rr rdctl, also wil h surisl ics,
I lr.rt lile ir r ot I rt,r r t'gions orareas in Nigeria are as
har sh as, i[ not lrar sl rrr t ltan, in Nonhern Nige
r i.r. I lrt,rt, rn',rrrgry tlebates on who and who are
rr'sp, rr rriblc lor the "lr,rr slr t ond it iuns" In Nigeria
.rnt) "lr.rrslrcr Lor)(lili()ns" irr the Nonh. Put dif-
Ier ently: there is a gcneral agreement, strength-
t,rrrrl hy tlaily rt'velalirlns, that Nigerians in
In)\ili(,ns ol p6wer in the political economy, in
Irrrsirrt ss, irr thr bur eatrc r ary and in Sovernmcnt

Ir.rvt'bcen responsible for thc harshness of lil-e
in Nigcria; bui thcre is no agreemcnt on the
g,'opolitical disu-iburion of the thir'ves and

rougeg noron the bases for calculating the rela-
rive in(ensity of the resulting poverty across

strange in a situation where a moVement in
Nigeria, or elsewhere, is rnore favourably rc
gaided in one part ofthe counrnt Social contr,r-
dicrions don't develop evenly,-and henct', .t

nrDrure in a set of social contradictions - evt'n
w6en the lafter are national in chlracler may
not occurnationally. Myproposition ls that what
we are seeing is nof a ruprure in a simple contra-
dil.tion but a ruDrure in a tissue ot contr.tcoons.
Many Nigerian's are angry with lohnnie Carson

not for highlighting poverty in Nigeria and par-
ticuladv ii Northem'Nigeria, but [or linking the
Boko iaram insurgen{, with poverty and im-
poverization (the process that generates, per-

feruates and inteirsifies poverry). one of the
obiections - from Akinola Muiz, writing hom
Italy - reads in part: "with the dearth oI infia-
su-ucnrral dev.'lopment, 9o per cent of Nigerians
are permanent tenants of crippling poverty l1 is
very gtaring in all the six geopolirical zones.
Armed deviants do carryoutrobbery operarions
in bank, srreets, mirket places, churcltes,
mosques and other choice.urgets, that can ht'
linked to Dovem/ as a result ol socloecon{)It)i(
alienation oroth6r societal faoors. But bomlrir r1q

innocent cirizens while praying in churcllcr rtr

in theirhomes should neverbe linked (o;xrv,'t lv
bV anv rational mind". ( Ihe Guardralr, lt'ltcr 1, ,

tfre+ditor, April lo, 2o.2). This is a souttr I olr;,r
tion.

In response to this obiection, hrtwt'vt'1, rtrltt,'
people'mayargue tllat the pov('lly irt t lr Nor t lr
is deeper than the ndl ion,ll .lvt'l,l8r'.ttt, l, l r, t r,,',
thal r6sponses to il ttrultl l x' ttv rt, rlt.nl ir - \r,t ttr'
others rirayargtre th.tt povcrly is,r l.l( I ( )r, I )r r( I r( )l

the only factot, irr I I tc ttt tt't g,'l r,,, rl lh'kt t I l,tt.t t t t

Yel, sotitc ol lrtr s Ilt.ty.ltNl tr' I I Lll rl(,1( ) / /.lr.lIlt r\
not a drTn t r cs1 I rr r\e l() lx)v('l ly l)ul I lul it (:,/,i
talrct or f,'c,li, orr "prtltttl.tt Itttslt,lliot)\" ('lt
gcr tr L'nr l l ry l x rvlr ty. ll It rly also l rc.rl gtttrl t lr.rt
r'lrllt'r t r rt 1x'oplc I ;1.1y 11',1, 1 ltl tltc s.ttltr' 1tt ov, x.t
tion dillti-enily. NoW interrogate each ol thest'
hypothctical r6sponses against what is already
coirlirnred about the insurgenry and see if yotr
will agreewith me thatwearedealing with a rtr[]
t ur e in a rissue o[ conrradictions, not in a simpl('
contradiction. That tissue produces a unique-
ness.
. To be concluded nextThursday,

and the of indicted
thieves since 2oo7, and see ifyour

the ideas of
tion:

current arguments orposirions require a review
Essential charaaer of Boko Haram: Accord ing

to lohnnie Carson, Boko Haram is, today, not a
mrinolithic organization controlled byi single
charismatic figure, but 'several organiza-
tions". He believes there is a larger Boko Haram
organization which is "focused primarily on dis-
crediring the Nigerian government" and a
"smaller, dangerotis group which is increasingly
suphisticatedar rd incleasingly let hal". This laner
tltiko I Itrant group, .rccordirrg ttl t arsott, "capi
talises on popularfrustrations with the nation's
leaders, pooi government service delivery and
tre dismal living condirions of many Nonhem-
ers". Carson also suggested that "although Boko
Harant is reviled thiouglrout Nigeria, antl otlcrs
no pracl ical solul ions [o Nortttern pt rrblems, a
growingminoiry of cenain elhni( gtoups re-
gard them favourably".
To those wlro may bedistttllrr l,l, rrotl('I rlls( )l | ()l'

lhe olh('( by Caison's sttllg('\liott llt,rl .t sttt.tll
deadly bnrnilr rtl lil,kt I I'tt,rrttis"l,tvottt.rbly" r+
qlrdetl lry a "gtrwtt rg tt rir tor ily ol rcn.lill ct hnic
lrorrps", lt't irr,' s,ry llr,rl llr('l' will be nothing
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By Edwin Madunagu

f N r lris concludingsegment,we shall round off
lrru discussion on ihe Boko Haram insur'
t'( rlLv. resDond to Prof. Wole Soyinka's recent
ii' ,,'rirsititin. and then conclude the series. On
l',,w to respond totheBoko Haram insurgenry
l, ,lrrrnie Cirson,whom we have been discussing
irr tlre last rwo segments, said:'To fix the Boko
Ilaram oroblem.lhe qovemment will have to
( I'velopa new social c6mpao with its norl het n
r ir izeni. lt will have to develop an economic re-

covery strategy tlat complements its secunty
srrate'gv. Il will have to draw on the support ol
northFin govemors, rradition.rl Hattsa atttl Irtt

l,rni leade"rs and local olfici.tls and org,lttis.l
liorrs- Ihc Nigt'ri,rn govtllttltcnl sltorlltl
r otrsrr lr't r Ir',tlitt11,t Mitttsl IyoI Not I ltt t It All.ttts
Ut .t ( lIvr'h,l,tllIlll r iltttlt tirsiotl \llllll.tl l0 wll.ll
rt,lr, I rrr r, siu,lrs,' lrr ll1,' 51',r'' I )r'tl.t r t tstr."
( .tr\rril \ l,lr'\r llltli'ttl ts.tltollt,'t .ll,l)lo\ltll,ll('

st.rtltrt, tti ol wlt,rt I lll.ly t.lll t irtttl't, lttltsttr'
\l r.rlerv M('l,lt)llorit JllV, I llis stl,tl|gy t t t,ry I r'
r xrr liliiitlris: "l)iain offtht'water in w-lii, h lloku
il,rr.rm and orher extremists currentJy swint
,r nd their capaciry to do evil, or even to exist. will
witherawali"Adipting our metaphor, draining
t he Boko Hiram i.,vatels, according to this ver-
sion of the Comprehensive Strategv, translates
to four main afiibns, namely: deveTopinga new
social compact with Nofthein Nigerians (wh ich
necessarilv includes dialozue with Nonhern
Niseriansl: enlistins the s[pDort of Nonhern
potrrnors.' traditioi'al Hauia a nd l'ula ni lead-
ers. as well as local ofticials and organisations;
tomplementing armed response wilh ecG
,'',,niic rerpon#; and creatihg a Minislry ol
Nonhcrn 'r\ffairs or Nonhern Development
(i)nrmission.

A rrrrmher of orovtsional observations .rnd
( ( )n )n lcllts: One, on t lrc lace of it, t l re st r at egy is

ln.r' ',t)livc .trrrl bright: lhe clemcl)ls .!rts hu-
irr,rrrrit i, - Iwu, lllcr(: is no r'h'tnr'ttl ol tltis stt'.tt

rgy, or its various possible combinations, that
lr.rs trot bt't'tt ollert'tl by NiSelians in Nigctia.
I Ir,' rlrlk'rence ttt (llisl).fi icular instJllcc is tllal
all t lrt'elcments ol the str,ltegy havc been pack
aurd in a short lecture. The third colnment is a

oirestion: Who. what and where exactly are the
tioko Haramand otier"cxrremists" in tltis strltl'

elry? I ,tsk t lris sit r rDlt't 1t tt'sl iot t lr r ,ll ls(' I ll(' sl I.ll
e6)t',rlls l,,t,t "tt.'w s,i t.tl,,ttttlrt, t witlr N,tIlr
ei ii t rt iz.'rrr" .tttrl I I tt tttolrilis.ll t.tt t tl t)ttl I ltr't ll
povt'r tror s. I t.tr lil tr ttt.tl I I,trls.t.tttr I I ttl.tlti IrlL't s

.it w,'ll,rs'il,r',rl olltt i,tts.ttttl olg,tttiz.tlirttts" ilt
Iact all thc vil ilt' stx i.rl lirt t cs ilt l ltc Non lt. So,

who antl wlrctt .tte thc tirho ll.tl.rrtl atrrl tltt'
other"t'xtt t'ntis(s"? Arc tllcy sl)il itsl AIc they.rll
otrtsitlct s?

I ltt'sr ttttesl ioItr.lll' llt )l I ll('lr )l i(,ll,st'vt't,tl t otl
trilrutois lo tltir ttistttssiott l,tlk ol .ts Iirk't
llararn antl otll('t "('xtt(lnlisls" Il,tvc lto ltttttt.ttl
cmlxrtlitncttts. ( 

"tt-sort atltlctl (o o(lr ( ollltlsioll
wht'n, irt ltis wcll-rt'llol ltrl lt't(ttl.c, he
s;ri<l: "'l hcrc atc .ttstl sotrit' wlto s.ty (ll.lt l]()l(()
I l,tt.tnt is t olttpt tstrl tttr tsl lyoI tlott Nigt't i,ttt I rt

ci(ttt'r s,,ttttl lft,tl tltr' 1',ti rtt; r ts Irittg lrltrltrl lry,l
Ir.rrrllrtl ol t,'sllll{tll lxrlittr i.tttr tttttriltg
tlrcrr wrrttttrls lt oltl I ltr l,tri,'h't lt,ttt. Iltls wotrlrl
I tr (l('('r,lv unl,,t I lttt.tlI tl t I ttr'. lrttl I ll,lv(' tlr)t \(\'ll
.,,r, ,'u',,1,'1,, r'lo \ltt,tn,tl ltlltr't rrl lllcrr' lttrrr
t ils". Itt r rl lrcl w,,r, It, 1, rlttrtti, t,tt srtlt tlr rttl rlrr I

wlr,rt I'r( \lrl('rrl t,rrrllttr I lrrtt,tllt.ttl's N.tliott.tl
\(r lr rlyn( tvi\r't s,titt rrt t llt|t ttlP,llrrltlVill lltt' t ttl
irtg p.ttiy's zoltil r8,,lrt,ll lA('l ll('lll,ts.r I.tclot it t I I tt'
esi jlatirirr ol tlt('lk 'k(, 

I l.lt.ttll ill\ulg('ll( y. S(),tl lt'
oueslion. aqain: Wtto alr'tltc lloko H,tr,tln and
rir her extrerirists? Mv lburt lr commenl on this
ComDrehensive st raictry is t hat t he st ral egy ap
nears to forsel what the nopular narrative tells
Ls of the ori"ein and doniin)nt character of the
orisinal Bok"o Haram. This narrative says that
Bok'o Haram slarted as an lslamic religious sect

with lonq and resilient religious antecedents. It
does noiaoncar that the olganisation has losl
this attribJri.lt you examinritltc elements olthe
Comprehensivi' SlrdtcAy, yotr will see explicit
and iinplicit respot tscs I u pirvcr ty,,rlicnat ion and
opportunism. Btrt there is no explicil response
t6 iolitical Islanr,a strong clcm('nl ol tlrc (urrent
narrative of Boko Haram.There sl.ttltllcl be an ex-
pl ici I sl atet nent o[ prr nctple rt'g,rrtli I lg \l,lte,ln(l
iel ision - sut h .rs set u l.tritV oI tlre N igeri,l n st,rt e

in cvcry com;lrehensive tcsponic lo Boko
Haram. ln the final analysis, however, howyott
resDond to Boko Haram is dictated and shapcd'
in [arge uteasure - bv what you are (including
vour r'elationship with the Nigerian masses)and
wh,rt ttoko Harah is (including what the organ'
is.rt ir rn says il wr nts).

Wlr.rt I still hrve to say to conclude this series
t .rrr lx'skctr hed around an address,Mission -the
Ir rr r r r t'. tlchvercd bv Professor Wole Soyinka at
rlr, orrrrrirru ol th6 second South South Eco
rr,rrrrii srrrrirnit in fuaba, Delu State, on Thurs-
rl.ry. Alrr rl 26, 2012. A.lthough the direct
rrrirrxrsrliun which dominated newspaper re-

i x rr i s oI t I rr' closely-packed l8-page address was
irr tlrt' l.rst two pa'gt's, the build-up to it began
,rlx rrrt h,rll wnv into the speech. My understand-
i r 111 r rl t I rr' I 

rr o1 rosil ion can be presented this wa)4
t, rvt r r I I rr' sl t r tttg and protracted reslstance ol tne
Nrgr.r i.rr r st,rlt'ti llre till fora Sovereign National
t r iirk'l'rrtr'(SNC), and given that tb-e prospects
krl sr rr It.r t ortlct ettt e are trow as lowas ever, and
rivtrr llr.rt tlrt'Nrteriarl situation confinues to
'tit'rrr ror,ttt'. Nitt'rians should now begin to do
tlrosr, t lrinss t hlt an SNC was being ca]led upon
trr rkr. lrr oilrel words, we shoulC now begin to
rct thc SNC, rather than continue to call forit.
ln l)racl ical terms, Wole Soyinka proposed: "Let

e,rt'h rt'gional grouping wiih compatible ideas
ol tlrc ulltimate miision - rhe furure ol the hu-
manity lorwhich they are responsible -begin-to
rall t he shots. and relegate trd centre to its right'
ful dirnensions in aiy functioning federated
democrary Let each sdte call its own con[erence
of oeoolei to aniculate in iust what diredion
thdvwish to directtheir leaders and relate to the
ceni re and ot}ter sutes. Let each regional group
ing and is member-states single-mindedly proj-
ect and Dursue their strategies lor the
enhancemint of the quality of lile and the dig-
niw o[their oeoples. quatrv into their resources
to dxtract r hi miterial reqJired fortieirveryex-
istence, material that theycan exchange among
one anotherbased on their spatial deveiopmen-
tal advantaqes - in short share among them-
selves areal of specialisation, substituting
streng h for tlre weikness of t}eir partners, ex-

pertiie for deficiencies in ooe memDer or the
other."
A close reading of the text will show tlut Wolc

Sovinlo did noL call [or tlisiltlt'gr.tl ioIt, tt,'il ltt l

did he "sivc uo on Ntgt'ria",,ts solttr' ;xr rplt'll,tvt'
allturd. irr t hri lirsl nitri', lrc s,lirl, il t ll tt' t ottt st' ol
h is prol)osi( i{ )ll' t I r.il 'i oIl'rl v 

't 'rt 
i t rll sl 

' 
ltt's" n(\'(l

not (vr'n lrt' trtlltigttotts- Wll.ll lll.lll('ls,,l( coto-
ittu lo Itittt. is.t "r,,itttIttttttly,rl illl('l ('\l \." ln the
sc,i,rt,l 1,1.i, t', lt,' ;,t,,;r,t,.l llt,tt lltt "(1)ltstitu-

tional envelope" that currently holds the differ-
ent units of'the country toCether should be
oushed as faras possible", but without acnrally
burstins it and that the "courts of arbitration
should i-nterpretthose areas where it might aP
Dearthattheenvelope has been pushed too far."
thus. Sovinka remained within-the framework
of Consiirutionality and One Nigeria. But my
worries are not banished.
we mav recall that in the opening segment of

t his serii:s (April 2 6,2ot2),1ieportEd my obser-
vation of the beginnings of regionali$ mobili-
sation in oarts of the country. In the second
sesment(Mav3. 2012) I observdd that politicians
fra? beeun rddo soniethingto helpthemselves
in lieu of Sovereign National Conlerence
(SNC).Thatwaswhenl gave the parable of"dried
meat". Mv substantive comment on soynl(a s

nronosiri-on is that if the "constitutional enve-
loo6" is oushed to the Iimit, the political mo
m'enruni so generated maY be toopowerful for
anvone to oievent the "bursrind-of the enve-
lorie. ln an'v case. siven the present weak state
ofthe coun'tn/s iir"diclarv (tri say the very least),
our"courls ofarbitration" will be unable Lo pr+
venta burstingortostop its escalation if ittakes
olace. Effective"intervenijons may then be left to
itronser. more decisive. instirutibns of s1ate, in-
cludifie the armed forces. And the bubble will
burst. "Perhaps, then, a conference of combat-
ants, which will neither be sovereign nor nd
tional, will take place.
Wole Sovinka'sbroDosition is addressed lo tltc
nn 

"^nients 
and rieople of the variotls states

ind resions. Mv unde;standing is tlrat there is
no fusi"on of "govemment" dnd "people" here.
In that case, lhave rwo points lo mdl(e. As re-

sards dle sovemments, I would only repeat that
t"he oroces"s of collaboration has in fao' staned.
As rigards the people, however, I would predict
that 5ffi cial resistance to Peoples Sovereign Con-
ferences - sirnilar to whatwe now see at the "cen-
I re" - will .rDDedrat sute and regional levels. But,
hcvon.[ thii. siven the complExiry of Nigeria's
soiial formation at all levels, the rbal problems
ol orsanisine oeople's conferences at *lese
"lowe?' levels"#oulil not be less daunting than
thev would be at the national level. I

. Cincluded

..in-{t-iotimn goes on break for the rest of May,
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