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As we go through the 50th year (1)
rN its indeoendence anniversarv- edi- .,

*Xa:#,U*fr1i"';'ff:"flfri**"k"S:*l*t:U,:**t'"F".#,:tr
Igbok*e, the Ihblicitv Off

itHd"t'if"5di'H1',-ii'f{;1',,ffi,:d;3h11-gt#ffi Fffi1status were doublv confirmeo. llLleu r...
ifi#i;, Hr.:fr}lJ a'."ii"*ii'iJ ."^1,# pd:i l::-s i.ry, I try to keep it qJl tq ti{""

lmi,ffi*ffr#,*H+rffiont*,ffi *tffi ,lli-ul-.ftl
country Nigeria *"y 

"r,a 
up iioii.i .o:ii lif, Ig:t:-T is that I find the admoni-

Ii"$*.ilH.HntH**Jtri*xfi "TH 
:i:"f6;"';

;S.1"f :i-t#'"S"nT"l'it[-#"H;ie?]:i*Jleli{'"::i:E;-W
',ig";11)'- ii,. io 

'prevent 

"\i;'p";:iffi H::';:'#:,':,i'*-u,#;,""1T,"r:iq'ji:l"I
doom".

,"tiU,*,*fXJi**llXgSlt#,Xf"3m*,1#l"f T?fffi 
""J

#kB:,H,':**i$,f::ffl {;,J:;"ru#"j:#;;T,r"fr ",is:F,,Ffii.-ti"ii*t, "r""r:,;rilt-"il;'+.:;i'"Jii,iii: :il=:-and ^d,emands 
can be distilled and

;;f'1##'ilTn*"'xrJf :HrT[fr]][[ilt.g1T,i!"$q!&]:iffiil
electorallv and exrra-elecr"iiri. riitiiul menttotEePeac.ea:rdgrouthofNigeria";

Ii.p.r#;x--$!;ltili!r,{ffi [i#trit]#If"hi"xffi:.:
Hiilr"i:l"l'l?:'x,Hl[:yT,H[,#;*]:.r:H#tl[TtJih{i"tii$sr*]high-profile campaign fr

#trqitpi:$qT;i{.;..,, riH3*iff :3,},1$lt$iiff$;;#,Tn
:n:.:xih##br$:3r:H,*,'".#f 

liti[:'i"fu1ffi 
'$fr]it$;,U"-r-rJ$-

Publicitv Ofrcer's statemen
currenf flawed elector
demanding a geroirr. 

"totolil 
r"-otfl:r:"* 

partv' s:otr'at *t pitry ct'uld pteservethe

differentfromasuperticia.t,ffiffi,"i; :11-"^{t*-."dvantase which it has

e,mt.i*;.l;irt'i,Fsil,'ffi flt-'d;'i,$$'*ti**',:"*urgent" is not ione to "flx" il
become a "faited ro*" .oor[i".lf,ifli"[,| . Furthermire:'that 6ur friudulent elec-

a situation that is synori-yrn-;;r'fi;ii toral process'has brought so much scorn

and reproach to Nigeria and has propelled
our cotntry's bafiling backward march in
the comity of nations"; that the beginning
of a genuine and credible electoral reform
is the removal of Professor Maurice Iwu
(from the chair ofthe electoral body); that
there should be a 'holistic electoral
reform process using the fast-approach-
ine 2o1i eeneral elections as a test of our
."idirr".ito conduct a free and fair elec-
tion in Nigeria"; and finally that to ensure
that democracv is saved Ilom a "certain
doom in 2ou",'an urgent electoral reform
is imoerative.

No'rv, what objections can the Nl'gen'an
kfthave, or raise, against the platform of
electoral reform and its justifications, as
sketched above? Can the Nigeian lnft
subscribe to the platform? The simple
answer to the firsl question is that tlre
Niggia Leftcan have no objections to the
platform, but that it can have comments.
The comments are not tneant to "pull
down" the ideas but to make them
stronger and more usable. I agree com-
oletelv that the current demand for elec-
toral ieform is a fundamental popular -
democratic demand in Nigeria- Not to
recognize this is to be not only of-the-
g.o.r;d of the nation's mainstream poli-
[ics, but off-the-ground of Nigerian poli-
tics in general. I *oul'J even endorse the
urgencl, attached to the campaign for
electoral reform.

But I would not endorse the fear that
Niqeria could beconte a *failed state", or
coild disintegrate, if the 2o11 general
elections are held without a genuine elec-
toral reform - much less a revised consti-
tution, or ifthe elections are again rigged,

wou.ld therefore not build a political pro- ried in_ the ,Sunday,.October 4, 2OO9 issue of
sramme on fears like this. the realitv is The Guatdiaa. But the content shows that
ifi th; Nls".i- .t t", a" it ha b6en he is on the ground-of Nigerian politics. He
;il; th" ;rfi;aihe ciuil wrr i" rg7o, has is also conscious of the contemporary global
demonstrated its resilience in this Wpe of context an(l tne balance ol soclal torces

;*temrlttd it t"-rl strrrggles, or iirte.- whigh I mentioned earlier' ,

.i""i.-,ia i"tri-"ir"ibattleff Shettima offered the following proposi-
tnJ t""o"a q"otioo is whether the tions: One" Fortunately, Nigeria has all the

Nieeian Un uh subscribe to the cam- necessary human and material resources to

"ri", f.i 
"t""t 

ia ."fo.m. Mv answer is put it on par with any nation. There is no

i;:;th th. ;i;tn.tt ty p-ti'.o that this need for Nigeria to plunder the res39rc91gf
izmoaiEn. as imoortarit^as it is. as pri- anY small nation, in the manner of ttre 19

;rdl!ii is, wifl noi exhaust tte fi,Rt century- rampaging c-olonialists". -?wo:
ooliiical. educational. and acitational 'Wbat the countr.v neeG is lor the ehte to
Lhtfo.nt. Of course. ihe Nr'ee"nar Ieft stop the pillage of its resources. This can

i""J[ ""t 5g ;-tft;i il, or-remain on only happ-en rvith the enthronement of good
the elound of Nieerian ooiitics. if it can- govtrnance and a relentless war on conlp-

"ot 
f"""ioo *.us%f comtrinine'oopular - tion". Three;'Iiigerians must come to grips

democratit d'emands (sucfi ' as the with the fact- that cormption has no region,
a;-r"d fo. eenuine electoral reforms) or tn'be and nlust be seen and fought as

*tii.[i"iti",riruir"ihavethepotential oi such". Four: i{so. in future elections, the

b""o-i"S ieuolutionary in th6 context of people of Nigeria. must ensure that their

"n"i"-"'"r* balancri of social f61ses votes axe counted, in the manner of the peo-

a;i;b;ifi, ;"11 "itio"aiul 
with other ple of Bauchi and Kano states during the

i[*"ul.,i which are exol6it]v ideolosical 2OO7 fraudulent elections. It calls for sacri-

oi 
-E[*i-o.i.nted or' gender-orieilted fice, but it is not an impossjble task". We may

(such as the campaifrr for women's stop here for now, and look batk'
iiehGl ;i ."Sio"rl d";;od" (such as the _pn fh,ettima's first proposition,.which.the
ifpp"lrffo.liige. Delta communities). ln Nfena Left can endorse withor.rt hesitation,
iJti ii ir tt lr 3o."fi"itio", or rathei the mionly comment is that it is not that "there

"."r"itu io 
"trect 

such 'combination. is' no 
'need for Nigeria to plunde'-' the

.uth.r thul the wielding of the "ultimate re-sources.pf anysmall natior.r. in the tnatlrter
*"upo";, ttri gives thehrst genera.l defi- of the lgln century rampagi rg colonialists'.
nitirjn of the Iift " The point is that Nigeria's ruling classes sint-

From Joe Igbokwe of the Action pl1'do not have-such-opportunities. lxcePt
Concress we m6ue to Abba Gana for internal colonialism which Cornrade
Sfr"iiirn, of ttte tniuersiw of Maiduzuri. Biodun Jer-ifo had recenllv discussed

"""irrt 
of So;o State. gv the *"u. *E or" exhaustivell: in his Tala,kawa colulnn in Tle

".r?iiea 
in taling inv6ntory 6f id"*, Guardian (Sunday),histo4'.has closed.such

frolC the groundi of our folitics, on m^odes of accumllatioa to. *,he mling ciasses

*}riit tte frigeianlrrtcaneirectapitri- glcountries like Nigeria -- forever. No
otic rescue 

*oro.sramme 
as *" iroue African country can mount "sub-inrperial-

through the i;OU year of our political ism"an.rTvhereirrthervorld.TheDenrocratic
indep?ndence. AbLa Gana Shettima Repilblic of.go."Sg (DRC.) whose resortces
i"r"ti". So"ioloru at the Universitv of are reportedly being "pillage" L1' the ruling
M"iaugof. Hirittlticat afrliation, it'ary, classes of neighbouring countries, is cicarlr'
w'as not orovided for his ooinion oiece. an exceptlon.
Nigeia it +9: Wals out of the abyrss, car- ' To be cont lude<l nert Thursd;q"

flarved and unrepresen-
(Please, let us use and

a new

maintain the and leave
is a differ-

as the saying goes). I

By Edwin Madunagu
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As we go through the 50th year (2)
- [.I the first part of thk open memoratr- examine itsett As for the fourth propci-

Ld"- to th6 fVirereaa 1tr t pamined tion- ttre one on the intesitv and'safctiw- the ideas of Jde-Iibokwre of ttre Action of vates, Shettima saia"tnat Bauchi ant
Congress (AC) as prcsented in his IeU€r- Knns 5f2163 were exceptions in ttre 2OO7
to-tEe-editor, lftpria d tl9: Nd for'fraudulentelections',6ycrhichlthinkhe
electoral rcform C'Ihe Gtardian, October meant that citizens of tHese states defend-

, l, 2oo9). I then moved to tlose of Abba ed their votes. Thid may well be tme. and
Gana Shettim4 a Sociology lecturer at I think I got the repo'rts ttren. We may,
the Universitv ofMaiducuri I extracted a however. so t+ vears backwards and also
nurnber of piopositionifrom Shettima's mention ihe Jdne 12, 1993 presidential
article: Nigena at 49: Ways out of the election. The Nigen'aa kft ihould have
ablss (The Guardian, October 4, 2OO9) no problem holding up such examples.
and commented on the first proposition. i-et us extract aTei'more propdsitions
I now move to Shettima's other proposi from Shettima's essay. Fr've:'In1he final
tions. anahsis. no matter how much we love to

My only cornment on Shettima's sec- condenn Nigeria for its developmental
ond proposition is that it ought to be failure,weall-needthecountrymorethan
clearer how "good governance' and the country needs us". Six The reality of
"relentless war on comrption'. can in the dobalisation orocess is "deeolv ion-
themselveq and as thqi are Lrrneitly Eadictory - at onte erasine borile:rs and
understood and in the'context of thL re-enfor<ing national idenEties; at once' uisting pottical oconomy - to s.hich all creating islan& of prsperity in a sea of
the factions, frartions o{ segm_ ents of poverty. The *orld is one, gr is what they
Nigeria's ruling dass€s subscibe - can lay;brittheecononriesandthevoicesare
stop Nigerian elite from liflaging'the miny and varied. National and regional
nation's resouroes. An elaboration of econbmic blocks ructr as the EU have

' Sheuima's second propcition and some become sronger and protective in the
Gitical tlefinitions would therefore be slobalised world'. Sever.. -fhe conse-
rrquireil by Nigenar IeCt The following [uence is that ttre poor countries become
simple idea- offered. itr its IO-Care ooorer in an incieasinelv comoetitive
Programme'(z00r) by the National ivorld'. Eislrr: "Globafiiation ^is tri-
Con-science Party (NCP), r'nder ttre lead- umphant cipitalism and contrary to the
ership of late Gani Fawehinmi, may be fervent claims of its advocates, it is merci-
usefi,il in t}ris regard: "Good governince less to the core'.
has to do with caring for tle welfare and Will t}e Nigerian l*ft};lave any rea-
freedom ofthe dorvn-trodden who con- sons for.not enilorsing any of these last
stitute the majority in the society". four propositions? Mfanswer is No, not

Shettimai thiid propositiorr, the or" at aI[. Will it have any reasons foi not
onthe'blindness"ofcorirption.isexcel- endorsins all the eieht propositions as
Ient" My only comment is dhat the capac- elements" of a.,proframme^ as we go
ity or oppoinrnity to be comrpt is-Dot through the Soffiyeir of Nigeria's ind-e-
uniform throughout the social formation, pendence? My answer is Nb, provided
that is, across social segments and across attention is paid to comments like those I
classes and within classes. We have to sketched above. There will be arguments
deal with this reality without weakening and disageements. But then, there have
the import of the proposition. With always been arguments and disagree-
humiliW I submit that onlv the Irft can a1gni5 within the Left nationally and
do this iheoreticalh. aad potiticallv. And sloballv. These sometimes becam6 even' if it cannot, then il should critically re- "

2@7. I would like to concluile with alook at ttre -

"ffii* *r#i#ar* YffifJe*1JT#3l.",ruTffi
ih;ffi;;;;I;;"1*\fr;";"ffiL-i tle g pario.ts $,e n"lu exprcssed.disap
lonc line of traders who used to traverse Pombenttlatthe bmadcilst_was notmspF-
i#""T;""offr;; a?frJ,.Yirfitt tri" iSC, that there w-as very little.in.it for
ma[ was a Niserian. althouEl Jevifo did t]-lSenan crtEens. However, lets look at lL
ffi d;; \id;ilil'tfr 

"',,"r 
tX?';'#;H ry.t"I-'-'-piltilg his government's dream to

tobecome"successfin"traders aitr"t""ii- :* Nigeria become "one of the worldt 20

[:rrm:n::mr"ri.Jgr,fgffi 
,ffi4,#T""#"?*0,,.*i,t"fl:r13il;"i:

#ffiff;:a;"""hijri-Jhidli"iifrj. ilaepende,nce is yet to.be-tully rea.l.ised".

fi ;i,; ;e ;;Ti; ;;A;;;;4"; ;i;: I{py,:r:r:,h: asserted, "th i" .deo not dim i n-

the ttrird rose to become a t adEi;;.i} ish the valus of freedom and $e eternal sig^-

il qp;-;r-;il;:iiry;;;;;e,;ffi. s'flo of the sacrifice of those who suf-

Jerifo reminded * *,ut ""r"friiri"ffi"" fgd. lo -+ke us fr.p". In his viery, t!-e-day

;thi#J"*;1;';;d;i7dd;:**:h:-q{y}:".r::p9t"I9v.-",r_llr-,!$
Thetuver and seller ofdebts was not ellahon, today should be a lorcefirl remlnder

*;t ill;?i"i;i';fi; ".Lffi 
el 9: ffTy,"ryl p, E_ !4, *.:l 9,"

viptit odf. But he was unrep€nta.nt; t" PP *ll9llo-'rtoo long, a'no or the worK

redained oDtimistic there G no fuiure th'r' ts stru outstanq-{' . .

b""id" ;;ilf"".i"1-;"it"li";"_ -H. ?*f* _ lhis yas a toatrk admission, trEP! t+at

ffi;d#;-ffi6. ;iff;ffi; A; *[]i"d tte_ rrcsident did .noq erpug,tly indule 
-his

ffi H1:,#"*"mXf"#:"*iH ffi ?fr-d* ".l}:.l*ffi f tr H
'ilffis-;r.Grthti*tn a;il; int !g{:_tr,*gf*14 f^-!t:ptgq -*: ,

6'1tr'attentio",'"itto"t 6sild t" lllFIrSS" TI99PtEtl,ryIP,fv''
humaq social and'environmentaf cost of 3.1$*I{ tS t?]9f,-t-T r-tl 9:ql9'
mlffi HH$sf;!:,ffi"Hs$ffirll,qr#i'::u*1"ffi",rfi ""#,ia-"ail,""Ff,Ia]:ilt-; -#;"- 

firX ll sary work of repositioning Nigeria has com-

G; 6,|;;*t" d.urii ir ;[;s.'il;; menced apaca and $e. overarching task
imnortantlv. let us strueele to mike sure shoglcl be ho'w to remaln tocused on the twrn

thrlt#;ffi;; "*" challenges of enthr.oning democracy.and*liifi;;;;Bnt 
udi.tiorr, - implicit or 1cHgpng. sustainable development'. (The

*dii"lt - U"t*""" tf*-it"* "fsf,;#;; 
Presid,ents troadcast was carried in The

*'d Joifo - as I think th..;;;: i:iei Gtardiaa of October r, while Abioje's com-

*i[ l*i-ii". S"t t],", thi. ;; d.i"d i-G ment appeared in the October 6 edition). I
;;'tl;fi;;;;h :;;Iffi .#;"tr,.t^'i F{. i!-liqi::]t to understaDd whv. the

t,m:;n"y"tr*tl:ui::,l"Xt*i'fi 's;11gisdlhff i*lffi *non'

i"d-p";J,,r.i:T fi:;'#ii-;;""ti""i-. "-4g*gl'er, 
the Presidert's reference to the

,x ld;; tt tftt]';sft#" ;;;;;"* lt";' tldl.tnges of enthroning democracv

ditions for the "-".8"r"" .i;;;;;i'- 
and achilving. sustainable develop'?eni" is

;;iit*;;;;;;";;;di,;;;;os- corr-ecl But the {-igerian Irft would 
-haveiri,"a,i"illrJJiJpiai.;;d*,"";;;pj:!-Ttlg4l.r,ryq9_:9:gf T.{"td

imperi"lism - nottring will happen until PqlPlg-onenteo oevelopmenr wnlcn' Dy

the're is a delibe.nte r,firnun uii'ii.' 
*'-- 

9",H5:?#"'*tainable'

more bitter than arguments anil tlisagrce'
ments between tle lcCtand the R Stt Or
else how do we explain wars between pre-
viously - existing kft - oriented coun-
tries, or Irft opposition to previously -
existing kft-oriented countries or civil
wars, coups, rebellions and insurrections
ririthi! Izft formatioos - tlat is, other
than just saying that all these entities
were 'bad examples", or worse still, that
the Irft is inherently bad!

lVith the last statement in mind I
would like to jurtapose, ratler t}lan coua-
tErp6e, *to ideas: one from Abba Gana
ShAttima (in the essay under discussion)
and ttre other from Biodun Jevifo in his
esay Thre parabla for Ntgeians'olde/
thei thet counry €or Gani Fawehinmi)
Galakaid Iikration Courier, 113, The
Guadian, Octobff 4, 2oog). Shettima:s
idea woulil coDstihte the ninttr proposi-
tion from his essay. It goes Iike fufi "n
order to survive in the slobalised worl{
we, the citizens of Nigeria must collec-
tively work tb make the counry competi-
tive in the globalised market plape". My
specific reference is to t}e itlea which
appears to be embedded in the phrase:
"competitive in the globalised market
place', or rather the proposition on what
Nigerians should do.

Biodun Jeyifo is a Professor of English
and a literary theorist and critig current-
ly dividirg his time between Nigeria and
the United States of America- His presi-
dency of the Academic Staf Union of
Universities (ASUU) in the early lgSos
historically and decisively marked the
Irftist turn of the organisation. The stoly
ofthat turn is a beau"tifirl one, and I hopi
that one day it will be told in firll by him -
perhaps in his memoirs - or by someone
else. Jeyifo has been running the
Talakava Liberation Couner column in
The Guardian on Sunday since June 3,

By Edwin Madunagu


