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New f,oundations for radical Politics (1)
rnHE call bv Nieerian radicals
L for a Soveieign-Nationirl Con-

in organised
1989 for rhree

radical politics in
main reasons. In ttre

first if the Labour PartY and

the-. Democratic Front
nelcollaprcd.jn*1989 --

ference (S.Ng) to resolve the

present cnsls ln the country is

inesponsible. For even if SNC be-

comes a realitY ', the ruling
can hijack it,
radicals into

iotlow its disastrous logic until

class either it is halted b! radical

sub- politics or it destroy 's the country

mere In the second p

of the NLC
Iace, tl1e
had, in a

sponsored in part bY

conseouence of the errors
commitied by the radical political
movement. This consequcnce will

the United Sntc of America in

Calabar at the bcginning of last

month, opcnly defcndcd im role in
the events of'l989. It is, therefore,

tacrical and strategic errms, is, to

and condiiions that generate or
attract traitors. White some of these

traitors may be consclous others

mav not.'Given this inevitabilitY, whY

should one movement be more sus-

ceptible to betrayal than the others?

Wiv si,outO the'history of ofle Par-
ticuiar movement be a history of be-

trayals and nothing more? WhY

sh6uld a movemcnt be tated to Pro-
duce so many'traitors, each caPable

of subverting every imPonant Pro-
srarruTre?
"The rheory of betraYal, as a modc
of explanation, of outcomes o[ Po-
Iitical battles is simply too superfi-
cial to be associated with radical
thought. The Nigerian radical
monJment, cspeciallY is left wing'
must abandorr rhe ttreory if it is to
iioro from its ideological and Po-
Iirical paralysis.

oTo be continued nexlweek

wish Nigeria and had become
which

powerful
they h

political
ad the

if the

sressives. etc," But for.radicals, the call must

lead direttlv to the consideration
of the role ritrictr ttre radical politi-
cal movement must PlaY in the

build-up to the conference, the

confereice imelf and. the Pcriod

lts
tionalists,

following it. W
eration the call

and is factions
vert it and tum

ithout this consid-
for SNC becomes

before, and it

potential of becoming, the
government
it easy to

would not have found
impose the Present

parastatals on tire country in.the
name of Parties. In othefr words,

administrative secretaries and leadershiP

Some,thing like conlerence

what is haPPening
country lS, ln

now in lhe
partr the

necessary to statc, also publicly,
nefarious andthat this role was

that the leadershiP would not have
it with

propaganda chiefls'
that has happene$
can happen again.

To prevent this tragedY, the rad.t-

cat oilitical movement must begin
to o'ose the qucstion of its role as

on'ird.pendent, nationallY based

and ideblogically clear political
force. But to Pose thls questlon ls

to come face to face with our own
been able to PIaY it, or PlaY
the recorded consequences,

history, We must, lherefore, con- radical politi cal movemeirt had not

front our own history; and senle comm itted grave errors of strategY

accoults with it. For this exercise and tactics.
1989.
a4icle political movement, which the

it is sufficient to begin from
I decided to prelace this

In the third Place, the. radical

with a critique of the main events

'' $-

'. ..rt)
ruling class and its state seeks, in
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6f politics'(
ql :,

jectivq m purge nrgrxists *d-P.i$tu 
,

hom 0re partY 0abour Ieade$); " "

contrsing iactics with strategy'and at

dnps nu knowing lhat thcre was Gven

adiffercncc bcnrccn tlrc two (loftistl);
believinc that onc can influencc a

movenrnt 
-only by occupying fumal

leadership posiiioni in it fleftists);.- 
adnid;i the stae as a Prtncr in thc

fcrmation 
-of a l:bour Party ltabour

leaders):
nunnlns the polilrcs of rcgiaratbn,

wtiictr nrjirt od tsiloring of the l'abour
iow to conform wittr the dictatcs of a

sati which hari declared war on "cx-
f"*i*n" strd "undue rudicalism" (la-

2)
l,

I

.t.t
I

bor lcaders).-fU 
comUi-nea rcsult of the$s rrgativc

activirics was that the taboru Psty
*'hich was Proclaimed in l'agos on

Mai 20. 198b, although tnrly national'

wai not the tYPe that could nret the

challens.es poscd by thc anernpt to per-

rrtuae-a s'oclal oitsr which has kcpt

Lnmte down and which radical Pol-
iG-nri rciecrcd. But mcre traglcslly'

G 
"ff-tt'to 

satis& the conditions laid

J.* u, tlrc ststt' 6maauY and unoffi-
arUr. iia not Ervc thc Labour FutY
t"il'u"ins Proscribed along with thc

otrers. ftris typc of tragedy rrust'
ncvcr again. be dlowed to occur tn our

comtty,

a To be contirrwd ncfr TfursdsY.
This is the secotd instalnrcttt afa5-

.nr ! ., 
^

Wt sticle ontltc Radical Agsda
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New.foundations'for nadicat po[$6ics (3)1-'i',,: :'

the kbour -or Fawehinmi's was detained' and By Edwin Madunagu;n Adjustmmt
cannot be understood because

Progratrme (sAP). It

wffir after tsken to Gashua. 'The meating movemczl! which is located in the rools 8re not here; The roots li0
which took place durin8 the con-
&mtation tei to ttre formatiorl a

week luer,iof the PoPular Democ-
ractic Fronl (PDD. But the factor
which frustrated the emergence of a
virile tabour Party (see last Thurs-

disasterdoes not, alddarenot,Prfi
pose a natioaral agenda out of merc
sentimeoe

the col: Al*rorgh not all Nigerians are suf-i

after its fering the radical movement does

uot and dare not, Present an agenda

which takes carcbf the "wretched

' later colonisd us- TheY Iie in Eu-
rrye ad Ansrica. OnlY the devas-

taiing corsequcnces of SAP are

tgre wi0l us.-SAP creates obscene

wealth for'parasites ud onlY hun-
ser and &humanisation tbr thoee

irho labour and toil, tlrose wbo lit-
erally cairy the couriuy or{. ttreii
shoulders,, , . .:r .. ,,

hand and extreme Poverry on the

other carmot be righl It is wil; it is
anti-peoole. It dehumanises both
tnti: i,iciims and the beneficiaries.
Our people therefore have tlre right
to s'rrug-gle to liberate themselves

from il. It is no argument that manY

dther African countries, including

' tllose that have achieved."democra-,
cv", ile pursuing SAP. Fu theY

have the iame Problern There is

nothing wrong h showing thent"

*noueL our srivings, how ro liber-
ate thEmselv6s from slavery. kr any

went on.the allege: *Thre-is inad-,
esuacv of food at reasonable P4ces: .
fri orir people, heahh services fue '

in- ri-oiUtd as our hospitali:hadi i
teen retrcea toinere-ctiu[ltiri$'
clinics,,l withbut &ugs,vatq lan* I
esuipm€drL Our educatimal syst€m
is' deterioratins at alamhS'rate' '

Unemploymen[ figures, including
rhe sraduates. have reached an em-
b#;;;in;;'.od rouc."ptable
nroocrtions.,..
^ this indictrnent must have been

aooropriated from railical criticism.
tie ridical agenda says that the sit-
uation so described in 1983 was a
;;;dG compared to the sinration
i"" nol have' in the countrY. This,
unacceptable siruadonYught to be'
revers& by urning thgir fearures
ili;'tlr;i.oipotit"t." ile .,r'' ;

Since thebhd 1988, or$gPabout'
human rights struggle &-f tiur- l1nd 

,

has ascended a higher pldneJ:lt ts a '

oosressive devel-opmint;-{rapd its
leu?.ts and heroes 

-shouldtp salut- '

ed The radical agenda *roulcl how-
ever anchor human righu'qp.gle u1

our land.onto a coher€rt.v;tgoq ot
an entirelv new soceiely'A'Society
whose pdlity is tru[r.democratic'
where there is a multiaarty ly.stem'
where an eealitarian econ6rlfc-s)'sj
tem replades the SAP slatetrY,
where'there is ethnic 6g{f;
determination, where thb- stdl6'iS
se"utar where'social welfare i$trl
enforceable and iusticeabh fuq{S
mental human dght. The. ra{fla1
aeanda insists that unless tlus st8o-
nlLal rransformation takes placc, the
human rights srruggle will, sooner
than later, be absorl-',td into a sys-
tem that ii sm'rcrured against the in-
i"ie,sG of our people. -
'; F;u"' r;;, X;ld' next r hw s dov :

ciation (GFSA), on June 17,

vanguard of the national mwemmt with those,who enslaved us and

t0 reprieve our courtrY' frorx

1989. orcanised an Alternative n
StruLtuial Adiustment Pro'
Erafinv confererice in Lagos. The
imoudu Hall at the headquarters

day's
lapsc
britlr

instalnrnrt) dlso leO to
of PDF a few months

t
On October 7, 1989, the govem-

rrenr proscribod all the 13 political
rartic; - including the labour
i,arw - formed since the lifting of
ne'ban m polictical activities in
May. Afier atsorUing the shock of
the blows that had fallen on it in the
preceding months, some elements

bf *re radc* rx,vemenr attemPted
unsuccessfully to re-group within
the goverrinrent-imposed Social

Democratic PartYand Pursue what I
later called the iniddti course."ltis
was the last atternpt of. the radigal
movem€rlt, as an orgarused Politi'
cal force, to wage a battlc wittrin
the frameiiork of the ransition pr-o-.

of the earth" alone' Ttre exploiters
and oprressors must be liberated
from iiie inhumanitY which theY.

sufftr by being inhuman to others.

And &os€ who benefit, eren if un-
corsciously, from exPloitation and

oppression must equally be liberat-
ed

The radical agenda saYs that what-
,r ever theory is behind *re phe,nome-

non of extreme wealth on the one

of ttre Nigcia .labour Congress
fNLCI waichosen as venue. The
ieauiri:O fee was patd and an offi-
cial receipt issued. But a daY be-
fore the'conference, the NLC
leadershio announccd the cancel-
ladon of the permission grantsl
for he use of the Imoudu HaIl.

The radical movernent should
ceed from aational' interests

pro-
It is

The organiseit rightlY ignored
this'last-rninute carrcellation -which was obviously insPired bY

was left for the secu-the state. It

the making"
sign of the
the fuilerest of &ose who are suffer-.
ing today almost coincide with in-
terests of the whole nation. Buf tlP

of history, not the de-
radical movement, that

every turn. This is the onli waY

irogressively reeduce the ciicle
the enernies of human Progress. ,

.What is the radical agerda?: "

Gani Fawehinmi's CtPmbers at
gramme.

It will be "wrbng for the radiiat
movemcnt to claim that the transi-

a farce as

ritv asents of ttre state to enforce
m6 oiAer. And they did PreciselY
that. The veuue then moYed q

Ajao Esmre. The conference was

again disrupted by securty agqnts.

B-ut while the police was comfort-
ing sudents and organisers of the

co-nference outside the building,

to.it. No.
programme has-

is on accoullt ,ol

But ii drust be demonstrated ar

gase, it is orr sovaeign right to
solve our p,roblern bY means availa-
ble to us, irresPective of whst olh-
ers may be doing.\ The.transition

iome what it
bankruptry of the rulihg class.: Ard
my, $esis ii', that . if . tlre-radical
movement fails to criticallY. analYse

rest of Michael Imoudu,Wahab the errsrs of 1989 and strive to sor'
Goodluck, Tai Solarin and Gani rcct
Fawehinmi. Two later, Im- (sonsday$

same mistake.Solarin

tion programme become
a reuslt of its oppooitiort

: In tlie early
December 30,

hourse of Saturday,
a militarY1983,

tola the nation, over the
the civilian goverrmrent

an imp$i'rant meeting was taking
nlace inside.' The confronmrion led to the ar-

oudu, Goodluck an{
Gani

peat the
. Now, the futura.The radical

radio, that

rrrndrrtion md the consumer of products

,.:l
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Y N this concluding instalment we

X- h."t to rePeat that the radical

Qenda should be under no illusion'
It should be aware that sooner or

larer it will have to confront 8re ru}-

ers of America and Britain-who'
through &e ailies, cronies and debt-

on in Africa, now laY down the

, ' - terms of democracy and humgu -
right*

In tttis inevitable anti-imPerialist

F{ew founda
of NiEeria have signed. One of these

is tyi llnited Nitions Declaration
'on 

Hwnan Ri3[ts, adoPted in 1948

and sigrred UY Nigeria in 1960. Its
Article 25 (1) states:

"Everyone has the right to a stand-

ard of living adequate for tre health

and well-being o[ himself and o[ his
--lamily,,,including food' clothing'

housing, and medical care and nec-

essary iocial services, and the right
to seek securitY in the event ol un-

emploYment, sickness, disabilitY'
,ridot"trooO, old age or other lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond

his control."
This is a minimum agenda Prc-

scribed, by comnton.consent, [or all

the nations on this planet. Since a

right is absuacr until it is strugglcd

foi, anrt realised, what the Unitcd

Nations is saYing is that it is the

rieht of nationals in cvcry country to

stirgglc to realisc the rights en-

shrine<t in this Declaration. Thc rad-

ical movement in Nigeria ought to

aporopriate thb Dcclaration and

tiriggt" to rcalise its contcnt. No

r.rniversal "defdnder" o[ dcmocracy

and human rights, no imPcrialist

recoloniser, can deny us this right'
Since the radical movement is a

uolitical movemcnt, and not simPlY

I pr"ttut. grouP, it has to Put itsclf

forward as the agency' or an agency'

that can realise the rights enshrined

in the Declaration. it has to demon-

strate, first, that lhcsc rights are ac-

tually rcalisable in Nigcria, and sec-

ondly, that it can bc rcaliscd onlY

radical po]iticstions for (s)

confrontation, the radical political

moYement in Nigeria will continu-

allv demonstrate that it is committcd

to ihe expansion of human frecdom

in our land. It should be an absolute,

unconditional commitment. But the

movement should also emPhasise

that it is u.oiily u*ur" ol the objec-

tive constraints which exploiters,

opplessors and enemies of the Peo-
pi", ruppotr"d by our fomrer enslav-

irs *d colonisers, have eroctcd

against this cxpansion. Sincc our na-

tion is a prison, the radical movc-

ment has 0re right, arrd should sce it
as its duty, to break ttie walls of this
prison, not simPlY to ensuc that the

ionditons o[ Prison, as laid down bY

the law. are not violatcd. The latter,

though. imporlant, is . only tactical,

not slratcgic.
The radical agenda should'conlront

the intemational "guardians" of de-'

nrocracv ancl human righs, not in
ttre abstract. but with the intcrna-

tional statutes and. conventions
which wcre drawn uP under their in-

spiration'and which the govemmcnt

By Edwin Madunagu
tkough restructuring of the economy

and the politv.
Imoeriatisti have been drumming uP

false lessons from the debacie in
Eastem EuroPe. The radical movE-

mcnt in Niecria must not allow impc-

rialiss to d'onrinate the interpretation

of contemPorarY world develoP-

mens, Imperialiss now dominate *re

world miiimrily and economicaily'

But they must not be Pcrmined to

dominate the" consciousness of our

oeoole.' Uiing a thcoretical frrmework and a

sociallhcory put tr:gether by years of
empirical siuity, th" rulcrs o[' tltc

lormer Soviet. Union and tltc othcr

East European countrics sct out with

an ascndi to cntl man's exploitation
Uv rian. ThcY cstablished the eco-

nonric foundation and political suuc-

nrrc to rcalisc this agcnda.

But in the Proccss theY dcviatcd

cornoletclv lronl thc hummisnt that

r:avc risc to thc thcorcticll cffort in
ihc first placc. From bcing thc libcra-

tors of mankind thcY becune ts en-

slavers. Such rulers dcscrvcd to be

overtkown, without impcrialist ag-

pression. For, nrlcr has thc right to
6ppr"tt *t6 p"oiit" in the rwne of an

it'liotogy, howcvcr, libcrrting rhe idc-

ology may be. Thc ratlical movemonl-

must cmphasisc this.
Lone aso. whcn it was still possible

,o r"i.,ini thc Soviet Union to thc

fundamcntal premiscs of its coming

into being, an agonised iightcr, who

latcr diccl in combat, wrotc: "lI a ship

is declared c6ilective properry, but fierceiy it opposes itself as the guard-

;";;;;;"" 
"on,inu"'t 

fo a"io.a ian of property to dre.pcople as is

inio'furL second and third class, it is squanderer' the more obvlously ooes

;1"*;;;i"; the third-class Passeri: ir'res-tiff against rhe socialist charac-

n."EJirr","n.",intheconditionsofterofthisstateproperty.''..
il;;;ii';;;;;r,nit"lv mo,e impor- The sovict caterpillar pcrished at

ili"'trr*ilr":"irotai'chang" in pro- the pupal srage' without cver.becom-

The Sovict leaders, rrvoking the pc-rishd in the Soviet Union was not

#;"; M; *J-L"it" i; "uii, 
a.- iociallsm,.but a caricaturc of social-

clarcd that the Soviet pcopl" *'"r" ism' That is.the corrcct intcrp-reradon

;;;r;;il,* ,tti, int,i th! ConsLi- of the rragctly in the Soviet Union' It

,.Li*.-gr, thcy continucJ' i" pt*- shoulti be 
-rhe 

Nigcrian -radic.al
iL.l'il ,riria"'ul* p*ptJ'inio'i*r Movemcn!'s Inrcrprcrarions.. Ir is dif-

;i*r,';.;J cl.*s,'ani rhird class fcrcnr lrom thc Anrcrican i'tcrpreta-

;;;iil"; *r't-it 
"*piuo"a. 

ihc radictl Thc first cntry in thc ratlical agcmla

;J;;;i; N;;;;;""t n,.'t t"quitc is' o[ coursc.thc strugglc lor true de-

imocrialisrn to wflrn Nigt'i'nt nrocracy in Nigcrirr' rfc 
'strusU]1- 1!

ffinst tlcccption. Ftrr that is cxactly rcady startctl by patrrotlc groups ln

what the nrovclncnt rs up ,guintl ' thc iountry'.Thc radical agenda will

Somcwhcrc in r5c samc"book 7fie uphold rhc riglrt o[ our pcoplc t9-cs'1

Rio-ition Betrayetl thc writcr said: lablish a dcmocracy whcrc ilny group

..ln ordcr to b,:conre ,u.i.i, ptiu.t. of Nigcrians. will havc rlrc right to

pr.p.r,y t,r.t, incvitebly pui' ti"'ougit lorm i polirical party and usq it to

the sl.ate strtgd irs ri,c .*r".pili'r' In compcts ior poliricll .B.l*gt' '. 
tl".

ora.i ,.o bcJom" a buttcr[iy, nr,st ntocracy..whcrc thcre is rcspcct. tor

pas! rluough thc pupul .,ag"''Aui fit '{ It'*un dignity' lr dcntocrltcy rvhcre

:;;; l; r;i,-uutr"rtut. filv.i,ltt of the appararuscs of thc statc'.includirig

fi;;"'ili,'n'*i,i,,"i'"'"t rit"*i"g thc armcd oncs' ,rc undcr the cgntrol'

buncrflies. statc propcrty ;;;;;;: ui u.," p"opl" throur:h thcir clcctcd

;"il;;;;y ;ii-*di n\il' p *p u oay rcprcscntarivcs,'a dJnrocracy brlu:.rc .

.-t.ri- i"grl" t.r,at social piiuii"g" 'na thcrc is gu3rarttcc o[ not only thc

tliffercntiation diruppc,o.- in"o'ttt' right to lite but also ihc right to thc'

;;t,i- S**,prop"rty is convertcd to ru-cans ofsust'ining liic' a dcmocracy

;;;;;p"*;,y- ';l'tt *'*hot" pcople in tlat upholds.rhc r*lc of law' a democ-

proportion as it ccascs'to'b"''i:lt' racy whcrc thr:re is lrccdom o[asso-

propcrty. A4d thc- .onn,y 
-ii tr*: cilriion' frc'ctiorrt of otovcmcnt insidc

The highcr thc sovtct l"t tii"t lnd out o[ thc counuy' frccdom of

;; ih; pcople, and the n-rore asscmbly and lrecdom olprotest'

. ar,

" dptq


