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actors perforrdns the plotless scriot.
All the same ploEess dhvs harr" oh"
great philosoirhical attvintage over
pllys with plots: they seem closer to
Iife-as it is ffved and'exoerimced bv
individt'als and collectitiUe. fnis {t
because trntil the day a worruu.t or rrum
dies, the "plot" of his or her experi-
ence is known to nobody,least of all
to herself or himself.

One day, someone will write a
play or a novel about dre Iifu and times
of Muhammadu Buhari. Or a histori-
cal novel. Or a work of biograohical
non-fi ction ln all probabititv] *,is *itt
take place afbr all of us of the oresent
li"i"E generation :ue gone. But it is
also possible that this-mav haooen
soon& tun gs,al, perhaps a,few'yinrs
from now in &re sciipt ofa Nollvirood
film. All the ingredients for'such a
script are there aplenty: a charismatic
professional warrior and oolitician
iarith acb, declarations and cbntrover-
sies to fill the plot o f a play , a novel or
a non=fictional work hrll to the brim;
member*rip of a very small group of
men (no women; they are all men)
who roee to dominant, hegemonic po-
sitions as both militarv and civilian
rulers; dedicated, passionate follow-
ers and supporteri ready to die for
him and eoriallv passionate enemies
and opponents ivfio Urink tlnthis rule
now iird in the past presented our
country.with sonie of its most fright-
ening crises; a personality as inscruta-
ble and eniernatic as it is also as easy
b confront"and perhaps trnderstand
as a book writtin foi children in a
kindersarh da qs. Yes, Muhammadu
Buhari-is a fascinating subject for a
play, a novel, a non-fictional biogra-
bhv. Indeed, already such a workhas
been written, but siirce it was written
and published before the "second
comihe" of the presidmt, it leaves out
a lot diat will tindoubtedly great in-
fluence a future "Buhari script of his'
torv and Dolitics".

'In thii column this week and next

.Buhari, "I belong to everybody and I belone to nobodv". Really?

ardent supporters and followers re-
main with him in a political Dartv -
the CPC - that was tn ite easltv *,e
most parochial and unimasinadve of
the co-unbry's ruline class po1tical oar-
ties. But preciselrl becatrse of tfrese
very factois, Buhdri's political profile
becbmes somewhat legendary]if not
mythical: he comes to signify and
embody an untested andtstdblish-
ment poptrlism, and he stands out as
the one militarv ruler who cut a com-
pletely differerit figure from the seem-
ing normative decadence, emptiness
and imposture of the other lormer
military nrlers and leaders.

Meanwhile, the enigma in our
Prologue continues: Who really is
Buhari? Would the countrv have treen
h much better circumstinces if his
military rule had not been cut short
by the pro-IMF, pro-World Bank,
barawo regime of Babangida and the
forgettable reigns of Abacha and
Abdulsalami? Have the years and
decades mellowed him, or is he still
the absolutist hegemon for whom
even the truth shall not set his oppo-
nenb and his critics free?

Act Two: May ZI15 - Octob er Nl7
- The Second Coming and the Destruc-
tion of a Myth

Buhariietums to power as civil-
ian ruler on the wavi: of a massive

pn with the bastions of comrption in
the judi-Siary and the t"sisiu{ril.-A,
cases ot breathtaking stea[ng and loot_
mg are-revealed, so do the-dozens of

iffi:'ffssffir,m*l{:*
agencies multiply. But wo* *r3iuti
to come.

. Tla9 cgup de grace,so to say, came
yllen.it began to be apparrjnt that
Duruln s war agairst comrption was
ctrected primarily, if not eidusivelv.
lJ past mideeds-by opposition poft_
uoans ancl that comrption in his bwn
party and administradon was not onlv
tolerated but openly condoned iir
some cas€s. The-efftitive dae of de-
mystification when the Bulnri mv*r
or legend suffered its fatal bbw *as
October 2017 in fte'MainagaE" ran-
dal. Before or simultaneoYuslv with
Mainagate, therewere the case6of the
former SGF, Babachir David lawal
and the former Director General of
the National Security Administration,
Ayodele Oke. And others known, ru-
mouredand unlcrown

Is Buhari's capihrlation to the,,su-
perior" power ofcomrption - as svm-
bolizedln the Maina,Iawa] and 6ke
cases - only a setback or is it a more
fundamenial symptom that his 20-
month militaiv iule didn't and
couldn't have revealed? My own hon-
est and frank answer is: it ii not a mere
setback, it is a corstitutive, defining
aspect of his rule. I admit ttrat this i;
not so mucha statement of fact as it is
an interpretation of history, W nter-
pretation of history. I *ish I was
wrong or that time and events will
prove mewrong; butdeep down, my
irstincts tell me-that only irow are we,
at last, beginning to see the real as
opp_osed to the legendary or mythi-
cal Buhari.

Act Three November 2017 -: Back
to the Future - the Party, the Polity,
the Economy

Right on the heels of the
Mainagatescandal, the third actin the
unfoldins drama of the Buhari scriot
of historv"and oolitics started with tfie
spate o( masiacres of farmers and
their communities by well-armed
herdsmen toward the end of last year
into the first few days and weelis of
the new year. Fortuiiously, it so hap
oened ttrat this development almost
bxactly coincided with 6oth open and
surrebtitious launchine -of the
reehcfion camoaien of BuhAri for the
oresidential elecEons of 2019. The
ilowness, the unpreparedness and the
clumsiness wiili which Bdtari him-
self, his adminishation and the secu-
ritv asencies responded to these kill-
inis }ilve left most Niserians sturured
an"cl fearful of the foreSodings thrown
up bv these specfral massacres. Either
Blhid does irot know Nigeria or Ni-
eeria does not know Buhari. Is this
il'," -an we elected with a massive
mandate in 2015? Has he changed? Or
has he alwavs been the same man hid-
den behind the encrustation of larger-
than-life mvth and legend?

FamoGly, in-th6 verY firstre-
mark that hd made uPon assuming
office in May 2015 Buliari uttered thE

then eniem;tic words that constituE
the secoild epigraPh to this Piece: "I
belone to everibcdY; I belong to no-
body{ You befong tb everybodY, Mr'
President? To big cattle ranchers and
to itinerant cattldrearers? To farmers
and herdsmen? To those who voted
for vou in 2015 and those who did not
vot6 for vou? To the North and the
South? t'o unitarise and federalisb?
To those who want devolution of
Dower and those who don't?
' R"uIv? You belong to both farm-
ers and tierdsmen, Mr. Itesident? To
thi iabat and the nation and ie mil-
lions of lalalrawa?

'Tobe contiruud

History is a nightmare from
Stephei Dedalis in lames loyce,

trying to awake
Ulys-ses

which I am

Muhammadun,nlliit";r,:"::ffi!;!r;i,0,*"f, j:,#l?*,,*,
tn Moy 2015
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erallv and philosophicallv we can
.rere', fullv'or exhiustivelv appre-
hend or re6reent the fullness and the
totaliW of bne life, al] one can do is be
extreirely careful and felicitous in
what oneselects and/or leaves out in
the totaliW tlnt is life. With this ca-
veat in mind then, here is an outline
of the "Buhari script" broken down
into its componen-ts: one Prologue,
three acts and one epilogre.

Prolosue: Decembei 1983 - Au-
gust 1985: the Rise and Fall of an
h.rusma

For about twenty months, Buhari
is absolutist militarv dictator unlike
no other dictator in Nigeria up to that
time and since then, tdgo blthe 4is-
tinctive acts and expressions of his
rule. These include but are not lim-
ited to an announced intention to abol-

decree backdating prosecution and
ounishment for a cilme that was not a
trime when it was committed.

There is great stuff for drama and
kony here: Buhari is immensely popu-
lar; Buhari is immensely unpopular
and always. Forever unsmiling in his
public appearances, he gives *re im-
bressionthat he does not care whether
he is popular and/or unpoPular. ln
all prirbability, in time his unpopu-
Iarity would have far overshadowed
his bopularitv; but we will never
know f6r sure 6ecause he was deposed
before anv of his decisive "Buharist"
ideas and principles could become
dominant br evtin regulative. Out-
standins scandal: the 53 suitcases
rmrseli;s embarrassment that in-
volvEYBufiari's personal ADC and for
which no one was Punished, disci-
olined or held accountable.' Act One: 1985 - 2015: Decades in
the Wildemess and the Origins of the
BuhariMyth

Without anv Precedent before
him, Buhari starias as a candidate in
nationwide presidential elections
three times, fosing badlY in each of
these elections. With eich loss, his
bittemess increases, his threat of Ar-
maeeddon escalates. A distinct re-
cioial and religious colouration
firarks this threatl reaching a climax
in the infamots "baboon and thedog-
will be soaked in blood" sPeech.of
April2015. These are dog days for the

foimer military dictator, days in the

wildemess in'which onlY his most
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Rffi"imfJ%'9srdr:U 6n" not stand for the presi-
dential elections of 2019. Either way,
the spell has been decisivelY bro-
tcen ana the Buhari myth or legmd
is completely in ruirs. NobodY, ab-

solutely nobodY thinks anymore
that Bdhari is the messiah Nigeri-
ans have been waiting for; nobodY,
absolutely nobody thinks any longer
that Buhari is God's answer to the
olasue of comrption in our coun-
fryinobody, absolutelY nobodY
thinks anvn'iore that Buhari is a fair-
minded nrler who will do iustice to
all Nieerians reqardless of their eth-
nicitul relieionY reqion and social
statds. Thdmvth,ihe legend has
been compleielv shatte-red and
things are ho loriger anything re-
motely dose to what Nigerians and
the #orld felt and thought about
Muhammadu Buhari in 2015.
Thus, the Buhari script of history
and oolitics is verv different in its
Epildgue than the'script in any of
its earlier segments: the prologue,
the first, second and third acb. And
there are differmt versioru of this
Eoilosue that is itself so different
f.b* "tt" other parts of the Buhari
scriot of the future.

In one version of this Epilogue,
the real person that has emerged
from the ruins of the shattered
Buhari myth has liberated himseU
from the dmotional and psychologi-
calburdens of themyth. [tis nosmirll
thing to no longef have a heroic,
larger-than-life reputation and pro-
file but Buhari has reconciled him-
self to the chanse with srace and
wit. His little-kriowr, r"fir" of hu-
mour is now knownby all and strn-
dry. H" retires to his farm in Daura
and eniovs his last vears baskins in
the lorie'and the s6licitude of fiot-
ting children and grandchildren. He
is at peace with himself and the
world. He receives few visitors and
seldom havels out of the country,
but the most corsistent and devokid
of his supporters and followers still
sing his praises to Nigeria and the
world and Buhari finds this con-
solingand comforting. To these sup-
porters and followeri he is still "Sai
Buhari!". And thanks to the much
better health that he now eniovs be
yond the battles with the nicrirrent
and debilitatine ill-health crises of
the eighth deci'de of his life, he is
now less gaunt-looking, less mo-
rose-looklng, even thdugh he is
frailer in geileral appearairce and
derneanor. Politics? No, now he has
no time or stomach for politics at
all.

ended his dictatorship. In the fool-
ish belief that he could impose. his
own will, his own "Plot" on his-
torv and politics, Buhari went so
far' as to Promulgate a decree
asainst trufh that liore less made
tliis declaration: even if what You
oublish asainst mY regime is true,
lo, .ut.,6t and must-not Publish
it if it will bring disrePute to me
and my regime. It is one thing to
think ahd act foolishly; it is another
thine to think that ofhers wil] also
thinl and act footishlY because
vou have decreed that theY should
3o think and act. That, I sirbmit, is
the folly and the tragicomedY of
Buhari's rule, both as a military
dictator and an elected, civilian
ruler.

Truth and plotlessness have
also dogged thd second coming of
BuhariIMaina, Babachir Lawal,
Avodele Oke and now Usman
Yisuf. Add to this Iist the repeated
herdsmen massacres of farmers
and their communities. The great
maiority of Nigerians, North and
Sodth, ire not with Buhari and his
version of "truth" in these and
other cases. Here is the ultimate
effect of this division between him-
self and most Nigerians on the mat-
ter of truth that Buhari cannot seem
to get: he will not change his mind
or fus action(s); and he will not ex-
olain thinss to anvbodv. That de-
free aeainlt hrth'of ni6 first com-
ing still has a profound, unbreak-
able grip on the president. Mean-
while, all the rationalizations, all
the half-truths about Buhari's in-
comrptibility, his competence and
willfulness are being relentlessly
stripped of their power to persuade
or to cajole. No man or woman can
forever set himself or herself
against tnrth and hope to get away
with it. That's a fallacy, a Btrharian
fallacy.

I call it a Bulmrinn fallacy but
recognize that it is "Buhaiian"
onlv because the current oresident
is the ultimate avatar of this ooliti-
cal and moral malaise that almost
withotrt exception afflicts virtuallv
all our heads of states and a good
number of otrr state chief eiecu-
tives, past and present. And in this
respect and onhl in this respect,
Buhari is more "honest" thah all
our other rulers: he does not ore-
tend, he does not dissemble] he
does not hypocriticallv preach
about "trut6". When ani if he it
exposed, he does not apologize
and he does not chanee. He ilso
does not accept respoXsibilitv for
the consequerices ol his sto[h in-
difference io truth. Those who still
..li"g. to .thg.Buhari myU:r and blame
the ''cabal" for all fhe extraordi-
nary acts and expressions insen_
sitivity, callousnbss and Dower_
drunkenness that we have'seen in
the second coming of Buhari-iake
note: Buhari is the one with the
power, the one that must bear the
responsibility.

Where do the Left, the
progressives, the true patriots, the
popular masses and ^those who
qgh_t on their side stand in all of
this? Must welthey iust place ourl
91]e1., 

hopes on plotlesshess? No!
r-lor nas never gone out and will
never go out of the picfure, the nar_
rative, the drama. plot here impties

ilijm*:sffis,itifriiTi
tunities - and rruth. gdt thisL.the
subject of another pi"." * *Jtfr"i
senes-
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oUsman Yusuf, reinstated Executive Director of the NHIS, "Even the
truth shall not set you/us free?"
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ultimately led to the civil war of
7967-70 aira *re meltdown that led
to the GNU headed bY Ernest
Shonekan after Babangiila's can-
cellation of the electoraf victory of
M.K.O. Abiola inJune 12,1993.But
this crisis of 2019 is deeper and
wider than either of these previous
instances: Buhari's personal sifua-
tion is like the endeame "last stand"
of Robert Mugabe12017) and Jacob
Zuma (2018) combined; the coun-
try's general condition is close to
that oT the Democratic Republic of
the Congo of the Kabila (father and
son) years.

Concluding reflections
Let me remind you, compatri-

ots, that since an epilogue is like a
postscript that comes after all the
ictual aird/or effective contents of
a life or an experience have been
reported, narrated or dramatized,
none of the versions of the Epilogue
outlined in this essay has hap-
pened or need ever haooeh.
buhari's term in office hji not
ended and things are still fluid as
we move toward 2079.In other
words, the Epilogue that I have out-
Iined here 's an fnngined one; it has
no compelling or inevitable plot.
Indeed, we can say that it is neces-
sarily plotless. As-a matter of fact,
in a[ Iikelihood, none of the ver-
sions of the Epilogue outlined in this
piece will happen as detailed; the
greater probability is that we will
get combinations of parts of these
versions, together with parts of
other versiorE that we cannot even
lmagtne at the present time. Time
has not mn out on us, on our coun-
t y -und its teeming disenfranchised
and marginalized communities,
groups and individuals. We can
still avoid ony or all of the frishten-
ing visions o(the future that tlie rule
of Muhammadu Buhari and the
APC in particular and the entire
political-class in general has un-
Ieashed on our cduntry. I would
like to b.i.g my reflections in this

. series to a close - but not a closure -
ion this matter of an open, plotless'future.

Muhammadu Buhari, as a ma-

profound denial about the devas-
tating aspects of his rule as an
elected, civilian ruler: the ever-wid-
ening cirdes of poverty, joblessness,
insecurity and suffeiine; the bil-
liors, eveir trillions of n#a still be-i.g looted; the waste and
squandermania still perpetrated
unabated; the numbei of youths,
women and children that iemain
economically disadvantaeed and
rduly marginalized. The lew scat-
tered achievements are blown out
of proportion-and proposed as the
oommant reality: an increase in the
lltemal producfron of rice; the Boko
llg.q* inzurgency pushed back
into its earlieipreferbnce for ,,hit-
and-run" tactits, now seeminslv
unable to conquer, hold and c8ri-
trol large swathes of territorv; the
arrest and prosecution of lob-ters,
most of them from previous admin_
istrations and oppbsition political
p$es, These argall touteil as the"dividends" of Buhari and the
$JaC's. "change'mantra for which
r\lg-enan and the world oueht to
celebrate Buhari while nearl! eve_rything else in thle countrv is
unraveling. partial and misleadins
?tthstig, figures and data are trotl
teo out by Fuhari,s spin doctors and
rmage-ma_kers to coinvince Nieeri_
ans and the world that what Thev
are seeing is not what thev ure r#
mg,.that truttr is not truth but facbrnat everyone and anyone canrnanutachre out of thin air. In this

Trumpian or Buharian make-be-
lieve *orld, the Buhari script of his-
tory and politics departs totillv from
Nigeria hs it really is for ttie vast
*ajority of its peoples.

An even more frightenine ver-
sion of this Epilogue exists, cdmpa-
triots. Here it islThe presidenhal
glectiols of 2019 prove deadlocked,
inconclusive. ePC has imploded.
a process that began before ilre elec-
tions; the different factions of the
PDP are in total disarrav; the
gmallel ruling dass parties dem to
have disappe-ared inio the nisht of
history; o-nly the Kowa partV and r
the Nhtional Conscience par6y are 

t

talking and making sense, th6ush
they do not have arty electoral leeii-
macy to give them folitical safidrce
and moral authority. The Left is
weak, divided and potiticallv irrel- '
evant, though a fe#isolated'voices
are speaking coherenfly and pas_
sionately out of it and foi it. Thd cri_
srs rs so.deep and wide that it seenrs
mpossrble to form a Govemment
of National ll"ity (GNLD for which
there are calls from all quarters of
the political dass. [,aw i*a .ra"i
have completely broken down in
maly parts of the country and ram_
paging, marauding militias and
Slngs are Ig"ing a Eeld day virttr_
atty everywhere in the corr,.Jtrv. On
only two previous occasioni had
tne country's political order been
so close-to total breakdowru the cri_
ses of the early to mid-1960s-tilt

jor protagonist in the drama of Ni-
geria and its post-indeoendence
ruSrs, is the ultimate il unwittins
vict{m of plotlessness. ktmebreaf
this \ather abstract observation into
an eAsily understood proposition.
Jhr.r., I suggest that irlotlessness
uFpues an absence of control, an
aDsence of certainty and of guar_
altges' if.tlf,Sr can go *ro.rgith"v
wul p-robably go wrong. On tn-e
gger hand, you might expect that
mu:tgs are g-oing to end batlly; thev
unexgectedly tum out well-in ttieendrlhat's plotlessness for you-

I ne trrst coming of Bihari,1983-85, was doee"d - b;
plotlessness, the ultimEt'e exo.JJ_
sion of-which was tf,u c""p'U.Itabrupily and unceremonfously
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