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Nigeria’s Radical Movement in-

the political legacy of Vladimir Lenin
came together in Zaria under the aus-
pices of the Marx Centenary Confer-
ence. Although the five-day confer-
ence was sponsored by the Faculty of
Social Sciences, Ahmadu Bello Uni-
versity (ABU), 1t was dominated, for
obvious reasons, by the radical move-

- ment. It became, in essence, and jus-
- -tifiably so, & Radical Congress.

‘Among the foreign patticipants in
this conference was a group of radical
Eritreans in exile from the regime of
Mengistu Haile Mariam of Ethiopia,
Their paper was received with such

~hostility by a group of Nigerians and

diplomats from the Ethiopian Em-
bassy that the young Eritreans had to
be smuggled out of the venue. And
for long after, the gaper remained a

ate in the radical
movement in Nigeria. Until the col-
lzpse of the Soviet Union last year,

~any HNigerian who held a position

similar to that of the Eritreans was
regarded in some gquarters. as a
“counter-revolutionary,” an “imperi-
alist agem,” a “peut-bourgenis” or
even a “iribalist.”

What did the Eritreans say? Simple.
Firsi, they argued. that Eritrea, under
the Ethiopian regime of Mengist,
was-a colony of Ethiopia just as it
was under the feudal regime of Em-

- peror Haile Salassie, the rhetoric and
~slogans of the former notwithstand-

ing. Secondly, they claimed that, for

“miarxism, the right of nations to self-

determination was unconditional: It
does not depend on whether-those at
the head of the self-determination
struggle ave radicals or conservatives,
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ists or capitalists. Thirdly?
lenged the marxist and %c&a} S a4y
dentials of Mengistu and his party..
Fourthly, they claimed: that the new:
Ethiopian state and govermment]
ceased to be progressive shortly after
the overthrow of Salassiei And fifth-
ly, they submitted that Eritfea had o
-be freed from Ethiopia and simulta-
neously, transformed into' 4 genuinely
popular 4.4 democratic-republic.

The Eritreans were right on each of
their theses. History has proved them
right. Theory, practice and experience
have also proved them right. But in
Mareh,~1983 their political line was

“g}wenable" and their ideas “hereti-
c “! s oo
On April 4, 19851 wrote an article
Revelution and Colonialism in Ethio-
pia in The Guardian. The argument
which I advanced in the article re-
echoed the young Eritreans argument
of two years beiore. I also made the
same advocacy: Liberation of Eriteria
from colonial rule and popular revo-
lution to transform the liberated
country. The two processes were ac-
tually taking place simultanecusly as
I wrote. A week later, on 11/4/85, 1
wrote Notes on the National Ques-
tions in which I nsisted that the na-
tional question existed in Nigeria and
tried to trace its origin, evelution,
present state and desirsble lines of
resolution. I argued that socialism
could not be built in Nigeria if the
national question was ignored. I made
references to history and contempo-
rary developments. But this position
was not very popular in ceriain cir-
cles of the radical movement.

~ progressives_or reactionaries, social-—— Unfortunately some socialists end

Byg%dwﬂl Madunagt
radical§ who, before 1990, would not
hearrgh% word “national question” in
disc&ss ons on socialism have now, in
response to what had happened and is
happening in the country and around
the wo#ld, abandor e%lsqciglgs,m in fagy
vour'of the resollifioh ‘of the national
question. Several others have simply
kept® quiet on the buming issues of
our tinde. This confirms my belief
that fanaticism and dogmatism, either
in politics or religion, are rooted in
shallow understanding and wavering
faith. Their victims frequently swing
from one exireme to the other. L
From the First Republic until about
a year ago there were some “marx-
ists” in Nigeria who would not hear
the word self-determination or De-
mocracy, or freedom in any internal
litical discussion. These “marxist”
Stalinists regarded the.first word as
reactionary, the second as bourgecis
and the third as petit-bourgeois. If
they had the means they would have
permanently excluded the “heretics”
and “anarchists” who employed such

categories from the racical move-

ment. But fortumately they did not.
Today, Stalinism is dead; but the
marxist “heretics” of yesterday now
constitute the only surviving  ten-
dency in the Nigerian marxist move-
ment..

One of the bitter consequences of.

stalinist hostility to the concepts of
self-determination, democracy an
human freedom was that imperialists,
who have never supported genuine
demccracy and human freedom in the
ThirdWorld have become, by de-

———

faudt, %he mﬁﬁs&i promoters of “de-
mocracy.~» . American imperialists,
the, butchers -end liduidators of the
Beoile of Congo, Viemam, Grenada,
ominican Republic, Chile, Panama,
etc, havesbecome the inspirers and
touch-bearers “‘¢f:democracy and hu-

righis evemsin: pus @@ 2lamd3 ¢

msﬁiﬁchM'—: g _ ggt” sﬁcce%délg{l in

.counterposing democracy and hu-

man freedom to socialism. Yet,
marxism and socialism are, more
than -everything else, social move-

ments for democracy end human .

freedom. sk =
This excursion Jnto history is, in
pait, an explanaiipn of the “obses-
sion” of some socialisis-and radicals
with popular democracy end the na-
tional question. The point is that
these are questicns over which Ni-
geria may go to pieces. The third
vestion is the Structural Adjustment
gramme (SAP). But whereas the
mass destitution engerdered by SAP
can trigger off anarchy in Nigeria,
the failure to resolve the democcratic
and national questions can not only
trigger off anarchy, bui can also
break up the country. =
Nationalists, patriots,democrats
and progressives should rise to the

-call of the nation a1 this critical mo-—

ment. For history has now taughi us—
that if good people fzil to respond to
critical issues in society, erroneously -
dismissing them -as unimporiant,
then Sed people will intervene. For
there can be no vacuum. If those
whe claim or are thought to be genu-
ine democrats kesp quiet-over ques-—

tions of democracy and ethmic equal- |
& A
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ity then fake pewiots and fraudulent
democrats will define the questions
their own way and force us all to toe
the line, even to our common doom.
Anyone who is committed to the
unity of Nigeria must not be content
with merely saying 50 in response to
the “enemies unity’. He or she must
Siep out.
ore directly, Nigerian radicals
who claim to.be committed io na-
tional umity=must openly stand up for.
it and be counted. They should not be
satisfied merely with making the dec-
laration from the cemfort or privi-
leges of their stations in life, in scorn-
ful opposition to those agitating for
aJtonomy, Cr even secession. But
radicals should realise that the unity
which is desirable, and which the
ple now demand is not the unity
of the graveyard, the unity where
some parts of a contradiction are
blackmailed mto silence or denied
means of expression. Nigerians do
not desire that type of vnity where the

- ruth — however inconvenient is de-

nied. The unity we are talking zbout

is the unity built on the foundations

of democrcay, human_rights, social

justice and egalitarianizm, the unity

of free and egual citizens, free and -
equal nationalities, .frce _and equal

producers.

The Nigerian radical movement will
one day diccover that it remained rel-
atively marginalised in the country’s
politics for so long because it refused
to address a particularly sensitive, but
critical, social problem, namely the
national question. I _am now con-
vinced theat many radicals are unable
_cramwilling to teke an upambiguous
and coacrete public stand on the
question of inter-ethnic relations be-
cause they themselves are not free
from ethnic consciousness or ethnic
pressure. 1 shall pose a challenge next
week.

© To be concluded next week.

.
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NIGERIAN nationalists, patriots, ~  * - adicalﬁsa

o ‘tioxj’ts_ they would occupy and the
- new opportunities that: would be

progressives and socialists — in-" . ;

‘thobever radical - which_denies, or
is silent on the fact, that the Niger .

deed all those who today stand for so- e e e
cial equality, genuine democracy, hu-: dominaﬁqﬁ\ .and exploitation; those _ter for the oppressed of all nationali-

-~ opened for exploitation. Isitnot bet- =~ -+

it s findemenil W B i podutn pts of b o ‘ho latnour for e detemination e o i b and o off
. angd S doed ﬂé’;,e dm;’w insict Yoat ot 1. are ¢iminally and inh anly. £ so'that they:too may become kings, yoke of _Oppression nationally and
type of national unity that is wortht GcYsted and that most of those Nige- queens, ;governors, first ladies, build a society where there is ex-
_fightin fOT,iS' the unity Of'lhe'\OP‘ 4 nm:; J;'i};"d:vmk;u’%}.f?ﬁ ﬁgm Yoruba_ socialist or radical admil e b.f Jocal gov‘ermngms o .:"‘ploilaﬁqn' Va.nd 9 dis?‘i“ﬁ“a“?“ i :
St acror th couny, ot oy g 0L POiis, e ot om these areas, - opnly and i ettt when e SY6Q._presidents of independent _apprssion an the basis o el or.
- Strala across the country, thatonly the o 4 have never been from there.. = . Yoruba bourgeoisie say southern sol- © countries. dese L B PRl L R
~unity of the “wretched of the earth” - +This type of stitement may sound  idarify they. actually mean unity un. . They have to be confronted by - To be able to say this Nigerian -ad- " .

- from both the big and small nationali- .

ties. is. worth . dying - for; that

. masses will gain nothing, but stan
lose’much, from the ‘unity. of the op:
pressors against the oppressed. ..

.. This, indeed, is the correct strategy.
-~ But the question is: How do we real-
ise it in practice? Definitely we can-

the

- cannot deny that there are gross re-

gional disparities in economic and so-
- cial development. If ‘we accept this
fact, then we cannot deny that the
common people, the wretched of the

earth, from the more deFreSSed’parts :

- of the country do suffer, and see
themselves as suffering, not only
from class oppression, but also from
national oppression. e

We cannot unite -the oppressed o!
Nigeria by denying that . political

"+ power and the power of coercion, al-
. though the possession of the ruling

class, are structured not just agamst

the popular marses, but also against :

some sections of the bourgevis — al-

though in various degrees. If we ac- -
cept this, as we must, then we cannot

deny that the common people, the
- wretched of the earth, from the struc-
tural disadvantaged areas actually

suffer and see themselves as suffering
" " consequences of minority status.
- ../ Nigerian masses will not be im-:

not achieve the unity of the oppressed
of Nigeria by denying the truth. We

 regional disparities.

&

ogress unless
and until it admits the existence and
reality of the nationial question and

We may even go further, and drive a
particular point home. Radicals, na-
tionalists, patriots, progressives and
socialists from the dominant ethnic

roup — Hausa Fulani; Yoruba and
gbo — must admit that the bourgeoi-
sie from their areas who happen to be
their fathers, mothers, brothers and
sisters, have collectively dominated
and exploited the minority ethnic

oups for several decades. Any
lg—lrausa or Fulani or Yoruba or Igbo

-who cannot admit that the bourgeoi-
sie and educated classes from these -

ethnic groups are the most chauvinis-
tic and tribalistic in Nigeria cannot be
a nationalist or a patriot or a progres-
sive. -

The Nigerian masses are waiting to

. hear an Igbo socialist or radical admit

opeénly, and in print, that the Igbo
bourgeoisie were colonialists in rela-

mbarrassing to a radical or socialist  der the - Yoruba hegemony. The
ommitted to ideologically-based -

lass politics. But the fact is that it is.  or Fulani socialist or radical openl
e reality that is embarrassing, not
ur recognition of it. No political
latform, no political message, how- .
- ever_radical-sounding, can mobilise’
. the “wretched of the earth” from all
- over the country and build them into -
~-a united front against oppressors and
- enemies of human

masses would love to hear an Hausa

admit, and in print, that Zango-Kataf

- Hausa-Fulani ruling class and that the

entire country, Nigeria, is its “protec-

: torate.”. At lower levels of our na- -
. tional com[;])ositicn, the Igala, Tiv,
Ibibio and

thobo socialists and radi-
cals must miake similar admissions in *
relation to the minority ethnic groups

- in their states.

Anyone who cannot make such
open admissions cannot be a socialist,
Or a progressive, or. a nationalist; and
definitely not a marxist. He or she
may still claim to be a radical, but

this is radicalism emptied of every

positive content. The masses have the -
right to ignore his ‘or her radical -
phrases and rather deal with reality.

Having made this bold admission,
we can then confront the ethnic chau-

vinists and oppressors from the mi- -

nority ethnic groups: Those whe want

new states or local government areas,
or greater local autonomy or heavier -
financial allocation, or even outright *

. independence not so that the common

people in these areas may breathe the

- air of freedom and live more mean-

ingful lives but so that they (the chau-"

vinists) may secure exclisive areas of ' °

enuine nationalists. For these are

But this cannot be done by denying
1e right of ethnic or national minor-
ities to self-determination. No. The
self-determination debate has been

exhausted by world history in gen-
eral and the history of the radical
movement in particular. The right to
self-determination is unconditional. .
" The way thé truly radical move-~

ment can confront ethmic chauvinists
and oppressors in the minority ranks
is to demonstrate practically to the

people that they (the chauvinists) do .
‘not represent the true and popular

mterests of the minority people, and
simultaneously, that the radical

movement which stands for national
interests also represents the true mi-

nority interests. The radical message

alities could be something like this:
“You have the right to autonomy

or even independence. We shall sup--

port you if you want to exercise that
right. But mark you, some of your
present leaders are not interested in
genuine freedom for the oppressed.
They are mterested only in the posi-

pressed by any political platform — i

icals must liberate themselves ¢ .im- ' -
pletely from all bourgeo’, .4 rOo-
hegemony ethnic and relig. ~ in-
fluences and consiruct a prograiime . .
that will embody this radical re-
sponse to the question of democracy'

and national unity.| Such a pro-

gramme will necessirily combine
the commitment to national unity =

_with the commitment to self-

determination and genuine local au-. ., =

tonomy. It will insist on a true feder- ..

ation of equal parts, not an uneasy

marriage of colonial masters and in-

ternal colonies. g o
The truly liberating programme will *
uphold the economic, political and"

"social rights of all Nigerians wher- "

ever they may be and insist that they
be justiceable. It will combine rep-
resentative democracy with direct

; 548€  democracy. Only this type of pro-
to the masses of the minority nation- = ;

gramme, and its organisational ex-
pression can save our country from

_anarchy and disintegration and si-

multaneously place the radical

- movement .in the forefront of our

people’s siruggle for progress by en-
dowing it with moral authority -
acrosstheland = o
®'Concluded



