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E im Stad
who, beiore 1990, would not
word "national question" in

on socialism have now, in
what had happened and isIo

happening in the muntry and around
the wodd" abandpned socialisa in fa' 'vour,6f tlie resoiir$ah:of thE nationaf !
questiog. Several others have simply
keot"afiet on [he-burnine issues of
*i tiide. This ccnfirms"my belief
rhat fiinadcism and doSrnatisrru eittrer
in politics or religioru are rooted in
shailow undersunding and wavering
faith. Their vicrims frequently swing
&orn one exEeroe lo the other.

Ftorn tlre First Repblic until about
s yea, ago tlrcre were some "marx-
ists" in Nigeria who would not hear
the word ielf-daermbsiion or De.
tnacrGry, or freebm i:r acry internal
plitical discussion- These "marxist"
Staliniss regarded the.fi.rst word as
remtionary" the sccond as -lourgeeis

ald tlte third as ptirbourgeois. if

cbnstinrte rhe cnly sursiving '"en-
de:rcy in the Nigeriee r.ta:xist rrove-
rnes'rt.

ttrey had the rneans they would have
rermancirtlv excluded the "hereiics"
ind "anrrc[isis" rvtro enployed zuch
ca?egories from the raciical move-
nrent. But fornrnamly they did not.
Todav, Stalinism is dead; but the
ina-xist "hererics" of yerurday now

One of the bitter cpnsequemce of
stalinist hostility ro the crirrcepts of
celf-determinatiorl democracy and
human u'eedom was that imperialiss,
who have nevet sul4io;ted gen'aine
Cemocracv and human freedom in the
Third W6rld have boccrne, by &-
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On AFE'il 4, 1985-I wrote an article
Rewlu{ion ail Colonialistn in Ettio-
pta m The Guadian. The arg'ixnerrt
whieh i advanced in the article re-
echoed the young Erirear's arg,urnent
of rwo years before. I also rnade the
ssne advocacv: !-iberation of Eriteria
from coloaiel"ruie and popular revo-
lution to trsnsionn tire liberateC
cormEar. The two Diocesses *Jere Bc-
tuallv iakins oiace sl'nultar,eouslv as

tr w-,6p. Ahi*k later, on 1U4,S5, I
vrrote JVctes cf, lhe Naliona! Q,tes-
tbsrs in which I insistod that ttre na=

tional questicn exised in Nigeria ard
tried 6 u'ace its ongin, dvoiution,
areseni $'"8r€ and desirable lines of
iesol'*tion. i argueei thar socialisrn
could not be bu-ilt in Nigeria if the
nationai question vras igaored, I ms<ie
references to h,istory aiid ccntempo-
rary Cevelopmenrs.-But tHs pcsition
qras nct vsy Fpulal tn certaln cir-
cles of tha radie ai rnovemg*L
. Unfcrtu4etely srirme socialists etd

{
\

of "de-

oi &e
Grenada,

Chile, Panama,

dismisshg
then i:cd

thern as
vrill

unitnporta&t,
inter,rena. For

mancism and .socialism are, more
than evdrythinS etse, sffiial move-
ments for dernocrrcy end hurrra$
freedom. ,. .rsdl

This excursjog eintp histany is, -jnlDart sn exnlanalion of the "obses-
iioni' of scire dociatis's and radicals

and.national qwstiorts can aot only
migge,r off enarctry, but can *Is9 

,

b;eak up the counrry.
Nationali.sas, patriots, dornocrats :

aad oropressives should rise to the
cat if tie aeticil at this eriiical mo-
ment; F-or hislory has na'a laiiShi us',
thatif gcad pecple feil tc recpcqq io
critical issues in sacisty, erronecusly

iss or. capiraiisn- fhirdlyi ffiJ4pJ-
lsn8ed me rnars,q ano'{Sj$ffi gr$f
dentlals ol MenSrsru and rus parry.:
Fourrhly, u\ey claimed that I[e newi
Ethiopian slatr and goverr.r,rnenti
ccased to be progrcssive short$ afier
the overthrow of S:dassie,nAnd fif&-
ly, they submitted that Eififta had to
be freed from Ethiopia and simulta-
neousfo6 nansforrned into il genuinely
oooular' a. I dernocradc reoublic.'t'he Eritreans were righfon each of
their theses. Hiseory has proved thern
righr Theory, pracrice and experience
have also pnoved them right. But in
Mmeh" 1983 their political line was
"tres$cfiabte" and *ieir ideas 'hereti-
ccl.!'that ehe
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witk popular .ler.rr,rary and the nc-
tional qucstion" The point is that
these are auesticns o'rer which Ni-
geria may'go o pieces. The ilhird
question is rhe srucural Adjrctment
Frograrnme (SAP). But whereas &e
rnass des$nrtion €flgcdex€d by SAP
can trigger cff anarchy in Nlgu'ia,
tlre failGe to iesolve tlte Ce;;ccratic

me&st$

nlust

to *rose

olr tlre

people
be no
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now c,en-
are unable

there can vacuunn. If thosa
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' struggle ere raCicals or ctrservetivs,
yrofressives-or.Jeactic,nsri€s, socid*

',vl1o claim or ara llxought to be genu-
ine demccrats.ke€D cuiet +v€r Que$- -

rions oi democracf anC e-$mic equal- &To be cwtlsded net v'teek
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