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f,D ECENT devclopmcnts. abroad
LUand al.homc, havc suddenly and
violently re-inscrtcd this old and resi-
licnt subject in the agenda of national
political discussion. Evcn though the
circumstances are tragic. I am happy
that socialists in Eastern Europc and
in Nigeria have bcen shakcn from (he
scandalous complacency and timidity
they have shown bcfrore a social pro[-
lem which can render the best socialirt
programme unrealistic and the most
bri lliant socialist a{vocacy irrclevant.
For world history, our own tragic cx-
pcrience (196670) as well as contem-
porary developments at home and
abroad have shown that an unre-
solved ethnic question qrn, at a cer-
tain stage, tear a nation apart and di-
vide socialists themsclves along ethnic
lines. In othcr words, the €thnic ques-
tion is a threat not only to the unity of
bourgeois polity, but also to thc poli-
tical solidarity of the socialist move-
ment.

It is. therefore, with every sense of
responsibility that I say that any Nige-
rian who, in spite of what has hap-
pened. and is happening, in socialist
countries of Eastern Europe and.in
our country, still holds that ihe ethnic
qucstion is a bourgeois question or is
peripheral to the problem of people's
liberation or of socialist transforma-
tion of Nigeria cannot be an honest or
serious person , and ipso facto, cannot
be a socialist or a genuine patriot. In-
deed Regis Debray, a French-born in-
ternational socialist fighter warned in
1969: "The near-silcnce of Marxists
on the question ol nalronalrsm wrll
one day bc seen as the mosl cos(ly and
ruinous of all historical omissions.
Such people work in a vacuum. " How
oroohe tic !

' This s"ries of articles is devoted to

Thc dcbatc to which t am oou/contri-
buting was sparked off by this recim-
e's cnd-of-year restructuring and rc-
constitution of military and-poliricial
apparatuscs of state, and thc-elcbra-
tion.of the 20th anniversary of thc end
of thc Civil War. To appreciatc the
essencc of this debatc, lit us scparate
the cthno-religious contradictions
from thc totality of social contradic-
tions in Nigeria. lt is thcn casv to sec
that thc allocation of positidns and
responsibilities and thl batancc of
powers that emerged from this end-
ol-year cxercisc showcd I heew
dominance of Nigerians of thc lslamit
faith and from the northern part of the
country. This fact is empiriial and in-
controvertible. But their ir is rhe be-
ginning of an analysis. nor the end.
What is rhe mcanin! of this facr? That
15 the question.

Thosc who are uncomDromisinptv
committed to rhe proqresi of Nice-rii
should be gratcful Io Lt.Ceiedl-
Domkat Bali for providing the nation',
with the opportuitity ro tatle and dc-
bate this critical social euestion once
again. We should be giateful to the .

retrnng general for unwittingly draw-
ing out the very primitiv{'setnst,
ethno'religious interests and c!n-
sciousncss that inform the ac-tions and
positions of many of our ..leaders"
and "opinion-moulders." Without
Bali, we would perhaps not have
known that many Nigerians- includ-
ing many progressives 

- are either
drowned in the ethno-religious con-
sciousness or are miseradiv deoen-
dent on the goodwill of thoie wirose
power is based on the manipulation of
ethno-religious contradictibns.

o To be continued next Thursday

Socialism and the ethnicquestion (1)
thc consideration of the cthnic oues-ii;;;;;i6';;;-J;.r:;;il_iig.f: ByEdwinMadunagu l|!Xjffi:|:,i#i,il|iJ,X,,?j,ffffi:oontcxt. namelv. the strupclc for
,*l;li;;.H;;fu;ir-d;rjffi.;;: in hisrory. Politicatty, rhis principte tion established a ncw.principlc ror
;;i d;;; ;;;;;i:;iurion of the resotved'inrtJi;i#;;il"'s ;i'ii; rhe rcsolution or the ctrinic question
cthnic qucsiion, iiiiirii-onrv @nrexr tsarist unitarisi ri"i" ,"u iii ?.pi.."- in the . Soviet Union- sclf-
;ilrit;;il;i;l;;;.H;:;;"t.ffi ;;il.;ii, a fcderal union of 

.freetv dererminarion and the right.to esrab-
hcrcusingthetennethnicgrou?inthc consenting, and equal rcJnrhlics eacfr ']:n'!9:ptno:ntnatK]ns' lhlsproctss
mostgeniralscnsetodeno'teabisiincr of whichi'constitttionaliy, r"oru.r -()J---d."-t-lnjTllsation. 

was however
group-of pcopic, or a form of t rr"n the right io scccde from ihe Union threalened seriously byStalin's.impa-
tom,,ir"ni'ty 

"Iiir,'" 
iirrira *i ;f ;;- wittr i poputarion of nearly 290 mil- ticnt and undemocratic disPositioni as

tomary *ays or culture. tn this broad lion - 
'n.[i"i'*t i"i,'ii *io. "p'iir Y^t]lltl!! H$.1's militarism and ex-

scnsc. a d6vcloped ethnic f,roup can more than lfi) minority nationalities Pll]:'91'tT.' 
'Ihc,process was^finally

alrc bc refcrret to as a "Z,ririaity. - the soviet Union ii roaay ii*c- Lllt-::PJl}"*ltbreakof theSecond
Andanationisapoliticallyorgrni.ia tured in ru"h, *ry rhat at 6asr, in .Y^".'lo-Y1tl,ll:j-th!'f contraditions
nationality, --o------- 

format scnse, the rlalisation of self- thatemergedatthecndof thewarar€
tn rhchmaining scctions of this determination ana i"cai autonomy l:tj"-,f,Lt:lYi9-I,!!nationalbor-

finr instalmint, iitr'.tiiiri*rcotitri are maximaily gu"oni".a. Tilr. ;;A *:.:lqlilTltll-altercd bv the war,
recent developments, at homc and 15 Union Reiruttics,20Autonomous fj::t't""/,"'.'l,t'ast_t'-uropeao coun-
abroad, wtricti ioictirei forced rhe Republics, 8' Autonomour i.eiori l]l!l_; !ls^R'^Romania.. Hungary.
subject on the agetda. ln the second and l0 Autonorirous ar.".. "Sui Poland, UDR, BulSaria, Yugoslavia,
instllment, I shill take an inrentorv [,enin;s tropcotnatlonar unitv t 

"t 
noi L2echoslovakia - are today.plagued

of the main responses to rhe spccifit becn releaied. pf vef seriou.s ethnic minority Prob-
developments which took plice in Many Nigerian socialists, however. fit^lll.1t:l1ng-to become the ulti-
Nigerii. The third instalment'wi1 pre- believiil a;A tilld" in i;;i; t;;; matesphere where thc limit of peres-
serir the ethnicqu.riion in Nii.iii'r,ii- ;-h;;.;h"tt;ng.a,-ittiiit iiiih,iii-.i troika. and gtasnost will be deter-
ioii.utty. "ui i* *iiiii"-itL""""i.it ;rii.r;il;t qlestion had been re- mined'
of socidlist vision of il;;;;;;i;ir: iot"ialn itJi."i"iu"i., "Jotr,ir _ Bu1in.1qit9of thedifficultiesof the
The fourth instalment will deal wiih East European socialist countries. Presenl, it is to Eastern Europe that I
conditions and aireuions iy iiluii'. nri tti iogl . i p-"-r*iii*ii;J;il- turn when it comes to the quistion of
And in examinine and sussestins con_ noil and i'hc crisis of de-stalina"tion a.rticul-ating and prescribingthe condi-
iriii;;;;il';;;;tii.iii. iEF."iiji? iiir unJ r*i"rlrt renewat have exploded tions for the sdlution oflhe ethnic
be made to other connrries. For the the illusion. For the pr.r"nt'Ctnni. question. I make this choice for two
ethnic question is noi ""iqr. io convulsion in the SoviJt Union, gui- reasons. 1.1. th-e.. firsr place. this is

Nigerra. garia and Yugoslavia. erc, are.o',pu- jtli'.;fi,1':'rfl',ffJ,'il f"t":f,,*:We srurt our inventory from East- rable in seriousness. to the Soviet hnd hypocrisy. in tt"'i".ond place,
ern Europe. CivilWar(1918-20).theWorldWartt ir,iiii'iri".i.iir.i.'iri,'rengagedbattte

One oi the main platforms of the andthe(194548)Civil Warsthatcon- to resotve the ethnic question wjthin
Russian Socialist Revolution in l9l7 solidated the h6gemony of socialist the framework of socillism.
was the freeing of the oppressed forces in Eastern Europe after the tn Nigeria, it"-.it,ni. question
nationalities within the Russian *oAa W"i takes thienlarged and complLx form
EmpirS -- one of the largest empires The starting point in any analysis of of ethnic-reli[ious contridictions.
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Continued from last Thursday SociaHfisnm and the ethmf,c questiom t2)tion of this, as indicated in the first
lnstalement, is that perhaps we
would not have had anv disiussion
of this extremely seositive and
potentially explosive political act if
General Bali had not spoken- This
is another dimension of our national
predicamend: Opportunism and
political timidity among the elite in
general and the inteiligentsia in par-
ticular.
'' The Bali story is now well-

known. The president decided to
restructure and reconstitute t}te
c.ouplrl'l central military and poli-
tical institutions at the end of hst
vear. Ar the end of the c,rercise,
carrieC our allegedly by him alone,
or with the help of a nurntrer of
advisers, trut definltelv outside the
Anrred Forces Euline Council
(AFRC), the balance 5f political
lo-rces in these institutions on the
ethnir-religiour p!ane Xrad shiftetl
heavily in favour ol people of lsla-
rnic faith and frorn the northerfl-
rnost part cf the country. This in-
controvertible, empincal fact says
nothing of its own'anticidents, in-
terests, logic of developnnent or !r!o-
tive force. It can therefbre be at best
the beginning of an. objective analv-

srs,, noL rts conclusion.
But a failure trl state

their fact in any intervention
cannot be justified either on the
basis of sociaiisr belief or on the
basis of patriotism anri nationalism"
0n the contrary it will be sheer
nypoc,'lsy, opportunism or, timiditv
to fail to state such a crucial facr in i
country where ethno-religious con_
traclictions are- so real" s. wide_
spread, so sharp, and so exploitabie
by reactionaries and eneimies of
progress. Genuine patnuts and
soclahsrs- have no business entering
a pact of silence"

Appreciating_the very deep cynic-

By Edwin Madunagu
ism and uncharitableness that char-
acterise social relations and public
discussions in this country, I nbed to
emphasise two points over and over
again: The institutions affected in
tsabangida's exercise are state (that
is public) institutions, not private,
or civil institution; and the sphere of
observation is the ethno-religious
sphere. not class sphere. But the
ethno-religious sphere is very im-
portant as I indicated in the last in-
stalment. It is so rrnportant that a
crisis on it can tear the country
apart.

Ethno-religious war, a clear
possitrility in this country, will at
best throw the socialist ques-
tion into a vacuum. At worst it r+'ill
split the main trulk of Nigerian
socialists thernselvcs and puslithem
behind rival Lrourgeois leaders 

- as
happened during the Civil War.
Genuine patriois and socialists
therefore have a duty !9 themselves
and their counrry to 

-prer.ent 
this-

eventuality. And the beginning of
this effort is a fearless intervention.

The first major reaction to the
personnel changes came from I_t.
General Domkat Eali, who in-
formed the nation, via a press brief-
-ing, that tre felt personally hurni- 

.liated ovef his deployment, frorn
the offices of Defenct Minister anci
Chairnan of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff to that of lnterior lvlinister.
tsut he imputed no ethnic or reli-
gious motives. His complaint was
that the manner of his redeploy-
menr violated the principles of con-
iidentialitv and professrirnal ethics.
Next. the Christlan Association of
Nigeria (C,A,N) organised and car-
ried out peaceful protest rnarches
led by Archbish"ops and Bishops in
some rnajor cities in the north _

including Kaduna, Bauchi, Jos and
Kafanchan. The march in Akure
was aborted by the police.

The Christian Association's let-
ters of protests, handed over to the
governors of thc respective states,
s.aw, the. regime,s military and poli-
trcai redeployments as a itage in the
rmptementation of a planned isla_
mrsation of Nigeria. -Many 

other
church leaders across the 

-country

iss-ued statements to the sami
effect.

This was a very serious develoo-
ment, and I told many people so. Tuput the matter directly: Tne
archbishops and bishops, nirt trooii_
gans or "undesirable" elements, leC
protest marches on political rnatters
rs a senous and frightening develop
ment. Anyone who cloes nol sc.r
thrs, or. who tries to play it dowra
cannot be a patriot and cannot be a
p-rogressive. Of course, such a per_
son cannot .!e a socialist.

A ,few days before the protest
marches. while swearing in Navy
C-ommodore Lamba C*E*us zi'..-
placement for Generatr Bali iri tile
Interior Ministry, the presidenr ha<J
sard that in appoinrrnent to pubiic
otttces,'"there is no Nr;rfir" n<r
South, and no &fi<!die Belt. nn
Christianity., no Islarn. Th";. ;;
Nrgena ano a Nrgerian nation.,, I
a.m charitable. I therefore take it
that the Presicient was merelv stat_
ing a hope and perhaps u p"ir"""f
commitment, but not an objective,
ernpirically verifiable reality. Twosenlor army officers" whn also
appear t+ tre powerfill, Ivfajer-
Generai f}ongoyaro, an;i Malor-
General Nasko, rn wrdelr publi-
cised comroents denied tfraf reli-
gious and ethnic considerations in-
fluenced_the appointments. Nasko,

, Fage 13

in addition, absolved the president
of the charges of dictatorial tenden_
cies. He. insisted, however, that
slnce milltary deployments are ex_
clusively rnilitary allairs, civilians

have no busrness commenting on
them. 'Ihis statement is unpatri-otic,
provocative and insensitive" tt de-
serves to be denounceC by all, in-
cluding the President hims-elf.

Chief Moshood Abiola led the
civiiian intervention. He urged
Nigerians ro accept the chanseiin
good taitti and face the challenles of
}}.t* r.y1.u." because,_ accordiig to
hrrr:,. "rhe-country is bigger rhai in_
drvrduar.r." He, Iike Nasko, be_
Ireveri that the president had theright" and power to rnake the
appotntment" Tai Solarin. on his
part" admitted that the appointment
wereskewed. Saying tha't he was for
alt religions, he cailed on the presi_
dent to correct the imbalance. Wole

Soyinka app-eaied for calm..
While admitting that the religious

and ethnic dimensions of the
appointments had not struck hirn, he
sau, a positive side to the increased
concentration of powers in the hands
of the President. The concentration
of powers according to Soyin-ka netw
makes the President directly answer-
able_ for the ways the affairs
ot the country are run. Soyinka,
however, warned against all acts of
omlssron or commission that might
disrupt the transirion. For he Jiw
the latter- as the critical programme
on which the presideht -can 

be
judged.

,T!HE celebration, during thet second weefr ofJanuary,ilf the
20th anniversary of the end of the
Nigerian Civil Warbecame, like the
controversy over the removal of
General Bali, an occasion to debate
our enduring ethno-religious oues-
tion. The African Guardian bllazed
the trail with the cover-story Whose
Nation? The depttr of the ethnic
antagonisrn and prejudice revealed
ln an anempi to discuss some of the
questions raised in The African
Cuardian story in a series of otnei-
wise enlightened and progressive
gatherings shocked ine,io tiie mar_
rows. After reeovering.froral the
s!oei.'. I decided to writi this series

l dl articles, and to he as ddwn_to_
' earthsae pos*ihte.
* r The title of the series was there_
..fore chosen deiiLreratelv: For the
term "ethnic" or,'trihai,' convevs
the reality of our situation mu6tr
more directly and correctly than the
alternative telm ..nationat', 

whictl,rn our peculiar circumstances,
sounds too esoteric and too flatter_
ing. This choice was further sug-
gested antX endorsed by the donii-
nant character of the responses
which ttre ..Bali crisis" generate.l

; across th{x fiationai political spec_
, trurn.

This second instalment is an in_
I:1tpry of ihe rnssi represenrarive,
or. urese responses, But the first
rnrng to note is that the rnore serious
responses calllc, not as responses torne restructuring anri reconstltution
of state institutions wtrict the $resi-
dent carried out at the emel df the
year. They carne as responses, frrst,
to tsaii's own responsc anci then ai
respon$_es ts_-the_ response of the
Christian Ass,ociaticlm of Nigqira
(CAN)- They were therefore-';re-
sponses to responses". The rrnplica-

Soyinka's interventicn sxtrJre$$*s
a certain dangerou$ renderlay on the
Iefl: Avoidrng "narlonal oirrl.', But
then these dirts define Nigeria. t
shall come bacL tc thrs.
* To be contiruued next Thursd*y..
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Continued from last ThursdaY

fD enCftNG to the protest
-[f march organised by the
Christian Association of Nigeria
over the alleged "Islamisation of
Nigeria" the Nigerian Labour
Congress (NLC) issued a state-
ment calling on Nigerian workers
to remain steadfast on their c/css
platforrn and refuse to be in-
volved in ethno-religious strug-
gles. While a well-known social-
ist, of the older generation, in a
private discussion, expressed
happiness at the NLC's state-
ment. his younger compatriot was
of the opinion that by dodging a
critical national issue, the NLC,
as a claimant to the leadership of
the country, had committed a
great political blunder. The young
man * whose name I shall not
disclose because the discussion
was a private one - was correct,
hundred per cent.

The African Guardian, in its
edition of January 29, succeeded
in widening the scope of the de-
bate by conducting a series of in-
teniews with intellectuals and
academics. The main responses to
the magazine's questions can be
summarised. Thomas Ankpe, a
Theatre Arts lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Jos, affirmed: "The
north is an illusion. We, the Mid-
dle Belters, have our own reli-

cent... It is ironic that while the
Hausa man does not see us as
Hausa, southerners think we are

Hausa." Obaro Ikime, a re-
nowned professor of history at the
University of lbadan, observed
that if we take the Niger-Benue
river system as the boundary of
the north and the south of Niger-
ia, then the social and political
domination of the south by the
north has been a continuous fea-
ture of our history. The north-
south dichotomy has worsened
over time and, according to him it
has now been reprociuced in the
constituent states: Benin-Delta
dichotomy (in Bendel State),
Ekiti-Ondo dichotomy (in Ondo
State) Anambra North versus
Anambra South, the UplanC-
riverine dichotomy (in Rivers
Stiite) etc,

The running commentaryof the
African Guardian is appropriate
here. According to the magazine,
if the "south" within the context
of north-south dichotomy means
"political co-ordination arnongst
Igbos, Yorubas and the southern
minorities, then there is definitely
no south: A geographical entity

- yes. The north worked harder
to construct a monolith. And the
idea of this monolith was accepted

by Edwin, Madunagu
by southerners to the extent of
their regarding any Nigerian from
across the Niger-Benue as
Hausa." Like lkime, Ade Aiayi,
a retired professor of histoiy,
feels that the federation is strui-
tured against the minority ethnic
groups. Furthermore, the use of
state power through federal char-
z,.lter. quotas, appointments, re-
cruitments have been conducive
to the maximisation of the heee-
mony of the dominant eth;ic
groups." Ajayi and Ikime are
almost correct. They would have
been even more io had they
added the class perspectives.
however slightly.

- Osisioma Nwolise, Niyi Osun-
dare and Kunle Amdwo, all
teachers at the University of lba-
dan stated the formal l-eftist or
maxist position. They admitted
the reality of the ethnic question,
but insisted that the ruling class
manipulates, fuels, and -hence

perpetuates ethnic-religious con-
tradictions not as an en-d in itself,
but as a means of pgrpetuating its
own rule. While Nwolise said ihat
ethno-religious crisis reached
their highest levels under the
military, Osundare and Amuwo

were convinced that the military
cannot solve them-because "milif-
ary politics drives on the basis of
thi:'ethnic question." The"leftist
academics cannot be faulted. But
they are still abstract. For their
thesis is as correct for Kenya and
Mauritania as it is for Nigeria.

Ola Oni, a leading Nigerian
socialist and a retired university
teacher of political economy,
argued that the ethnic question is
a "divisive weapon against orga-
nised forces of'the m'asses" a"nd
"part of a rather elaborate effort
to sustain primitive accumulation
and bourgeois rule." Ola Oni and
the three academics mentioned
above prescribed sopialism as
solution to the problefo because
in the words of Amuwb, "with
socialism will come the politics of
ideology, hence the hope oftrans-
cending the primordial defects of
religion and ethnicity." The same
general formula which has failed
to work wonders in Eastern
Europe. The question is: What is
missing in this formula? For
something is definitely missing.

0n solutions, Ikime suggested,'
among other things, the setting-
up of a commission to protect
ethnic rights and a constitutional
court to safeguard the interests of

minorities. Ajayi, on his parr,
suggested the institution of popu-
lar democracy, promotion of dur-
able federation and the democra-
tic use of state power. Now, if wc
add the prescriptions of Ajayi and
lkime to those of the leftist
academics, summarised in the last
paragraph, we have wtrat in my
opinion, is a close approximation
to the correct solution. The fact
that the elements of this combina-
tion come from different perspec-
tives is very instructive.

The responses from the news-
papers were perfectly predict-
able. While some, unambiguously
supported either the North and
Islam or the South/Middle Belt
and Christianity, others tried to
construct a national platform
based on religious pluralism and
ethnic equaliry. But with the ex-
ception of The Guardisn no other
newspaper really took an unambi-
guously nationalistic line. Their
intervensions on the side of the
Nigerian nation were largely apo-
logetic, opportunistic an-d timid.

These thbn are the main public
respdnses_ to the ethnic question
as seen thr_ough the end-of-year
presidential appointments 

-and

conf-erments. A deeper apprecia-
tion of their import deririnds a
brief return to th6 historial found-
ations of this inrportant question.
t To be continued next Thursdav

Socialism and the ethnic question (3)

, culture. language and des-
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t Continued from last Thunday

for the Eastern and Westem Pro-
vinces.

states that have been created since
1963. This is reqrettable, but inevit-
able. But mordreqrettable and in-
evitable is the facithat though the
orisinal three regions have ceased
to Exist - havinE been carved out
into 2l s1a1s5 --: the structure of

Socialism and the ethnic question (4)fl Y the end of last centurv. Bri-
.Ltain had conquered virtuiilv all
the future conitituent parts of
present-day Nigeria. In 1890, the
British government proclaimed the
Protectorates of Northern and
Southern Nieeria. The Colonv and
Protectorate-of Lagos was, in i906,
merged with the "Protectbrate of
Southern Nigeria. And in 1914, the
two Protectorates were brought
together under one single coloriial
polity - strechins frori Sokoto to
Calabar, from Mdidueuri to Lasos.
from Kano to Benin. Thus. forciblv
brought together were hundreds ot
previouslv mutuallv-indeoendent
lommuniiies at varidus hriels and
stages of evolution: Clans, tribes,
ethnic groups. nationalities and na-
tions. This'act of creation out in
place the first layer of the fdunda-
tion of the ethnic question in
.\lEr.na.

f-ater the fwo protectorates into'
uhich Nieeria was divided were re-
narnr..d Groups of Provinces. In
1939. the Northern and Southern
Provincei were broken into North-
ern. Eastern and Western Grouos
of Provinces. Though the count'ry
was, at this time a single coloniil
te#tory, in the formal iense, there
were, in practice, two separate cr;n-
tral administrations. One for the
Northern Fronvinces and the other

approximately.hatf the -popylation.In the second place, each reston was
dominated socially, econ6micalh.

fi:ffiJllf i'i1fJft:isP,tti:tf;
fr[s!yr.* rgbo and the west by

ln the third place, almost 400
other ethnic groups scattered in the
three regions were minorities. In
the North, in addition ro Hausa-
Fulani who in l95Z-53 Censui-
accounted for half of the popuiil
tion, there were the Kanuril f.luJe-
Tiv, Igala, Idorna, Gwarri. isbiia-
Biron, Chamba, Jaba, Suia,'EgeOi
de etc. In the East, there weri- in
addition to the lgbos, who coniti_

taneously, three Regional Houses
of Assembly, one for each of the
three provinces, were established.'ihus national politics, as distinct
from-narionalist politics, did not
start.inNigeria until 1940, that is,
barely 14 yeare before independ-
ence. This por... is often forgotten
by analysts.

Nigeria emerged as a federation
through the Riclrard's Constitution
(1946), the Macpherson Consritu-
tion (1951) and a iouple of consritu-
tional conierences in1954 in such a
way that it could not escape futurC
e-thnic crisis. For the founha$on of
the ethnic question was cemented
by and through these constitutions.
In the first place, the Northern Re-
gion occupied three-quarters of the
land area ofthe new federation and

In the fourth place, the resions
themselver.were'powerful poiitical
centres. The ctintral aufhorities
were weakened to the same demee.
This,incongiuity was a delibrat6 act.
hurthermore, the British colonial
authorities employed a method of
administration known as the In-
direct Rule: A method wherebv
some institutions of .the colonised
people were employed to rule over
them. It happenid that tlw traditbn-
al inst'tfritiotts chucn wcrc tltorr dilE domirurrt etluric evout s-

The irony of ourf,ist6rv is thar
$gspiteltc- pgs4e d finc, Oc
bloody Civil War, Ihe lip*ervie to
national unity, the break-uo of the
former three-regions into 21 states
and a Federal Ci.pital Territorv. the
foundations of the ethnic qu6siion
have not been weakenea. tnO-eld.
not only have their foundations be-

ByEdwinMadunagu coalition which took over Power
from the British colonial authorities

tuted about three-fifths of the
in 1960, and which has remained in
power
tried to

ever stnce, has of course.
resolve the ethnicpopulation, the Efik, Ibibio. Iiaw.

Ekoi, Bekwarra, Yalla etc. In thd
West, in addition to the yorubas
who constituted the maioritv. there
were the Edo, Urhobo,Isokir, Ijaw,
Igbo, Itsekiri etc.

colonial capitahst political economy
and naturahv und6r its own oolitica'l
rule. Theirs-olution has faildd tarse-
ly because of the .xtntradictions ind

but thev have tried to do this onlv
within 'the framc-work of ned-

"onstraints of their framework: For
the ethnic ouesti.rn which the rulins
class seeks'to solve is defined iil
terms of the existine social struc-
ture, which guaranties and repro-
duces its own power. This structure
is one of domination-
subordination, and it has two
dimensions: Class and ethnic.

that a
whole

come stronger the dynamics and
logic of bourgeois politics lead to
the. intensification of the question
and to further re-inforcement of the
foundations.

The bourgeois-feudal

exisi
conscrousness

theNorth

domination

in the South
them as "north."
ethnic factions
cla"; are thus
Ior a new

East-West,

in the

remain
notwith-

over-
lower

central
It was only in 1946
legislature for the
was established. Simul- ruling

This saine double-laver structure
was reproduced in eacfi ofthe three
regions where one bourgeois ethnic
fadtion exercises hesemSnv: Hausa-
Fulani in the North] Yorriba in the
West. and lqbo in the East. Thev
have atso bein reproduced in all th6

I 1ry6v f2ir4y rq 1l.g

domination

and
the

and

engaged;irt'

West.
I

I

l,

I

)

I
)
)
)

turning
classes
other

see it
tion by
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dthe ethnic question (s) 'would ordinarilY mean the self-

determination of-the ruling class,"
the bourgeois class The wor'king

By EdwinMadunagu

able. For a foreigh power that saw
nothing wrong in the enslavement
of a whole people could not be
bothered by the relative domination
of one section of these people by
another. The problem was then pas-
sed over to the "native" feudal-
bourgeois coalition to which the
colonial power handed ovcr Power
at indcp6ndence. in 1960. The ex-
tent to which this ruling coalition
has been able to resolve the ques-
tion 30 years after independencc
has been shown in the preceeding

tion. Proceedrng as a socialist and

from the premtse of socialist revolu-

tion and the emanciPation of the
*litinn r"onle, she aigued that the

.r".iffi'or iiehts is a question 9f
d,rwer ond must be settled as such'

She orovided an illustration: "Tell-
ine the workers theY have the right
to"self-determination is like telling
'them that theY have the right to eat
off sold ptati:s." In other words,
riphis havb to be won. not abstractly
oioclaimed. This is a maximalist
ilosition. 11 is correct: but it is un-
helpful in Practical Politics.

The socialist movement has not

neoole would be left in a subordin-
iric oosition as before. So Luxem-
hurg hacl argued..But then the
sociitist movement is a movement
aqainst all forms of oPPression:
Ficonomic. political, social, ethnic'
iacial. sex. hnd religious. Socialists
cannot denv anY oT them without
running into serious contradictions
onJ ii.lne a huge Prohlem of credi-
t,iiirv. N,it can 

"so6ialists argue that
the itrusgle against particular forms
or- 

-ofpl?ssidn. such as cthnic
.,rrn.o.lion. must wail until some
otder forms, such as class oPPres-

siorr, have been removed.

Secondlv. socialists in Nigeria
and elsewhere painfully realise that
ihc principle of self-determination'
if oushed to the extreme' may en-

.nL.ose secession struggles and

evcntilaltv lead to disintegration'
Alt sociaiists in Nigeria stand tor
One Nic.eria. But should theY, 9n
this acdount - for fear of dtstn-

i;;;"iil -- 
dcny the PrinciPle. of

seif-determination? Or should they
iAro.ut" its abridgement? In a

iiiuation such as ours where ethno-
relis,ious domination €xists as an

e"r6iiiiaftv verifiable. objective
faci and is reflected in the people's
consciousness, and where the posst-

bilitv of secession advocacy exists'
tro#Oo socialists reconcile the prin'
ciple of self-determination wlth the

cdmmitment to Preserving and en-

hancing rlationa[ unitY?

. To be continued n.ext Thursdav

been able to resolve the argument
between Lenin and Luxemburg'
Ana tn" problem is not resolve, as'siuii" 

ttiJo to do. through crinrinal
anri ivnical abridgemeni of princi-
oi.t. bt bv dismiising Luxemburg

and sticking to leninist postulations
il'it;l' ;.1.ral forrnd' Although
Gnin *aI correct' in general' con-

[*"otuiv develoPlients have

iuu[ttt ,i to go back to this argu-

mefir an<t rclate it to the concrete

ili;i;#l 
-ixpcriences' we, in

i,iiniriu. dare irot embrace dogmat-
isrfr or escapism on this questlon'
There is a serious problem to solve'
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