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Tnrmp and
o

tacist, xenophobic re, ection of
the West r aneotib

T T is the earlv hours of FridaY,
I trtv 22, 2076'andas I have betir
I hoing in ttre last three daYs, I
have been sittine uP late into the
earlv hours of th6 ni:w daY watch-
ins ielevision broadcast o[ the Re-
oriblican Partv's National Con-
iention on the CtN channel' Be-

cause I am in Berlin, GermanY that
is six hours ahead of the Eastem
Standard Time (EST) of the United
States. tonieht as in each of the last
ttuee nieh6, I have to persevere till
the weelours of the moming. This
is unusual for me as the onlY thing
that I normally watch on television
this late is teinnis and then onIY
when it is one of the four so-called
"Opens" - Australian, French,
Wiinbledon and American. So
what is there in the Republican
National Convention that has kept
me sobewitchingly glued to the tel-
evision for hours on md? The an-
swer to this is simple and unam-
biguous: the coming American
presidential election in November
2OtO is so portentous, both for the
United States and the rest of the
world, that I want to see and hear
everything that leads to it. More on
this point concerning the portents
of this year's American presiden-
tial elec{on for the rest of ihe world
later.

For now, it is difficult for me to
hide my gladness that many things
have gone wrong with arrd ir the
Republican Convention, from the
deliberate and en nassabsence of
most of the "heayyweieht" lead-
ers of the Party; to the riidelv dis-
cussed plagiarism ofMilhele
Obama's speech at the 2008 Demo-
cratic Convention by Melania, the
wife of Donald Trump,in her
speech at the Convention on open-
ing night; and the refusal of Ted
Cruz, who was one of Trump's ri-
vals during the primaries, fo en-
dorse Trump in his speech last
night at ^ this R'epublican
Convention.One of tlie much
touted daims of Trump in his elec-
toral campaign is thaf nearly eve-
rything in America is brokeh and
q{y he_, Donald Trump, can fix
things. Well, how come then that
so many things in his Convention
are so broken that it is not onlv
embarrassing for his partv brit
calls into queJtion his claim 6f ne-
roic, superhuman and techno-
cratic deirl-making efficienry? Can
a man who cannot run a partv
Convention smoothly and effi-
cienfly run an entire c6untrv. that
counbry Ei"g the richest and'most
powerfuI nation in the world?

A!9y. everything else in this
Republican ConvenTion and fii
beyond the sheer noise and spec_
tade that we get in all Conventibns,
I haye been struck by the extreme
level of mob and (erd insiincis
*d"Xg the thousanas gathered ii
the Convention. It is n6thine less
than what you would g;t';t;
mass, -open-airprayer meitine of
one ot our evangelical denorr[na_
Ilgns, . 

especially the sort of
rrronysian tranzy that you see and
hear at a gatheiing of the Moun_tam ot l.ire and Miracles
halleluiahllast night, o"" of1n"tgtw€d speakers, Governor Chris
qhris$e gt.Nqg j*r"y,-&o* [G
crowg at the Convention into an
apoplectic ftet:.zy of violent iage

xffiilrlifficf,mffi,fl:r"ffi
of 'I4tl.rf"it HerrjaU Herl;;-tfral
soundecl very mudr like ,,Kill Her!Kill Her! Kill Herltirof.r""f"
s$'ezu ftat the last time thaii;ri,

an. electioneering gathering get
orrven rnto such a paroxvsm of
hate, anger and violeirt woids and
expressions was in my childhood
in lhe e-arly 1950s in tolonial Ni-
gena when electoral politics was
no more and no less than the con-

abo.uj this point. Xenophobic and
anh-mmigrant anti-globalization
$ qurte conunon in the rich coun-
kies of the West and it has been so
for about a decade now. As a mat-
ter of fact, this is the ideoloeical and
political fuel that powers"the na-
$on{igm of manybf the extreme,
far-right parties irf Europe. Whai
rc perhaps unique of Trirmp and
the mass movement that lie has
fostered is a very plain, verv explicii
rejection of free.tiade elob'alizition
and its many transnitional prac-
tices-, protoiols and treatie's, so
much so that he has openlv and
vociferously stated that'if efected,
he will restind all the free-trade
treaties that Obama and the Re_
publican presidents before him
have signed with parhrers in Eu_
Lope, N_orth Ameiica and Asia.

ilttfr li'#f,Slt'"1:::il'1",1
crrrrency manipulations thit un_
clerwrite indebledness and huee
trade deficits of Americu io Ur?i
gountry. And he has stated tfut asl'resrdent, he will reinstate openprotectionist policies ' to
r.onvigorate industiial factorv pro
duction to create hundreds o(tfiou-
sands of jobs for American;;;k_

sranrs of the IMD for dose to three
[ecades now, the middle class, tre
workins people and the Poor of the
rich coftitri& of the global No'rth
have been experienciig S4P qtY
in sliehtlv less than one decade.
All tHe dame, SAP is SAP and
Trump is the fust maior asPirant
to veiv hieh office in a Western
.or.,ti wi"th a chance to win that
has articulated a fierce opposition
to neoliberalglobaltation in Ems
that seem u-ncannily similar to
what we have been *f g in the
dobal South for a lonq time now.
Is this a hopeful portEnt? I don't
think so. esbeciafv if one consid-
ers the fite bf ge.riie Sander dtr-
ing the DemocraticParly primaries
to-that of Donald Trump in the
Reoublican primaries.

'At the ri'st of oversimplifica-
tion, I would argue that Bernie
Sanders, whose anti-neoliberalisrt
was at least as passionate as
Trump's if not morb so, could and
would not connect his anti-
neoliberalism and economic na-

Third World. In other words, in
one part or region of the world, the
wealth generaled by andfrom fr*
trade neoliberal globalization has
in many places left as large asTV/o
of the population desperatelv ooor
and maiginalized, iarrute in'an-
other part or region of the sarne
world, the percentage of the trulv
disadvantaeed and-Door is (onlri)
25% overalY. Of couise, for in-iv
countries of the global North 25dlo
of desperately poor people in the
total population is a historical hiph,
but so far this has not been suffi-
ge.ntly weighty enough to tilt the
balan'ce in Ihe'directi6n of an all-
out assault on neolihal slcfrlaliza-
tion as we have it in Durafi Tmmo.
Which is why we have b zero in
on the dimerisions of xerrmhobia.
racism, farism, lgtamrytrobia anci
misogyny as the factrrs-trat finallv
secured the electoral vifries fo'r
Trump ttrat eluded Betr& Surders.

As I listened to Tnsp,s acreot-
ance speech farawav ftrrir america
in Berlin in the earfu U trb mom-
ing, his fascism arid srohobia
seerned to me trenEiS"i*rt 11rc
most clamant dimenirns of'the
economic nationalism that is the
9o1e- of -the appeal trd lc peniallv
holds for whiE, bhr<dhr wor(_
eF in the so<alled .rust bdto re_
gion of the- country. Fasdsm also
once rose like a Utaik fuiaetEe in
Bedin lqss than a aerttry aeo; rrd
also, its hordes of fr,enzld;ffi;;:
qs such as thme at the Reorfitca;
C on vention, were arawn' mfr ,-
tro-m terus of milliurs of deeplv dii
a.ffected blue-collar *or-tE# ila
declgss6 middle cla*s yy6i6!ffi
professionals. Is this a p""t"nt. 

"
SfiliTtg,P,$il11#,,'ffi .Hrrus wul be our starting point in
next week's cqrtinuatirn"d d-;
ries.

Biodun
bFyifo@faqnarvard.eftr leItfo

eral globalization in
h6pefut portent? (1)
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.Donald Trump "Economic nationalism weldedglobalization"' to xenophobia and incipient fascism in the heartland of neoliberal
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ers. Sounds like demands you usu-
ally get from the anti-neoliSeral Left
in Africa and manv other parts of
the developine wbrld? Unoues-
tionably so^, ex"cept that this'is a
candiddte of one of tne two maior
ruling class parties of America, dhe
heartfand oI neoliberal elobaiiza-
tion, makine these deminds.

There isin even more uncanny
similarity of TrumD's anti-
neoliberal qloba I i zz1iep tb the ideo-
logical vieils of progressive activ-
ists in the develbpiig world and
this is to be found in Tirmp's claim
that while neoliberal elobllzation
has generated unp"recedented
quantities of money iarealth, the Ii-
on's share of that wealth has eone
to a few rich therebv immeriLelv
widening the gap 6etween th'e
haves and the havenots.The care.
ful regular reader of this column
might-have noticed that this was
ind:ed ? p.oint that I made again
fmo agam rn my recent tweweek
series on global political economv
lefore anc[ after heotberalism. Oir
this particular point, let me sav
again that while-our peoples in Af-
rica and the develbpihe world
have been continuouilv SepFrE
(SAP - Strucrural ea;ujtnrent no
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HIS was the note on which
we ended the column last
week: Donald Trump linked

his economic nationalism and

Trump and racist,xenoPhob
or"iection ofo

rc
neoliberal obalization in the West - a

T eful portent? Ql
manent siese on Consress in oar-
tkular andill politicaT appoiniees
would put an end to business as
usual. ln other words, Sanders has
repeatedly told his supporters,
"dort't expect that after vou elect me
into offiie you can s6 home and
leave evervthine to mE and mv cabi-
ne! no, v6, *i[ not go hom'e, you
will remhin oermaneritlv mobilized
to make sur6 ttat thingd will not go
back to business as usual".

I started this series with the idea
of portents in the current American
presidential electoral campaigns
and retum to that topic in my con-
cluding observations and ieflec-
tions. As we now know, thanks to
the hacking of the emails of the
Democratic National Committee,
Sanders was defeated by Clinton
in part because she is the candidate
preferred by the Establishment. ln
Iairness though, diehard Sanders
partisans must admit that Clinton
did win a resounding majority and
pltuality over Sandeis and that, in
the words of Chinua Achebe, it is
not moming yet on creation day tor
the sort of lef t-wing anti-
neoliberalism of their her5, Bemie
Sanders. If Sanders had defeated
Clinton in the primaries, and iI he
had then gone to bounce Trump in
the general elections, that would
have been a portent of great sigmfi-
cance to all of us across the world
for it would have indicated that it is
not necessary to link anti-globali-
zation wit6 xenophobia and
racismin order to winelections and

hop
anti-slobalization - America fust!
- wi"th xenophobia, racism and
Islamoohobid and this is whv his
messagi, his demagoguery ha6 cre-
ated a mass movement numbered
in the tens of millions, especially
among the white working class. Is
this a-portent, a frightening por-
tent foithe future? No, I don't think
so, I wrote last week and write
again this week. Let me now ad-
dress this issue in this closing piece
in the series.

First of all, and as a slight quali-
fication of what might appear as
an over-confident assertion that
Trump and his movement do not
represent deeply troubling augu-
ries for the future of our global com-
munity, let me admit that there is
great cause for alarm in the suc-
cesses of Trump, fust through the
Republican Parlv's orimaries and
now in the un'folding see-saw
movement of the polls between
him and Hillarv Clinton. Ordinar-
ily and on any rireasure of decency,
niaturity ahd responsibilitir,
Trump should be in the gutter, in
the sinkhole of public and electoral
popularity. His vulgarity, his bom-
bastic egomania, his mendacity
and his ieckless disresard for ai-
countability for his" past and
present misileeds are uhmatched
in American electoral politics in the
lasthundred years. hdeed, inJanu-
ary this year,Trump went so iar as
to"declaie that if he'went down the
streets of New York City and shot
dead the first person h'e met, the
masses would still stick with him!
That such an odious person and a
politician with the mind and the
morality of a teenager with a se-
vere case of arrested emotional and
ethical development is ridins so
high in electoril popularity i""tne
nchest and most powerful country
in the world should be worrisom'e
for all of us, especiallv as the fun-
damental basis of his appeal is a
total re,ecqon of neoliberal globali-
zation and its discontents. -

Trump and his mass movement
are troubling also because they
present us all with an all too famil-
iar reminder of how all human be.
ings typically behave when con-
fronted with severe economic hard-
ship, this being the tendenry to djs-
ptace our anger/ resentment and
bittemess on [he strangers, the col-
lective "other" amone"rrs. Remem-
ber the "Ghana MusiGo,, debacle
toAfrican unity ?nd solidarity in
1983 when an rirder was sivei bv
the govemment of Shehu"Shaeafi
for the expulsion of about two ilril-
lions "aliens" from Nieeria within
a period of two weekf? After the
economic boom of the 197s, oil
prices had slumped and the
economy had sharply contracted.
Moreover, elections wilre approach-
ing and Shagari and tfi6 NpN
found it expeilient to .tisplace the
anger and resenhnent of tlie masses
on"foreigners", especially the Gha-
naians who numbered d solid one
million arnong the two million or-
dered expelletl. I remember it dis-
tinctly now with a rueful aneer that
tus never gone away: Slusii's ex-
pulsion of [he Ghaniians ind other
!!a! African nationalswasuery Wpu-unn our country, especiallu in La_
gos. And this is noi in aiv *uu
mitigated by the fact that'aborit
two decadeo before "Ghana Mtrst
Go", tlt gor/errunent of Glrana tnd

things stand now, Clinton has
taken on board some of the items
on the Sanders electoral platform.
This too has a portent specffic to it:
depending or\ hot" sincere she
proves to be if she wins the elec-
tions in November, we rna\/ see and
get some reforms to neoliberalism
tlnt we have not seen so far in any
Western country, least of all iir
America itseLf, the heartland, the
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neoliberal
lnlr:.7969 itseH expelled hundreds of

thousands of "foreigners", most of
them Nigerians, froh Cnarn. And
then of c:ourse, there is post-anart-
heid South Africa in ^whicli we
have seen wave after wave of mur-
derous, xenophobic violence
against "foreigirers" in the wake
of thg rising tide of economic and
social insecurity attendant on the
failure of the girvernment and the
ruling party, thE ANC, to effect deep
and meaningful redistribution <if
wealth after'fhe md of apartheid.
Thus, the millions hoopine to the
xenophobic trumpet ofTnimp in-
deed have iustificatory exaninles
and similarities to poiirt to in'our
continent and oth6r parts of the
world.

All these caveats notwith-

contest for the American presidmcv
that concerns me as 'what thi's
would mean for the forces of anti-

lar and more generally, in the
world. What do-l have in mina in
making this observation?

It is one of the sreat resrets of
the present cycle of Xmericai oresi-
dential electibns that both thd aec-
toral plafform and the messaee of
Sand-ers have been gr;sslv
underreported at home in ihe U.S.
itself antl around the world. Other
than the significant fact that he at-
tracted millions of voune oeople
and previouslv urudeisteff krhe
pendents who had fiever pafici-
pated in elections, little tris been
reported or discussed on his abso-
Iute irsistence on the limits to elec-
toral politics in America and what
to do to circumvent and qet bevord
those -lgutr. Specfficall|, Sariders
has addressed the issue-of the crr-
tainty of Consressional oooosition
to tiis proie"ct of disrhhntlins
neoliberilism in favor of an ec#
nomic nationalism that mostlv
favors workine people and th'e
shrinking midEfe cfass. With a
courage and a frankness that are
rare in American electoral oolitics
- indeed in electoral oolitics ill oro
the world - Sanddrs aeain and
again told his supporters ilrat manv
of the things he was promisinl
would not Eet Coneredsional aoY
proval, andErat the6nb wav ttr6v
could be overcome resGtanie anl
blockage from the present political
order was tfuough a perinancnt
political rwolutofr h h;tdch a pe!-

our world through both arms and
diplomary, aegr6ssion and entice-
ment, the sti, k ancl the carrot.

Ou l.i ,,'t)rds, our conduding
thoughts r; r\t go Trump and thE
great tfueat that his cotrpling of eco
nomic naturn.rlism w,ith xenopho.
bia and r rcis.n pocns t . all cif us
qognd iire gloE. [n insrst'rg that
the fuh,redee notbclonstc -rumo
and the rutss r-'overner:titr,at r,. i,.r!
irspired and x.t in rnr.ticn, I am, I
admit, expressint .hc wish, the
hope that he l, 'ses . ,,-l l,,ses mrqht-
ily in November'. lr^-, dre v"ery
chaotic, very per'ilo .; times in our
world and ih'e last thine we need
now is a demagogr-rc, a cYrarlatan, a
corunuu.t and a rabicl misoq\mist at
the helm of aifairs in rhe m66t oow-
erful nation in the rvorlcl. But'l am
also fairly convincer'l that Trumn
will not wh, that the We;tem worlh
is not about to descent into a new
dark age hto to which it will, tLn-
doubtedly, prrll all oi trs in otu plan-
etary home. If the best we can hope
for and get now is Clinton-Sand-
ers, so be it. Let it not be Trumo.
alone, his zupporters t'txrled and [n
their disaffointment- digging
oeep€r unto tne morils.s of the worst
fears and anxieties that plague ts
when tum gr the "enemies" Xmong
and within us.

on a serious project of doing away
wrth tree.trade, neoliberal daoital_
1sm. And on this point, we n&d to
briefly consider'Bernie Sanders
wrro, as a matter of fact, has eiven
9."gp qo"ght to how to'takeofi ttre
u.b. Longress in dealine with
neoliberaf globalization ind its
oscontents in Arnerica in particu_
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