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T SWEAR it: onlY in thinking

I mru*';'f":iii'frxffi:
time in mv life, that it was around
t# *il [i-. ttt t I arrived at the

ase when I could legallY vote and
bE voted for as a Ni-gerian citizen
that I stopped being-a religionist,
soecificalfv'a Chdstian' At flrst, the
.bots of t6e tempora-l and existen-
tial closeness b6tween these two
maior aspects of mY life were very
baffline, bven inscnitable to me. But
not for"iong. For as soon as I began
to think carefullv about the matter,
the nature and source of the rela-
tionship between the two became
clear t6 me almost immediatelY.
\A/hat is this?

Quite simply, it is the fact that
with these two changes in mY life,l
began the long, arduous but also
enormously exhilarating joumey
into moral, psychological and spir-
itual adulthood. ln other words,
arnong the many issues that began
to dominate my thoughts and feel-
ings as a young person moving into
early adulthood in my late teens
and-early twenties, the trnro issues
that held pride of place in my mind
were these two questions of, on the
one hand, politici, with reference to
citizenship rights and obligations
and, on the other hand, r-eligion,
especially as it pertains to a deep
worry or angst as to what could and
would replace formal religion h
Ty life. Weil, so far, so go6d. But
the question arises: why am I re-
tuming to these issues toilay, at this
moment in time in the eishth dec-
ade of my life and two yelrs before
another iound of elecfions in our
country? More concretelv and soe-
cifically, what does tlne lact of inv
not being a religionist have to dtr
with the fact thatl have never voted
nor been voted for within the insti-
tution of electoral politics in our
country? These are the questions
that I wish to explore h il.re series
that begins this-week in this col_
ufiln.

My answer to these two related
questions.will perhaps surprise
ma.ny readers oT this piece, bsoe_
cially those who know of me o'r.,i"
lnrgygh -this column. The answ-
is this: of all the areas of publli life
and culture in our countrv todav.
politics and religion u." if," 

-t#u
ctomams of our collective existence
as a nation that I feeldeeplv ,"*"i
ful that I do not belong tn'r'.,i-omu_
nity; a fellowship; a congresation:

^ 
p?r\ M<lst Mgerians'6ei6ne toano are active in a religious ctn_

gregahcn; an old boys, iir qirls; as_vrcration; a social dr recrcational
oub; a hometown <>r tribal ,,im_

tary association engaged in chari-
table and philanthropic activities;
or a nameless, infomiat arrd "fre"
collection of souls that meet regu-
larly to talk, joke and commune
around life and the currmt state of
things over beer, soft drinks and
snacls. Now,I do notbelong to any
of these kinds of groups; aIrd nei-
ther do I, for that reasbn, feel that
something important is missine in
my life, sdmething that would frve
a richer and more fulfilline m6an-
ing to my existmce. But tt6t is not
the case with groups and collectives
associated with politics and reli-
gion. What do I mean by this?

To put the matter as'simplv and
unambiguously as possible, I'wish
that a political movement of the L,eft

stopping me from realizing
yeamings if they are indeed
vent as I declare them to be?

So, I repeat: about ffi years ago,
I stoooed 6eine a Christiariand I did
not'o'articioatE in electoral politics
at #y levelwhen it became 6oth le-
gal and "civic-minded" for me to do
5o. As I have remarked earlier in this
piece, these were both momentous
irnd linked occurrences in my [ife.
However, I absolutely did not feel
fften the void, the angst that I feel now
n 2017. This assertion may surprise
some readers of this oiece. especiallv
those younger than frfty. Art'thu Fu&
is thaififry i"u.r ugo,I6odd not and
did not feela voidbecause there was
a genuine and extremely vibrant
mass movement for radical and pro-
gressive change in this country that
ilras more naEonwide and infiuen-

and realitv of a profoundly errich-
ine and fulfilliire communitv of
splrit and idealisni that I had fett in
aidzuitlt Christianitv. As a matter of
fact, I must say here, admittedly with
a sense of ndstalsia and sentimen-
taLity that I find dmbarrassing, that
the sense of community and 6llow-
ship that I felt in that mass move-
meht of progressives, radicals and
revolutioharies in my young adult-
hood was deeper, wiser an-d more
self-critical thdn the sense of com-
munity that I had felt as a member
of the'Christian fold.
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My response to this question
may shock many readers of this
pieie, but it shouldn't, in my opin-
ion. And the response is contained
in a twofold answer that states that
(a) today, politics and religion are
the most degraded and confound-
ing areas of our public and associ-
ated existence as a nation and &)
this is so because nowhere else in
the world are politics and religion
so intertwined in a mutually rein-
forcing predatoriness as in our
country at the present time. Because
this view is so central to the issues I
am exploring in Uris piece - and the
series of which it is i part - permit
me to restate the point that I am
making here in simple English: poli-
tics in our countrv todav is so sin-
gle-minded in relentlessly looring
and wasting the nation's resources
and patrimony primarily because
it is tremendodslir aided by relision;
and religion on-its own part is so
obsessively devoted to mohev-mak-
ing because it is closely ali{ned to
politics. In other words, aXd sim-
ply put, one is the other side of the
same coin of exploitation and ideo_
logical mystifichtion based on the
enslavement of thc vast maioritv of
Nigerians of all faiths, att irriHfcii
persuasions arrd all ethno-iesional
communities. If this is the ciSe H>day,.it needs to be stated ;ith;,
Ty.h emphasis as possible thit
llrlngr have not alwhys heen like
tnts. rnpolitics nn61 religion in Ni_
Ferra. Ihis obstrvatiori leads me
?.,1.K j:, the point in timc at which,srmyllan-eously, it became lesallv
Posslblc_k)r me to vote and be ,)'otel
ror and I stoppc.d beine a Christian.
together with how thislehtes to the

not different in essence from the
thinss that I discussed with farm-

"o 
rld mral dweUers at Ode0rnu

near Ife where, for a short time,Ihad
been oart of a commune.

Hhve I said enough in this Pro
file to make it understandable to the
reader why the exclusion of elec-
toral oolitiis and religious corunu-
nirv Crom my life as E young adult
Ief[ no void'in me and crea-ted no
angst in mv mind and conscious-
neis? I ceriainly hope so. lf not,
here's one othei con'sideration to
bear in mind. Imagine for one-mo-
ment anyone in tlie period askhg
me sombthing like t'he following
question: "You mean that you are
riot going to vote; you rejeci all the
bouqgeois parties; and yet you qre
not giving serious attention to the
need to Create and build a mass
nartv of the Left?" Mv answer
i"o.Ja have been yes o.,h yes and
yes! Now, n 2O1L this woirld still
be mv response to the sanle ques-
tion. However, this time aroturd, the
reas()n for this is proftrundly cliffer-
ent from what it *as fifty yciars a6;o.
This will be the starting frrint next
week in orrr continuation of the se-
ries. As we shall see, politics trnd
religion conrhine toge.thc.r at the
1'rreserrt tinrc in a uranner that woulcl
lritvc be,en com;rlgt1'ty llnprglrgniz-
ablt' fifty y".ln l',g.r.

Birxlrrn Jeyifo
bjt.yi fo@fiis. ha rva rt{.td tr

APC

I

AA

rN At (l

ti>

>vernst(' orgpnizattrn; a volun_
9 ahead of us.

Without the nostalgia ancl the
t period with the elections of

:

ril II
I

\

l-ABou
.r-"-U*'.=.=_(\

sil p .ft^t

F
t

t

\

$t

t*

L-.-

-

sentimcntali
write trbtxtt

brit



2t
THE NATION Sunday June'/','1.,20L7

Comment

I
I

r$t

II

."O come all ye faithful and all your problems as a Nigerian will be solved!"

T!OR the continuation of the series

fi that began in this column last
I. week, consider the following
proposition: fiflv veas aqo. "iDolowo
ibo'trad verv li'ttle comibtiti6n from
"ipolowo esfn" since, iri fua, the lat-
ter hardlv existed at all This is of sreat
historicdl and cultural sienific"ance
because today in Zll7,bv"afactor of
nearly tm to irne, "ipolo*o esin" has
a commanding ddminance of the
field of play oier "ipolowo ibo'. I
should of i-ourse qtiictty give the
mearungs of these two terms.

"lpo)owo", theYoruba word that
is common to both terms, means tro
Imk for customers, patnons or dienb
thmugh paid and vigorous advertis-
Fg. 4pplied to "ibo'I the vote or vot-
rng, tt means canvassing for voters
through aII forms and riedia of ad-
verb. Thus, in application to ,,esin,,

whrch means worship or relieion. it
denotes inducing and/or efrUcing
worsrupers and congreganb to the
cnurch, the mosque, a 

"igil, 
a retreat

or a revlvalst prayer meeting. Be_
yond the litera'l tr'arslations itnt I
have done here, "ipolowo,, connotes
themerchant'i ring of gooas, seryices
ano values that is all<orsumins in
its aggressivity. .T\us, bearing "this
connotation in mind, we can sa"v that
a gountry, a society like Nieeha in
which "ipolowo e6in,, has lar out_
gtnppS "ipolowo ibo" is a societv

ffio'Ii^gT*:ilffffm"X":,
Oandrzilg of religion become much
Brlg1er than the merchandizing onpolitiq and the vote ur our countnr'
qnd ryhat does this have to e;;id
the subject of this series?
. At the most literal level, this ques.

tion may be answered,i"iptr,, ilifr_
gllt any complicatiors: in pri=tirt<iv
r\lgena, we canvass and/or advei_
tise for votes only.yAi.Aiv *nif". i"
contrast, tte aggressive drive for souls
to come to the church, the mosoue oi
me pastorate takes place all thdtime.
ynTecr.ed by seasmral variation Dav
-,gry out, month after month. ofiraoro, Elevision and through posters
and billboards that you see everv-
wnere, "rpolowo esin,, surrounds is _ano pervades our living environ_ -
TTr Tg* p atso the fact"thai 

"il; ;ucrq or eteqon! is over and the vic_
lo_T 

huy" q?tnd virrually.urlirniEd
Ssce.ss to the spoils of'office,-thi"ipolowo ibo,, sfops, to beri;;J
ittTo6rg,{";r$",Htr
P*" 3 perpetual phenomenon be.
$f F" pastorate, the imams must

iJil.f;,iff3.ff}1,#ffi1T*tr
that the coftrs of the church;H;
Tosq:re are brimfuI. ff,e p.or"rtiJ

$ru'#ruu;::ru;:nli'*of existence in oui countrv!
so: tifty years ago, ,,ip6bwo 

ibo,,

or not significant reform of Nigerian
capitalism can be made short of a rwo
lutionarv overtfuow of the entire svs.
tem. This is not as abstract, as formu-
laic or as outdaEd as it mav seern to
many reading this piece. lermit me
to explain what I have in mind here.

Although this is widely known
all over thE world, it is v-ery little
known and appreciated in oui coun-
try that everywhere in historv and in
the world, cipiralism has ccfistantlv
had to renew or even reinvent itsef,
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this historic negative dialectic in
which the politic-al dass svmboticaltu
gS* soveieignty to the p"astorate fi
the likes of the Adeboy'es, the T.B-
l^oslqag, the Olukoyhs'and the
Oyakhilomes.

was far greater and more pervasive
as a social phenomenon arlda cultural
force than "ipolowo esin,, which, as I
have stated, was hardly in existmce
at the time; now, the r.i:verse is true
and "ipolowo esin" is kine. But that
s not the most significant thine in this
transtormation, indeed tltss trirsmos_
nficatron. No, the thine that is mo"st
remarkable is the fact"that the con_
tents of the two are now so similar, so
mutual in their co.implicatio" ti.it
one is now the mirrot'imaee of the
other. [,etme express ttirfi ;trj",
unmrctakable terms: the thinei thai
thechurches and mosques, Ur;?;;G
T9 m" imams no* p'.omise fi th;i,
d,nve to bring the faithful to their
ctutches are almost exactly the same
Si..gs that th.e politicians fromise intner canvassing for voters'and vote:
T Snd to poverty and hardship; to
pDlessness and failure at school. at
nome or on the job; to the absence of
Reace, secudty and unity in the land.(Jn.come, all ye faithful-and all vourproblems will be solvedi-'-

. T*9. the pastors and imams havenot (yet) promised their flock eoodroaos; tactories that will brino""-_
ployment to hundreds of thou8ands;

iafi'siffffiflffl[{nil1
fffii,ff.,.d,m,ir+:nq
lnany of the politiciars u.".ti"".,e oi

XHgili,:,il',Tffi;*il#i$i[
pnests. and. i-nrams. I.a""al'rJ^"1
5frt,h a fit.of .rre "no"-Jji;'1ii"

#**l$-,flffififfi

. At this point in the discussion, it
ts pernaps necessary to give some con_
crete and easily recbgnizable features
to these general observatiors. Thus.
c-ompatriob, please let us remember
that it is not aII churches and mosoues.
not all pastors and imams tnut ho#
nob with the ki.gpir.," of the potitical
Sla?l ll is.the mega-churches, the
rugffr)?ng ;etsetters arnonq the pas_
to-rate. In the combined conientrahon
of financial power within thiG;;
or..class of religious organizatoni.
murons ot naira and biifions of dollErs are.rn play. Lr other words. weare tau<rn& compatriots, of some of
me-nchest men and women, not onlvin Nigeria but in th";h.i";;;ld.
.nno .ts everyone knows but pretends
not to klow, in these mega<hurches.
rne medrurn and low_levil derw are
considerably urderpaid, while fd. th;
iyl::ty o(the corigregants, td;;
lease mom unemploym&t and/or iobsecurity that th^ey'r""k *iil ;_i;r"
ffi :fl*TfrJt*Hl".f#'trr,fl;
sysrem and makes capitatism in o;counhy one of the most preduto.v ,ltunregenerate of the ran'ge of nadona.l,

ffi-ffi$,ffi
nave never voted and/orbe uotea I"i

ffi$lffiHtrE;fY$rrm
countrywide elections tiiolB: -t"t

nene, I Oeem it necessary to make
:i:_91mcations * to *6"."'i'ioi

*',HH,tuI"fiJffix":s#pansons and lontrast "*itt Ltfiu*

under its and

Biodtrn Ievifo
bieyifo@tf;s.harvard.edu

,---

\

/
-a

\
1

J

TI

hlxI I .Ll

.,,I

in the number



THE NATION Sunday June 1.8,2077 21

Comment

no existing bourgcois political
party in the country has any pro-
L.arfr o. manifesto'remotcl'/ dcal-
i'ns with this oredatorv alliahce be-
t*"een poliHct and religion in our
country. And yet it must be en-
gaged; it must be transcended. Per-
haos then. a nolitical oartv of the
Lelt for ziltgl My a,rdwel to this
question is an unequivocal no! This
will be our starting point in next
week's conclusion to the series".

Well then, as promised, I start
from that concluiling declaration
last week. And I say, compatriots,
we will need far more than a po-
litical party - even of the Left - to
powerfully and strccessfully chal-
lenge the deadly, extremely preda-
tory alliance of religion and poli-
tics in our countrv. More oointedlv.
I say that we witl neecl n6t a poliil-
cal party but a broad mass ,,,oz,e-
nwrt that combines the best tradi-
tions of the anti-capitalist human-
ism that exist in oolitics orrtl reli-
gion. Since this is'the bottom line
in this concluding piece in the se-
ries, permit me to explsin what I
have in mind here as clearly and
concretelv as possible

What-do Nigerians in general
feel about politicians and pblitical
parties, beyond the common fac-
tor that they come from and have
their ethnic and regional bases in
certain parts of the cbuntry? Hasn't
APC, the new rulins partv that re-
placed the old one, th6 PD?, lost all
credibility as a force for chanse?
Isn't the PDP itself now a spent foYce
beset by insurmountable internal
and exfernal fault lines? And the
other ruling class parties, the ANPP
and APGA? Beycind the certificate
of registration [hat thev have from
INEC and the 'dwindling
followershjp that they enjoy in cer--
tam parts of the country, who sees
any tuture, any political weight in
th6m? And thai oiher unresiitered.
nameless ruling "party" rboted in
the armed fordes'- who wants it
back in power, who? What of the
non-ruling class political parties,
especially of the L-eft? Are they not
too small, too insubstantiel in
membership and visibilitv? How
many blocs'and formatioris of Ni-
gerians know of their existence,
k!o* what they stand for, know
who their leadefs are, and have the
confidence that in office thev will
think and act differently froin the
bou_rgeois parties?

I am of course presumine that
the reader implicitly recog"nizes
that in asking-these'questiSns so
tendentiously, I am ileliberatelv
gugggsting that.most people read_
mg mrs prece share my view that
the moral and ideolodical caoital
of politics and politic"ians in'oui
country is at an all-time low in the
gpinio.l of most Nigerians. I don,t
know if most readers also share mv
view that the best indicator of thi:
abysmal state of politics and ooli-
ticians in Nigeria at the pretent
hme is our political partie's them_
selves. Deaf reader,'think of this
observation by reflectine on ih;
open secret of how little the presi_
dent, Muhammadu Buhari, appar_
ently thinks of his own partir.'the
APC. Think, think alsci of 'wnai
g$::m#.'*r.li"'ffi '*s,:*i:;
fully he dealt witli the partv,i na_
tional officers, constitutidn anJ
even other members of oartv,s
Board of Trustees (BOT) ol *t i.t
he was the Chairman.

FFIHESE were the closine sen-
I tences of last week's pi6ce in
I this series: "As far as I kno*,

King, Jr.; the Euro-American suffra-
gettE movement for _the righ.ts_ of
women to vote and be voted for;
ideal ist revolutionaries throughout
history who, against all the odds,
launched waves-and tides of revolts
against tribal, feudal and modern
sl-ave-owners; the nationalist re-
volts against Western colonialism
and imperialism in virtually all
parts od the world at stages #hen
their leaders were yet to be com-
promised and corrupted by taking
over the reins of power from the
departing Western overlords. At
this level, politics is higher and
more valuable than any other hu-
man institution and practice. I say
this, I should add, without having
suffered an amnesia about the con-
tending and formidable claims of
religion, science, technology, law,
art, music, poetry. At its noblest,
politics, in my opinion, is higher
and more valuable than each and
evely one of them! With a whisper
and not a shout, compatriots, I 3ay
that it is this conceotion of oolitict
that has kept me frbm ever'votins
or be voted for in electoral oolidcE
in our country or any othei coun-
try in the woild.

I do not need to say as much
about religion and the role it can
and has pl-aved in directine the af-
fairs of o'ur humankind to#ard the
best part of our nature. One role,
one achievement that is not often
remembered is the role that reli-
gion played for centuries in the
advancement of knowledee and
human understanding, both"of who
we are and our physical and
intergalactic environment. Perhaps
the most movinq and astonishins
aspect of this stdry is the momeni
when, after a period of great recal-
citrance and bbstructio-nism, reli-
gion gracefully stepped aside and
allowed science to f lourish
unimpeded, even if this was not
without a terrible strueele!

Religion has also "s"ometimes
been a powerful allv of the oo-
pressed, the for{otten, tfie
wretched of the earfh: liberation
theology and its activist priests in
Latin America; the Revd. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the Baptists of
the Southem Leadership Christian
Conference (SLCC) in Aherica; the
Anglican Church under Archbishoo
Desmond Tutu in apartheid South
Africa.

Can politics and relision in Ni-
geria at the present time6e broueht
closer to these sorts of historic ald
exemplary developments. I think
so and, indeed,I hobe so! But is anv
of the existing political parties df
the Left positioned to be the cata_
lyst.for tis gevelopment? I don,t
think so. In that cas^e, why not cre-
ate a new party from the existing
ones and put everything we havE
in it? I disagree. What-is needed
now, I think; is a mass movement
or, rather, the recreation of. move-
ments in this country thathave ena_
bled progressive, left-leaninc ;;;-
ties and c-andidates to win an"a *ir,
bi6 In one case, the victorie, *"i"altS level of the state governmenti
of Kaduna and Kanol two of the
most politically influential states in
the country. [n another case _ Iune72,.7993 -- the victory was ai the
highest level of Ure p6htical 

"ia"r.ln every one of th-ese and other
cases, the critical factor was not the
parties; '-t was the mass movement,
compatriots. This mass movement
torrustice, genuine unity and peace:
we oo not have to wait for 2019 for
iU.and beyond that date, *; ;iti
still need it!
. The series is now concluded. But
in a next week's column and undei
a new title, I will briefly addresi
crucial theoretical, ideol6sic;i ;;
liJ:,rl.ul issues pertainiig to therelatlonshrp between masd move-
merts and. political parties of theLett, especialy in oui country andour regron of the world.

Biddun
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.Wh did and do these men think so little of their own

vibrant democratic order. This is as
f-atuous, as delusionary as the idea
that most of the hospitals and health
centers in the country are places
where sick men, women and chil-
dren in their millions get proper,
life-saving and enhantini tr'eat-
mentl Indeed, this tellins Inaloev
between the state of our"hospiti(s
and health centers throuehott the
cguntry ar.rd tlle abysma) state of
.ull g* political parlies brings me
back to the instigating ideas 5f this
series of articleslwhil have nevervoted and why I am not a
religioni.st. What ilo I mean by this
observation?

I don't think about it con_
sciously but all the same, I know
that deep down, I make everv ef_
fort not to have to go to anv h6soi_
tal clinic or health cEnter. C6rtairrlv.
the fact that for part of the veaii
live_and work in America h6lps a
lot,_but this habit goes ull th" ir;;
back to when I livld and worked
entirely athome in Nigeria. O" th;
surface, this may seeri to be a uni_
vef?af phenomenon: most women
and,men everywhere hope fer_
vently that the need for them to
have to go to a trospital would be
as tew as possible.-But the Niee_
rran v-ariation of this common fiu_
man factor is significant and hisbeen,growing bigger and bisser
over the years and decades to"ihe
extent that, a-s everyone knows,ln_
ora_nas now become the thirtv_sev_
enth state of Nigeria - u" fr.'u, i"_
mg tohospitalsTor dear life is c8n_cen]gg.Mercifqlly, at least so far inmy tlre and in about the four to fivemolttq]r.r the year that I am i" f.ii_
gena, the'need to go to a hospital
nas been infrequenl. However', ul_timately, Iike e'veryone else t"'th"

country, the need does arise for me
now and then to qo to a hosoital
and be seen by a"specialist o'r be
treated by gerieral,'non-specialist
staff and /oi auxilianes.

Analogically, this profile of mv
attitude Iowaid ho^spitals anl
health care centers in'Niseria is
pretty close to my attifude"toward
elections, politicdl parties and reh-
gion. As I-have said repeatedlv in
this series, I myself dont vote, tiave
m tact never voted, but I do not sit
by in idleness and indifference d-ur-
ing elections. As repular or dedi-
cated readers of thisiolumn know,
in every _election cycle that co*e,
around, I participite in vigorous
clebates about the parties, tfie can_
d.idates and the offitials conductins
the elections. [n some."rur, if,""E
been fierce-in my advoci.y .;f , ;;;
ordate-and /or a party, but in vervlruted, very specific ihstances. Ontl
rns,tance .that I_hope some readers
wru recollect clearly is the contest

*il&:t,3b',trJ3*t:"#:i*a
m August 2014. Similarly, in thepresidential elections of 20t5. I
wrote passionately 

-rn support of
thq gdlarlt efforts 6f my 6th corrr-
raoe, l,rotessor Attahini ]ega, then
Chairman of INEC, to cor{dilci free.
tq1r lnd credible elections in the faceof the relenttfss, proto_fiici;i;;_
rofts ot Jonathan, Dasuki and themrtrtary chiefs either to steal the
elec.rrons outright for the pDp or
pos.tpone the elections indefinitelv
and rule the country throush a dd_plici to. us " govemnie"i"ifl ,ti"i}unifu'.

. 
fhough-of a completely differ_ent ordeiof the inveit "#i;ffi;nopes, aspirations and what rd_malns ot the idealism of my yorth,

my attitude toward religion and the
church is similar to ho* I relate to
politics and elections: I go to church
- about once or twice a"vear - when
important milestones in the lives
of very close friends and relatives
are consecrated in special worshio
and celebration. I do confess thdt
sometimes, on such occasions, the
power and beauW of hvmns and
organ music as I used to 6xperience
them when I was a relieionist.
comes back to me in ineffable mo-
ments of uplift of psyche and spirit.
But no, I im noir6turnins t6 the
church, to religion! Like Solitical
parties, like hdspitals and health
centers, churches, mosques and re-
ligion.in general play'vital, irre-
ptaceable roles in our individual
and collective lives. I not onlv ac-
cept this fact, I go further than irere
acceptance of unavoidable aspects
ot llte to assert that in fact, politics
and political parties a.,a ctrirrchei,
T9sgues and religion in generai
c-an b9 - and hav-e many, manv
Ii^ug been - invaluable .6i"*oii',
for the best aspects of ttre thr";;
that-make us human, the thines th?t
9.o.-ul{ make us better ar,a mo?e f,rf_
filled Nigerians and Afri.""r.;;
qafte-r of fact, it is this conception
ot politics and religion that lies at
the.root of why I hive never voted
and why-t stopped being a Chris_
n?n, a_ religionist. Let mle explain
wh.a.t t -mean by this observition
g1o ,n 9o-g so bring this piece and
rne senes of wNch it is a-part to a
close.

. For the most part and for mostot recorded his-tory, onlv verv
rarely do we see politics i"lits nd_blest, most honourable and re-
spe-cled aspec ts : u wetio"-frrf 

""a"fl,a MahatmaGandhi; a MartinLuthei
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