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focused on comrption ft the main
rssue of the elections, especiallv
given the myths, legends aia i*6
conceming Buhari's alleged dis_
taste for comrption The U.S. ana
the European Union will in oar_
ticular be- keenly watching the'out_
come of the elections ana"tne main
reason for this is also the scale the
exha- and para-systemic nature of
c.omrptiol in the Jonathan presi-
dency and ib offshoots around ttre
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ano ure aspirations ofa verv larno
segment of the Nigerian el.ltorui.
are also driven by this particular
perspective. But like the question
of comrption, this subject tf , Urt-_

31cing act between'a Moslem
No.th and a Christian Sortf,Ueg;

$e question of how a post-pdp
Nigerian ruling class will be dif-
ferent T poliry programmes and
ssues from the era of the pDp and
the long military interregnumsbe-
fore it. This is quite aparl from the
fuct that the North is neither wholly
Moslem nor the South wholly
Christian.
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lr.'\'olt.l I I rt' n'l.r ti vr'ly nr()re lrerrign human resources. Ngozi Okonjo-

Iweala once said that she would

its andawilltouse verycostlyrepres-
to siveviolmce tocontainmassresist-

ance thatbrings largesegments of
mainstream political forces of the
"core" North with those of the

nafural and stream politicians of the "core" Southwest. This is an infinitely

I l,rr.,tnr jilr.ttlisl ilrsu
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.l p()st-l'}Dl'Nigt'ri.r as a ltrnd Sertr-

ance to t',ggjul1g,the 2015 general
elections will be fought primarily
around the twinaxesof comrption
and the electoral alliance of main-

And of course the other big is-
sue in the election is what is being
described as the retum of powei
or/ more specifically the presi-
dency, to the North, this in an alli-

the APC being unlike any other
merger of disparate ideological
forces we have ever seen in the

counhy.

Perhaps the most important
consideration of all is the fact that

,olitical tsur).ulti, ,t ltu)rill an(

be ouite satisfied if she was able to
redlce the scale of looting and
squandermania in PDP's Nigeria
bi 4't";in a post-2015 general elec-

tions era thit maintains the PDP in

class political parties and is to be
found at varying levels in virtually
all the state and local govemmmts
of the county. As almost every com-

mentator on comrPtion inNigeria
has stated, the scale of comrPtion
in Nigeria is nothing short of sYs-

temic: it is the noxious glue that

I

North" and the Southwest. Comrp-
tion of course exisb in all the mling

more complex issue than the uni-
fying and idealizing "AB)" (AnY-

one But Jonathan) battle against

corruption. In the
postindependence Political his-

[orv of the countrY, this is not the

firJt time that thii sort of alliance

political history of this counhy, we
are almostcertainly on the cusp of
a new order of political discourse
in a post-PDP Mgeria. In this, our
beginning observation is that the

present coalition within the party
is centre-right, with the Proviso
that a center-left formation is slum-

bering underneath the-Present
dominant formation. There are

some among those reading this

piece who will thinkthat these re
hections are Premature or PerhaPs

even meaningless in the context ot

present-day irling class politics in

bur courtrY. These caveats, these

obiections will be our starting point

in hext week's concluding essay m

the series as we focus on what sort

oi-.upitufitm a Post-PDP 
ruling

class^ParW will institute as a re-

olacemen[ for the Present 
vacuum
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After tlre dehrge beyond
reali of forces ln a post-PDP Nigeria (Da

My generation has
failed,,, we are gone. We
are a spmt force.

President lonathan, at
the launching of his
reelection campaign in
Lagos

Trffi,ffii**frEH?
-l. an indication that we are very
dce to a ost-PDP Mseria came from
no othei person tHan President
Goodluck l&nttran himself at the flag
off for his reelection campaign in La:
eos this oast Wednesdav-. It-is a uni-
Versal olienomenon for iU inc,rmbe t
administrations in liberal dernocratic
counEies to be defursive in reelection
bids, especially where such adminis'
trations - Iike that of Jonathan - have
performed abvsmallv ooorlv. But at
fne Ur'-cf,i.,g 6f hiscrrnpaign thispast
week, Jonathan wmt far beyond this
norm. He was not only deftiuive but
he was pretty clce tobeing a*eatisU
moreover, he gave a dear, unambizu-
ous indication that the soruce of lis
ddeat is not Buhari and the AI{ but
nothing less ttran history ireelf. How
did hel how could he inake such a
devastatingly negative summation of
his political leeaii at a rallv to Iaunch
hisieelection"cairpaign? tet me ex-
Plam.

Jornthan started his speech at the
wmt by apologizing to fiovemmmt
workers and contractors who have not
beor paid their salaries, wages or due
recompense for work done. But he
quickli went beyond this defensive.
nessand both in toneand substance he
began b sound as il he was not onlv
ba-ttling Buhari and the epC Uu't
agairst all past administraticns before
his onrn He asked his audience at the
event as well as the whole nation to
ask all his predecessors what thev had
done with-tre nation's wealth. Ctir cor-
ruption he staEd ernphaticallv that if
all the past govemmdrb we hive had
f .Ntgeri" had played their parts in
I,gh$ng comrption it would not have
hetghbted bq,ond control today.It is
ot course very strange for an incum_
bent Presideit to admit that comro_
tion has gone beyond conhol in liis
hme E otfice; far worse is it for the
same President to declare that the fail_

in our country in the monumental fail-
ure that he admirca and bemoaned. In

course the day of reckonine will be
{elayed yet ag-ain. In this serles, I take
the position that that day of reckon-
ing, that new space of political dis-
course and possibility is^at hand and
we must prepare ourselves for it.

In last week's opening essav in this
series, I identified-trnzo lactori as the
twin pivob around which the defeat
9f Jonathan and the pDp in the com_
ing elections revolve. These *Jio
spectively, cormption and the coali_
Fon 9l mainsheam politicians of the'!ore North and the3outhwest as the
dorninant formation within-ApC. h
this conduding piece I now ia-a tnoi
Inqf arc expedient but not sufficient
ulctrc.es ot a true post_pDp political or-
oer_rn our cotrntry; expediencv, I am
qgrn& is not the-same thine # suffi-
oency.This is because neithe"r the war

at Aso Rock or a people's prosressive
capitalist gemoaa,ly. How'do fie trri"
tactors of corruption and the realien-
mmt of forces tfiat will be at the cen"he

lootine since they do not conduce to
functiSnine capitilist mterprises con-
tinue or *iX a'post-PDP a'dministra-
tion undertake i massive review and
revision of the onvaizaaon bonarza
for the rich and the powerfr-rl of the
land? And finally: corruPtio-n fas
manv faces and we5rs manv inasks that
nide'its saping wound on the bodY
politi& ilrill a "post-PDP dispensatioir
itrip awav the-masks and get to the
bea'tins. p'umpine heart of ihe nation
and ifnlittiois o"f looted lives or will
it be business as usual with a mere
chanqe of the cast of characters?

ffre coalition of big politicai forces
of the "core" North and the Southwest
that is the dominant formation within
the APC presents an even more com-
olex factor in anv preliminary proiec-
hons into the politicat order 6f i post-
PDP Nigeria.^The popular view', the
common assumption is that this is
lareelv a Hausa/Fulani/Kanuri and
Yolutia alliance to which politicians
of the other zonal and ethnic groups
of the countrv are very important and
verv volatile tuoplenients'. While this
is n'ot an entirefy factitiotrs view, it is
nonetheless a massively oversimpli-
fied oersoective on the politics of a

"""t-hodNiseria. 
Nie€rii is not dif-

Ierent from"virtualli aI the other
multiethnic and multicultural demo-
cratic cor:ntries of the world in which
any political plurality that confers
hegemonic domination on a ruling
party is usually necessarily based on
alliil16ss like the one that oroduced
the APC. But what is lackine in the
dominant political discourseE in Ni-
seria is the recopnition that in all the
EoalUons and afiiances that oroduce
ruling parties in the bourgeoiidernoc-
racies of the world, politicians not
only represent their z6nal,ethnic and
religious groups but also their dass
interests, especially as these are based
on the forci:s and means of oroduc-
tion from which their wealth and
power are derived.

Perhaps the most concrete way to
express this is to pose the questioir as
to whether the terms "crntri6t", "center-
right" or "centreleft" can be applied to
the AI{ in partiorlar and, nioie een-
erally, the political order that will iup-
plant the reign of the PDP. The answ'er
is of cotrrse yes, a resoundine ves. But
the questiori E ry! b"i.g asfdd now,
as we approach Februarv 14, 2015. But
it will be asked thereaftdr. no ouestion
about it, that is il the comine electiors
move Lrs to a truly post-pD? Nieeria.
Beyond the "comrbtion sublime" 3f th"
PDP era, and beyond Ure return J
power.or $e presidenry to the North,thg f undamental question oi
redistributive lustice foi all o* "".,ples will be raisH; and it will be dis"a
tn a maruler that was not possible wherr
we were all so compleielv absorbed
d.ulng the reign of Uie FDF Uv Ur",o
ctal, moral and spirifual ravaees of
comrption. In othei words, if andwhen
comgp{on becomes reduced to a scale
not rugher or worse than we find in
most cotrntries of the African continent
T9 t|r".yortd, we wiX then fi;lil .real challenges and problems of pro_,
ouong a zlst cenhrv capitalist derhoc-rary that is either fuhcti6nal anJ;il-
geois or social-democratic zura'oo-oi-
19 or. perhaps even .r brand n.# oim_
Dmahon of these two archegpal fornr-s.
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