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gional or national power grid, not
only in Nigeiabut almost in every
country in Africa in which he op-
erates is an ildqsffialist, a manir-
facturer. He was particularlv em-
phatic on the facf that he arid his
Group strive everywhere thevoo-
erate in Africa to b6 comptet"ty self-
sufficient in power eeneratioil and
supply, at evtry levef of all the proc-
esses involved. If this is the case,
the reader misht well ask how itrs-
ffiable it is for"me to susqest tliat a
business mogul thathalb assidu-
ously and successfullv apolied
himdelf to sufficient #a r^"l"rt*
power generation and suppl'y for
his operations could be rj#t-of a
busiriess elite ttlat is as rlesponsi-
ble as "govemment" for otrr na-
tional and continental crises of in-
complete and unreliable electrifi-
cation at the dawn of the 2l.d cen-
tury.

Idohavea response to thisoer-
fectly logical and understandible
query for my claim that without
exception, all our business elites

uestion
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.Aliko Dangote: electrificati ustry and for lion for ind

problems with power
generation and distri-
bution. No matterhow
much I tried to hide or
blunt this implication
behind the question, the
audience and perhaps
Dangotehimself would
have felt that I was
putting him inparticu-
lar on the spot; I was
makinshimbersonallv
ans*elable lor upro6-
lem that everyone
thinks lies solely-with
the "governrnent".
Also, iI would have
been thought that even
rtmypremisewas right,
this was not the right
place, the right occa-
sion to pri.Sirp such a
matter for discussion.

At this point in this
piece that f am writing
more than a week aftei
Dangote's lecture, I
mustnowopenlyadmit
that this id6a #as and
is indeed on my mind:
the most poweiful and
influentidl arnons our
business elites a"re as
responsible as "govem-
ment" for the 6ct that
almost 200 years after
electrification became

and reception of his lecture at
11ary_ard on Thursday, November
29,2075.
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.AIiko Dangote; Mike Adenuga; Femi Otedola and Abdulsamad Rabiu, "How can we separate the'real'producers from the'emergency' operators 7"

f N contrnuation of the series that
I b",Inn in this column last week,
I tne'first order of business is of
coum to corrrrct the glaring error that
I made in gving the figure of 80 bil-
lion dollars as Forbes's estimate of the
net worth of Aliko Dangote. The cor-
rect figurc that I meanito write was
18 billion dollars; how mv finsers
t)"ed 80 instcad of 18,1 do riot k io*,
especially as no billionaire in the
world has reached the fizure of 80 bil-
lion as h.is or her net wdrth. perhaps
my fingers were being preternatu-
rally'piophetic' m an"unconscious
predichon that Dangote will one day
makc it to 80 billion dollars. The onlv
thing that militates agairst the likeli-
hood of my fingcrs acting as the un_
conscious medium of suc-h a 

,predic-
tion'is the fact that for me h6alth is
wealth. In other words, I am askins
the readcr to please read the .ro".rY
bundancc thai mv fincers mistafcenlv
lped for Dangoic's #ealth as a wisfi
for Ns health!

And indeed, no slogan is more
apprgpriatc for thc things that I wish
to reflect upon in this continuins oiece
in the serics than thc wcll knov{,h ad-
age, "health is wcalth". This isbtcause
if it is the case that no woman or man
can dispute the wMom underqird ins
this adage of "health is wealilr", thE
reverse - wealth is health - is far from
being unquestionably truc. This be-
comes even more so when the wealth
of the nation is appraiscd in tt rms of
lhe lrcalth of the'nation: overwhelm-
ingly in our country in thc last five
decades or so, the *ealth of our na-
tion has been a relentless qencrator
of the il]-health of nation. This is as
brre of the specific topic of this series
- the collusion of our'economic elites
with our political rulers in investins
billions of dollars in electricitv sen:
eration and disbibution to tittt6 o"r no
avail - as it is true of the massive pri-
vatization of national asseB, pubhc
utilities and collective resources in

gard to the specific topic of this series,
Iet us not foieet that if responsibiliff
for power geieration still largely rtJ-
mairs with the state, power distribu-
tion has in large part been privatized.

My main focus in this series is on
how our business moguls can come
to the realization that as mudr as they
have been collusive with "goveni-
ment"' in beins oart of the oroblem
of the harsfo.rfi"hor, of the *edth of
the nation to the ill-health of the na-
tion, they may yet play a role in being
part of the scilutioir. But before movl
ing to this center of gravity of my re-
flections in this serieE,l would like to
make one final comment on this a]-

from the services they provide to their
fellow counbrrrrmen hnd women. For
education, th-ey send their children
abroad; for " real" health services they
go to lndia, Europe and America; for
Safew of havel within and outside the
courit y they buy private jets.

If the profile I have given above
of the "shadow govemment" consti-
tuted by our business elites gives the
impression that I am of the ooinion
tkit nothing good, nothing pa'triotic,
nothing decent and genuinely altru-
istic canbe expected from all oirrbusi-
ness elites without exception, let me
quickly state that this is in factnot the
case. Just as I have not given up on the
"real govemment" rui by our politi-
cal elites so have I not eiv6n uo 6n the
"shadow gove*mer't"t" run'by our
business efites. To think othenruise is
to have a rather low and crmical view
of human nature. Human nahue is
not static; it is not unchaneine. esDe-
cially in relation to the coYlec"tive'in-
stitutional challenges for cooperation,
peace, justice and survival thdt we face
as a nation. This view holds true as
much for rich men and women as it
does for the poor and the wretched oi
the earth even if, quite often, the
wealthy and the powerful in our coun_
try think and act as if what applies to
human nafure in general ddes not
apply to tlnem at a[1
. This seemingly counterinhritive

vrew that some or a segment of our
business elites can Ue p#ioiUr;;i;
!o1 to our problems'*a..ir", iri,
m tact shengthened by some particu_
rar comments that Aliko Daneote
made dtring his lechre it H-*iij
Bl,t:1,*:f %11;tllli,'*"H:K;
0r our busness moguls make thestr
:q1s of statements Xt no*u ioinui
l9_U9w 

Nigeriars. Let me acld-hlre-tiia*t
smce some of these statements weie
Srven.T the context.f * ,^irriit""
speech that was deliuu."a *iU.o;i;i:
erence to anv notes, ilTuy 

"u.y 
*"Ube that Daniote',ailshifi fi il J,t"I jtl'*?Hg

fiT;#;ffiHu:flur,Hni*
ooservations at momenis in hiippeTh when he was ut ti, *ort^i*laxed, witv and u"gugi"gly;;lf_
S.onsqous.What were these observa_tions?

to the issue of the solution to the cri-
ses of incomplete and imperfect elec-
trification in our country and our con-
tinent is not (yet) de#, let me now
soell it out unambisuouslv. I don't
Ii^o* if it was intenfronal oh nis part
but to me, the drift of Dangote's lec-
ture was a separation of his brand or
mode of industrial and entrepre-
neurial activities from the more cbm-
mon and muchbetter known tribe of
"emergency" contractors, business-
men and operators. This separation is
not exclusive or personal to Aliko
Dangote; rather,-it is historic and

The third of these observatiors or
assertions by Dangote at his lecture
of October 29 was oi the surface more
mundane. To me, however, it was the
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areas as diverse as air hansportation
and civil aviation; public sLnitation
and waste management; road con_
struction and maintenance; health
slggces \o. gh private hospitut" a"a
curucs; moDile telecom services; edu_
cation at all levels from the pri*r*
to the-tertiarl,; and even th6 coll-#
I on of taxes fr.r some of our qovem_
ments by private firms. And ;vitl:rr;-
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a i*Xi,T;l;1;l,llii3#r
I t of the piesidential elections
that swept Goodluck Jonathan out
of office, the followins statement
was made by lonathafr's Minister
of Power, P16fessor Chinedu Nebo,
during the re-commissioning cer-
emony of the privatized Esbin
Powef Plant in tagos State: 

o

"Your Excellency, since priva-
tisation, the power-sector h'as re-
ceived as it were a new baton to
move Nigeria to the next level of
moving in the direction of uninter_
rupted power supply. your Excel_
lency, smce privatisation and hand_
lng over to the private sector, dis_
trrb.ution and generation value
chams of the electricity sector, we
have seen an emplovment of over
2000 engineers hired in the ,"itoi.
rour txcellency, please remember
15at lgr 16 years b6fore you became
rresldent, the entire power sectorin the_c_o_gntry undei Uotn Niplq
and. PHCN did not hire i ;il;i;
eng.ineer. The level of dilapiditi%*
9r lh" power sector that yciu inher_
rreo, was so huge that it wls not onlvwrth regards to material compd_
nents but also with regards to hu_man resources. It was ilso with re_
g_ards to funding that was allowelro go so tow that it appeared thep9w9.r sector had become an or_phan"

When PDP came to power n1999
Niseria was seneratine about 4,000
Mtr of elecni"city. Afteit5 years and
$20 billion spent we are generating
between 3,000 and 4,000 MW.

Presidential Candidate
Muhammadu Buhari, November
2014

smaller enterprises. Westem E urope,
North Ameiica and Japan are'of
course the big exemplars of this para-
digm. Parenthetically,let me add
here that history provides no single
instance of bands of "emergency"
conhactors and business mogr.rls that
successfrdly led their nationito com-
plete and adequate electrification of
the nation and its economy.

The second and far more limited
but no less effective paradigm per-
tains to socialist or communiit sthtes
that used the mechanisms of a cen-
tralized, command economv to rap-
idly construct successful fiationhl
power grids as a vital sector in the
drive towards economic, social and
cultural development. One of the
most memorable examples of this
particular paradigm is that revealed
T the slogin of thl Bolsheviks when
they came to power h Russia: ,,so-
cialism = collectivization + eleckifi-

souarelv on the shoulders of the
grlhari id-i.,irtration is to success-
fully apply the well known para-
digm oI the capitalist path. But since
in this series I have been more inter-
ested in the contribution of our busi-
ness elites, I mtst save the last words
here for that grotrp.

Nothing proves more decisively
that oil weilth has effectively wiped
out the small, bourgeoninc iroui, of
real capi ta lisi ind trErria I isis"ancl' en-
trepreneurs that we had when the
nationaleconomy was based on cash
clops and light ionsumer goods in-
dustrialization than the ridiculously
miniscule qtrantity of power genei-
ate0 m our counbry at great exoense.
At all times since'the"comind clf oil
doom,actual production of pofrer has
trailed far behind instnlled capacitv
for production; and both instalfecl cJ-
pacity and_actual production have
been one of the lo*est per capita in
Africa and in the world. Sienifiianttv.
neither state-controlled eter * or'i
duction and dishibution no. ,fi'ur'rG
privatization has made the sliehtesi
dent in the abysmal quantiry 

"fiJ;;_rahc nature of powei production in
the sector. For 

-this 
reason, we mav

co-nclude that there are no t ue cioY_
talists in government or U"si"essti"
our country.

ln Qan'gote's lecfure at Harvard
on (Jctober 29,2015,I heard distinctrntrmations that he represents an
:aJFll8.8rorp of real tapitalist in-oustnalists and entreprene:urs. If this
is true, will Dangote and ttres; ildli
Fi:,1?"?#%'JHo:::il".'infl#:
selves trom the majority of ,,emer_
gency" or "barawo,,'ca piialiits i. ;;..?y.t y ancl lead the'way to corn*_pr9j", {egy].ar and reliable electrifi_cahon in Nigeria and our."sio"^"f
the,contine"iz rni, *iti ;;*ilir;
make]ife much bener f;;i;;";J
ples. Moreover, th" *.I;.ti; T#;this.woutd create," th" ;;i ;;;,ii#business in our.o""t y *j;";lxr;t
fi [',*""nyffi Jil,ii".?li"T.,*:,H
temal market of actual il ;;tJ#iconsurners in the region tf,jt *ifi't"numbered in scorr
definitely one of ,i1?1^itlions' most

plpff h""x*:.ln,ffdiilrEtTl
!og".1s that regarcl themsei;*:;
To,,." than me re".o gbe.o,,, lG ;; ;;;
11^ 

emerqency,, co,ihactors ;il.ill,nessmen hav6 nev

ffigf#Eg?ttlili"mr,fii
l:.r: o * "; ;;'.*ff Hi:i .T li"" ii$i _:jl ", 

l um pen_ bo,#g".it. ii; rur*;ir: ;emerged in the wal
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."Power lines over Nigeria: do
equate and reliable electrificati

timations of complete, ad-
ot the immediate future?,,

they carrv in
on iir Nigl:ria
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