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I hnac bccy uti tl t tl uu r tl ro u gl ut ft ou r
truinq tmrs:rulnt tlrtr is tlr rttonrd
of stictr ded'icntiotr nntl su.fft'ring? 

-
Tlrcy did not dcfcct bccnusa oJ

positions; tlrcV itid not inuoluc
'thamselaes 

ht tlic pursuit of pusonnl
gains, and thry accc1ttcd their fofa
tlrouglmft our tnling rrmnants.
Presfdent Bulmri, BBC Hausn
Program, Tucsdny, Octobu 6, 2015

r\ EAR lvtu. Garba Shehu:

Lr. Greeu.gs: i coruess tnat
for the most part, I am

directing this open letter to you
rather opporhrnistically because it
will athact more attention than if I
had written it as a regular piece in
this weekly column. But havfurg said
that, I shotlld also state that I ddhave
another reason in directing this picce
of writing to you and thiiis the fact
that I have found manv of votr oress
briefings on affairs in [he Presidency
very articulate. lndeed, t]ts is sudr 

-a

Nl the presidenfs men: an open lefterto
Garba S-hehtry Senior Special Assistant to

the President, Media and Publicity (1)

for him. It would have been bad
enoush if in that statement he had
baseH himself on the party;
however, it is a thousand times
worse that his displeasure, his
angst, pertained exlltrsively and
unambiguotrsly to himself,
Muhammadtr Buhari.

In a slightly diffcrcnt but related
register, this same over-
peisonalization of the politics of
govemance was very, very strong
in the explanation tha t the
President gave for accusations of a
Northem bias in his appoirrfments
to the major non-ministt'rial posts
in his administration. For months,
this particular accusatiorr had been
rife in the press and other media
outlets, so mtrch so that wlren an
"explanation" of sorts came this
week throrrgh an interview wiUr the
President -on the BBC Hatrsa
Service, it was something of a relief
that he was at last resrrorrclins to
something that had botfrered *i.,y
Nigerians incltrding somc of his
supporters. Btrt what an
explanation,_ what an explanation!
Northern bias was not his
motivation, the President said; the
appointees were only incidentally
Northern; more strbdtantivelv anil
srrbl i minally, these appointeed were
men who -hacl 

stayecl with him
loyally through the lone years when
he walked an? toiled irithe poltical
wilderness. The epiqraph'to this
letter, Mr. Shehu, i! ; diiect qr.rot"
from the translated version of that
interview on BBC Hausa Service
program this past Tuesday.
. ! readily admit that at h certain
level of basic htrman sentimenb and

stone elementin mv
this Etter that I wish

mindaslwrite
to inform

and the readers of this column
you
that,

, I have come to
on the you say

about affairs in the than
that Femi Adesina,
to the President

meant for PresidentNixon- heavers
&rbid! I wish the presiaent wet anJ
Qod knows that our countrv
deserves a break after the dr*;fr;iri
reign of the PDP especiallv in its last
stage under Goodlick loirattran. Sorather 

!-t 1n u reprise of Nixon's
oowilall tor our current president.

il,H','"qi,"il"TlXtr""tx"mi"t:
I\e. Iitle of this piece ;; 6;highlighted by two outstandins
reatures of president BuhariEministerial and non-ministeriJ
3p'pointrnenf since he t*t ofti." o"May 29,-2015: first, orer*neimlnli.r.
most of tus-appointees have bEdnmeni sTgnd, also overwhelminslv-
most of his appointe"s f,aue b8Jri
I1:1 yno,,in one Y.ay or another,
nav€ been loyal to him, particuhrlv
lythe.longy6ars of *hri o*-*if.i
ytrffis,H":ffi:,*$ifl:T.*
ili,lti"H"f,# 133s,ffi tr*#;
H'Sffi:naffig*"nmi:recent of .these electionsl fr G-i"'t[i"

ffi,H-tr,m;xm#,
#-tI;"ffi"qffiH#q
SHIqnl;#Hmffi";:rtipower of incumben,

f g_t'd le #iiff:,t",-lT.'rffil
ffiHiiH,tr',"#SilB,ffif*
ifl.T^:f,: inthis 

"p* rcul,T,ifJ[

positions in his administration.
L:rdeed, about tfuee to four issues
hav_e be_en very prominent, so mucf,
so.that they have almost completely
qilpseo the two issues that I havi:
chosen. to.emphasize in this piece.
I.hese include the unprecedbnteJ
delay. in making f,is' ."i"iiieiiat
apporntments; allegations of a
palpable "Northem" bias in the non_
ministerial appointments; a much
pubtrozed disindination on the oartof t.h" president t" -ilk;
appointments from states or
geopolitical zones that ,it"aneavily .agajnst him in thepresrdential elections; and allesedintra-party squabbles ;ttfi-?h;
illti8 party, the ApC, over whichcrueltarns or 'heavyweights, weresnubbed and 'whic"h ;;;;'rewarded' by the pr"iia""i'ii
making his mi"isieiiai
fppoinhnenb. In shrfhng td?:^;in this piece away Lo^ ti.Epaticrfar-set of issues]l *i"h to il;no indication whatsoe;", tiiiiSi;;
i:jgl .important. rnuv 1.,"Il'rportant and indeedl ;;adminishation, miJitary 

"i .irifi*II q" cournky's politic.il hil;-il:
ll**,'#'dt{,nfoi:fxtr

rather vehemently asked whv
anyone should expect him to loo[<
to states a.nd regions that votedagarnst him in dispensins
presidential favors, either'throusfi
appointrn-ents to public offices or tHe
clhng of federal projects. This was
extremely far from a statesmanlike
statement and moreover, it waspolitically very myopi. fo. o.,"woutd have thodgtit that the
President and his u#uire.i *ortJ
have realized that it rs inEe'l.ci;
term interest of himself u"a-ii.,."
tFS p*ry to.enlarge th"i, ;t ;J
ln9 potential electoral pluralitv bvDerng. targe_hearted ^ and fio.i_punlttve toward the states andzones that did not vote f.;-B"h;;*4 thg 4pC i.,the recent 

"le.t";;iZd".S. qir regard, th; S";iil;;
geopolrhcal zone constifutes a venspecial case. In ti"" *itf_, iiir.assertion, I ask: how in th;-*;;i;
L:',l"tH-#,1P"xi:t*..8
:1r",ng adopt a stance ofpermanent adversarial opposition
P qS peoples and inrerei6 of o""
11: ,nr"" major. power blocs in the

![Xiiil': irri{", "ilH", [ ;::
f:33:1ff?l 

z<jne 
""t"a ug"i*ifi"

I I

o lJiolutt lt,Vifit
l, lt'Ul(tttt)hl\ I ltt t ( \ I t.tl.t,r I t
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Mfii$i;L:i*E!;}#u
ooen letter to Yott last week, I wtsh
td start with h question that.maY
come as a sttrprise to You: When
will President'Buhari put behind
him and finallY move on hom tlre
travails that he experienced, per-
haos even suffered, first from his
ov'erthrow as a rnilitarY ruler in
1985. and subsequently as an un-
successful presidential candidate
three times between 2003 and
2011? ln starting this Piece with
this question, I am particularlY
mindlul of the account that you
save earlier this week of how, dur-
i'ns the last oresidential electoral
cairpaign, fou and. your family
awoke one morrunq u'l vour nouse
at Abuia only to Iind'that yorr
house had been surrounded and
completely blockaded by heavily
armed units of the Nigerian Police.
According to the account that you
gave of that sinister siege on your
house, only the intervention of so-
cial media activists through trvits
and posts on twitter and f,acebook
accounts on the Intemet alerted the
country and the world to what vou
and m-embers of your familv #ere
being subjected to. Once thit hap-
p.ened, according to you, the b-e-
siegers had to leave ybu and your
f?-ily alone because they realized
that they and whatever 6vil inten-
tions they had in mind had been
exposed on the lntemet.

I am almost certain that this
was not the only intimidatine and
frightening experience thal vou
personally.had as the Spokesriran
for the Buhari Campaim Orsani_
zation, just as I alio [no*"that
many other members of Buhari,s

oredilection for Punishing those
'*ho are asainst them and reward-
ins those a"re for them. But as far as

I c"an tell, no other Nigerian Head
of State has ever publidy stated this
ooen-lv and witli the abParent be-
libf of'Buhari that it is a'declaration
that is so logical, so unexcePtion-
able that no -thinking Nigerian can
question or fault itlTo a slightlY
l6sser degree, the same thing is tnte
of the declared intention to reward
those who have staved lovallv over
the years with ihe Predident
through thick and thin: all our po-
litical-leaders think and act on the
basis of this idea, but none but
Muhammadu Buhari has ever
ptrblicallv declared it as an tmder-
Iyir'rg idda, a comerstone of his ac-
6ons and utterances, at least in this
inaugurating period of his presi-
dency.

It is oerhaos necessarv at this
point in'the discussion t'o throw
some historical and crrltural light
on the specificallv neo-feudal na-
ture of these ideat and utterances
of the President. First of all, in all
areas of the world in the lons era of
its dominance both as a f6rm of

nrided but it misses the fundamen-
t"al neo-feudalism of the President's
o."trppotitions. To give a telling
illustr'aiion of what f am argtring
here, dear reader, Please reflect
careftrlly on the fol[owing barely
noticed br talked about detail of the
President's non-ministerial aP-
oointees:onlv otre is a woman, this
beine the Acting INEC ChairPer-
son ivho is said- to be a sister-in-
law of the President. Unlike the
PDP rabid dogs of war who have
been shoutins accrtsations of nepo-
tism in the ap"pointment of the Act-
ing INEC Chiirperson to the high
he-avens, I am willing to grant that
this appointee is oerhaos as de-
servrng as any r.,it" 1oi for that
matter Southem) appointee. How-
ever, the fact remains that Buhari's
ministerial and non-ministerial
appointees are overwhelmingly
male: out of arolmd 56, only six are
female. As far as eend'er bias
aeainst women in t'[re aoooint-
nient of public officeholcle.lr^in o*
country goes, this is one of the
worst in our recent history.

Mallam Shehu, it is binal and
unremarkable to say that both in
our country and in the world at
large, we aie no longer in the feu-
dal age. But feudalism did once ex-
ist ancl rather strongly in some
parts of our country, principally in
the North but also [n Some barfs of
the Southwest. For this ieuro.,
remnants of feudal modes of
thought and behavior survive
among. Taly of our political ml-
ers and lead-ers. As s6meone who
is not a member of the ApC or anv
of our ruling class parties but oad-
sionately holes thai we shail sbon
put the-aimless and wasted vears
of thereign of the pDp behind us, I
was deeply disturbed, even of-
fended and alarmed by president
Buhari's declaration thit the states
and peoples that did not vote foi
$m s.hould not expect to be treated
lrt(e those that voted for him. I do
not wish to provide fodder for the
ma{ war dogs and bad losers of
the PDP to continue their nation_
wrecking battles agairst the presi_
dent. But the President must recoq_
nize that we are no longer in tlie
feydal era;_we are in a pl,r?ii,;Jtr
ethnic and constituti<inahii ;;;*
yhi$. cmde, patriarchal ;J;;:
reudal ideas about which qrouDs
or communities deserve re#ard b.
punitive a.cti-on can be mad; th;oenchmark for governance. The
pattgr is made efren mo.e onerousUy te tact that president Biirlr
maybe the most po*".r"t 

"*6oiil39nt 9f these neo_fe"aA ia"rr"it
p91vi9r, Ire is not 

" 6;;"";;;

fiH,ltl*:',xffi:[Hjff
ffi##:ffi:ttirr:tr
more week. s"; h.il"t'fi ff 

t-,bJ" 
f, l:

*Hf,.*" 
series to a concruiil;&i

political rule
dalism was

and a wa
y local tn its

of life, feu-

ideologi
graphtc
overlord

cal, social ind demo-
expressions. The feudal
oftbn extended his area of

campalgn
tairs of the APC faced untold har-

team as well as chief-

.Babachir David Lawal,
appointees

SFG, one of Buhari's loyalist non-ministerial

effective political and military he-
gemony far beyond his locality but
tundamenta_Uy, those closest to him,
those on whoh he depended came
from his village or hisso-caUed de-
mesne. Secon-dly, in extendine the
sphere of his mle far beyond tf,s to-
cality, the feudal baron alwavs
based himself on the strict policvbf
severely punishing those #ho #ere
agairst him while reward-ins those
who were for him. thirdlv'ind fi-
nally, as much as it was fui-rdamen-
tally based on locality, feudalism
was also profoundly patriarchal
and male-dominant: a woman, any
woman, was important not in her
own right but oirly insofar as she
oenved that importance from a
male relative - a father, a husband,
a brother, an uncle, a male .oioi..'

Of the about 12 non_ministerial
appointments that the president
T19" before sending his .obr"LiGi
to the Senate at the end of Septem_
ber, only two are f.o." Ulu-S"-"fiina
only one is a woman. This causedconsiderable consternation
throughout the countrv, sienifi_
cantly even among BuKari,s"own
supporters. Now that the president
nas explained in the interview
oroadcast on the BBC Hausa Serv_
ice last week that those appointees
yu,.9, only. incidentally frlb.tt 

"*and that his real motiv-e was to re_ward.those who had lovuttv,tu"J
with him over the y"uir7"l'7u.1
ades, it would seem'tfrii U,re;il;.
has been laid to rest.

of other readers of this piece to two
separate but closely tinlted and oor_
tentous statemenfs that president
Buhari has made as an electei iead
of State. First statement: the staG
and peoples that did not vote ioi

quences and ramifications of those
of the President's actions and ut_

from
who
ob-

Biodun ifo
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I

.Buhari, Tinubu and Saraki, "Where will these three take the rul ing party and the country?"

If you will do iustice to me, as an

elected Nieerian president, let them
look at ttrE Consfitution a Nigerian
president works with, there are Peo-
ble who will closelv work with me
ihat clon't need to be taken to the Sen-
ate. If I select people who I know quite
well in mv i:olitical party, who we
came all Ur6 wav rieht lrom the ANPP,
the CPC and tfie X.PC, and lrave re-
mained together in good or bad situ-
ation... wili that am-ourt to anytltng
wrong?

President Buhari, BBC Hausa Serv-
ice Interview, October 13, 2015

M,#[lsl*nl:".t':;
end. So fal, one urspoken but under-
lvine reason for writins this letter is
the lact that, like most"other Nigeri-
ans - in particular those who *ere
aduls when President Buhari was a
militarv ruler - I am trvins to fieure
out if the elected president rii[ be"dif-
ferent from rhe niil itaru ruler au..rd rt so.
in what consequentill marurer this
will bemanifested. Withreeard to this
consideration, there is ats6 this par-
ticular factor in my motivations: as a
military ruler, thi: President had a
widely- known and much deserved
reputation for holding stronglv and
rather infleibly to his= ideas Sria Ue-
liefs; indeed, h6 was known to be so
indifferent to what people in seneral
thought about him tfnittre o.Jv o"o-
ple to whom he gave his ear *6.'e us-
sociates and confidanb amone his in-
ner.cirde of supporters and foYlowers
wrthur and outside the militarv. The
infamous Decrees Numbers 2'md 4
of 19&4 were the ultimate testimonv
!o this aspect of the president whd
he was a mijitarv ruler.
- _ -ldo not know how old you are,
Mrllu4 Shehu; I do not t"oir-it uo.i
were already an adu.lt whe., Udoie
decrees were promulgated bv Buhari,s
military adminishati-on, bu[ I can tell
you that the pleas, the remonstrations
to the young man that Buhari was as a
ntxtqy mler to reverse himseU and
rus adminishation on those obnox_ious decrees were not onlv -ua"truoughout the length and br6adth ofl\lgena, they were also made widelv
m rne-mtemational commtnitv. Brit
I",il t}r"ry pleas Buhari."*r#"a1J
raxy deal, even arrogantly and con_

:?T#ffi1t,1,1'ffi$"}ffi"r
ffi*ffi #:iffi #*:fl"{"F,:H',",it
one que-qfi6n that I and I ,;pp";;
ilHt?,iiTltirumi#".':?=::;
Tre Tcong cqming of Buhari will show
a rurer who is willing to listen to andreason with pmple dutside his inneicirde of advise* *d ;;iia;;:'il
gisenc.e/ this boils down to wno" tnlPresident will put fi.ii,'Nig";i"ril
[oT ulJ parts of the country, esDe_

[iii[.[".fi iT,*%ffi?f :i'fl L',1:ner circle of confidants.
. Mallam Shehu, ii the president

does not know thai,t"*"ia, 
"iii'J

I#:".HHru"i,s"[",ffiffiIl?rerers to vou orovides no justifici_
tion, none at all, for armost exclusivplv

s,tffiHiffi-#ffii:H,TfiHu;Iet him know that people *",.rot iJ

gullible, as naiVe as he apparently
thinks. Every thinkine and bbliticatv
sawy Nigefian kno#s thaf the nori-
ministerial appointees of elected Ni-
gerian presidents that don't have to
be sent to the Senate for screenins con-
stitute the inner core, the "kitchelicabi-
net" of the PresidenU thev wield far
greater influence on our el6cted presi-
dents than cabinet members thaf have
to be sent to the Senate for screenins
and approval. Lrdeed, Malam Shehujl
do hope that you are aware of the fact
that several commentators have
qolnted outthatmany of the ministe_
rial appointees whose"names the presi_
clent sent to the Senate for screenins
were also selected on the same basfi
onwhich the inner core of non_*irri;
terial appointees were chosen, i.ejo"_
alty to the President over the ve#s
and decades from militarv,.rluilhi;
to fgtg attempts to becoine aleci".cl
presldent, first in the ANpp, then in
Ihe.CPC and finally *a,"ilersf.,ffyintheAPC. J

oil and gas induskies. In such an his-
torical context, it is very shockine that
the President can be sb open, sd bh-
tant in linkins rewards arid "punish-
ments" to thdse who show oi do not
show fealty to him, Muhammadu
Buhari. Bechuse I wish the President
well politically,I sincerelv hope that
he can and wfu be madeio ab'andon
these distinct neo-feudalist shains in
his actiors and utterances this earlv
in his presidency before they becomle
entrenched as dbfhing featrires of his
administration.

APC, unlike Buhari's, is notbased on
those who have been loyal to him
over the years and decaded; rather, his
"estate" is based on those who have
been his beneficiaries in the long war
of attrition and conquest againEt the
PDP. Ask no questi<ins as t"o how he
amassed the vast war chest that was

least in the pre,sent perirrcl whcn "es-
tates" and "franchiJes" arc beins ne-
gotiated and traded in the,lc*.tilinrr
party at the same time that what thI
parly really.and trtrly stands filr rc-
malns unclear, cven t<l its own
ideologtres and within its rank-and-
file followcrship. The real worrv
within the rulingparry itself and thi:
country at large is that there are doz_
ens, perhaps scores of other ',Sarakis,,
lurkhg within the heart and soul of
the new ruling party waibing for their
chance to strike it big and rictr, change
and progress be dairned. ' o-

.Malfam Shehu, all is far from well
wrth the APC as the new mlhe Dartv
and the President has a larqe,Ejr",if
what needs to be correctefi 

^ th;;
fairs of the party. If perhaps thJ;
seems to be too much ,,Dogon
Turenchi" ln my .rr" of *o;;tk;
neo-teudalism" arrd,, fealt r/,,, permit

fre to say that what I have 6e#;*r_
Tg T this-long letter is realy qfite
sxnpte and straighfforward aha'it istrus: we are still at an early stase in
bo th the administm tion tJ'thil'i+;;_
oenr and the time of the ApC as a new
:l\g pilA; before it is i; r"[;;;
rorehe becomes hrownasa rulerwho
chooses those he favors o. disfi"oo
depending olhis past and .;;i;;:
perlences, Muhammadu nuniii
shou_ldstrive to be thtp;;,d;, .;:ilipqtrgf thecountry, thbp*e th;;il;notvote for him ui*r.tiui [;;th;]voted for him. He must especiallvdevote himsetf to u Uettli i,6i;iiil
ii"',r,iiry,5: ff 

,,m 
H:i.i?,s5powerful few foi *hom ,#'i#tf,gt thu. nation *o. 

^airtt idn;iHt
tr;",rr1utr:H$l**"*a*"uI
ampre wil redotmo'T^T*ry: F:*-
l:'l:1*",,ffi[I.]rt-fl"]LBH:
p:lthepresil;;l';"f ilt"'ffi^rmf;nave it within Urei

fifr]ffi::*;f'{Hffiffi
Bior*.ur Ievifo
bjeyifo@fas. ha rvard.ecl u
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