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Between Sagay and F
and the sotial canni

The first thing we do is kill all
the lawyers.

Shal<espear e, Henry Vl, P art 2

Doctors are iust the same as
lawvers; the orily' difference is that
lawyers merely-rob you, whereas
doctors rob voir and 

-kill 
vou too.

Anton'Chekhov, 
-Russian

dramatist

n N Saturday, July 13, 2073,1

Lrf,il:i#'l*ilr,g;il,*:
national Affairs (MlA) under the
auspices of the Wole Soyinka Cen-
tre for Investigative Iournalism.
The lecture was titled "The Free-
dom of Information Act and the
Dictatorship of Corruption and
Mediocrity''. In the exfensive re-
search thaf I conducted before writ-
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had issued a ve report
-scam ofon the oil sub meSa

2011 in which names of all

fl

those who had wronefullv and il-
legally benefitted frim the scam
had been published, together with
the astronomical suml that each

le

economic and juridical order in
our country, sorire of the most elo-
quent voices have, in fact,beerr that
of lawyers. As everyone knows,
Sas.av'and Falana- have been
frofrtfine orofessional and intellec-
tual activists in those struggles.

And indeed, the main point
of my bri.Sr.g Sagay and Falana
together in this piece is precisely
to try to reconcile what seems to
me t6 be a tensiory a contradiction
between recent pronouncernmts of
both men on this issue of the seem-
i.,gly immovable obstade that ttre
law and its operatioru in our coun-
ty pose to the fight agairst cormp
tion by the new adminishation of
Presidmt Buhari. On the one hand,
Sag-ay says laws must be repealed
and that we rruty even have to sus-
pend protectiori of individual lib-
erty, at least for a while. But on the
other hand, Falana says that the
enabling acts have noiar been en-
acted bv the National Assemblv
and that all that is required now it
for the bills to be f6rwarded to
Buhari for them to be siprred and
made into effective laws."Flow did
I come by this information? Well,
Falana himsetf throueh an emaii
forwarded to me a sfrech that he
recently gave that cohtained these
claims. The speech was a kevnote
address that he gave at Ure / an-
nual Distinzuish'ed Lecture of the
Nigerian Inititute of Quantitv Sur-
veyors (Lagos Chapter) on Tues-
day,July 2f,2075. The lectue bore
the title, "Involvemerrt of the Nise.
rian people in the anti-cormpti"on
yar". Here's a relevant quodation
from the lecture:-

"While the decision of the Fed_
eration (sic) Govemmmt not to in_
terfere in the work of the anti_eraft
agencies is a welcome develoo_
ment, the National Assemblv
should forward to p.esiae.it
Euhari for his assent the Witrlii
Protection Bill and the Whisiie
Blowers' Bill. The National As-
sembly deserves commendation
tor-enacting both laws together
yrth the Administration of lustice,
2015.

U-nder the new Act, the grant_
ing of stay of proceeding, urdoUr*
4elay tactics have beed banned in
the-tria] of criminal cases. Accord_
Tgly, a criminal trial shall ba-aon_
cLuded within G months unlessthere are exceptional iiii"*:
stances which riray prolons anv
kial beyond that perioa. krde,fr .Tlie
elevation of trial iudees to theCourt
ot Appeal will ho fonger lead tofresh hial before otheifuaee, 

"Ijgdges willbe Bven u,," dit-tB-i"il
cruqg part heard mattens.,,

^ Ha.ve the issues raised inSagay's article been resotvea Uvrne revelation of 
,Tr""mm-lnilrfili#,$EA*", And is thisa matter to be setrled 

"rUv 
Ui i.?

To. r-,9 lawyers? These 
-r;fu 

ii" ;;
liffiE??$S in next *"ett-"oil-

r"The Supreme Court" - Shakes
first thing we do is kill all the l,

ipeare d_id not have this building
awyers"!

occupants in mind when he wrote, ,,theand its

self in a long tradition of savase
linguistic anE literary critique "of
lawyers and the law as moral cess-
pits wherein some of the most un-
scmpulous and qmical profession-
als can be found. This is the con-
text that makes the extraordinarilv
ferocious attack on lawvers iir
Shakespeare's Henry Vl, pirt Two,
that supplied the frrst of the two
epigraphs to this piece seem not too
harsh, not too extreme: ,,The first
thing we do is kill all the lurrv".r;.
lhis was said by a character iir tnat
play against the background of a
Iooming uprising-of"the people
against centuries of oppres6ion'bv
their social superiors ih^which h#_
yers had plryu4 a significant role
in maintainiig the leg-al infrastruc_
tures and practices of a dog_eat_doe
gocial order. I quote the w6rds herE
m the hgpe, the wish that the law_
yers and the judges who have forIong prevented the men and
women bleeding our countrv and
rts resources dry may perha.6s set
a ghmpse of the seirtimenti tfiat
some of the world,s greatest liter_
a,ry minds _have expiessed uUo"t
tnem and their kind.

conscienceless doctors, kill too.
They "kill", not directly and inter-
personally but by the indirect and
epipheno-menal 6ffects and conse-
quences of the le_galistic protection
and cover that tliey give their cli-
ents, the looters wtio,"it seerrs, c;rn
never be successfully prosecuted
in the law courts of the Una.

If all this talk about ,,killins,,
seems unwarranted in its aooYi-
cation to l?wyers and judges'ilrat
are, after all, rnerely pra6ticilre their
lawful professicin (no pu"n in_
tended), please consider tfie N2.53
trillion naira that was looted in the
oil subsidy mega-scam; consider
too, the fact that thanks to lawyers
and judges, not a kobo of U,ratlo"t
may everbe recovered; and finallv.
consiler the number of lives thil
could have been saved or *iJ"
richer-and more fulfilled if ; f;:
tion of that N2.53 trillion 

"ii.u 
ilia

been productively spent to create
iops, br${ roads, improve hosoi_
tats and clinics and rdise the qu'al_
ity of teaching in our p.i*i.u=""a
seconclary schools. And ingeed.tnere are no literal cannibals
l|)rmore, if ever they existed a.-,olstmct social or ,,tiibal,, 

g.oupjwhat we have now .ana" hi,Ie
aplenfy, thanks to manybf o*E"rirarned hwYers and j,uitges, are so_

9jfl,gu.*illls who nave not the
|xglllest qkqg that they are ,,kill_

flg.. lunoreds of thous"ands, mil_
lons ttugugh the sense of total orc>tectron that they feel when thevroot, and loot, and loot yet again.,
. At this stage, it is perhaps timem tnls discussion to b-rine iirto orr
conversation two lawveri who in_
deed recently have tiad much to
say on these Gsues. Moreover, they
are eminent, progressive and pa--

triotic lawyers. These are none
other than Professor Itse Saeav and
Mr. Femi Falana, SAN. tniri arti-
cle published in The fJation on
Sunday, luly 79,2015, titled ,,poli-
tics, Public-Service, Moralitv and
Integnty in Nigeria", Sagay'more
or less admitted that thdtdw and
the manner in which it is
inourlawcourts atthe time
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In the war a tcoffuption effective
prosectrtions not probes are the ultimate weapons

o

f START my column this week
I with two Separate but related
I questions oi',d their answers,
together with the known, docu-
mented effects of the answers.
First ouestion: what does a orobe
of probable or suspected ca'ses of
lootrng of government revenues
or assets achieve? Answer: if suc-
cessful, it will reveal the identi-
ties, the names of the culprits, to-
gether with the sums they might
have stolen. Known and doiu-
mented effects: in most cases no
effect is achieved; there are no
punishments, and no refund of
stolen loot. Second ouestion:
what will vigorous and effective
prosecution of identified and
named culprits of looting of gor.-
ernment or public fundi and as-
sets achieve? Ansr.r,er: it will re-
cover vast amounts of stolen loot;
it n'ill send culprits to long termsoI lmprlsonment; and lt r,r,ill
sen'e as a r.r,arning, a deterrent to
others that corrupEon n,ill be metwith the full forte of the law in
our country. Known and docu_
mented effects: None, preciselv
because vigorous una'"ff".t*'"

countrv that
there 'hru"
been even
probes to
probe probes!
In my recol-
lection, the
most recent of
such
uniquely Ni-
gerian and
endlessly re-
dundant
"probes-to-
probe-
probes" is the
well known
scandal-
within-a-
scandal in-
volvine the
Hon F7rouk
Lawan. As
readers of this
piece may re-
call, in - the
probe into the
oil subsidy-
mega scam of
2077 bv a
Committi:e of
the House of
Representa-
tives that
Lawan
chaired, he
was caught in
a bribery
setup that
then'attracted
a probe of
Lawan and
his Commit-
tee by a Sub-
Committee ofthe same
House of
Representa-
tives. In that
notoriotrs
case/ neither
the person be-rng probed
who bribed
Lawan nor
Lawan him-

r

ing judicial system, you can't jail
them and you can't make them
pay back what they have looted,
you can at least shame them by
ievealing through probes whb
they are and how much they have
looied. If this underlvine losic
holds true, it means thit oilrs iE a
society that has akeady lost the
entire war against corruption
even before the first battle - in the
law courts - has been foueht and
lost. And there is also the f'act that
our looters are completelv be-
yond shame; indeed io the'con-
trary, they normativelv wear
theii "shame" like a bidse of
honor, unfortunatelv witfi the
connivance of thd pooular
masses, the looted and tfie dir".,-
franchised.

The great challenqe now is to
shift the indisputabli sreat oub-
lic interest in-the s,icc"ess ol th"

all probes; far from it. Probes have
their uses, especially if and wher
they are complemented by vigor-
ous and effective prosecutions.
\Alhat I am saying is that beyond
the calls for probes, please pay
far greater attention to what is
going on in the law courts! The
names of the most active and no-
torious senior lawvers, masis-
trates and- judges #ho'prou'ld"
cover and protection to the
lootocrats should be publicized.
Tear away the cloak'of judicial
respectability and persorial ano-
nymity from theii "illustrious,,
careers! Don't scapegoat them in
place of the looiolrats them-
selves, but unmask the hidden
symbiosis between the two
groups! Above all else, pay atten_
tion to the Administration of lus-
tice Act of 2075 and fight wit6 all
your moral energy aid political
imagination to mlke sure that the
provisions of this new Act are en_
forced in our law courts.

Naturally, the reader will
wonder: what exactly is the Ad_
ministration of Justice Act of 20i5
a.bou_tf Well, here I must confess
that I -have myself just come intoknowledge of boih its clearlvrevolution?ry implicatio.,, u.,&
rne Eemendous obstacles that we
may.expec_t from the forces bothlnsrcte and outside our tudicialsystem who benefit from'th;-;i;:
llr: q"o that favors looteis. FJrrnrs reason, rather than give aslmunaryor outline of the"provi_
r^,o.r',: and implications o? tnrcACr/ I mtend next week to invite
?,1" o.. two members of the ;uai_
:111y to share the space 

"1in-*column with me in discuss-i-oriand explication or ir,u'IJt."el,
now/ Iet me close the present aii_cussion with the foll5wing';,iui,
words".

H:
'osecutiont of criminal I
ve been virtually absent in our

ooters

law courts for at Ieast the last dec-
ade and a half; our count ryisa
looters' paradise, the most re-
doubtable in the whole world

The causa tive background tothis series of questions and an_
swers is the controver'sy currently
ragmg ov
Presiilent

er the arur
Buhari th

ouncement df
at his admin-istration's probe of corruption inour country wi ll be limited toonly the adririnii tration of his im_mediate predecessor in offi C€,Goodluck onathan. I am not un-mterested in the con troversY, butI confess that it is of ',tery mildinterest to me. If I had to take aclear and unambi uous positionon the issue, it wil be that Buhariought not to limit the robe to theonathan admirustratlon/ that allthe administii tions since the re- ."Who wil I bethe new Ministurn to civi lian rule in 1999 General? Will he or she wrestshould be probed. This is be- 'lootoc rats'?cause, absol utely withou t any ex-ception, looting with impunitywas a constant and invariant

Phe
Oba

nomenon as much in thesan;o and yar, Adua admin_istr'ations as in the onathan

*, ","f ,"t'"'T 
^T 

:?"1*i.:i f. ll;_tion in our couni.y^i"' r'i.,;'lrt;courts is the fact thit o"ii;oi;;;have Qg"., far more.*ia"iy"s".l
cessfully prosec
c o un tr y' tlia n- ;; 

illg::xi",tT:$t,
:ig]il1:*it"n. been uns uc_
11ss 

f .ully p.oru., iu J ;'N€""rir;courts have been. victo.flouilvpr.osecuted abroad yo, tni",ii"
fi llti:ffi ifl 

,ilTt-}iil|,,.."g},t
;udicial order in

$.tliffi*itif#,i-fl*i
133_nlries in the *o.ia -ililt

i,,Tti::+ifil ti:: 1#"1 S rfi
trie_s and u"it',)"tffi:ti".?:fi
:.1',t" : :.' ?il|"".? :, l" ;. E p;;',I

l*[Fr{i.$$}ffi
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rter of J
control

us-tice and Attornev
ot the law from th'e

ernment. For this reason, B
Eov-

uhariis playine in
who, for tHeir

tohands of those
own self,-rnterestedreasons, have been

and acrimonlous noises
maki

LB"
loud
t thenew administration, s intendedprobe is

directed
ng but a witch-huntnothi

ministration
solely at the

And now
onathan ad-

stated myownv iews on the ma
I

ter, I w ish to say with u, *r. hemphasis as I can muster that thiscontroversyisadiv ersion away
f th-e

from the most serious area owar agarnst corr

I
havin

our countrV. Th:
other than uieoro
prosecution"of 
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ramifi cations for
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uption a:
the survi
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val ofls area is none

us. and effective
crrminal CASCS
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against our handm ighty
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