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Between ourselves and our mshmho; octiorna
betw eMarx and Rousseau: election eve reflectior ‘

Men make their own hlst?]ry,
but they do not make it as td?r/
please; they do not make 1§)u:1 b
self-selected circumstances but u
der existing circumstances

Karl Marx

; ot
Man is born free but he is e
rywhere in chains. One man thul;kf
himself the master of others,h u
he remains more of a slave than

they are.
Jean Jacques Rousseau

The thing caught in Nte's trap
is much bigger than Nte.
Chinua Achebe

whether or not we are actually

on the eve of the 2015 election
cycle in our country. On December
24 every year - and after ear - we
know we are at the eve of hristmas.
But there is no such natural certainty
with the current election cycle in Ni-
geria. We were on the eve of the in-
stitutionally fixed presidential elec-
tion on February 13, 2015. But ten days
before that date, the elections were
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between Marx and R

’s conceiving is fathomless.
His %gmgmty will%ise b_eyond t'he
present reaches of the mind. Orisa
reveals destiny as — self-destination

Wole Soyinka

What lies behind us and what lies
ahead of us are tiny matters com-
pared with what lies within us.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

T the end of last week’s be-
ginning essay in this series, I
posed §1e following question
with the promise that it would b the
starting point for this week’s conclud-
ing piece: Who amon, genuine, inde-
dent-minded patriots in our coun-
try today think that we first have to
change the character, the morality of
a Fayose, a Chris Ubah or a Musiliu
Obanikoro from within before we can
make our present constitutional and
institutional arrangements give us
free, fair and credible elections? In case
the basis for my citing these particu-
lar persons is either not clear Or is per-
ceived as a reflection of a partisan pro-
motion of the electoral interests of
the APC, the main opposition party,
let me quickl makep Is)ome clarifica-
tions that wou}:i better reveal my pur-
poses in this series.

As nearly every knows, Fayosg,
Ubah and Obanikoro are the main
anti-heroes of the Ekiti-Gate electoral
mega-fraud. Well then, consider the
following developments after the ex-
posure of these men as cynical and
ruthless election riggers, develop-
ments which, in almost any other
country in the world, would bé almost
unthinkable. First, after initially de-
nouncing the Ekiti-Gate audio clips
as fake, Fayose later admitted that it
was indeed himself, it was indeed his
voice that was so prominent in the
clip. From that admission, Fayose then
declared for the whole country and
the world to hear that he was not tall<-
ing anything back from what people
he%rd {um sgay in the audio c[?p a};ld
that if it likes the opposition party,
the APC, could take ﬂfe matter to the
law courts. This com letely leaves out
of account the fact that far more than
the APC, it was the people of Ekiti
State that suffered the terrible crimi-
nal wrongs revealed in the Ekiti-Gate
audio clip.

In the second significant
Ekiti-Gate develo ment, Goodluck
Jonathan himself first said the audio
clip of Ekiti-Gate was a fake. But after
Fayose’s authentication of the audio
cli , Jonathan then said he and his
administration could and would not

ost-

do anything about jt because the man
who secretly recorded the clip, Cap-
S

* had

oli of the Nigerian Army,
had fled the country instead of stay-
Ing to defend the authenticity of tg,e
audio clip. This is exactly what
Jonathan said: “How can we do any-
: thmc}; about it when the man who re-

corded it ran away”? As everyone
knows, Captain Kolj fled for his life.

his absence, his junior brother was
arrested, kept in Prison for seven

self if he had not fled for his life. To

cap the series of iImpunities that fo]-
= lowed the original mega-impunity of
the Ekiti-Gate electoral fraud itself,

Erlathan then sent Obanikoro’s name

BIODUN JEYIFO

He

*From military dictator to bour

to the Senate for confirmation as Min-
ister of State in the Foreign Ministry.
And of course, against the hueand cry
of both opposition Senators aqd the
Nigerian public, the Senate President,
David Mark, had Obanikoro con-
firmed.

In all this we must remember that
without Captain Sagir Koli, we would
never have Enown anything about the
revelations of Ekiti-Gate. The impu-
nity with which the use of the army,
the police and electoral officers to rig
the ﬁme 2014 Ekiti State governorship
elections for Fayose and the PDP was
perpetrated in secret. Like all institu-
tions and organs of the Nigerian state,
the army, the police and the election
commission, together with the
women and men who serve in them,
are expected to be above undue and
illegal control and manipulation by
anybody, no matter how hi hly

laced "l};ﬁs, indeed, is the moral and
E.mctional foundation of state and pub-
lic institutions in all modern societies:
rational, objective, impersonal and
tested bodies before which all persons
whether rich or poor, educated or un-
educated get equal, lawful treatment.
This is why, initially, the impunity
revealed l?IlEkjti-Gate had to be done
in secret. Thus, it is a mark of the ut-
terly corrupt and dysfunctional state
of our institutions that when the se-
cretimpunity was exposed, the impu-
nity became even more brazen and
cynical. Fayose said “I am the one who
said everything you heard in the tape;
80 to court if you wish”. Jonathan re.
warded Obanikoro with 2 ministerial
Ieigpointment which he had David

ark confirm in the Senate, in spite of
the universal condemnation of the
move. Nigerian Pidgin English has a
wonderfully resonant term for thig

level of impuni and it is — weti
fit do? it !

i says a

them all in the culture, practice and
consolidation of “wetin una fit do”,

geois democrat?

een ourselves and our institutions and

reflections (2)

ousseau: election eve

whether the subject is looting and mis-
management on a cFandl_ose scale by
his appointees and cronies (remem-
ber tEe 2.3 trillion naira oil subsidy
mega-scam?); lies and deceit to cover
up mediocre achievements and lack
of vision (remember the claim of.hav-
ing created millions of new jobs in an
economy in which joblessness is at a
historic high?); and gross spinelessness
in meeting security challenges and the
resultant crippling sense of despair in
the Count:?:l (remember his use of the
slogan of the Chibok activists’ “Bring
Back Our Girls” at the beginning of
his campaign for reelection?).

Like President, like party. Thus, no
political glaxir)y inour country has come
close to the PDP in taking “wetin una
fit do” to forms and levels that even
the regime of Sani Abacha, the most
deranged in our political history, did
not or could not go. These include but

are not limited to scrambling for po-
litical office that is as interna%y fierce
and anti-democratic in prima-

ries as in local, state and federal elec-
tions; a semi-literate former hair
dresser as Speaker of the House of
Representatives; an illiterate political
kingpin whom Chinua Achebe called
“a politician with low IQ” as the po-
litical godfather of Anambra state
which Eas one of the highest concen-
trations of educated elites in the coun-
try; a thug who was rigged into office
as the governor of a state and immedi-
ately proceeded to perpetrate atroci-
ties like publicly slapping and humili-
ating a high court jud%e and making 7
members of the state assemp y
hegemonic over 19 members of the
same assembly who belong to the
Opposition p

To this dispiriting profile of the
rule of “wetin una fit do” under
Jonathan in particular and the PDP in
general, we must make two ve

. . e . qu_
cial qualifications. One: PDP and
Jonathan may be the worst incarna-

tions, but they do not haveamonopol
of the culture, practice and conso[i)da}j
tion of “wetin una fit do”. With a few
notable exceptions, al] our politicians
and all our ruling clasg political par-
ties are implicated in the Impunity of
misrule, MiSmanagement of resoyrces
and plain and arrant looting of public
coffers that PDp and Jonathan haye to
taken to the depths o

Secondly, there are areas of public in-
stitutions, utilities and services in this
country that, no matter how miniscule,
areresistant to the culture and ractice
of “wetin una fit do”. I would like to
conclude this series of what I am call-
ing “election eve reflections” with a
brief discussion of these two points.
The first point can be very easily
and summarily engaged. For me, by
far the most tei)lin index of the reign
of “wetin una fit do” among the gen-
erality of our politicians and political
parties is the fact that it is not only the
case that there are no important ideo-
logical and issue-based differences be-
tween them, they are in fact remark-
ably adept in moving in and out of
one party to another. As I once ob-
served in this column, in my estima-
tion, APC is nearly three-fourths com-
posed of former PDP members. As
the particularly notable case of Nuhu
Ribadu proves, part of PDP is also
former APC or other opposition po-
litical parties. In concrete terms, per-
haps the most eloquent illustration
is the fact that, without exception, all
the ruling class political parties ac-
tively an§ voluntarily participate in
the cult of silence and secrecy around
the unjust and wasteful s aries, al-
lowances and emoluments that our
legislators receive that, compositely
rates as the highest that any group of
legislators are paid in the world. All
the governments in the country, at
all levels spend far more on recur-
rent expenditure than on capital ex-
penditure for development rojects
that could extend the nationa.r wealth
to the masses of our eople. Anyone
who thinks that without unceasing
struggle an APC victory will change
this fundamental aspect of political
rule in our countrﬁ at the present time
is in for a rude shock if the party is
victorious in the coming elections.
Nigerians in the main don’t pay
much attention to this fact, but there
are three crucial institutional, regu-
lated aspects of our national
economy that are, relatively speak-
ing, free of the Impunities of “wetin
una fit do”. For this reason, they are
worthgr of our attention, of our prog-
noses for the future in termsg of build-
Ing and sustaining modern institu-
tions that work efficient] and work
for the benefit of most ify not all Nji-

erians, regardless of ethnicity, reli-
- on, age, ggender or party afh.ta,atlo_n.
ese are, in a random order of it-
eration, the financial services indus-
try; the communication and informa-
tion IT industry; and the air travel
industry, especially in conjunction
with the iné)astructures of airports
around the state capitals and major
cities and towns in the country. Ido
not wish to give the reader he im-
ression that I overlook the imper-
ections and frustrations that Nigeri-
ans, as costumers and consumers, ex-
perience from these particular sec-
tors of the national economy. What
I am saying, what I am emphasiz-
ing is Lﬁ,e gct that compared with
almost any other institutions of the
Nigerian state and society at the
present time, these three sectors are
relatively free of “wetin una fit do”.
One last word in these deliber-
ately open-ended and inconclusive
“eve of elections reflections” and [ am
done. Please pay attention, dear
reader, to the fact that these three sec-
tors of our national economy are for
the most part and in all parts of the
world, vital areas of the Institutional
life of bourgeois democracy. Some
theorists ang commentators have be-
to argue that Nigeria is already a
eveloping country with a middle
income economy. I don’t think we are
there yet. But we are on our way there.
The IEoint is that with Jonathan and
the PDP and the excesses of their
“wetin una fit do” profligacy, we
would never have gotten there. |
mean, the likes of Fayose, Obanikoro,
Ubah and oga Patapata himself are
nothing but incarnations of a barawo,
area boy lumpen-bourgeoisie. The
point now is, first, whether an APC
victory would take us there and, sec-
ondly whether an APC-led bourgeois
democracy can incorporate social
democratic policies and initiatives
that would bring unity, true federal-
Ism and social justice to our countr
in the years ahead. From military dic-
tator to a bourgeois democrat with 3
das_h of populist inclination toward
social democratic leanin, S — this is a
Eiﬁl order for General Buiari (rtd.) to
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