
COMMENT 17

THE NATION ON SI.JNDAY,
MARCH 22,2015

rsfi *twWrywmfiffi 
(008)

BIODUN EYIFO

Between ourselves and our lnstitutions anda

between Manr an
i

d Rousseau: election eve reflections (1)
Men make their own historY,

but thev do not make it as theY
please; fhey do not make it undei
Self-selecteil circumstances but un-
der existing circumstances

Karl Marx

Man is born free but he is eve-
rlrarhere in chains. One man thin-ks
himself the master of others, but
he remains more of a slave than
they are.

Jean Jacques Rousseau

The thing caught in Nte's trap
is much bigger than Nte.

ChinuaTchebe

f il:,fl::""rffi ,P#'""#:T#:,II
Ion the eve of the 2015 electioir
ode in our country. On December
2{ elery year - and after year - we
knorv we are at the eve of Chrisrnas.
But there is no such ruturol certaintv
n'ith the current election cvcle in Ni-
geria. We were on the eve of the in_
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Between ourselves and our institutions and
between Manr and Rousseau: election eve reflections Q)

Mant conceiving is fathomless.
His communitv wiUEse beyond the
oresent reachris of the mfuid. Orisa
ieveals destinv as - seUdestination

Woh Soyinka

What lies behind us and what lies
ahead of us are tinv matters com-
oared with whatfieiwithin us.' Ralph WaldoEmerson

THE NATION ON SUNDAY,
MARCH 29,20'1.5

T the end of last week's be'
einnine essay in this series, I
iosed ilre following questionA

with the oromise that it would b the
starting p.,bintfor this week's conclud-
ing piece; Who among gmuine, inde-
pendent-minded patriob in our coun-
try today think that we first have to
diange the character, the morality of
a Fayose, a Ctris Ubah or a MuSiIiu
Obairikoro from within before we can
make our present constitutional and
institutional .urangements cive us
free, fuir and oedibldelectionsfin case
the basis for my citine these particu-
larpersors is eitherno"t clear o'r is per-
ceived as a reflection of a partisanire
motion of the electoral interests' of
the AI{, the main opposition Dartv.
let me quickly mat<6'some ctui.inci-
tiors that would better reveal my pur-
poses in this series.

As nearly every knows, Favose.
Ubah and Obanit<6ro ure tf,e inuiri

oFrom tary dictator to bo emocrat?
to the Senate for conlirmation as Min-
ister of State in the Foreipn Ministrv.
And of course, against the"hue and &
of both opposidon Senators and ttrl:
Nig".qq i,irblic, the Senate president,
David Mark, had Obanikoro con-
firmed.

Inalt this we mustremember that
without Captain Sagir Koli, we would
never have known anythine about the
revelations of Ekiti4ate. Yhe imor_
nity with which the use of the arfr.,t.
$epolice and electoral officers to rls
theJune 2014 Ekiti State sovemorshi6
elections for Fayose anaineFDFwi!
pelpetrated in secret. Like all institu_
uons and orgaru of the Nigerian state.
tne army,.the police and "ttre election
commlssron, together with the
women and men who serve in them.
are e4pected to be above undue and
uregd conhol and manipulation bv

ii#i tulfi tri:H,lSX"|lrlli
runcuonal foundation of state and pub_
lic.irstitutions in aX modilr*t5#,
rational, objective, ir"p"il;J-;e
!Tt4 bdigr before whlch ;U;;;
w]nemer.nch orpoor, educateil or un_
ffYcqted get qqual, lawful heatunent.rrus ls why, initially, the impunitv
leveae{ u; Ekid{a ie hal t" U'" [ri"m secret. Thus, it is a markoith; 

";te.rly cornrpt and dysfuncG;""I;#
of 9g institutions fi"t *t"" ttu'!"I

[iTHfr 
yJHT"?H;jr."rH1-

p]:lFuy,gsu *ia ,r 
um ftrfr"" #hX

;t?""I;ftHs"l"*ff ti"l,txt:
:TI9 gd. obariikoro with ;-;,fi ;#;
#ilffi:ll#H:ul:,1,H,?ijiE
19 uqys.ral condemn;i; SiIri';

ffgi;HfffiHffirtLTffi;

whether the subject is looting and mir
managernent on a Bgandiose rale by
his appointees and cronies (remeni-
ber th6 2.3 trillion naira oil'subsidy
mega-scam?); lies and deceit to cover
up mediocre achievemenb and lack
of vision (remember the daim of hav-

Secondly, there are areas of public in-
stitutions, utilities and services in this
counby that, no matter how minirule,
are resistantto the cultue and practice
of "wetin una fit do". I wodd like to
condude this series of what I am call-

gerians, regardless of ethnicity, reli-
g7on, age, gender or party affifiation.'Ihese are, in a random order of it-
eratiory the financial services indus-
try; the communication and informa-
tion IT industry; and the air travel
industry, espeiially in coniunction
with th'e ffiastruitures of 'airoorts
around the state capitals and riraior
cities and towns in the counbry. I do
not wish to give the reader tfre im-
pression thaIl overlook the imper-
fections and frustrations that Nideri-
ans, as costumers and consumers] ex-
perience from these particular sec-
tors of the national eionomy. What
I am saying, what I am eniphasiz-
Bg is the fact that compardd *itt
almost any other instifudons of the
Nlgerlan state and society at the
present time these three se6tors are
relatively free of ,,wetin.*a niay.

-One last word in these deliber_
ately op_en-ended and incorrcl;i*"eve of elections reflectionsz and I amdone. Ple3se- pay attention, deii
readel/ to the fact ihat these three sec_
tors of our national *ono*v-*" Grne most pSrt and in all parg of the
l,ypflo",.vrtal areas of the frstituUonal
ye ol Oourgeois democracy. Sometneonsts and commentators have U*qTtp {gue thatNigeriu isulr"aav-u
lele.loping countr/ with a ;iJAl!
lllome:c3nomy. I don,t thft* *a;;
He_re 

yej. 5yt we are on our way there.

8"fltr'"li.lTl"t*JS,X$,,t*"wetin una fit ao,; p.ofil"g"".vlii
would-never have gottef tf,tie. i

r"ffifleilfiffi#*r#ffiHjarea boy lumpenJ
p.9,1t ".j* G, f;*;'*,3#f,"?"# ft
gtfifu$*fl*ff{}.TeH,
fi:Ti,'"'ftTr*ru}
pl] *d sociat jristice io our;il;;
I. h". yeu.-r ahead. From 

^ifit*u ajJ_

ffilitlJff*:qifrH,;til.
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