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I l-lh (,t,\l{t)lAN, Tlrrrrsr l,ry, M,ly _t, ^t( ) r r

By Edwin Madunagu

T \l hl N, ,.ll)',1 tt I hc.ll t ril)llt(.t lr(.v (.rll rr,(ii i\,,1
I t, rrrirr,lrnlr.{)l on!,ol thr.lr,rttli,rIr.iln lr(,t
.l,i lr.ril tr liglrl lo s,rvr lris rr.r,'lrrliilrr,rr\ i,r

r ' r,r. r,,1)lrr,rttr)n lr.g.rry,Urrl rrlt rrrr.rlr.ll Irr. lrlI
r lt(.r I llr. Hll\,t.ul t ev,,[t rtt,,t,. I I r.rl Ir uLrl.r. w.r.
[',l l,r, )lpt,lr i.tll .cn(,ltgh. rlr l,,,r lr lrrr lx,fi trt,rl
n r rt r r rgr arrr I lr rr litrr,rry t lr,.orl ,rrrrl t'rit it isrtr',, (,t r)l(. r )ne 0l r hr rnctfiar y t lt.il rlc\ th.lt rverr.
lr, ,r1,t.tl orr hrm hy lorces and rnJividuals that
,u r now correctly described as "barracks so-
r r.rlists", those who see revolution, socialisnr
rn,l \,r( t,rl lt,tn\lonilJtiun tt nrr,rlly like tltl

, rrl,,l, ('nlcul oI r ler I t.t,s. ll r,vlt.tt I havr s.ritl ,r,
l,r r r lot's not ret'er to what is actually mr,rrrt I ry
r,rrl\rr tlrt.n lotgt.t the ternl Jrr(l ret,tirr wlr.rt I

ll,rVr'\.ilt1
I rrst tl to ite entbarrassed whentvtr .r wor k oI

.tt I rr.r' rlr'lnrrsr.d on lhe gr orrlrrl\,,11(1, )nlVi,rl
Ilr r't0tttt,ls. that it waS not "l)rol('l.lrr,ilr",,r
rrrit "1rr olet,trian" enough; arxl (orrvt.r st.ly. I r lo
n{)l lrrlcr)(l to I)rtrsue this rlt.rtt(.r lrt,yorrrl tlris
I)()rrl (\(r'l,l lrls.lythi\: At)V Nigr.rr,rrr.,rr rrr
rlr'r.r l. All tt.rtr, I r.voltrti0rr,il y wl)r) till(,nrl\ I()
lr\r. lilr.r,tiltre irr hrs r)I ht'r t.rrrrP,rrglr .rnrl
conl('s .lcross Chinua Aclrebr's Iictions but
('.ln n{ }t src the[] as powerlul weapons needs a
turrr l, r r r rcnt.rl sel f-exantination-

I(,r ln,, lllu\lr,lte: I l)dve read the lollowinc
\tr)r y r r ) .rt I(.,t\t r )nr. ol Chinua Achebe's collecl
rr,)n\ ()l r,\\,lys A sn.rke, riding..l horse.rlong
.r.'r ,llr nr )\t r lr'sL.r lr.d r o.rd, pdssed a tortoist.wh6
\v.r\ l,'\1il)B lry the roadside. fhe lrlrtoise
l.rr r1lr,.rl ru Llrilly I hrt thc \n.tke slupped. I he
|,,r r,rr \,. wrnt ltI tr ) I he \nJkp,rnd saldted. llre
.rr.l.kr..rskerl wlrv the [or1()rsc wJs laughing
rn,I I lr,. l()n( )i\{, I t'plied: "Mr. \nake, that'is noT
llru t,r ritlr,r Irrrrsc, rollirrg into where you
.lr,,rrl.lPrtr onc()l yuur lrr.t t Ihtsn,rkequietlv

r t,ttr llrlrl,,rvtt lltt' ltot se. OIr l{) thc ro,ld.'Mi-
Iot 1., ,l . ', I 

)lr.,t)r. \lluw l'lt(, I r( )\\ to r itle", t he
srr,rl.r, r,,rlrr,,,lr'rl his lormcrrtur- Ihe tonoise
quitklv jrr:rr1'ctl ()n the horse, halanted him
self Pr,,p|rri tlrr"'rrorrn,tl" way antl rorle
dowrr tlt[' ro,rl

I lrI t,,r tr rr.,, soorr r r.t rrr nr'tl.'Thank vou vcr v
lllllr ll.,\1I. lilr lorsr. Yrrrr tn,t) n(,w COma dOWni,
r,rrrl tl,, rr.rkr.t,r llrr.lorlr,159. The tOnoi.e
lrrrrrpL'il rlowtr Irrrrr llrt. Irorse and thesnake
r r.rrr'1,.1 up rtto llrt, pl.rr,. lre usuallv Dosi-
r l,,lr. I I riln\(.ll ('n I Il'. [l(]t \1.. A\ the snjke was

abottt to ri(leoll iresarrl tri I lr,. ror r,r',r' t I r,ltli
you.again, Mr. Iilnoisr. I lr,utl r,lr r l.r r r .rr I r rr rr',
Inehowtorideahorst'. Ilrrt rt r,, 1,, trr.r rolr,rv'ti
lhan to know". [his,,rs I r,rtrl ,.,rrll r, r' .! ,,t,r y I

ttse in lny itleolotit.rl rlrrr rr...r,,rr rr rtlr 1r,rrrr1,
l)('OPle Ilt'te. i rrst'llr, ,tIr ilr l ,t, r. h,,.t,,
Itttltrllt'rl.,,l l'r,l( t.rr 1, ,,.rr, .rrrlrrrr rrr\
easy reJch.

In a COnlrttrrrtr .rt rorr,,lrr rr I l\, .rlr, r I ltI I lr'.rt lt
ofChintllr Ar ltclrr',.r vr.t(.l.lr ',r,r r,rlr.,t rrrtr'llr.r
tual,rtrtl .t( ltvt\t tr.r,tr'lt|rl tlr.rr \r1,.r,rr.rrr so
(l.lll\l\ ll.r\, n,,t lr(.r.[.rl,lr. r,, lrrllr r,.(,rl,nt/r.
,ttttl rtltltzl tlrr w,'rli, oI 1,rr,1'1,, rv,. l,rir',r,rrr
i\l wll(.t. lrlr. ,\r lrt.lrt lll r rrrrlrln(.rl tlt,tl
l\r ltllrc w.r,, llrr. ;ro..l w.u r oltlr'l(.1 ol tll(.
N:rrl.li,r lrr,rrrr ltll tlrr,Movr.lrnt lor l\.o1tlt.'s
I)t trror l,tr y(Ml'l)) Ilr..,.rr,IoI Ar lrllrr.:",\tllr.ltt,
ttrr;rtcsst rl IIr(,(t\ .ln rrrlr.rrrl r r.rlllttt,trr willt
(llu('l (ll,unls,lntl lrrllol r r)llt(.!r(,., Arr,,r'rrcr.rl
\('( r('l.rry ()l Ml,l) I lorrrrtl Ar ltrlrr' ,r lirrrrl lrs
ttrrt,r, Ittll of (orrrrrrilrrrtrrt .. rlrrpl,ryrrrr,, irr
Pt,txrs Irir I)(.r( (.1,t t{,n r)l Ir..rllly.

I said t'arlrcr llt.rl wlrlrr r,..r,lrrrl,, r lrrrrrr.r
Achebe's non-firtion,ll wor kr I s,,rrr,.trnrt,s
lrown miltlly or tlr.r.ply, lrrrr.llr ,'t l"r rlrlll
Some t int('. ,r11 tl, pt.l rrlrr i1'. ,,r r I lrr. ,,r.r ,, ,,,ri ,,.r.
ol mydispl,'.rsurt.or rlrs.rllr|r.r[, ilt liilt,,r\ I

also addetl, I tlrrrtkly tlro\r.r .rrrt r(lttlntr.
with my re,rrlirrg- I lrt..rr r'.rs, rl tlr.,1 rlr'.r .rrr r..,rs I

.tlso said.trt. trvo: rtl(lrirl,.; .rr rI r r.[,rtr.s Ir r I rr,lrIital eCOnortty,cldsst.s.rrrrl ( l,r\\ \tlt{gl(.\ .ln(l
I he n ationul qutslion. l'lr('\r. I wr, .r r r..t\,r r r. I r r I lv
\upplied in nvo of his non lrr I l{ l l.rl lx x,k\ | ll.lt
I have read.lnd re read vt.rv t krrr.ly: Iltt pt,h.
lem wilh Nigeio (lgs ]),rnr I Ltr.r(,uu\ u r ,,triltryl
.\ personol history ufBiiltu (turt1.
What I have said iboui At h..lx,'s w, u ks rr r 1,,,.r r,

eral can also be said about these two llooks in
particular: I enjoy reading rhern. Ik'V(,rrl rlu:,
\ubier tive dnd rrirquantiliable \l,lt(,nr,.nt ,rn(l
beyond mv strong di\plea\ure with rrt..rs I

have identilied, rht' tw() bouks .rr c \rrlrrce; ol
tnowledge for wh.rr Ihad uot known or h,ld nui
t housht abour: rhey otler a conrrmotion, lust
one, Dut rmpon(tnt conlirmatiotl, for wh,rt I
lrad known but needed confirmatiot.ls and
,'laboratiurrr; and lhev prolrde Lountet )ronl
'rliun\: powrr Iul, . : rtic ufate, lucid and c;liailt-
"ned (ourrti.r -proposrt ionS, righl or wr onS.

I he claim t .rn be rnade thdr the problems tliLh
Vtgerio is popular in Nigeria: thei.eilr ral I hesis
rhere, or onc uf thr central theses, r r.r I .l y, t hat

,lr, rr,un I r,'hl,.rn\..tll) Ntqrri,t trIl,,rr L,l l,,.r.l-,'t lrt1r,.rl.', t)l,,Vs rr,lr',rt t'l)t,ln( (..trnr)tlE I lri,
1,,,ltttr,tl r I '.' 111 11,1il;, rri,rr. ilrrl l:ii,. ! th,t,lt ,.

., IIrt l,r.,i,l, rrr u.rlt Ntq(,ri,r. rir, \ig,.rr, I

l.r ' [rr,, il .lrl,r. I',,(.tnl| l]r,lrtl..r,l\ ., I, r,,lr\. t ., / ttr,/1.,1 . .ll,rl,lli,ill tI L \.rr t.,.t.rrr\r,,li.rl1 Ir,r., r.rrr I I,ltrrs,rrrrl tlrr.,ulilr,rr
,,u. lD,tl.l,1, rl rlr.v,,r,|s,t\it r,)rrlrrrtr,,,,)ll ;r,
, l, l11;111,11.,1 trrt.ill(1 .I, \lt lt( I r\'(. Il.tl(.r I()r \ Nl\
t lrsrs rs tlrrs: I lltirrr,rrtly, krr inclivjtlir.rl rr.rr'rorrs
,rrrrl lor Irrnrr.rrrily ,rs a wholt', llrt. sirrgrrl,rr
i lrr( \l ron ol \ut viv,tl rvill lrc: IIow r Io w(. l)lrt ,ul
'.rr,l t,, tlrl trrurlt,rrt ,,r(,rlu, Iruu,rnrl. rrrtlr .r,
tlrrr r,rL i.rl r(,tl[,tltr).1 tlt.tl I)l|l llr,.,r, I ililrtj,tttott.,rl.lrr ,lils rrrtr I,tiv.ttr' l)')(l,, tr .rlr,,,r,!.
Inlr( lt ,rltr,..rl.r'l lrrrn,,rrr lrti.,rrriI IIrr.l,rrr.,rl Irrr
ul.r nity?
( I r irrrra Ai ltebt:'s last ltook has so l.rr l rt'rr r i orr-

L r over sial ,r rrd h.rs therefrrre reccive(l rrrirtti r *
,rctions. Ihrt is inevrtable. The sulrjccl rn.rttt:r
,rr)(l tl)e coiitrnr, the title oI tlrc lrriok ,rrrtl tlre
\t.lture o[ the author.rll combine t{) nr.llit the
lrrxrk inevitably controversi.rl. I frow.n frorr
l,nl('lo lin)e whtn re,rtling I/rt,re wns u (r,Lnlry
ur ll h((,lrr\, it r' rnt(lin \ f.rlsrhoods ( l lr,rve sr r l,rr
rlirr uvelr'rl rl'rte) ltrrt I'Ct.rrrsc ul ris,rnrir:i,rrii,
Ill('l,ulIrr' ol lhr <lr.rl,'ttrr "wlrrn trrrt Ihirrt
.l.u,rlrJtr,,rrr,,r Ihrrrg,t.rrtrlsbesirlt it :rrsrrrtl;i
rn,r.tnd Ici o.rlrrro.i rrrtt'rt h.urge,rlrlv,rs rl tir,,v

.r Ir' I Irr s.trr(: irr,rtlt.tlrr.rt r. tre,tl itlrnt r rl /tirrlr,r's

. r/r,/ir rrin,),tlip);,rntl,.rlroveall.,tlnlo\t tUt.ll.rl,
scnce of thr d(rss anti rnode o.f prodtttliort 1ttr.
\peatiyss.

'Ilrese torr, "ivaaknL.sses" are, for nl(., rns(.1),r
r.rble. l-or r lris rc.l\on,lr)v crit tr lui, r,t I lrl r r,,,,k
I h,rt \cpar.rrt's llt(rn,,r onlil\,t;ry,,1 I lr,,r r \\ rll
'llll..r inor . 'wL.,tkrr( .\(.\" lll,ln llr,, ,,11.,11,11
Irrlrrk.r OIt', ritly..t r,,\r\rolt,,1 tIrrs 1,,,,,1, r1,.,t
llrrlt,'rtly tr:r,\ lo ((,1 {l Ih(.\r,"\t,,.rl.rrr, r "
w()uld proiiuL(' .r r,rorrrft,r: Il)r, coittrrrvtlrii s

tr,rrllql 6,, l, rrq,.r Ir,n.,.rrrv I\l\(.\: lrut tlr,,rrr l r

tlrr. r,r.rrrrl i.j,'1,,,.tti, r,,u(,1j(l slijl,,,.rrr,l
Cirnclurllrrg icsf irnont beJbre the court ol lu\tt)t \.1:

)11 luvr'ul hril, 'r \ crn.lrl il (d. I bL'lit vt.. f r ,rrr 1 : y'

iov( Ol \l Jr,r,\ llr'nerdlly. LJtel, mV I (.! I ilUl 1. .,,
.1ry r r)jlsr t,, t\ne,\ mA.!( lt int |eajur:lr rrt rp, r

ntive lbr nre ro be a studenr of hi.(tbrv 'tir.:
h istrirv oi'rlt Nrgenan Civil War (1967 t97A) hi,!
Lcrn a l,r,,,.nJ.it \uhj,.ct of my s1u111...; i:;1
ihdr lvJr cr:ir,l. In rl,a r()urse of lhe.r, ie.rrr. ;

I :Jvr rp.rd i : dl,', .r( r ounrs, listyncd tu iil,l ji\ rl. -
lr,rtr', .rnri .jr,r,ri,ttiun\, \'isitcd ntJt.\ i-li,r., ,

5l

conrrtt ttr Iwitlr tht,rrrol t lr iulrltrturu rt'1xt; t
( )l .l t r ( )( it i('\, [.rrrt ior rs b,r t t ]rs, lrrr oistn,-nr iii
t,lry k,rt.,.rrrrl slrt,t'r ltrrur,rrr tr,r{ctlics. I havr
i olrrlrl lr,tl nt,lny lnt(,t\iews attd cros-s
r lrr licrl rrr.r;tv ch.rrgrs. Ihr Ie:rst I c.trr say ir
t, l.rl r,,rr to IIr,, lr txht,'ttrrtq r.r,,.trtr t t.lrnl l,.ii Ir
( lrrtrrr,, \, Itcl,r,in lll\ i ltr',r'l,t,rtr,t,,,ttfiln i
I lr,rt l,rr lr,rn wr rtirU,l Ii( lir )11,,\( lrche w,rr,tt
Ilr,tll\ rr,\tr.trrr.rl tlt lhI w.ty ht.repottr.tl,rt
tlr('\( L v(.nl\. ,\ly tr,sr,rvttlton is over uhttl h
orrritttrl r rilhu thon whot he inL.lurlttl.
l wirlr l,,lrr rrrt tI)l\ l\.r \r)n.rll r ihlrlc lr),) ( Ir,\

l,v ()ll( Unt [$r, r(.1(,rr.il( r'\ l')r lilttl](.r r(.llc(
tion. llotlr of t lrt,rrr,u e lr orn I,r olt,ssor I.|irxlrrt
llvifo. I ttrt, r lrr.r k lr.yrlr, r -,t,or.l lir.ytr(,lr,,l(l
(lt t\\.lt ,rr itrt,'r lr.rl r,,rr.rl r ,,ltlt,t r.rrr,;ll.rt kiltl
tlrc rr)llr,lt)ilj\r.r\.trv 0l llrt,,rPI,t..rr,rrrtr o
lltinys lrtll rll)r/rl l lr(. r onlcrertr e'w,rr ht.lrl ,r
t he ( )h.rh'r I r i .\wr rlown I Iniverrity (r i\l Il. Ile
Ili. That .rrklress is one of the twd essays tha
nrak( up hrs l',,ok lhutgs foll apart./hinrsfar
ro.qcrht,i ( Hookr r,l I t, I l),idan. ^zoio;. For r h"e iec
ond rt.lererrte, ree tilodun leyifo'i livt.nart re
view o{ lhcre wos a country-in fhe (,iurlitt
undL'r the litle First, there rias o.rrrintrv- t/tr.r
lhr're r,r'o\n'l: fieJleclions on .1, ht,lrr,s rr,.rr i,rr,,
(Decerrrh,'r Ian(I lo:.I)ll; J.rnll,il\ r),I l.tr,(1.:r
2oll).

( htnrr,r \t htlr., W,rs.r l,r,'ulllr.nl, l(.\l)(.r le(
.lntl l,t t ilr,tts Ntrqr,l t.r rr lr.lr rr I l lrr. r rvil \V,rr, h,
w,ts.r Irorrritr,,nl, t(.\l,r'{ tcrl,rrrrl l,rrtr,,rrs Bj
.rll,rrr,lrrlng tlr,, ( rrrl W.,r..rrrrl lrr' lrr.r,unr
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