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TTIURKEY is in the news agai-n. Or,
L rather Turkey is again capturilg world

news headlines, since the country has been
in the news - in the literal and metaphoric
sense - since its re-creation in 1923. The
current news is about a rather stiff stmggle
to defend the country's secular constitu-
tion. Secularity of the-state is at ttie core of
the Turkish Constitution. I think what is
happening in that Euro-Asian country
should be of interest to those Nigerians
concerned with the arduous task of formu-
lating - not solving! - The Nigerian ques-
tion. But if we are not moved by the need
to compare notes with Turkey, the history
of that country - as it relates to world his-
tory - is of interest in itsef. It is, in a
sense, a fascinating story.

The internationally recognised bound-
ary between the continents of Europe and
Asia passes through Tirrkey. This means
that Turkey is both in Europe and Asia.
Although the larger segment of the coun-
try is in Asia most Turks, according to
opinion polls, wish the countrl'to be part
of political Europe. And they themselves
wish to be taken as Europeans. This aspi-
ration has a sub-history of its own. Rep-
utable world almanacs and encyclopedias
report that 99.8 per cent of the population
is Muslim - perhaps the highest percentage
in the world. Yet the country is a secular
state. With a land area of 780J80 square
kilometres and a population of 71 million,
Turkey shares borders with the Black Sea
to the north; Georgia and Armenia to the
northeast; Iran to the east; kaq, Syria, the
Mediterranean Sea to the south; Aegean
Sea and Greece to the west; and Bulgaria
to the northwest.

For anyone who is not preparing for any
examination and yet has reasons to appre-
ciate world history and the broad problems
which humankind has encountered, a good
starting-point might be the study of the
history of modem Tirkey. I am not sug-
gesting that the "origin" of the world is in
Turkey. Not by any means. If I am search-

ing for "origins" - which would be a useless
exercise any way - I would stay in Africa,
or go to China. It is purely for practical rea-
sons that I recommend Turkey for non-aca-
demic self-education in the trajectories of
human history. From Turkey you may then
spread out in time and in space. The method
worked for me long ago. It has recently
worked again for me. And I think it might
work for you-

I had one of my earliest contacts with
Turkish history in my study of the Russian
Revolution. The Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics (USSR), or the Soviet Union, had
been formed in 1922 with Russia as the
largest constituent republic. After the death
of the leader of that revolution, Vladimir
Illych lrnin, in 1924, a biner struggle for
the leadership and direction of the socialist
revolution broke out among his successors.
The Stalin faction won the struggle, and liq-
uidated the defeated. I-eon Trotsky, the most
prominent personage in tlro ranks of the
defeated, initially got away with a relatively
mild punishment: He was sent to Alma Ata
on internal exile. Ala Ata (now Almaty) was
the capital of the Soviet Repuhlic of Kaza-
khstan. That was at the beginning of 1928.

Leon Trotsky spent a ycff in Alma Ata.
When security repons indicatcd that he had
continued with his anti-establishment poli-
tics, Stalin threw him out of the country.
Turkey accepted to take hirn.

The question that arose for me was: Why
Turkey? I did not and, pcrhaps, could not,
pursue the question then. I continued with
the narrative. That was in late 1970s. It was
many years later that I was able to under-
stand why Turkey was choscn, and why
Turkey accepted. 'l-his t<xrk me directly
beyond the Soviet Union and beyond
Turkey - to World War I, to the Ottoman
Empire, and to the Roman Empire.It was an
endless expansion in all directions in space

By Edwin Madunagu
and in both directions in time.

The rulers of America and Europe are
very conscious of the importance of Turkey.
ln one of the editorial opinions in its issue
of May 5, 20A7, The Economist wee0y
newsmagazine wrote: "Turkey is big and
strategically important country, has the
largest army in NATO after America's,
offers a cpucial energy route into Europe
that avoids Russia and is the source of
much of the water in the Middle East. If the
negotiations underway for its entry into the
European Union succeeds, it will be EU's
biggest country by population. But the rea-
son that the world's eyes are fixed on it this
week is the possibility that the army might
intervene to limit Islam's role in govem-
ment. For if Turkey cannot reconcile Islam
and democracy, who can?"

The whole of modem Turkey was incor-
porated into the Roman Empire by the end
of fust century AD. Emperor Constantine
founded the city of Constantinople and
decreed it the eastern capital of the Empire
in 330. Following the decline of the West-
ern Roman Empire in the seventh century,
"Constantinople became the capital of the
independent Eastern (Byzantine) Empire".
Constantinople came under the control of
Persia in the eleventh century. "At the cnd
of the l3lh century, the Ottomans. a snrall
Turkish tribe, expanded from their strong-
hold in Westem Anatolia, and within a cen-
tury captured post of Turkey, Bulgaria, and
Serbia. Constantinople itself fcll to the
Ottomans in 1453. Bv the middlc of the
I6th century, the Ottoman Empire cxtended
from southeast Europe into the Crimea and
Iran and included most of the Middle East,
Egypt and Arabia".

In World War I (1914 - l9l8), the
Ottoman Empire, now in decline, sided
with the central powers (Cermany and Aus-

tria-Hungary, in the main) against the
Entente powers (France, Russia and
Britain).

The cenEal powers iost the war, and the
victors proceeded to dissolve the Ottoman
Empire, restricting Turkey to a fraction of
its modern size. Turkey became the succes-
sor to state to the Ottoman Empte. But
before the treaty was signed in 1920. a
Turkish rebel movement, which had been
formed before the war, refused the settie-
ment and initiated a struggled to regain part
ofthe lost territories. They were supported
by the Russian (Soviet) revolutionary state.
This explains the [ron Trotsky connection.

A trew treaty, which was signed in 1923,
established the present Turkish boundaries.
Turkey was proclaimed a secular, multi-
ethnic, unitary, democratic republic in
October 1923, with Ankara as the ncw cap-
ital. The leader of the rebellion (The Young
Turks) - Kemal Mustapha Auturk -
become the first President of the republic.
In 1930, Constantinople was officially
renamed Istanbul, which is today the largest
city in Turkey. The dissolution of the
Ottoman Empire by the Entente powers
was followed by the renunciation of
Ottomans' claim to spiritual leadership in
the Islamic wor.ld.

The creation of the modem Turkish
State entailed much violence - i-otemally
and externally: "Large numbers ofArmeni-
ans had been killed or driven from the
countrv in widesoread camoaipns of oerse-
cutionin the lgth and earty ZO1h."niuri.t,
after 1923, most Greek and Bulgarian resi-
dents werc forcibly repatriated. The large
minority of Kurds in southeastem Turkey
were pressured to abandon their ethnic
identity". ln 19'74, Turkish forces invaded
Cyprus and partitioned it. The island is still
partitioned into Turkish and Greek secton.
And in I 999. Kurdish revolutionary nation-

alist leader, AMallah Ocalan, w?s e'aptured
in Nairobi, bliodfolded and brougbt back to
Turkey - where he was seDtenced to death b1'

hanging. The sentence is yet to be carried
out.

The current political crisis in Turkey was
triggered in the attempt to elect a successor
to the President whose tenure ended on Ma1
16,2007. The Turkish President, a largel-v
ceremonial figure, is elected by Parliamenr
for a seven-year tenure. ln April, the ruling
party nominated one of its leaders. the cur-
rent Foreign Minister. to stand fol election-
Mass protests immediately erupted il major
Turkish cities against the candidate. The
public perception is tlat rhe man has a hi&
den religious agenda and that his public
image and that of his family offend the sec-
ular character of the Turkish Stat€. Opposi-
tion members of Parliament tried to prevent
the election by boyconing parliamentar) sit-
tings.

The general staff of the Armed Forces
then issued statement warning againsr
threats to the seculariry of the state. Then the
Constitutional Court ruled that the parlia-
mentary session that conducted the first bal-
lot for the choice of president had no quo-
rum, and consequently that the ballot was
invalid. The Prime Midster responded to all
these by frst rebuking the Armed Forces
which the law gives the responsibility of
prot€cting the Turkisb constitution, the uniq
of the country and the secularity of tbe state.
He then called a general election for July.
His party followed by proposing a review of
the constitution which would allow the hes-
ident of the Republic to be elected directll
by the people, rather than by Parliament.

The question. for me, is not who is right.
or what is right. in this struggle. The signif-
icant point for me is &at the entire civil soci-
etv and the marn institutions of sute are

aciively involved in the struggle - each
detachment using the particular weapons
ivhich not only the law, but also history.
have given to it. Thar is the lesson for us in
Nigeria.

Comparing notes with Turkey
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at fiIst reading - coherent, Iogical. system-
atic and ambiguous. In short, it is beauti-
fuI. Presented as an abstract essay, it
would be derribed as brilliant. An&the
author would easily be voted not. only a

popularmilitant nationalist, but also a
democrat. But, alas, apart ftom contradic-
tions which are papered over in the Con-
stitution, Turtish history and aspects of
the country's current reality are not nearly
as beautiful as the document lhat was

Thrkey (2) x*"s.d,$dn:T',q,?,T:#tr
'orgnaisatims, except the F.uropean Union

Turkishstate.TheRepublicwasrecognised of -which_it- is an associate member.
intemationally as the successo, 6 th" AlthoughTurkeyisafiercelysecular_coun-
Ouoman Empire. tr' y|t Elngs qdry Organisation of hlam-

TLe Turkish Armed Forces have ic Corfereace (OIC).Tukey has very close

remained, since 1923, not only the ties with fre sUte of Israel, the closest in
sttong"st, but also the "most trusted" the-Islamic world' Beyond 4l-qhes9'
natioi'al institution in Turkey. The itrstitu- Iurkey is a member of the North Atlantic
tionis,bylaw,theultimategi.rarantorofthe Treaty Organisation (NATo) and,'in this

Turkish State , its constiOtio.-n, and it is sec- organisatiG, it is seco,nd only to America
ularity. It upholds the security and unity of in tbe nurrber-ofpeople under-arms.

Oe c6ungy. ena the institution has pliyed - 
Altholgh 

- 
Turkey's relatioas

this role 6y sometimes seizing poivei or with ex-Soviet Repub-lics have generally

issuing wahings to the govefrment aad lTgrot+ sin1e. ttre collapse of the Soviet

o6er [otiticat iistiUrtions.- Union, is rclations with Armenia rcmains^ The kesid€nt of the Reurbtc strained. This is because the Turkish State

appoins the Chief of rhe.C*"ra Stf 
"f' Yolg,Iry rcjgry 1l- suggestion that th- e

tfr6 Armea For"es;the Council of Miaisters death of ry 15 million Armenians in the

is responsible to the Parliarnent otr mfiters lvens lgling to the break yp of F."
retaUng to the preparaion of the Armed' Ouomao @irc was atr 3.t of genocide

Forces-to defenb the country-. Houever, 99mqtn9! by- Tu*s against

thepowertodeployTurkishioopsomside The Turkish Sqt" ?rd theruling classes-

the'country o. i[oi, for.ign fodps to pass lnsist lhat.tese.dealhs were as a'tesult of
through, dr be stationed 

-ir, f*i"t, i"ie +t"t:Sy:- strife, disease and-famine".
solely with the Turkish Parliament. 6ut this Any Turkish citizen who expresses a _con-
same military is committed to cnshing trary opinion is.gigning his -or her death

every narionaiist stirring among the minorl warrant. A pr-ominent Armenian_ jo^urnali-st

ity eihnic groups, m f"uras in"partlcutar. w-as ryur.daed tlris year for this "offence" -
' -They carry this cbmmitment after being set fiee by the court- Turkey.is

beyond the boders of iurkey - pursuing the the only curnty inrfie yg{d ttr3t lRognts-
Xirasof haqandSyriawiAii-rtreir-ovm es the Tur-kjslr Rgpyblic of Northern
countries.Th6TurkislMiliary.HighCom- Cyprus.GFNC), which it created follow-
mand - with adeq"ate tbrea(' - ;grdiy in-g-is inresion-and partition of the island

frustrates even the'feeble efforts nia" Ui ofCyprus in 1974.

tk civil authorities to grant minimum con'- As fo1 Turkish g1rno-my, .the
cessionstotheminorities. story is a standard one: "Turkey had

Turkeyt Military High Com- adhered to a quasi statist approach with
mand has even tf,reatened td invaae north- strict goltmment controls over private sec-

ern kaq should the Kurds who inhabit the tor panicipation, loryiSn g3de' an{ foreign
region li granted substantial autotromy - an direct-invemenf'. 

P.Yt 
wi+ tlte.tiumph of

"rinn 
ait! the High Command believes global capritalist.neolbeSlism-, tlings have

would encourage 
-or strengrhen Turkish changed-withthe-adoptionofa"mo.rcpri-

Kurds. The Turkish state f,as no official vate sactc, market-based model". The
motto; but the unofficial mouo is'beace at rcsult is tbat Turkey is today none of the
home; peace abroad'. But at hoirc, this fasest growing economies in the world".
'peace"'isforTurksago,notfortheKurds. The que^sti<r-m not asked are: At whose

ind outside Turkey's-borders the peace 15 experlse? Who are the beneficiaries? Who
also not for Kurds 6r for Greek Cypriots. aretheyicrims of this "economic miracle"?
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*il,ftT,srii:*1?ii### comparing notes with
defined.as a Parliamenta4' Representative
Democracy. However, in spite of the ethnic
heterogeneity- of the population, tbe political
system is not only unitary but also highly
centralised. The Constinrtion is secular, by
which is meant that there is a strict separa-
tion between state and religion, the fact that
about 98 per cent of the
recorded as adherents ofone
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independent ofboth the l-egislature and the
Executive. There is a C-onstitutional Court,
which is -charged with ruling on the con-
formity of laws and decrees with the Con-
stitution." Beyond this, it is the Constia-
tional Court, and this court alone, that can
discipline a political party, or ban it "if the
Court deems it anti-secular or sepamtist".

. There is a National Security
Council (NS) in which the Turkish Arrned
Forces are strongly represented. This coun-
cil is named the "guardian of the secular
unitary nature of the Republic". The
Republic of Turkey is divided into 8l
provinces purely for administrative pur-
poses. Ettnic or national divenity is no cri-
terion for &e srructue. And drerc are 85
electoral disEi6s, whmc boundaries ae
blind to elhnic or national diversity. But
then, therc a maxim that whea uoequal,
entities - especially social entities - receive
equal treatment the inequality is not only
retained, but also rcproduced, and therefore
perpetuated. Bw the irony is that although
there is the appearance ofequality, inequal-
iry persiss and may, in fact, deepen as in
the case ofTurkey where, on the excuse of
"separatist" activities in the Kurdish
regions, the citizens there are deaied even
those basic rights guaranteed in the consti-
tution. In reality, thereforc, the Turkish
democracy is democracy for Turks only-

To understand the role of the
Turkish Armed Forces one has to go back
to the foundatiol of thc modem Turkish
State. The state grew out of the ruins of t he
Ottoman F.mpire and it was created by a
radical wing of the Onoman army which
was defeated in World War I. This radical
wing (the *Youag Turf,s") led by the yo,rng
army officer, Mustafa Kemal Pasha, reject-'
ed the iurrender conditions imposed by &e
victors and ratlrr initiard war of liberation
agahst the occupation forces. They won,
abolishedthe Sultanate, and established 6e

population are
religion-Islam-

intefded !o rcgula@ rhem.
This issue should be of intercst

notwithstanding. This is clearly admirable.
The 550-memebr Parliament is unicameral,
a provision that is consistent with the cen-
tralised and unitary nature of the Constitu-
tion. The existence of two Houses of Parlia-
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to us in Nigeria because :
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of Ministers. Neither the

the leaderof the partywhichcom-
majority in Parliament. Election

in the
Grand

relare these to the tive
and

mands a

to
from the staf, that sorre Prime Minister nor the ministers need be a
Constitution are admirable, and their Member of Parliament. The Prime Minister
defence equally so. is usually

be staled, right
aspects of tlrc

Th€ most recent estimales put
the population of Turkey at about 72.6
million. E6nic Turks constit-rte the largest
ethnic'nationality. Minority nationalitics
include Kurds, Circassians, Roma, Arabs,
Greeks, fuapai:ns and Jevs. Now, every
citizen of the Turkish Stare is called a*Turk' and this is ensbrined in the Consti-
tution. The Turkish Srate holds up this def-

minorities -inition as irreducible. But the

into Parliament is by prroportional rcprcsen-
tatim, but a political party must obtain at
least l0 per oent of the popular vote to have
representation. There is a provision for
independent candidates, but tbe conditions
for election are also stringem. On account of
the principle and practice of proponional
representation, only two of &e more than 50
political parties - from the far left to the far
right - that are active in Turkish politics are
represented in the outgoing Parliament.

There is a clear separation of

especially the Kurds - while recognising
this constitutional definition also empha-
sise the fact &at they are distinct ethnic
nationalities. This is the formal bone of
contention between &e Trdish State aad

powers. Legislative power is vested
unicameral Parliament called the

theKurdswhconstioteabout2g;oent National Assembly of Tl*ey. Executive
of the population. [ow9l is vcstcd-in the Prire Miaistcr and

- 
' 

The 'Republic of lintey is thc Council of Ministers' The Judiciry is
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