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q,0 pon,eiiul axl .rltr,r( tivr:, irnd yef so elast-ir: arii
..).rbr-rserl i5 thr,r irrirr r,r rt of rier:ar;:acl,tirat ii catr
itr: u:;ctl, and has lrr'r'rr usaci lr in.;o!<eii, ai a1l or-
.eanizing princiirlL" lirr';rnricritique ordefence orar
ticr!l, l i( )ti .ii'a ny sir ilpol!tica! nsvenent, polit ir',r I

Iiit:-1i/ or' !{){. i' I o I r I ei. Lrr,:t }, intellectual prr.rcl LtL I io t r

oIr Il('il r( x f,lry pl otceds firim, orasst! irL's, L l( 1, ( r

eral r lt'l i r ri I ior r of iiern<lcracy - "riour 1l J) rr'! ) I, )l r I u
pcr);)l{', i)v tht: P.'opie and for tll'l)r'r)l,l1 lri,
po:;r'r l l \r,,\l rr all.trt l,ir]coln ;rbot( l' j( ] \r( . r ., r', ) "1 rr'

lilur.r,rl iL ", thc adjective lilrnrctl li 0r r r I l, r r,,, | !r( \,,

has lrclt: rrscd to qttalil'y all sotl:; oj ';o, r,rl trtur'
stro';itics just as ithas bet.n rr';r',1 trr rrr rr L rll 11'l-r

Lrir rc r 1rr.r I il,r I ivi: tlitfercnt i,rl i{ )r ri
(.or ri r.r rrrrrll lltis "mailir " r i )n( ( l )(, { \'vr ) 

; 
r,u ticttlar

cvcrtl:i lr) rttrxlt't-n ilir;totir:;l rr li lr r rrii, rttintl".As j-in-

i 0It r w.ts r k'l r r t i t t1] rlt'tttr r< I rr \,' i I l,\r r rar ltil il lle\! tia-
i,rrr tl).rt ur.rs lrrrilt orr sl.rvt,ry tlrost'ilspiredby
li.rr I lVl.rrx,rrril Iil it'ril ir lr lrrrit,i.ri:; irl Ir-rr(lpe \,vere es-

t,t lrlir,l rrrtr.l r ( )r l i rtt t iil is{ :41 uu f;s. celis and, later. par-
lirs ol tlri' wor liiirg pecple based on concepts ol
r/i"rrru r,r, l rvlrilh they argued wete superioi- in
ter r r r.; oI I r r r r r r,r ri fieedcn an.l liberatiolt tr.r ali prr'
Vrt,lr.l\, \r,lill,tr, llar'i,!c I I L:.i!t,1,'11t'r'irll,,1 itr
r,, r ilr.ilr\, tn I Il" lu(it Ili rlu,lt lcj 1)l tlti l',"',,it: rtty.
a p,rrty r,rlletl the (ierllan -Sociai I)i]ril{rilaltc
l..rl ror r r l',rr ty. i.ess ti-lan h.iii e cantr.r ry la ter, i it t I ri:r

slr)ri' r olurtrry, tliere erlerged,,Ar,loif lJifler's Na-
tlorr,ri 5or:!al Ilerira,ar:llir Lalloui irarlyi rvltich roras

, r,r rnJr l,'( I {r, Xrir. i1..,1;t lrqrriJarlnry ih, t r.ntrrrrr
; ri:ls , r lxl t he jcra,rs whor n the1, reg.rrried as lhe sa rr rr,

t I rl r rg 0r- lt'.,,o 1;rrrls ol I hr s:)r r1c th j r1g.
'l.hi: ;I 1,kl.: is ho,"'",rt,cr i i{ )l allilr!i I 

jie h jth rricai lt a-
jcr:tory oi tfiljeirtories ri'democuriy - theor'y elr-i
l)ril.tice. 

'Iire atrove ironji:l ol iristoly just s;:i'.ilig;
u1 r ht:irrre n:e as I lregan iht: pleseJlt i]iJt-rrecialj{1il.
ilrlre air lhrre pa:ticrri.u sirirple lessons i 1e::rnt
,rn,i rr,.li.,rrrri in lirt-. busirrr:si ol rrvii.r,ving or ap-

I)l1,, i IiirIl, 1r$IitrL:.rl trxt:) i-)Iu iri tllat nr) poiiticai
1.,,, i,ir,ir.,,ii rlit,tllir"tir.:tri;;)".r\illiiiillliri:.rer;',;.ii.l,

;,,,,,..i,,;,,.,r1,,..:;r.r..,.,. i.1.r
r,)tr Ir'. r,I il,,r,ir.iliy "tirut:'a1".Ti-re i;lirrj lessotr i:t

I lr,; I rr,,, : r ( I I r. irI te...rieir';er, ii;iviltll in,:ile llls crr
llt.;, l, II, i,,,r r 1 r I irir:e, i tllpliriiiJ, o;:eapljri*y . r'tr;r1,,
'rl.: l. , r.' ,,,t:: 'ri...Jcii,-'1.i.-,'11 ,,,,,

usuallynot mclnttlltlrh . A cr it ic ol reviewer should
therefore be caroltt | ,r I ror r t I )l,r l r l((,1 (dtegorization.
The firstand t I rlr r I k,u,nr rri,rr c illusl latecl in a new

bool<, Oonrrr r, u y i t r N f y' r i t : I'l to t t llh t s a il d Com-
fiteltfnrr(,f itullurrcrl lry I)r: Anilxuy Aliinoia, a

Nlpl'r'lln nrr r r1r,r I lioI Iivinp, in Oxlbrrl, LJnited l{ing-
rlorr r. l,tn r .r rr ill rrsl r';rtiorr ol ( hc sL,t:orr<l lt:sson,The
(lrr('stl()ll orl IIli$ sccorrl lcsson is not howwellyou
t an ptr,ttrrrtl, ,rs l lr,,virwcr or'.1 critic, to be ideo-
krliir.rlly "nr,rrtr,rl", lrrrl whcrltcr yor.r will allow
yotrr:;tll tr: ll, ro l:lirrrk:rl hvirlcologicai prejudice
ils not lo s|t' ll,rslrcs 0l heautyand deep thought
when thrry n1rpc,r r on the "other sicle".I shall come
to these I hloc ilIr:striltions in the cou rse ofthis ap-
preciatiorr ol Aliirrola's irrr;xlrtaut bool<.

Denrccntc)r itt Nr2;r.rlir is a colh:ctir:n of 55 essays
writt0n by Akinola ovcl a pcriotl of tz years (zoo0
- zotz), most of theur irr thc last t'ew years. Almost
ali the essays were publishecl in Nigerian newspa-
pers, tlre vast rrtalority in 7hc Guardiitn.The ztg -
pagebooliisdivlclcd irrto Itt parts: Pnnl: tthnicri-
vahy over leadership (z cssays); ['art 2: ollasanjo
and the third tcrrn st'igma (4 essays); Part 3:
Yal Adua ancl exa1l11eratorJ lelbrms (4 essays); Part
-i: 

Jo nath.ul a ncl l lrr' zr.rn i t r13 contlovcrsy (7 cssays);
llart 5: Llections. p,rrt ies and qrnli{ications (9 es.

says); t art 6:The monster ol'mrrupl ion (6 essays);
Partz:The fallacyofwelfalism (z essays); Part 8: Re-
ligiorr aflcl leligiousity (+ css.ly ): l'irft g: Fcderal-
ism a ntl the Consl ilrul ir)ll ( J osisays); and Par:t 10:
Betlvren optiirrisln lntl l.nssin"risur (9 essays)"

Ther ar-rthor's well clalted anll carefully haianced
fr - p,rgc lntrocluctiolt, tog;r:thel'\,vith his pr-cfpce.
<.lrrghr to bc tat<en as a scpalatc cssa.y, thc 56'tr. lt
embodies the political traiectory of Nigeria from
independence, passing through the (1966 - i970)
turbi.llence -hence, I believe, the care anri the hal-
ance ernpioyedbythe autitor. Beyond this literary
style (carefulness *ncl balance), ilowei/er, the In-
noilucrion sigilals the author as a conviuceri litr-
eral clemocrat. The w'eli-known researcher and
-*,r:ite:: on Nigerian p*litics, A.Fl.l-" I(irircreelie,
who aFrpear:s to ha.ze fallowed the inteilect"r:al ca,
reer of the autho6 rspecially his puhrlic comxren'
tanes, for.luite some tirne, wrote the Forewcrd to
tlie book l{e scores botir tire audlor and his new
bookvery high. KirkCreene appears honest in tiris

judgment.' 
Iliinoctary in Nige.da is "reader.fi:iendlir" ancl "stu-

dent-friendly". jllr this I mean that Akinol.r's new
bool< will attract and encollriU{rj a liter.,rte persr:n
who othenvise suffers "bnok-wearin ess" or'''book-
iaziness"; and rvill be a cleliglrt to students of Niger-
ianprolitics. In the first plare, thebookis a coilection
o1'essays, not a sir-rgle his torical narrative ancl a naly-
sis; secondly the titl(rs of tte parts, as r.trell those of
individual essa}rs, s116v7 [hal the issues treated are
not only curent but also impr.rnant and u):IJent -
wit lr sornc oithcm,5ilch as lithr?lci tyas a penranent
pltenontanan(the 6tn essay oI i,ari i), piomising to
be controversial. The two cssays o n Welfarism that
malte up PartT(The fallacy of welfarlsm): WeJhr',isrn
in a shilnkingeconontyandTlrc Pandora boxof Wel-
firiscr, are bouncl, at IiIst, to shock, and then invite,
readersr,vho had conlllmedAkinola as a thoughttll
liberal democrat"
Inthe third place, eachpartis pr:eceded bywhatthe

authorcalls S]?ropsrq set in italix, which pror,'ides the
historical background and context to that particu-
Iargroup of essays. Sodre of the "sy,ropses" are long
and substantive enough to be opinioir i,vrite-ups by
themselves. Flnally Aldnola's language is beautiful,
accessible and h.rcid. But spealiing lor stude[ts, in
pa$iculal, I would have loved to see lndexat the end
of the trool<" l h is may be consider:ed for the second
edition. And in doing this the aurhor may also con"
sider moving the date ol publication of each essay
from tire encl to the begilrning of the essay. l his is to
help locate the tirne o1'the author''s intelvcnsion as

the reader tregirrs to read. AIso (o l:e considcled iu a
neweditl4ln is the need tcl corret--t some minor rypo-
graphicai errors lil<e those on pages 34,36 and 1t4
aud other errors like tahirrg CPC as Congress for I'o-
fidcal Change instead ot Congress lbr Progresslve
Change.

One ofthe strengths ofthis book is the sheerbold-
ness - inirllectrral as r,veil a-.i rnoral an<lpoliticatr botrd-
ness - of the rryriter in tai<ing and arguiilg positiol]s
thatare not"popu1ar", thatare "against the current",
so ti) say: One of si;cir eipinjons is on th..long-stand-
ingde:rr.rnd and cJinfaign for fhe rer:rn; ri1; a Sov-
eriigr: Nati.rna I { onferc nce (S r".JL .). I-i is nf in ioil heie
comes in the last ol the seven essays that mal{e up
Fart 1: Erinirriva }ry at er ieatlership.

I (11inli I slroit ld quir:i.llv clispense r,vith this pcint.
i\liiiLoi,r Jrarl .riguecl sti'ongly tbr- tl;e rrrialior;.rl
;;rrsrrir.ni:r;ind tiie recogniticin i:[ "ethniciey as a
pr r;r u::;i:lrt p:heloi:renor". ln tire end iie clecialeri:
" IIre majoi ir,:uds il tile Nigerian poiitl since i11-

t['1 x:ndrnce in ]960 hav€ been mainly cvel leaii-
i,:slrip" Ih it the Civil War cJf ig67- i!170 or tlle
f ,ir lrn:r Olliar-l1:d altelnpierl coul.) rlAlri ili99t). ar
I Irl cli:; !s rryc rtow siinply refcr to a-s /liJtr 12, ii Lles
]tr:rrn tlcllrrrrsl r atocl itr tlte rytulse oI or rr e:listeltct:
;is ;ir irrir.'1:c;rrliirt ;r;rtir;;r ttrat tlii: lr:ariertr?r,p
11 t t ; t i t t t t il ri ir li,r,r I I 1tcJt,:t l;io,,: j t7t rt,sfi,n'' (ertr.

Irlr.r:;ir rrrirL )(p.rr1i: j0).
lt is ir) I l)iti lr;irtirxt *i the;ritfhof's aliit['it aal-e-

g.oi ir:al beiiei hi:lii over tlre past lhret-. decnies
th.rt ire deciales: "honestl1i ;:gitaLion fbranother
.orlsiitutional cont'er-ence be it of etitnic natioD-
.rlitits or that of the intelligentsia nr: longer ex,
citc:;" (page +[r). I]e cootinues: "!Ve have had too
many confcrences in tire short histor_v of our ua-
tion and maybe it is tifile rve ai:ceptecl that irii-
proving in what lvc alieady hai.i is fhe i'vay
forlvard" (pagLrs ,,t6 

't7). t)f courst, on bodr counts
Icarl rrsir ip r 

1 
Lrrst i{ 'ir I )oi I }g I l)c national questi{}n

au(l { lnslilNrliolr,rl , ortlL,ri:irr:c ltr:lni1nil lang "tx-
i i1 in1i" I Jt r rr )rll \/ (l i\.r1lr-rc $rii lt l\lijt)ol.:- ltut I a{i-
trritr,lrir l)1)lrln(':is: lrL: is t.rkinll tile posltiolts in
,1',r .,1 l,r. Lll{}t\ilrl lir.rt tlr"y.ri, ";rrir,,;',r13, .jlr

, 
1 
ri1i' oI I ri s I iL,i r rrl I<nor'vrr.rs a libeuli delroc rat;ilrri

,i I rr i 111I r':]\jvr: ( )t/r,r;r !l iily lotrg tiinc. ] rl0 uct agree
rrit Ir Ir irr r IrrrI Iris ;rnsi{ ioit Jtxi h js ;trlir1nlcllt eil-
tlt it tttl,,rt,vtl {iIllll.iIV l.n-lsitiOt',. Jhalis one ot-lllt
.;I1 r'rrIl,I Irli r )I IIrI Ir,rrII<-

IilJ ,r rL,r 0rIl itr:tt,11tce r:f- bolrit-tcss and "si,vitlt-
r r r r r rr,, .rr1,r i r r. I I Itc cirrri:nt", some Ilisturical llailt-
lir lr rr l ! ir rrlt lssrLr li ihi: .;-.:rl,ernrnent oi lrfesialent
( )lr i:;t.i:,Lr u {li;.rsa1rjo liad, i[ 2OL]5, set up a Natiotal
l',iitii :ri {ir: ['iill Cfllfe: eille to l<rck o{i,I belir:r,,t, a

i)i:rvr j)['oce:!s of conrt iir]tion.r]i;ildng. When clelib-
ei ,1rii iIS got Lo ti re ils lre o j' dr,,iir,;ri irrii pri,,ir4;Ie iil
lhe lle i;qiue,;{loi:;ri ir:r r ilelr.rtr:, iit':iegates frcin tltr,:
5outl: south glrrlrr:riiriial ztrjrr iirsisiad "on bclng
p:lid 25 pi:l' cr;:i of re,r:nrir il c:.r-r oil. a ptictlitagt
tlrtrT '.,v6p1161 ]i)rc to gradu.ur '.. iiO piri'cent.)vci a
iivi'iri:arp,-'i-i,....-!". (ir;.iae ;tJ j. Akinoiii ful l;: eLtL-rses
ihis posiirun.

" Tc be tot tlitlu{'riltxi ?iiigrr i;rtrr

tfttDt

\

\
I

t

ilil---*



;, r:,1,t,,.:,' l;,67,THE C-UARPIAN, ThursdaY, Ma

o
'!":!ury

t

ffi&xom
Contemlp#rary p robtexms of democr&cy (Z)

itr,!.tltt.'.r""it t',rtod.' I "'l

-* 

* rlqleglrrirruqdni:'rtrtrl;'sdri'tr

i r,
I

I

l

)

i,

'l

)
I



ffi-ru-qufrffire$rru
"e*"d hr**#;.",H AAefo#

m1

-&L

*: ',,r,al-l

' -" ,l

l.i ;

i' .ri
al",,r- *-.,,

ilontempcrary pr CIhtremas of denmfr cracy {E }
ily ECviin [,,tldui::gu
.fHI ic]j,,rv'rr,: \i,rr, i:;,,r)t should. oerh,tns. h,'
L r.:a.l:a,,,;. rr,,;;tl.t :u. i.rl,u lrderst,rir,lrrt,i
rndalrrir'i,t:irr,l/\..1r,ll\',\kt rcia sllelnu, rr,,. III

\iqr,rc is,ir,i 1,,:,'.,'rIlr, 'tIr.rt tlt.'.rrlthtr:l,rl, ' Ii:,'
ccitlrry's exr :tirrg ( .il'i r.lilst ("lree n.l;'lir i ) l',,lrt
ic.:l :coitoIlrv t]oi {lr:iy ls l,iyt'lt lrttt .tlstt ,ts irtt

.-l'o;;ginR. lrc t.rl. , l ,t ilt ,trt,,, rlr 'i ,,tt vtt,r' ,,rll
lli: riti.irnr: arlyr...t,.,l 1;; lr1 . lrorrl rr,rrrl,l 1,,n,,
ihe ba;ics of ri-,.'r.t;,t',r1,.1 ("lt tt trr.tt irt'l") r'r,rlr
ci:,','ilci oniy tttr.tt l,t:tl l,rtl .tlr'r,lllllllt,tt,'lr"rl I

t.it"Al;jncla i s;i( t,t .r ., rr:ri,l'rrlr t ltt rrtr:'lt, rttr llrr'
book birt moie stt or:p,iv rti llr'' coltsiti, t ition ol
corrupiicn antl wrll.ri,'ltt. i lrllrt't'r'y,'rr rvill not,
es1'eci"ilu- it vi'u.r:1',r 1.,'ll:.1, Irr',rir('lu Itlll, .l11-

nri.-ir:.' lili.-hu,\1. Ir':r,,. t,,rr l.rL .rl,r. !)ulllr i,tlO
leccur,tanC sot.rt:il',i., r iltr .ult,tl ihairr-'ir,'d
"ilashrs oi beeutyi' rntl "otol!ucts of deep
thour.ltt :::t' !,()(li. t ::;l',,riit'i.
\vh.I I sritl ir.rv,'ie..r' rlllrr.Jil:cc;.ltioncctb:

5treJnrh:r'd .rnrl re ali;:rt;eri'.inder five themes:
1l;c r;:'rr::rrrr ol" t l.'-i.ag."': rdeulc1l.; tthniriry
a r id ri-i ro_ 

j ur ; : r l ;.. ":.. td, i .. 
-hr 

p" queil io:r:''the "zu.r.

i rr{'' iir;rcipl. I n.Jt't h.'. t', tih t olir ciive, coliegial,
r:.iailc:rai 

-ai:i iingr.+term prestclency; *nel-

la i,.,;:-1" iri .l rCstru'. iu;,r:l ecDn.)mi : cclTUpilol as

lui)iilant of capir;ii,rt-l; and the phiiosopilv of
trci ,r.. In con i in u: n'-i \vii l) the ;]p reita lton I riiav
nli c I a re,i:- to ici. .: s ri'h rci r. r ho,.rgh Ak i tt' rla':, a;e
nL)i exl:li.irlv ste;ed irr t1:is -i.oolibut in his oiher
r,.,ol-lsiSat ihave al;r' L-iad.

:tr llrr \\:l(,'.,.: !,) l)r1r :,1i:,.1 flnc'n I't cn-iilr
:tr,,,, ; .,,:r: r,.'.i', s;, tl,,'.:'-: : lrC: Sayi: - l irc pOIi t,ls oi
\rie: r.r l;.rs iiitle ui no iJ"nlc':ic:l :o!tianl: \\Ildl
il;.':' : .., N;q. rr.rn\.ii, I l,.irci lr: ricirv and rrltgtrn"
(page 79;.'Iliree p:g:s la:e1 ueder tlie essa)'Hi.i
,,,:.: ,'' !,n'1,'- hiI ,;; ,r., t ir.' ,rutlr: i r( peat: thv

Prupi, ri:r,ir l,triailJ: a rl)trd 1.1,.'1, i:"llten,,i.ei
.r,loirt til. Cirectiorr ('i the Dri5id{trcl' in 20:I
;hculd ren:rqj us that our nation is not ciivided
by itieolc;,1 i:i' t bl rllig ir rt,. ti :io;r an.i :ei;:,lr in-

'.i ('.l ." (i .)Ad tl:).1 i:i. ,r1,r1.,,<'ilnn is re|e;t.d in
\, .,r rt (.\,.r\,) 1n 1l-,r llrcl.. Ii vnu ciid deef in...,
,ln,l.ri,.il',r Ak:l,rla'i tl:'td ia.tur,":clIish inter-
(\t,,r,rr..(.t :,:,rS!innli), t: jul.:ai-dn)'OnP\\'hO

lr,r. r. ,,.1 :l,l\ l)aa'":J,,.i oil:ei ilirl.s oi'1,i, rr ill a]-

iI t( ),i,\\'('.r i i s noi )- vJir wili soneiimes come face

I l l, r,, !\ r, l, rtlr.it he scells to Lieny, that rs, iiie.rlogl
I r r, r r. .r, " nc1\.,,i1 I)itnnCing, I t hink I llnorv what

tire alithoi lr,r' rr rrrr;r,l: I tirilk it is a matter of
enr|itrst.; I rr,t I I rt, r'r t1':t't' rs. t hr':h we ma-v be
l('r:ilrt{'( t t,,,,,,, r r ..,k r .it t ir': intPortai'ri irrplica-
i iorr, wir r, I r t lrr',rrt t lrrrl tlr,'tt r'tn1,'lovs iheurreli-
(,rll ,,, r ).1 r il('l\. I I r,ri I ll(' l\()lil i(,li i'al1ies :hat now
,,r r rrr v Li," r I rr,," t.'r v ,r!.taP cdll coir(1. e
'r't,, , lr.ui,llr:l ill l,r,\. lllrl, l'! Ilr.):)',, naticn"l,
lr'llltt"

, I :r,,,1 r.. I,ir,,,,, 't,, ;r r.!:l l,\,ri.,Orr)[:la::d iS
r,,ii.',r',,,, i rl I,(lor,,in, itt,!r::r, eihtticitv.reli-
1t:r,,r ,ilr(i rtlt o! 'ry iliyide Nigerrans: but iD poii-
{r., l,)r tlr('li;r" rrl prriii:cs u,'usr',J 1o call
' I'r', r: ), ., . I r',lrl ;r \") r\ hi:h rhe i--'',ng rlasses and
t|:r'rr 1, rv, r lrl,,,. Lorlll):ilIi!!,,1nln:te,ideolCgl'
i.rl,..s,r l,.rr k \, li.,ln(l.I!rrri6;n 716 p1,.ri3nt.^-
( ()n':' (!r'rr)iu,lr rl, tlrough ro: :xa:isive. ii lhc au-
tlr|r .ir L( l)ts nrv rtr,rlriir di:ur: ,l ii t'eit; Illvia;e:
lrr.rr ri i r.'ri.jt'cl, rt l.lr.,!l thr'n r.rkeanother irep in
d:1.'lhL'r .iii.'clion and p:-cpose that ihe lact th.]I
di*lerenr nolrt;cal trcuns a;e ibund in the sane
pan r ,loc. n.t n rcjrr i i:,i! the;a :'c no tcjtl logiral
d,!!r!dncr'\ sone:.!n:er !c'',u;d;tr.'rcnces -De-
nveen (irenr. GiDrrns with Ceep ideological dil
' 'ier( e' II'cv r rr)ir' loqntlrpi fcr r irr:regll
rrbtr.t:rr. \u, !r 1!,.,,1i,/rloi li:ta:ion. Check lhe
I.rorr;lll,rn,g { K:M I ) rn t lrr::,r .i.:rinll the anrr-
llpanese rr.'r t r, )r r.r I lls istance. t ire Alrican lriation.ll
iinr,ri'.r (A.Ni ) !rr :iouth AhiL,r.lrrri the National
couiir:il iil Nigi'r'i.r :nd canrtrrcn (l.jCi.JC) in
\irrr; r.r lr,:!rr, .ii l'l-l4.iltd l'r )i,
Iii'rr,,t u.,r,l l, r I,.',lr' .utl,,, '\l,v '(lo!l Il)i\ t'.les

11,,11. .r l, 'Iil('l)rli ilrVi,iul!,\,liIi'i:l , unt(.ii. Ai{l
ii,rl,, . llrlil,,,. lr:\ ai.i] l r.,t!rl.illi:r 'r{ na
:,lc,,l,,r,i ll.{.t nq,, ir,,,t\tu\,:1,(:.di,(lilh'ICIX-,
1rr.,i',:t. llr,: :;;c Ir ll..,l ;', lir ; .,1 i'Jr:l:' 1'.lrli Il

notr rrl', t.rrId i)) thI rJrl:lli-. ( Jll (r,.ll.1a:'in!{,,1
ir rn,l:,rl r,l n :r:rr!r,il l)Jr tr ' ,' tievelor:ttr.'nl
riitr ir rr ill r ru.'. l).' sl t ( ngrir,,r.'tl r. i0loll')n;,il)I(' :
irlt rir y i: aiioptcd and ittst;tl,-l in th,: n;lion :;

aonstituiron. See, in p.rrticr.tlar, lhe .'ss.ry i'u.sitn,
not oiliarl. t'.s Ipege.s ii; - lls_i.

f''ir, our,i,r Dr opdsl:'urr i. !I) : h','.' IJI ls: li,'sl,
th; i'l)trr-i,,i re i(rcoiollica) riiiiirences in Nigsria's
f'o:iriLs: \rcond. tilat anrai.i;n:,1li,rr) o' rliriric
ian strll takC nl.,ce even ir I ire nr c\,,t:r.,, ol iticc.
logiial dlf tei-encrs:alr<l thirj. rhir, rrnver:,:l',', rhc
ilit t5.:r th:iarn;[1.iir,dtl^ll i,li.," I]i.i,,',.1'), i I\ei
n.terr Iltet earenordeoloql,.rl ,lrli", rl,r'r. IIuM-
?r'cl: as in the histoiical e\,lnrirl('' ( rt,'ri rl)o\':'
(KIJT, AN(. anci NCNC) tlt,' t otttit,11 trtut'tlrtr of

parries - I mean serioris patics - rtirh ideclcgicel
C:iierences ;s usualiy for a st rdieqic ob;r:ct ivt. (t.rce
that obiicnre is realize,i, or is rn sight, the d:Ie;-
cnces, hit-lrefto undeili:verl, brgin to surfice ani
the hiiheito monoliihia p,i.i',r beqins to "iail
aLr.lrt".

'l he ea:,e for;-ototion.tlltrr'(;.'nnry ti, algtrably. lhe
sir,,rilesi. and m..;t p.l):ic:lJterv drdUtti 1'rUilo'i-
'.;un in Dcmocic('.':n \ r(gno. Rr.id ii;g t h r-utrgh Aki-
ncli's ar[umeot that irt.'r i:!i'l,t-:l ; thc book.,,,.l
tirosr rvorks cf his that are not accommodateC in
the book I think the iull titie of his pioposition
shot, id he: Collegr cl, roleliunel ortC s;,:ill.l,.'nn n:cs-
iderr.:r'. l ol the "colletial" pan of the Dronosirro;i,
,{,i:r irla s;vs in the eri.r}' r'risidenl'is llr,' iss:rr: "l he
argurncr'i rhr{ a poientr,rl 'presicert shou!d [.c rn-
teilig.nt, conrpeient ani F3Ejc[ic crnnor, in an],
ivrv, be fa ulteJ. Hurvever, t-hose rr ith such qu.rlr' ics
can be lound in all rhr gr;polincal zc,nc: oI the
Nigerian frderaticlr. The rinte rrili cc'rg, cnd il
mJv not be iolri when we see convenl ronal rtis-
dom in a rem,.rdele.J preside:rcythat is made up of
an elected leader frtlm each,:ii the geopoliticai
zones. The riosirion oi president who cornbines
the functions of HeaC of stat? with that oi the
Chai:'rnanship of the Coliegiate can be based on
r-otai rorr" (page 3;).

lf the proposirion had rtopped l,ei e rt,aders oi
tIr I rirtilr:t !n lheer:.r-jj0' ir(,!.\\J),lIr'r tr',,trirl trr'-
trie tlrat Alrnoi.t'r pcrri:(';r ilofc;r:fui( (l i:'uu' iI
2055) cc1npietcli'coincities rvrrh tl-,f Dosiliou I

have, myse Ii, hcl,:1 ri)r .l long lin'.:. litri ALir,ol.r ir,rd
eoni i;rrrrij : "l')cr.rr.r:'l' oi rhr' bcl :r'l t hr I Nlgl'r'i.; !s
i )r la ii lt l)or t.r n t tr.tl iol r ol tlre wrlr !d ri,lros,' i:olrl ic, r i

leadel ciescrvt-s a f.rcc, Il:e Dr'olr': r,r.i nr({i!ri I!olr i:,
one ol lvhich a zon': hold on tJ thc po:;itii;n o1

I iea.l .)f State arrd thcrr.fbrc, thc titio ol ll rrsidcnt
for ti re clrr r.itirrn ol a s ingle t.'rm ol ivhatt vc i nlrnr-
bei-oi1,cars the Co0sailr.rt:on Drescii'ocs. l hr rDern-
bi-rs oi tir: Colirgiate lt,ili b: eniitl..i t.) s.ck
rt-ci,:rtion. l'v'lir: we har,,: done tiris ive r^,ili have
hr:ilt our nation and its iemccracy on a iolky
l'-. .,nciaticn" (pase 35).

ll re whclc "colirqiai arr.rngencnt, Akin;'ia su.,:-
p.cs; ,, is tor the iu iu r(. In r ire i! lt.r j m, h c st.: r rd: h5'
:tl,r,rJrirr/1"i.'sii:,r;r 1:e al<,: a.?1r:s lor a . irrtl,+-
lo!,1 tinuj-e fur lhr rnrati;,lla! prg.iilf r,,_\ ln lart
hc rhink tii.rt.rr:rouc rvito suppons the 1...y arlp-
n renis o I roiltilnal p:'esiri.'nc1' 

", 
il I a];o set' t h.rt a

sin;ie-rerrn tcnure rvill strengih:!r lr. Hc Jrgurs

this last propos;tior cxpii.lily in seve:.ai othe:
-or(' Ii'ccili rs,.il's i;')cllriil-'--' foi s.,r;ie icr:a rcl,:
ri, r1.:, 1r1 "51d.,:,1-1' (pa!{e 99 -1Cr).

I rcall rhai .{<inol: r",rr'r I ; iii.ae. ;tc cc:;g [nr;
c,rJ:.'gcl r'i,,-'ul;r'e, rhich '..,rs ptrclirhc,: in fl,
,.;:i,tian oi Aprti 26, :oa2. Fiit' d,ris laler, or
'Iilursria\; Arrqilst 7, 2Oa?, gi.,' cr:!umn carned m',
r(spoirsP, LLlilt'iti,rli q or c,11c. ;il r4'7 lrl i P,:s: icrl i ;

5pons( s/Js tfrat ivhii* a)rlauCirtg Akrnol:':
Ldlll.r i, and ra:.e oronosiSon. rvh.ri lle acni 3!lv')'
teied wa s neitheruc olleJ.r re" nor "c oller't iue', or t'
iu.t rr)lu,:onr-il. Hor.evei. since i now assuiile ti:a.
ir,c lo06 cssiv whirh ! had -:l:i. j'.,c;terl copiotisii
artl anoiouirl', suuersecies thai ol lc0l rrrhici
is r rot'ei nn inc)uJ.,1 in 1r " I'r.'s:nt bco:i ), n ri20C.
(u!,!i:nc.ti ls Ijo ir)irEir'<lcvJnt hcre.
in AJeusr,9: :, i rc.?i. . a. i i ;.'.', i., Jari:v di Artirrr

r.rliiorial Paqe Ed;lor ol ?he Cr1,':rirtrcr,. ir,,o prei i

orisly puuir:i,cci pap.eii wriren iru,'J.jnol.t bn r;
t.r::rinil presi<ielicy; N,.:eri fl;: questJor o sfairi.
oc:'.Fr: .Anorner ccmrngni ar.i A;: o p n {ett e r rc th t
Coi':s:liaueni,qisernl h: I ccn siriered'rlle papers irii
prrlant encugh to lndkc Fer.Dr'idl pirotccopir:
.rrld ni --\erve ln mv libr ,rrw f liev arr :i! ili wirh n)?
T,\e l'irst nubjrcrtion ,,v:s'ha:et on his trooi ii:i
spnrch.firr0 )t:Xi,r'irr rroirliccl.!r,sicnr itosf).Tenyear:
lat,rr, iil 191)u, r\iii;lrla calxe out i.,,ith Rolclion,l
l);r'jid,,;r I r,',," .\ii tlicsegr,toshc\,r' ;h,il t-kinci;
Ir.r irr'l lor; (';, itr;, issir:;arrd h:s pciit:cr h:'
itcn c0ns:5trnl.

I;r tht e,say l('rlli.iisni in a shi'inlina.:ronom;; Ali:
noi,i s.r),s: "\!elrrrisrn rs aircut ttie heaith. happl
:ri-.rr .rilC Biiner;rl v!eii-be;ng of the indi';iriual. I
r1 1i 1,.'1 ..ylrq; )i J\\L:iD.s th,.: ; rrl:unSihilt$, (,I f , n
\ : l r!,i Ii )i thc ir,.'.rl:i:, inppirtrss nnd gen,.ral r. eii
I";n.: ol its people(s) is regarCeC in politica
I).r Ii,lrl{ e,l( a WUi : re'.1:l e." (D.U -' 155 ). ihe a,Jthol
r,1 -,rrirlr,.s "l;ce cJLtL.ii,on", "ii(,. healih carr'. ut,
, r, iov:rrrr:I bcrreilis", "ol,:l aXe stare penslorr"
' .,rir.rd isr'd l:ous:r;",:t...rs weii.) re [rcgTam;l]cs
.)r).i hr alproyir:gl1 te. ugnisc; Gredt Britd:n drl(
thr oiri i\'. :irrn lt'gi.:: oI i ,igtria (rr ndcrChafert r

Air olowo r as he'.'i :r; p, aclrseC rleli.rrism. Di I irr
l',,ir.'ies r:i:t rvrlfarisri; depr,rd: 1r'i1i6;llv g3 1i1r
-dvarlab;:iiI of FJnds". :rr Il0l i:r said, in rr!:1ior
I o Nlge;i;,, i;131.'lhc' ttrnrls a l.'. ! :nOiy ;r;r' the;e il:
a.ii jCel wirose t:me desenes to corre" (pag:157)
\l. cuesi;,\n rs: \\/hv are tire IL,rrd5 no. therc.'
. iobe tonLinuec n'xt ;aundcy.

. .:i,..
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F*n,-: i ,, .r ''l : '1"''r ',' rr' ' i'l '::':"r;i:r'F:"t"','j , i]'l 'l I "r" rir;)i''-i'l'iill!ci,''ii '; )i"'r1 1'r,l,, irri';, r,,,r',',,.i,,,',,'i.1;;c.rrlir,r:,.eii:.r:l',,\l:1r'tl.:tt:t1t t,ltt.tit,'t:.;r:ef;;t t-i t:,.r1 til ii trr,,l. ,,1,:r rr ,.,.,r: r,l,,rr it. iri.]1,;1..,.,.liill:ti;:.,..'''lt'::|.,,,',',.|..,.'..','.,;.,,,.'ll
i !;ar' ,1,. i,i.i. i. ;:, ,i, .., ..,. t1:r.ii :r ., :, ,. , , .

-respr:;rsri::ii:i-;r1r1,i,;r,i,ri,r.;1,'iii.il,.j,..]i]i,,,', 'il: l , ,'1,:]i;,,',',.':1,];;,ii,:'ll';l;:;:l;;;,:rrss.in,jgi,irer,;Iir,:li-lt,i:t!)i thoin(1i\.iiji.,i"l ,)rr,.l rl) tIl ,lr,..r I il,,,,;.,.;,1.1.yr;,,;r,,,l iiri:,.t__:it_fl.iei:dit,ir,'its.ljiritorrr,tlr,IAii:tIt!.,rrl,tl .,, 1i ,, rl,,rItC;,r\. llr,ri:.lll:.::,,. li]jltjolsijrt,._tt:leo];.li;:lntJd,'a''C,:i-,-,,'\,,,,,(ri )r r Ir(\;Ii(ir.r,r rri.i 1,,,,1,,rt,,,,,.t; rirlr,rl:.ttL;,it,::]i,r,c;,ltfl,,:rt-lll..i:,.
.":,,,'rI..nro;llt', rl,rrlr.:,rl..l,.tl..r\w,. : .,,,.,\r rrr i..rrt.rtrrl\j-'rla(iS.8i,-,:i,Al..ir:r,t.ru.t.0lilr,rllr;[il.r:'1..r. ii,r:,,isrr,,,]ti;:lr:,,,111t,...r:l;ilrr!v.it,nl,.:/l)!cl)
.:s.lt:t()i.tile;.1!I,etctr.,l:,,1(l.l()ll,ltiiru.,t,..r\1.,.1 tr,r,rvtlr.,.,it .,,:r.r hltrr,.,,,;;;ir;;;,;'.;;; ;fareprogral:im'.:ini.iiecri;r.{p,'.ri(.tsZr.;dlr 1.",.t ir,.i.i," sta)e),t}rc,,u",:i,,i,i,,.1i.,i,:,abet,/..eenlJt?.,in2.lr:,...1:ircl:r,r..,rill.ll;)(,s,lr:tj'i,.\:., f,.,,,i,,,,,,ri-,,,,',jl',,i ,;.;;;,,:;.;,li',.ii"r..""r,.,,r,..,Tcprrlnlsitotnlaunl\t{'ll.-,ri.t:!.tttl)lstilDe,...tri- dt.,Iationa! _<trltcture.fii,comeJilnbutjoti1.1_
::olaarg.irts,',vrrulC[;l"t.trrt,r,.'tr;i:n,to(lan{iinqa ilucilgti:ein.rssive,irst,.ln:].,.ippropriati;i:sby
carrctl-r.riurerlieeyes.riri,c.irungrl,,andpial,iiig.,p,.,ltil-rorticeis;,it*.rl,"i,rr.i5_ecolomicphi
L1r]ti,.';AI!.):.r.!rr1.nl1ly 1.,1r|,n ii,.Il,';.;jihi.,'.' ior,,Jh,.r,,,i:hcp;.,J.rr.,;'i.),i,...1,rrr,.:.,.r,-,,,,.-r'e{,-sirong',,itruirlrrlitisrolr':lr-h;-r1 ceiyii'r'c,u lrii.;erij;is:ar:.,u,hicjrh.rsliti-uiiiecii,,permani_,nt
assur:re the itt'''lolebiiitv oI ri-.e cirrrtit.cal'ir.rli;r 1a,i;" rr12;nsr ih;: mas:,is .:,rt ii,. tr*p1". r,f..r,,.-;-rliccal e.u;.iJjrn'- rvi::tr: rr.r ar:rl,:r'!:n;,r;ri-ri .,,,:,of,i,,,r.:.;.,";;i.; ":, ,;1:1';,.,..(,: rrrr :rj.ij*cioes,arnc,teclinahe.Llpc:rirt(prrag:apil.*itheti-e- ,.rui*s.,ir,,rpl,,i,,gi.,,i,.,,.iii,ri,:-t:,ei,;i,qcr.ir;r
ceciilgst;:ri-r:rt. hrhisse<oii;e::sarronr,ueliarism, 

".on,r14,. 
i iv,:,1i1! iliri:,..j1.r.. ir,.,ir":,n, .i.t/jisjt yo,lIitePanicnbo-i:c,.rrellar-lsnr,Alcnci;ofje:'sa ccn:.ljer.tjl iltJlrf.il:)o1.r,gg.rrrl,i,eivtc..r,r-oru

ttrrr;eeiJe,r113ili11.r!,5,r11i.'s,;llttio:;ic:hi.rir.l; ,i ,,,.n-:rr,,,,rt,.if ,,,,., , ,_;,:,.i.],1;.,lfi;,::::
]3;;:5;6'5i,;q!''v,rliar;sr::r:.h.':i^.!Lr)rsr.jerttji"r're .,r:llr.:i1.,i.^',ii,.,j"'i, r,:.,,,,,,..r,1.,r,,.,,,.,i.r.,.,,fariittsgr-,vr-.rrtmentssl-roi.ri(:brsupp:r1.i:rgsltall, i-Ountfi,:fi1aiiS,.ts;;uq1.1;:1.ait.,tiilj.: r!ir!.!rli,,5t:_Ua-cr4i-"r,d,.rst'rc\,rr;',r;l;r:,i,'.rqrrrrjir:rr.ri,d..rr.i11L, 

1,1 pi",i".'i,,i,,,;;.i ,'il;'.';,,,r;.,;rrrrn,..ar.,,_
lat;Ot), \. ;i il,) .L'i\':t t rru.ti ir:rt tu lalC:tE.:Ui -v('t,,).. t :.:i ;rr.
itien anrl ivr)rr{rn Jf I tlirr sl rcets iirid ili:c. tlie rni- 

---rlki:,c;.r',, 
.ritii.tu. (r; .,{,-;.1.: lalsiol.r. ild i,is,:iliitl:]i,,r),rii L',tlig.r!,,1. - (",, ,i,.s1-.y1,',',,";,,: .,,.;,,,,,,,,.I1r...,,"",t

,llI:1,1.:i::.'t'r'sv,tjtlll']t.tiYcl)'atr.J:;rnt:rir.,1r.;ij,,11..,rr h;iri1,1r,,,.,,,,-.,,ii..r,:,i=,.,;:,r..
,ng,11 t;1.., .1rr j(.Ut)ii:ni;;a:i1l*'.rrtit.'-'Sh.rUl.l:,r.- ;1,1., 11...q,jrr\r:,:fui:t; :._ , i",i"r,,'n.,a,i,,,t:,,,lLrr.;rradi.t,;'nr::lrloiri:elr6s''iLi:;ltj:.-rcrc:re ti,;yofl€r,3:.: 13,r,p,|i.;.*i,.-rl;;;jg._.a:ti(iiit.,
t,Jcrireitii:.,:itsl-rc,,-ridl;e"-arer.ercir..rcUiltjSi..ir..--lr.,ii,ipruosr.i..l,,,";ri,r,ri<'i11C",,3,_-,,r,tth.
gov':rilrnerlraiiichanr:cunc:J.rpiar:'toprcrr;{9'oTrpir-ric,Jnrr.,ronsigi.i''r,i.,ii.;'1-lo".,,,r..l.iu.
.;t.rleperl;rrii''ttlciii:eitsa8edL5and-trcve'.Ht c6,n.risa'p.ser.:,,DrirEr,,;ai;;i,r.i#j"il;.L,
trc'lrt'vesihattheideaofst.:r:epen:;iorrsarplcscirr iGoilJnn'r.r".n*r,ra",--;iiri,iiii,.hi:;pr,.,r,:rf
rlrrr'aiistic in ikiti-ctate, "otreoithepcc,reil.:tdi_Ej iresb m*ar t" ar} Soiil-".,,:,"f.J..f*fi ,,r..e ire eat-(!trl,clliperiax.lecrrra.tion.;,.stlre"rhat;.o13ti,r(i1; infiri,,le*"irir":gforri:(lfiei.tiD.Jn.?-trh,qlrne
;r',r,isor'lrand.,ti'[r-mAb.:i,r.forit,,suryryal';Liii;t,reui,erir;;,;; ,;; :,;.;;,;-i.onr**.,,,i.
{17r1i,'t';s) .\i:;ri:: tlre_authorisrghrifthep'eseni [ii-her'sp,oo Aiiniiiii.,,-,riu,"?.,iri.r:ortl,.i;('ir:i(a,r\,.r,r,:)rv,sC<.:-<cJ.rsl!+d.(!ttrr,ayl,er,.";.Ju,,ii.pfj"i,ir.j;,'&;r;:'i;rr..s*.i!)i\.
silrrl,!ytl,,lrrr,. I',ltncalea(,n:rmyasdlesv;tcatol v].hi,hwesceajrnc4;urn..rn,r.n:.,:,i'ii,,f,,.,.,
pnlrlrlcli,in.r,,{l(Lrssandsectorulciisiiburionol -r,ri:nori;rBl-ii;Ji;r:*=]^1p,,i,i','.'p",,y,i,.,,,i-wtalthilt.t Drii;1';). enfed progrumrnasrefluire; Al i1l(,oli);r,:(.rl 1ir(li'llerclalcllv''ollrr'l-CCffiireflISlltaveonAkinol.t's pnf,t"i-i.f,lltsi;ict'itinr,r:1..i:si)).r.!r\,(,(l,r..,r.rir
!ialvson \A'( ll,,rr1,ir. r.s r iiskedatthecloseoi rhe irt,,/,""irr or r).lrtorra) lrsoLra. .

Ii,, r. ,'r ,r;,1.ri. r;:,:-.i,..i ,,,..:i;, i;;,..1..,, i--i^ ,,,.,,,,.,, .,,, ,,,-i,,,1;,.'.0,,i,. il)--r..tr.b:'.'v'ren'.'.hati;r:c;il;''l.1iq:'1r,.,iir-',i;i,'r'trr.i.:ic;r i,,,1,,r.,.,,-.,:-",.'.aa,,,;.i,'"j,,,;r'ao1ria,r.rr,oii,,r,
i,:lilli,,r,.:t".sr.)!rar:]ic\.!!s,(lL.:1..t:j,.r'er;:e1....i,r,i,.trr\:5,,t:rrldjlr:j,:i.,r.ai_r1:ii;ciur,ri..,r.rai!!illiilrr!:1'r.Ii:.a:: '!ililrilrr0i,tirlll.:J,-..'clr.,l.ir'.: utit.,r..irti;ialr1,rar.',ru;'tit,nr,:Jgrei,1..i,i.r..:.,
i-.ri.;e Clr;r:ti t-O::sli:,n,i thr l::.I1Lrl.r:iri Sui)diir,.i, ljir\ '
lht"'rr'l';i:s cf ilie'. to etlicld tll':irtleill,lil:14 jirij,ci;tirrsr:ri.jrnar]+-,\r,elyesaiiiitthrnqti)ai
:r-irli);lr.dil,dnerd..r,!j:tl!jn:;tr!\,il,t:;,.lil-ralilrrsj ior:i.. lil..tar,l,(.ol",iaa,,,,trri,rra"r.iirtiorrri..ir"
Ii.ir:{i}:-wh,,ll:.', i); !:).1,\li:, ,l\ .rr il,i,a j)rr,. j.,s ;:ir.,., ,;1.,1;1,,,_l.i;. ;r,,,..,,v,.i C,ji,la*rtjr,,n,,,,.,t.nr'r.li-. l:ee^:,':,.i..1 ;,.r\,ili:ii(..\t;i..1;:)lliiC.ii.(,1r, I.iltr.-.-,ru..li;,,.cj ui.:i.r:f .;s. t.i;rrl:n::;,1 d,,,J)sottiatmore;rrdnc.rrrr.!'b({oini:h'.u'n-nhantJs iior-i,,',r,"iir,,;,.: ;i.;;r-lr]y;r"',.rr1r,;1,,r"raawhicll wcrk and, h.t workir:i,. translbrm the iJ..tc',iln.lr)t.rrt-r1fi.r:iilatcancheckth;ri,le,.in-
lvorld". ira'iil.,t Fnetc;,rilf., lio,l lis hase in r-ur,i iqi,'ir.,"r,. ,,.,..rr,,,rr, ,, ,fr:ifo"Jri,f irgiu ioL:rinArneric.r$hqrthrr.tsu.ir:lirrgrri:lil;nci.'ss.Jr.r,.it: -,i,,n.i,rar,....,1..,:r.=,,"i"-,irsre.:ti.,i.
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i;i;.";;:i:;'il;dt!i:i:;t<!uirr.ct.or.rLp,i(,1,.u,;i.;1:li;1,;lrl:,?:";;:;rl:;#u*run,t.rriss,r)'
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Contemporary problems of dernocraqy (S )

Akinola's book had not lx'en JI) [rl('ll('(llr.tl ":.- " "',

n'fT:fr,!ii?;$!H:rlit'i,r:l.l"i''T:[ tru,tt:iltf#i:ffl.;Hift',,"'I,,:i;g: ;*:m:n*i:l**.':",X1"*:*]* n'..,.l..*i*ill,,*t.q:lm*li*
rirrtrrons,invanous literary lorrns,onthesamc :f'::; 1 .';.:'.'

pon,,nism,cynicir-un.f}ryp..rltI..^-... 
', 

c'lldlllt'ttttt"''rt'1rar'tlitrg(ltt'grorrPsirtthefil
cordtothtprinciplesoftheircliosenpolitical ing"byindividualpoliricalparrtes. Oncethere

tion.
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