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rftFIE a.:"umltion here is Glll tlrc trrrn nt
Ipolnjcrl s$enilns anrl skinrrslrc will

devtlop inrr rc.rl elfu,,n camoaiss and
tlnt rhe campaigs will end wifu Jections
tha.t are fairer, frer arrd more credible tha:r
those that lnre so hr taken place ruder the
t!99 Nigreria-n ConstiutioD--But ifthis sim-
ple assu:nption collapses. or becomes
increas.ngJ.i illusory,' the minimum
dema:rds embodied in this piecewill require
orrly a minor revision For, i am certain'tlat
since tle politjcal situation is highly unst"a-
ble. er,eo ilrelatively calm on the iliare, rle
nilers uill, before l-ong, approach us. ftg:un,
'vtth another plan for moving forwanl", ;ur,l
tlrcir principa)5 the "intemaEonal corrrmu-
rury/, rito are much forcsidtted a:rd more
:'pprehensive than tleir ilients here will
{ain pn:ss for etrorts at c:onsh:uctins some
lsvrn uf "lscirimarr4 But it will notLe or:r
Jlrrlt if their time nus out belore they pro.
,I,cea.uotlerplan -:
\ We may begin witl lrnur Dr. Goodluck
Jonathan said at his ir:auzuration as
Irresident in -lbga on ThursEay, May 6,
2010. We have the right to remeirber ihis,
even if he forEeE. And it wiII not be an
excusg or ratler, it will be a shamefirl
excusq tlat his Inargural Ad&ess was
drafted by a speech-writer: president
Jonattran is as formalh educated as whoev-
er his speechwriter miv bc. He said that he
unuld provide "good fovernrnte"; that he
would pursr:e and mnclude the crrrrent
efi'orts d. "e]ectoral reform". People's lotes,
accordilg to hirn, will mimt and be counted,
in the nat electjons. This is a clearadoption
of_the crrrent popular political slogari- He
wi intas$, tha, f-*t as;jnst comdtjon; he
will pursre the ongoing peace eflorts and
"deveJopment" in the Nger Delta- He will
continue and inteusi&the eforb to erhr-ce
"security of life and pmperty in the countr/.
These-are some ofthd so<iopolitical issuL

raised by the hesidenr Theyllere promises
and we-are entitled to mndnue dde-rrd
tlem- \4'e should continue to dernaad them
We may now go to socioeconomic issues-

Demands we should be
hesident Jonafhaa pmmisnl to inrplvt. r I r,'
'socioeconomic situation tlrror rgh ri r 4 ri,v,, I

access to elecuicit$ water; educati,,ir, ;ur,l
healttr faolitiai He either lefl out aa'u\s t()

Nrgerian -mrmteqparb say? \4'hafever they
say, we should d6mand ilear Drosrammes
and manifestoes, as wel as te]e\,iseddebates.

Just before I started draftins this oiece I
mrde some guick checls on the"mst ohivine
in Calabar ufiere I reside I learut tf,ar t]rcE
orys of gani, one of the staple foods h this
part o-f the coun-try, cost Ntoo.oo; some.
times fte cups sell for N2O0.OO. A "normal"

food, trousi-ng and transporLltion, rrr I

missed tlern ln aly srsc l]rrsr. rrnlrr.lv
belo{r.g tl tJre list, ;rrJ I turr irr,tllirie tJr,,ni.
l''in;illy, :urlnltn[ kr [1,. rr,,t,s I tmlq t]re
l\rsirI'ltl |rti,tItiq\l to r';rtlr for t-he countrr/s
"rrnlrrt;rkryrri yorrlls', ald pusue 't-he wel-
l;rn ol (,lrr trl'rning rvorkcr.; with new impe-
hul Ilnsr. l,rrsirl.ntj:r.l promises - b1;th
sodopolitiurJ ;urrl vx'i,xrr,rxrrrrir. {.jul I{.
struclunl .logruJlv firr llrr. Irrrrlx cs rrl'
remembenng thern a:rd roconstmtltirrg
tlem as dema::ds - a'; short notice. In mv
case, since we lire with tlem aad sutrer thei
continuously, we crnnot forgeL
We do not Imow*tiidlrffhe politica]par-

ties and elertoral aspirans h"as a current pro.
Sarnme. We do not know'*detlrer rir'ani-
festoes - parS'and indivrdtud - will be artic-
r:latecl anil prfiiished We do not lmow if
ttrere will be campaigrs, and rfrat the par-
ties and aspiranls hare m"de of the rapidh
spreading orlhrc of televised debate--ThL

intoduced it, I uldentand, in
the presidertjal election that produced iare
President John lGnnedy more than so veas
ago. The Bfitish finalh <irpied from theiifor-
mer mlony ald inuoduced the lelevised
debate in ttre last election What do their

.1par:hnents, or 6O,OOO 'cornmunist" bore.
lroles. And if our sta:ing poht is g2 biliiou
rh(ri wc cim get 4O,OOO apa-rhents and
titl,ooo bure}olcs. But wfiy gr billion or $2 bil-
lion/ lhis is not arbitrar5: Not long ago, a
prominent Irligerian announced that he made
a pmfit of about gI billion from oil business
and did not loow how to spend or inlest it
Wb_y qan't tle governmeig perbaps the
Federal Golrmnent, or one of ilrc wealt}rier
Sla:te Govemments, reliete our compahiot of
his_'profit burdea- by bormrving th! money
and mnstructinq tens of thousalds of twu.
txdrcom aDartrnents or tens of tlor:sands of
boreholes f6r his poor compafiob?

Ttre apartrnenG will noi be siwo out free.
They &,iI be gi\€n out at the mi mg (tlar is,
the "communist" mst) with a realistic and
fitrmene rcpa],ment rate. A mmpany can be
floated by gdrcmment tD r"-uo fu" 

"osrThere is nothing'mrnmunist" in this projecf
It does no! in aiyway, chaJlenge tle cnpit L"t
hegemony.'It onlv coiicretises ""Ad ltfodent
Goodluck Jonattran was telling the nation on
Thnrsday, MasJ 6, 2oto. And [here is quite a
sip.ificant number of Nserians witl the tvoe
oflrofit burden"beins cfu d bD, fu Nig"r&"
budnessman used for"thls illusuition "
. To be aadudd nst Thunday.

prises that yield nraximum profits - oil indus-
h-;:, gtertainmmt a::d hospiurlity enterpriscs,
car dealership, erc - which'employ onlf, tiny
fraction of our labour force prut acmint foi
huge fractions of wfrat mal<es up the gross
domestic product (cDP). It shouldbe borie in
rnind that vihat is being prcposed is *traf the
Nigerial people should demand and not nec-
essarily wtrat govemments, on ttreir own,
should mrsidcr doing. Never beliee that gov-
ernments do not know wl-raf they can do to
realise what Presidenl Goodlucl Jonafian
-uramised on May'6, 2OiO. They lmow, but ue
are dealing with i:lass interests.

Now, wf,y the investigations on housinq ;urd
boreholes? l,et me share my thougfots On? bil-
tion r{merieen dollars t'arislare ti tsO bilLion
Nigeriar naira This amount of money can
construct 4o,Ooo "communisl" two-bedroom
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"lb realise the potential greatndss of this country, we have to
have leadcrs, not rulers; leaders, not looters. We have to have
leaders witlr the fear of God. Leaders urho would not lie. LeaCers
who vyould accept in pul:lic what they have accepted in secret.
Lce iers who bclicvs that one-day thoy would stand bcfore God to.
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