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’I!{E assumption here is that the current
political scheming and skirmishes will
develop into real election campaigns and
that the campaigns will end WiS] gelsctions
that are fairer, freer and more credible than
those that have so far taken place under the
1999 Nigerian Constitution. But if this sim-
ple assumption collapses, or becomes
increasingly illusory, the = minimum
demands embodied in this piece will require
only a minor revision. For, I am certain that
since the political situation is highly unsta-
ble, even if relatively calm on the surface, the
rulers will, before long, approach us, again,
with another plan for moving forward’, and
their principals, the “international commu-
nity”, who are much foresighted and more
apprehensive than their clients  here “will
dpain press for efforts at constructing some
form of “legitimacy”. But it will not be our
fault if their time runs-out before they pro-
duce another plan. = - - -

* "We may begir mfhwhatDrGoodlud(
-Jonathan sai

at his inauguration as
President in Abuja on Thursday, May 6,
2010. We have the right to remember this,
even if he forgets.-And it will not be an
excuse, - or er, it will be a shameful
drafted by " a speechwriter:* President

Jonathan is as formally educated as whoev-
- er his speechwriter may be. He said that he

would provide “good governance”; that he
would pursue and conclude the current
efforts at “electoral reform” People’s votes,
according to him, will count and be counted,
in the next elections. This is a clear adoption
of the current popular political slogan. He

will intensify the fight against corruption; he
will pursue the ongoing peace efforts and
“development” in the Niger Delta. He will

continue and intensify the efforts to enhance
“security of life ang_fproperty in the country”.

These are some of the sociopolitical issues

raised by the President. They were promises -

and we are entitled to continue to demand
them. We should continue to demand them.

- We may now go to socioeconomic issues.

- Americans-introduced -it, I understand, in

-made some quick checks on the cost of living

Demands we should be making

President Jonathan promised to improve the

~“socioeconomic situation through improved

access to electricity, water, education, and
health facilities”. He either left out access to
food,” housing and transportation, or I
i them. In any case these properly
belong to the list, and I am including l}ntm‘
Finally, according to the notes I took, the
l’msi(f;m promised to cater for the country’s
“unemployed youths”, and pursue “the wel-
fare of our teeming workers with new impe-
tus”. These presidential promises - hoth
sociopolitical and socioeconomic - can be
structured logically - for the purpces of
remembering them and reconstructing
them as demands - at short notice. In any
case, since we live with them and suffer them
continuously, we cannot forget. -
We do not know which of the politicalpar-
ties and electoral aspirants has a current pro-
e, We do not know whether mani-
festots—partyandindividua]—wﬂlbearﬁc—
ulated and published We do not know if
there will be campaigns, and what the par-
‘ties and aspirants have made of the rapidly
spreading culture of televised debate. The

'

the presidential election that produced late
President John Kennedy more than 50 years
ago. The British finally copied from their for-
mer colony and introduced the televised
debate in the last election. What do their
Nigerian ‘counterparts say? Whatever they
say, we should ‘demand clear pro; es
and manifestoes, as well as te]evisef;elll)]naig.
- Just before I started drafting this piece I

in Calabar where I reside. I learnt that three -
cups of garri, one of the staple foods in this -
part of the country, cost N100.00; some-
times five cups sell for N200.00. A “normal”
person, I understand, will consume abott
one and a half cups for-a meal of garri and

-~
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ghout two cups. Judging from our own house-
hold, the “normal” and the “abnormal” are
about equal in number. By the way, the

‘abnormal” include the young persons. I also”

learnt that there are six types of rice in the
market, ranging from the worst to the best.
The cost ranges from N35 per cup to N55
cup. Our household consumes the second to
the best. When 1 asked the reason for the
choice, I only received a mild smile. Beans goes
for N335 per cup (for the “red” variety) and N30
per ;:%) (for the “white” variety). A medium-
size tuber of yam costs N300.00

I then turned my attention to housing. I
approached a fn'encf

apartment, with' the n

N3.5 million. But he quickly
the “communist” cost. I asked what he meant
by “communist cost”, and he replied-that a
“communist cost” is cost without the
inflation for “settlement” and “biibes”, the type

_of cost that is quoted for governments (at all -

levels): and well-loaded non-governmental

otgamsan' ions (NGOs), as well as wealthy indi- . -
viduals. 1 asked what the “non-communist”

cost for constructing a-two-bedroom apart-
ment would be, and he said four or five times

the “communist” cost ... “depending”, he -
_ added. Why “depends S tnd -

?, L asked. My

simply langhed and me to ‘leave  that

-thing” since I was not planning to build a

ouse. - : i

Next, to bvgéea.tle]r %50reholes. I lef;g that to con-
struct a ole, ipped with a pumping
machine, you need 1 )
the “communist cost’, if I may now borrow my*
friend’s description. The “non-communist”
cost would be io

of mine in the construc-:;
tion industry. He told me that if the land is-
provided he could construct a two-bedroom .

facilities, for =
ded that thisis-
-empl

ut N2.5 million. Thatis -

ut four or five times that fig- -
soup. An “abnormal” person Wil consume. Ure ... “all depgndxng’i This time around I

pressed for the meaning of “depending”. I
was told that “depending” means “depend-
ing on whether the person awarding the
contract is too greedy or not’, and the num-
ber of people to be “settled”.

I undeértook the brief market survey of
prices of basic foods just to give some indi-
cation of the cost of sheer biological repre-
duction ~ the cost, not only on the poor
household, but also on the a ~income
household. That is the cost of remaining
alive from day to day. We arenot talking of
other human needs. It is simply min:d-blow-
ing to think of how the mass of people
including those employed, unemployed,
underemployed and under-paid, whom you
see on the road manage to alive. This
should inform the concrete demands our
labour movements and “sociopolitical
activists make concerning minimum wage
for those that are employed‘and reliefs for
those who are not employed or are under-

Outside our main towns and cities we see

CCESSATY” Jarge expanse of lands that are under-

uhhsedornotuft'ﬂisedaﬁallWealsosee
large numbers of unemployed and under-
employed - Nigerians, = able-bodied
Nigerians. These g]eople, and the lands, can

be brought er for agricultural and
semi-industrial production. The govern-
ment can borrow part of the ~profits of

the rich and, with this, provide grants and

loans-to-these people-at humane rates of -

repayment. The form of oﬁam’saiion of this
production can, and should, vary: individ-
Efa], collective, (:1010 I dor co(r;;ll;maﬁtglls
organisational forms - depending on the
preferences of the people concern ;
- I can hear investors, “economists” and
E ere&:ﬂamxs” and their ideologues shout
that they smell “socialism”, this discredited
socialism! They would prefer to continue
searching for economic sectors and enter-

prises that yield maximum profits - oil indus-
try, entertamment and hospitality enterprises,
car dealership, etc — which employ only a tiny
fraction of our labour force but account for
huge fractions of what makes up the gross
domestic product (GDP). Tt should be borne in
mind that what is being proposed is what the
Nigerian people should demand, and not nec-
essarily what governments, on their own,
should consider doing. Never believe that gov-
ernments do not know what they can do to
realise what President Goodluck Jonathan
promised on May 6, 2010. They know; but we
are dealing with class interests. .
Now, wﬁy the investigations on housing and
boreholes? Let me share mry thoughts. One bil-
Hon American dollars translate to 150 billion
Nigerian naira. This amount of money can
construct 40,000 “communist” two-b m
apartments, or 60,000 “communist” bore-
holes. And if our staring point is $2 billion,
then we can get 40,000 apartments and
60,000 boreholes. But why $1 billion or $2 bil-
lion? This is not arbitrary. Not long ago, a
prominent Nigerian announced that ge made

- a profit of about $1 billion from oil business
- and did not know how to spend or invest it.

Why can't the government, perhaps the
Federal Government, or one of & wealthier
State Governments, relieve our compatriot of
his “profit burden” by borrowing the money
and constructing tens of thousands of two-
bedroom apartments or tens of thousands of
boreholes for his poor compatriots? -

The apartments will not be given out free.
Theyvfiﬁbegh‘renoutattherealwst, (that is,
the “communist” cost)  with a realistic and
humane repayment rate. A company can be
floated by government to recover the cost.

There is nothing “communist” in this project.
It does not, in any way, challenge the capitalist
hegemony. It only concretises what President

Goodluck Jonathan was telling the nation on
Thursday, May 6, 2010.-And there is quite a
siligniﬁcant number of Nigerians with the type
of “profit burden”being carried by the Nigerian

" businessman used for this illustration.

» To be concluded next Thursday. R

v

oy



§ o

1

THE GUARDIAN, Thirsday, June 10, 2010
. W

!
WHEN, some years ago, I suggested the
construction of houses and boreholes

for our‘poor compatriots and the establish-
ment of agricultural and semi-industrial
farms for the jobless - at non-exploitative
costs ~a number of my “non-ideological”
friends accused me of being abstract.
%I’leasc sce last Thursday’s column for the

irst installment of this article). They said
my suggestion was not “practicable”. The
condescending ones among them blamed
my not being an “economist” for my igno-
rance. I was therefore relieved when, re-
centl?'. Iread a similar suggestion on
housing for the poor, in a book written by
two American scholars. Their idea is embod-
ied in their recently published work, The
ABCs of the Economic Crisis.

After articulating the housing-for-the-poor

" idea, the authors, Michael D. Yates and Fred

Macduff, sadly commented: “A wonderful
idea, isn'tit? Yes, it is, but it misses entirely
the political reality of capitalism. Capital-
ists would raise a storm of protest against
this public encroachment on the private
sector, which, if successful, would greatly

* reduce their dbility to make money in the

7
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housing market, Their many flunkies in
Congress and the media would rail against
this 'socialist’ nonsense. Of course, if there
was a massive, strong, and militant labour
movement willing to take to the streets to
sulp%ort and defend such a programme, it
might have a chance” (page 39).

The same thing, sadly, can be said of Niger-
fan capitalists and their allies In govern-
mentand the media. But the American
authors'implied regret about the absence
of a “massive, strong, and militant labour
movement” does not apﬁly to Nigeria, Our
labour movement has a history of militancy
-strengthened now by its strategic alliance
with civil society organisations and unaffili-
ated activists, What remains is the ability to

Demands we should be maldng (2} "

continually articulate simple, uncompli-
cated and non-sectarian popular demands
and deliver these demands appropriately
and with concentrated force. And, of course,
this strategic alliance should become
stronger and stronger and should be permit-
ted, and assisted, but without being rushed,
to develop appropriate organisational

. forms. No one can predict when the in-

evitable historical leap from the current na-

tional mess will take place. -
We are not yet done with illustration from

America, our planet's sole super-powerand ..«

the undisll)uted model of democracy for our

political elite - of the Rightand, unfortu- .

nately, of the Leftalso, Further down the
book quoted above, the authors lamented ™~
the socioeconomic and income disparities in
America: “By 2006 the top one per cent of
American households received close toa
quarter of all income and the top 10 per cent
80t 50 per cent of the income pie. In 2008;
the 400 richest Americans had a collective
net worth of $1.6 trillion, more than the com-
bined wealth of the bottom 150 million
Americans, This degree of income and
wealth inequality was last seen just before
the beginning of the Great Depression”,
(Page 50). Let us not forget that these au-
thors, prominent soclalsclence scholars and
activists, are Americans, not North Koreans

. to countries abroad, and you see tha

- of Bassey Ekpo Bassey in just 15 months PR

or Nigerlans; and they are discussing Amer- . .
ica, not Cuba or Nigeria, The income and
wealth inequalities in Nigeria are wider than
those of Ainerica. Rene s

We may turn to the other side of the coin. In
response to the last question he was asked in
the interview reviewed in this column two *
weeks ago, Chief Anthony Enahoro regret-
ted: “I feel disappointed that things are still
going on the way they are and when go}:x go

the;

can do some simple things and you comey i
back home and you find we can't, it is very
sad. You wish that we could run our country
the way other countries run theirs. There is'a
whole lot we could go and borrow and come .
back home to do the rifht evaluation orare-
think. It’s very said and we wish we could
rule our country the way developed coun-

- trles do™ (The Guardian, May 9,2010).

Reading this lamentation by an 87 year-old
patriot and nationalist, my mind went, not

" to developed Western countriesand to -
. “modern” gadgets but to underdeveloped

countries and societies in some distant past.
Iremembered what was done bK the Calabar
Municipal Government under the headship

(March i988-May 1989), During that short pe-

riod, several borcholes were sunk; schools ~ + .

were built; small-scale or cottage industries -

“To realise the potential greatness of this country, we haveto™ -
have leaders, not rulers; leaders, not looters. We have to have

leaders with the fear of God. Leaders who would not lie. Leadars
‘who would accept in public what they have accepted in secret.

Lezders who believe that one-day they would stand before God fo-

account for everything they do”, :

- Fre

were established; farms were developed;
marshlands were reclaimed and mapped; all
levies and fees were abolished in primary
schools; disused feeder roads were re-
opened and maintained; sanitation levies
were abolished for homes; adult education
efforts were initiated at cqmmunitg (ward)
levels; collective security for neighbour-
hoods was inspired and encouraged, etc.

All these were done through massive popu-
lar mobilisation of the people, high and low.
The result was that the Impact of the rev-
enues accruing to the Municipal Govern-
ment was more than 20 times the impact
madeand felt in other local government
areas receiving the same or comparable rev-
enues, The few institutions and individuals
that were cold about this revolutionary de-
velopment were the state government, a few
contractors and some political and cultural
reactionaries: they felt threatened ~ materi-
allyand Po]itically— by the force of this ex-
ample. They were also blinded by prejudice,
ideological'and personal prejudice, I would
have said “unscientific prejudice”, but then
prejudice is, by definition, unscientific. Iam
persuaded -and many Nigerians also - that
given the right political setting, similarand

“greater feats can be perlormed at all levels of

governance in Nigeria of lmluf' -~ capital glob-
alist hegemony notwithstanding.

- You may argue that “things have changed”.

Of course, things have changed: hunger has
increased; unemployment and underem-
ploymenthave increased; the gap between
the rich and the poor Las widened scan-

“ dalously; individual and collective insecurity

s increased; there are more schools and
children in school, but llliteracy - 1
mean functional and absolute illiteracy - has

deepened. Despair and desperation have « -~

deepened. Yes, things have changed; but the
ct that it is human beings who, by their
Iabour, transform their environment, and
hence, themselves, has not changed. Paulo
s still right that human labour is the

~central factor in human development. 1

-

-=.mean human develo‘pmcnt an

not the non-
sensical catcgorycal ed “economic growth”.
People's hands are not meant to be extended
in supplication. People’s hands should be-

-come “human hands which work and, by ~

" working, transform the world” (Paulo Freier:

- The Pedagogy of the Oppressed),

.. We have so far considered the demands

_which Nigerian people should be making as
*" citizens and partly as voters, We now turn to

demands which rhcejy should be makin,
partly as voters, and as self-liberators, This is
the medium-term programme. But the fu-
ture, we know, Is intimately connected with
the present. By presenting statements by two
&ersuns.'ﬂ\c first statement, b? Alhaji
aitana Sule, continues our demands as
voters: “To realise the potential greatness of
this country, we have to have leaders, not
rulers; leaders, not looters. We have to have
leaders with the fear of God. Leaders who
would not lie. Leaders who would accept in

3 Eub]ic what they have accepted In secret.

- few; leaders who have fire In their bellies

-,lThe second statement

eaders who befieve that one-day they would
stand before God to account for everything
they do.

Furthermore: “Leaders who are committed
and dedicated to the nation and who look at
the lot of the common man with the eyes of
compatriots, not with the eyes the privileged
ut
humanity in rheir hearts, Leaders who would
not steal, who are not corrupt and who have
a vision... We want leaders who would know
when they are not equal to the exigencies of
their nation and would have the prudence of
handing over. We want leaders who leave
when the oration is loudest and not want to -
})(,'IPCK'UKN.E their stay in oflice unnecessar-

Iy". (May 2010),

&~

rs4l statement of self-

iberation, It was made by Leon Trotsky-a
prominent leader of the 1917 Russian Revolu-
uon-when he was articulating the need to
remove Stalin from power: “The mere exls-
tetice of privations Is not enough to cause an
Insurrection; If it were, the masses would al-
ways be in revolt. [tis necessary that the
Lankruptey of the soctal regiine, bemg con-
clusively revealed, should make these priva-
tions intolerable, and that new conditions
and ideas shuuld’npsn the prospect of a new
revolutionary way out.” (November 1930).

I shall elaborate on these two themes li the
weeks and months that follow.

s Loncluded. s dmmnieidio




