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Ot, i':,11,'i,"li,' ?;' ilif i.T"i1r{ lH I " I I i
Nigcria, irurrrgrrratt:d ir lTlnrt:rrrlx,r. rrrrrr
ntillr.,' irr Al'rri;1. 1',1;,.,1 tlr. l,r,lrti,.;rl
Burr.ltrr. llrr. r.rrrrrrnill,r' ul l:, ltrr.n ;r.rrrl lwo
won tr.t I u iti r.lr;rlu,,r I u rl Ir Ill(. n,st )ut)sibi_ti-
ly ul l)n'r lt r'.1 tlt .r r(,( r{ }l )ultt ical'ltlutpr.int"
fol Nig,'ri;ris l,r'oitttrd leturn to civilian
Oe]lIOC!-.atrc r-ttle_

ln additiorr to fuawins uo a
proglamme. 

_ of country-wide 'tours,
deLates, public hearings,- scminars and
workshops, the Bureau cormnissioned a
number ofleading academics in Nigeda to
prepale and present ideas, reflecti<jirs a.nrl
prescriptions on seloctecl topit:s rrrrrsirl
t'trd rrltll;rl lrr ils wur'k. li,rri,.* ;rllrx.:rl,rl
iltt lrt, 1,, I ;rs1 r r.ls r.rl Nig,.r.iirls'.| rist,,r.y. l nli t

l('Jl (r'r)llilil)): lrrlrlrr.:rl syslr.rrr; l,iu lV sVs
lcttt; rlrtlr rr';r.l s\ slr.lrti rr [r rr,:rl ir,,i,,'r, I 1,,',litics; 1,lril,,sr,1,li1' .l r.rr.r'rr;ur,.,.: lirir,lrr
.tnental hrrrrriut riglrls rrrrrl slillr' rr.\lIrilsi
bilify: stal"e arrd-n'ligiorr; tlrr. rr;r'ti,,rr;rl
question and geo-political stmctlue; ct.c.

_ Sometimes last year; rnole
than 20 years after tlre Bru'eau had been
disb.m.de!. I had reason to go back to the
conunrssroned^papers. One of ihe papers I
rt.ird agrrin. in Iirll, was Educalionind pol-
ilris, srrbrnittrrl hy Otonti Amadi Nduka,
then.ProIt'ssur. r,l Plrilusuphy oIEducatiori
al Ihe Utriver.sitl rrl llrrt Harcorrrt.
Pro{bssor Nduka'.: l,rrpcr wrrs a [rle$ure to
me lhen, at [re Bur.erLrr: lrrrd cven a gr.eater
pleilsurelo rne now. lE I,1,.,,.t,,,... in 1986,
denved fiom. its hrt.idity. ,.r.iti,.;J s[tnt.e,
brilliant'e and boldncss.-lt,.y(,rr,I tltis. the
paper'. in palLs upheld sorric,rl tlu. rrosi-
tions I lrtid tcnaciorrsly irr tlrr,ltrrri.au'.s
interrtirtiorriJ r L.l urtcs. Thr. plt.iLsr rre rrow is
I hat tlrt. p;r 

1 
r.l. rr.ttr irrs ils Iirll li rtIr..

1'lr;rt pir1r.r. viir tlrc p,rliliciil
Bulcau was, ul (.(,ll.s(., rr,rl rnv lir.st
encolutlcr witlr Olorrti Nrhrk;r. A il,r.;rtlt.
carlicr irr t976, :r.lr irrrlrrrl;rrrl l,u,,l, lr;r,l
conre out in_ Nigcr.i;r. 'l itI.rl Nrgi.r.ir:
Econotny and Soiir,ty, it wrrr ,.littitl lrv
Gavin William, a risitiuH lr,.trrrt.r.rrt thL
Univelsity of Ibada_n, anJ nrrl;lishetl lrv
Rcx Cullings, London. NdrrLa, who wai
then a Scniol Let.turet in plrilusuphy ol'
Education at the University of tbaddn, "was

the author ofa chapter in that book. I found
Nduka's contribufion very edrrcative a:rd
radical. It canied the tit le: t 'ol, urial educa
tion and Nigeia socitty.
. Prol'essor Nrlrrli;r lrowcver, went
beyond the titlc. I It: wonr. li(nn the colo;ial
to the post*oloni:il :r.rrrl r:nrlt:cl thus: ..In
practice, orrr trlrrr.ir.liorrrl inslitutions do
not rell(xtl. llrc rLr.l;rrrrl r.ornrrritr:rent ofthe
Sr.rrltrl N;rlrlrr.rl lrr.vr.lll,rrrr.rrt plan,Lo
r:lrrl,li'lr .;r jrrst. .urrt,,1,;riit;rr.i;tn socieqy'.
Irrslr.:r, l, I lrr.r ri.ll,r.l N r11.r'i:r s lr rnrrttitment
lrr rlrprl.rlrsrrr. rrrr,l,.r ulrr,.lr ,rlrtr,ation is
usr., l l' , 

'.t 
r.ir lr. ;r r.lr rss :.r rrr.ll r ;r llrr,r lhan iut

|Jiitllliiltilrr orrr"l I )rrr lil)ltli(.;ll illovenlent
:trlrr;rlr.rl llrr.l,,,,li .r, .r 't1,r,.s,.r.ilr.,l tt.x1', for
0ilr \r.ll |rlrrr..rtiilrr. 1,,,[rti,.;rl iillr,tacntion
:tttrl ttrrrlrilis:rt irrrr

li.lwtrr llrr.sr. lwo cssitvs (one
in l!)7(j irrrrl tlrr.ollrr.r in tl)ri(;), ,,.,,,1 tlr"re-
tJit.t'. I lrirvr. n.,r'l rllllr. ;t trutnlr.r.,,l ofher
essays iulr l ;trlir'lr's willl'.il l,y ( )l' ,il tl NdUka
ott Llrc tlrrrrrr. I rrr;r1 ,..rll i/r.r/rr.lrrrs ,,l tlevel-
opment - lry ulri, lr I rrr.;rrr tlrr. ,lirr.[.clit.al
relationships Lt'l wrr.t I r.lr.r I rr.r I tr, I I rilt r1 utst i-
tute d-eveloptrrer rl. l,tr rli.ss, rr N, lr rl,;r rr h,trti-
fies education ils I rl,r, lrs orrr.rrl tlrr.l.r.v rle-
ments. I have lbrrrr,l Nrlrrl,;rl. rrrt,.ll,iltrral
productions educiltiv(. ;rrrrl yr.t rltrlr :rnd
thought-provokiltg; ;,rr rgl.ssir,. ;r r r, l';,;rl li-
ohc, yet non-doclr.irr;ril.. lt u;rs,rlitrrrrit tlris
background tlral I r.lrrrrr. tnl,, l),hsr,\slr)n, :l
Ibw weeks ago. uf lris rr,.w lr,, rli, ;r r., rll, r.tiorr
ol'essays, fillcd 77r,. ti,ttt.t ,,! rlti.ir.;Ut
U n der developme r t I ; t t h I ( )l /rr.r /,ls:s. r r.s. ;u rr I
published by Spe,.ll.rrrrr li,r,lis jrr:,o(r{; rll
the occasion oftlrt,rrrrllror s rrolll l,ir llrrl;rv

. The 2Ci5-ptrgc lrlrrl, lr;rs t:l r.lr:r'1r
tcr:sdjvided into two'1riirrs. l';rr.r l, /7r,, riril.s
of Afijcut tudetd,,ir,l,,lrrttryrl, r1,vr.t.s tlr(.
hr:t tlrree.clraptcrs wlri,.lr rrrry 1,,. rr,;r,l :s
thtee.sections of a Irng, l,rrt ,sirrHl,. r.ssrry.
Ptut I.l, Lcchues atd lt;t1u,r.s, I;rJi.,i, rrp tlr,,
la:l nine (hapters. I'lr,,ri' is ;rrr Aplri.rrrli_x
which carries a list of N,hrks writirius rss
ol'thern). The nine chaptcrs in l,a11 il ;rr.e,
in lhe order they ale pr.escrrted: ln pr;rise of'

IJy l,lrlrvin Ma,dunaglr

inlinit.r.srrrrrrl,;rlcrrlrr:; (1g87);- The
Nigeriarr Ilr.r,oI r rl rr rr r : Wlrrr.l ttevolution?
(fJ7St; '.t 1,,. 1r,,. ,,1 ,.11,11;llisrrr (1975);
Phi.losul,lrv; tlrr.rrr..rl,,,,t li'rk ilr chain oi
natiollill rh'rr.l,r1rrU,,ut r t,r:):tr; I,;lucation
and Politils, lt)llr' r, l1 .,..rrllr ,rl ;r r)ational
goal (1$u6; 'l'lrc Nr1,,r.r r;rrr r,;rlrrr.svstsrn: the
weakest litrli i rr I I rr. r.l r;rirr,,1 r rirt ioruil tlevel-
oPmellt (ll)l,l ). I lr,. r.,,,,.rr, r. ;ur,l v;rhre ol.
educalrun (l1t!'7r. ;rrr,l r.rtt,)tr:rlilv IInd
technoiogical rL.vr.Lr;irrr, rrI ( tl)lx)).

lt is;r1r,,,,.r;,r , lrrl tlr,rl ('lr;rPlr.r.
5.(What rcvritrli,,tt',,rrll r'lr,rl,r,.r {i t"/7re
fnce ot'rapil;ilisrrr r u, rrrl, I 1,,. r,.;r, I :r, ir sirr-
gle. two-pal1. r'ril ir lrrr., rl I lr,. N111.r i.rrr s,,1.i -

ety ald poliHe;rl r1.i'n,,nr\ I lrr.i u,.ri,wlil
ten in Septernlr('r. tj,/.,, ,,lr,rrrlr .rli,.r. tlrc
overthrow of Gorcr.irl Yrrl,ul,ir tlrwon,s
gOVelImeltt. TIrt s[, , ,.,.,,,,r r,.,,,ililr. wirs
that of Generzrl Mtrrt;rlir N4rrlr;ririrrr,.rl ir
1lgtae-yhich, 9n cor r ri r r1i I o I rorvr.r or r .l rrly
29, 1975, was irnrntrli;rl,.h lr,r'l.rrrrr,.,l l,y
several people as a rr.v0lrrt r,',rr

In spite ol tlrr.p.ri,.,ri,1 rt 1,,.1,'r:
ated.. lhe 1975 COup lrrllrr.rl rrrrt rrlt tr, lrr.;r
revulllllon "not iusl l,r'i.;rrr,.,. riIrrrr,rl
Murtala Muhzunmetl s crr rr.,,
turety terminated thrrrrrgrr l,]1,i,:, llll,ili;1,
but lalgely-because llrr.r.ii qiri u,, ,.1,;rrlv
delined. path along wlrillr ur. wr.r. l,,.irrH
led. Ifthere had been strr.lr ;r ;,.rtlr ;,.r 1,.,1i,
h is successor, General Oh rs,.gi r r r ( )1,:rs, r r r j,,,
would have talen off lir'rrr'*,1,,',,.,,,.,,."'''
(page f6f). This is an extrcnurly r.lru.itirlrL.
irssesslnent by Otonti Nrhrkrr.

Professot Nduhir.ls rrrt'tlrrxl ol
presentation is didactic. Ylr rrriry stry Ilrlrt
this didacric approach is t.xur.r.it.,l. r,rv,.,,
Ndrrliai long tenrrre as a lr.;rrllrr.r. ;rt'v;u i

ulls lcvels offonual antl itrli,rrrr;rl rrlrr,.lr
tion. But I know that this needs nol lx: so.
Ndrilia's tnethod slrorrld Ire rrckrrowlctlutrl
as a lrrrsilive aHrilrrrte. I knuw rniirry
"leamed" people who cilrnot conllnuni-

cate, or teach, lcl. ir L rr rr. ; x r; rr r ltr.rise.
What<rrrru.s Iirr.llr lirrrn ttrisbook

is the image of Proli:ssor. ( )tor r I i Nr lrrlia lrs an
exceptional "public rrlrrr.irt,,r.". Nul ;111 iy1111-
tower educalor; bul a corrrrrriilrrl ;rrr,l rrt.tiil
educator fbr change. He dor.s rrol tnsr. ils ;r
strategist or tactician for th:rt iirurl:rlrL:
sociopolitical "ruptue" (which I ln;rv r.;rll"revolutionary break") by which thti rrw
ernerges-ftorn the old. Hti did nol posr.irs ir
"polidcal o.pert'i Perhaps he is; brrt he tlirl
not.pose l.s one. And this is good for the
book, and lbr the author. It*has. amons
other advant"aBes, saved the book and ifi
aulhor Ilom puTible diversionary. and ulti-
mately unhelpful, criticisrns -'including
mine, perhaps!

In the preface to the book under
review Professor Nduka repeats that ,,the

ultimate aim ol nry teachin!, research and
puDllcahons over I hc yr.:rrs I t:ls bt,e rr t hc cr.it _

ical examination of thc prinr.iplrs. idr.as:urrl
va.lues ofthe indigenous t.rrltrrils iu irrxlrrrxr-
sition wilh those-ol' th. dorrrirriurt W,,.rt,',.,,
culture,with a view to identiiying and advo-
catilg tllose principles and valu"es that are
conducive to the successlirl modemisation
ol the Nigeria"n socie$': Nduka's rlaim is
fulJy suppofled by this'book. It is also suD-
l)ofled by his public service and cornmunilW
acrivities which already have a hisrory of43
yr'irrs, and _are continuing. Tndeeh this
l'view had been ilspired, In part, by the
rrrrl to bear ptrblic iestimony to Nciukas
, l;rirrr and cumhend his consisient cornmil-
rrrlnt lo the development of educaLion zurd
llrc inlellect

_ 
Suictly on account ofspace con-

sl lir.irr t,. I shall,_in the rest ofthis fiist part of
rny rr:vicw, and in the concluding pzut, next'I lrrrrsrLry, lbcrrs * not in the ord"ci llrtiv alt.listrrl on Parl I (the threc ch:rol-,.r.s):
('lr:r1rlr.r's 5 and six (ta-ken Logethr.t); ('lurptr.r.
u r.liltn';tlion and Politics), an rl t'hr11,t,.i. lO
1 l'lu, Nigt,rhn value svstent). Mv aLinrolrh
uill be lo isolirte sorne-ofNdukat rnain the-
sos, turd briefly comment on thern. Chapter

8 is rtttstrL l rl l,r.low, while Parl I and
Clraplt:r' to will I,r. t;rhr.rr up ne\t Thul.sday.

lrr ('lr:rptr.r x, l.)dn,ftion and
Polih'rs, Ntir rh:r s rr rr r r r r r issilrrt.d contribu-
tion to the 1986 Nir.l.iorurl 11)litical debaie,
the author said: "ln slrrrr.l, irr ;rrrv societv
lhere.co.uld nover lt ;ury tirrrr, lre";r philo'-
sophical ol' ideulLgir.rrl u,,,1,,,r,,r.
Furthermore, for a countrv suclr lrs Nircli;r.
t he philosophical/ideological exercise ir,ultl
h;rrdly be completed vrithoul the societv
lrlving thought and taken der.isions on sucl
is,stres as whether it wants a religious or sec-
rrliu st-tte,. n democratic and edalitarian or
clit.ist lnd/or feudal society, i traditional
lurrl Irr,-kwru,l-l,,oking socii:ty ol. scientifi-
t'irJl; olir rrtr., I ;rr r, I lttiinologiiul onc. Tht,se
arrrl sjtnilirr itlt.its will l,r'ovirir. Ilrt pflrane-
Lels fot' llrr. allir.rr[irliorr ol' tlre suciety's
d_erivative phil usopl ry o['tsoverl mrn f " ( pai, e
r55).

This crilique sumrnarises
Professor Ndrrkas anituae to the ouesriorr
o{"'philosophy ofgovcrrrment" on wlrich the
Political Bulcau sought tlrc orrinions of
Nigr,r'iirrrs. 'lirlirrg :r lorrx vir.w ol historv -
wlri,lr is ;rlso tlic l,lrilJsut'hit.al vicw j I
rrgler. willr Ndrrk:r: 'Str.it.ty" hrs to rlt.cirle
on IIrr.Ilrsic qrrcstiun oI grriding ulrilosoohv
ol ideolugy - lium which will 5e disri[cda
"phiJosophy of govemtnent'l But then in
alrnost every epoch it is the most virile
socia.l forces, the dominant forces, that lead
the nation when it is nol possible lor the
society as a whole (to use Lebn Tl.utskv's ftir.
rnulation) to "gatht,r' itscll as l li,,ry 1ri.sD-.-
ing lo leap'l Mirrrl yorr. I ;un rrut trJtring- ot'
"viurgrrrurlisrrr" .r' "n r[.r'slr iI r'i I t iilk oi'le"ad-
ershilr. A lx,pltlirr a1(l liLr.r;rtinA ideolosv
tnttst rI'vr.Irlr lrrrd Lrecorne -dorninaii
rurri,rrrllv; it will ;upire to lead the nation,
;rrrrl llr,.lr, witlr tirle, and strrrggle, becorne
Ilt(' 'nilli('nirl irlt.ulogy'l The soilety carrlot.
rrs I'r,,11. ;rs il irr a nreeting, deciicd otr n
"rr;rtior lrl ideology'i

A Iinal quot-e li.urrr Nrlrrkir:"Wlril,',hrrrclres, mosqlres a:rd rr.ligiorrs
rrr glrrrislrlions are springing lrl) evr.r)wllet'e
I i ke rn rshloorrs. t lie mlss"ul' ivigcriiurs ar.e
wcigtetl d_own by illiteracy. Ignorance,
pevcrty and supt.rstitiorf'. (page t6a).
.Tobe conchrded. '

Dialectics of development
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tflFlIS is llrr'i(\r)llrlPtu1 ul nll Ii.\r.u i,l
I l)trrli.'.rl ( )lrrltli Nrlrrk:r', 1r,,,1,, 17,,.

k)ol.\ (,1' tl li'ican t txlcrdtt,tk \ t t r ut tl irntl
oil)('I {'.i:s??}s.

. -'l'lr: ilxltritl ilr.lllun(.nl ill (lltap[el. 2,
titlcd A/iilarr lnrtlition;il sl,slelrs ol'
I I t n ry I t t ; t t n I I I t,,ir rr,t r r, r r.'sior ri orl, Lfir'c, b
tlett,h'1ttt,,rtl.,.iur ln; luruld il this passlqc:
"Vy'llr.r'(.;15 ill llrt' Wr,st-ct.rr systerrr ufthou{lrt
events ilc gr'net;llly t'xlrlairrerl in ternriof
rureclrauical prirrciplcs r e.g, light nillB turd
elcctlirity: disciuse arrr I vitrrsis, poisons;
etc). in tlre Aliir.arr trarlitional syiterns oi'
thought. tlrcy iue generally expta;i,'Jf,y rtu'
use ot ulagica.l. aninristir., anrl llxrvc rrll,
ppls{'il:rl idir)ilt i{..g. liglrtrrirrg iur,I llr,.g,I
of thultltl and Iiglrtrrirrg; rlisr:ir.sc rrrrrI tlrr.
evil iurrl rxnrlt ircl ivil it.s ol r.r rr.r r rics, ;rrrgr.r.
ofLlic grxls rr iutrr.sllrl spilits; r'tr.)'(1r;rgt
30).

'llrlrt is tlr. lir.sl str.p ol Nrhrlirri;
lhesis. llc llrr.rr;rrgrrr.s tlr;rl llr,. rrs,.rrrrrl
la.k ol trst. ol trrr.tlnrri, rrl lrlirrr,rlrlr.r" is ;rl
the "heiut ofthe difibrenr:e Eetlvccn l_lu, Lrvo
system ol'tltorrght: the Weslern syslr.ilr ul'
thotight is by and laL.ge scienli6r. wlrile
AJiicat t radi I ional tJrouglr t is non-scientit:
ic" (page 3O). Frorn here lre urovcs to the
heiu t ol'lris thcsis: "'fhe abilitv ot inabilirv
lo ttsr.trrttlrrrrir';Ll prirrrillt's is'at Llre rool rif
devt'lopn rci r t oI r Irr L'r'dr.vt.l, rpntonl l.espec-
tively" (page aI).

As "explosivo" :r.s his thesis is,
my initial conment will lx.: bricf, iurd in
lbnl ofa question: I{ow lar rkrcs'Afiican
h a.ditior ra.l thur rght " still tlor r r i I t;r I r. social,
political, ecorroinic arrrl crrlrrrr,;rl lili, in
Aliical sot it.ties, in gener';rJ, ;ur,I N ig..r.ilg in
piulicril;u'? ILrw ct.rrlr.ril is Aliir.irrr llirdi-
tionirl lhurrglrt irr llr,' reprorhr(.li('n (,1'

Aliican. sr-rt.ir.l ir,s. r ;rnr I NiH,r.irr. itr 11;q11 i,.11-
lar) atUro1,t'cs('rrl linrt.? Irr rrlIrr.r wrrrrls, irr
relation to Atiit.;r ;ur,l Niglr.i;r. irrr.u,.t;rlk-
ing o{'the pasl., ol tlrr. |,11.s{.r tl, ( }r' lir rn r I I rr.rr
tiil nr-rw?'l arn irnplesirr I I r; Nr Ir rk;r s t Irr.sis,
a,lrd I wou]d vote for il as rr sr.ir.r rt ilic r.r.s,,lu
tion. But my position on it worrkl lrt:! stronger a:rd more robust if I got" dolinitival

a irrswcrs 1o lny qlrestiolts.
Ndtrla docs not;rcrr.ul llrat tlrc' ruirin dilfi.r'ence b('rweerr tt," ["Aii,,ii,rt

Africiur cuhules eurci scierrli{iciillv oriented
culttucs is that the lbmrer iue "cl6seil" fthat

is Iacking awareness ol' irltetla.tives), while
the latter zue "open'l I Ie It, rwt.vrr.:Nsetls tlraI
''t-hele is one clriuiu.lelisti, whi,.lr scientifi-
cally oriented cultulrs shlrt' with open soci-
eties, but not wit.l) t.r.rrrlitional iocieties,
naIrell, Llrr' itrLrplir,;1,,1 :r lritititl attitude
towalds bcli,.li, IIrror ir.s :rrrr I r.r rstorrrs" (page
s2).

'l'll. rrrrtlror tlrcrr x.states his
Ittitirr I ll'sis: " I rrr lrrr I, I I rr. (\,nl riNt behveen,
r)r Iltr.i,nl Ir.rrr,l, Ilt, ,,lrr'.r,,rn ttlthobsies
;rtr,l llr,' llrr,,rir.s,,1 r'.rr'r:,.rti,,rr i,,,.,"1".,
wilclrlr,rll, ,,l,irrls. r.tr , ,rrr,l ,,rr tlr,.ollrt,4 lht.
(1'\nl(.)1,'Air.\ l,,r.,rl,'rr',rr, I r r orr,r.; rls ls gt'av-
ilr, r.l,.r'lri,rrr,rgrrr'lrsrrr. rr.l:rlrrrlr.,1rrfnta,
l)r1)l()ns, ncltllt)ns, r'1r., il, irt orrr vit'lv, one of
llrt trrrr.sl tl.ll(1.tion:; ol tlrr. rlilli:rence
I tlulr.rr ;rrr rrrr, lr.r',.1, r1r', I .rrr, I :r, l,'r,,lo1rt.tl
srrrlll rpilJr.:lli, l lrri. r'.,, 11 rr,,r:rlit:rlir,l Of
llrr l.lrlsis sl,,.l, lr,,l rrr llr, ;,r,,,,1111g 1,;111-gt'll,ll. In('i(h.nl.rll1, I lr.rrlr,, lr,..itlrtir,n
completely aur.1rtiirg tIrc IIrr.sir; iIr tIIis Iirtrn.
But wlien fbrrur rllrltx I rr rr rr.l.tr.h,. lvit Ir rcli:r-
ence to particuliu srx:ii.lics ol corrrrlr ir,s, in
particular histotir.;rl 1',.rr,,,1s, rrrl r.;rllir'r.
questions will apply.

Tlre arrllrol rlr'.rrvs .rllr.rrlirrrr lo
the "dcveloptnental glrlr Ix.tu,.,.rr IIrr. irrrhrs-
Uialised (rnairrly Wrsti.r'rr.) sru r,.tr,.:, :rrr,I Ilrr.
h aditional socipties r rI srrl, S:rI r;rr';rr r Ali.i,.rr']
1'his gap. accordin,l lo Nrhrl,;r, lr;rs lu..rr
wideningsi-nce thc i6lll rr.rrlrrrv rrrrrl lr.rrl. in
facl, existed even l)oli)r1. llrr. iiruxrrili,rrr .l'
colonialism orr Sulr-Sir]rrllrrr Ali ir':rrr srr:i
eties. "The-existencr ol tlris g:r;,,'Ir,.s:rvs. is
"tlaceaLle la:gely lo tlrt. lirrritrti,,rr,,,,i tlr,.
systens of thorrqht chtu;rr.h.r'istir.,,l tr;rlrsi-
tionrLl societiei in gt.rrt.r'll ;rrrrl ,l srrl,
Saharan AJiica-n Socitltir,s irr t,;rr.tir.rrl;rr. lt rs
dillicult tu sec how srrl,-Sirlr,rl;rrr Ali.rr.;r ,.iur
t'sc.tpe fiurn ihe pt'cviilr.nl Irrrvr.r.lr, iHrtrr
r:tnee ald d.isease witlror r t t ; rr lir.;r l t,llu rrr's i n
the intellectual lmd other. li,rrrrrLrlir,ris ol'
strctr societies" (page zto).

Tlris is atr intr.llrt(rrirllv lrulri
illgurnenl iurd I am p"r.stradt,d by it."l lrope
lruwevcr that it is rrndelsluod, iri pr.oli-ssul

Il.y l,)rlwi n MrlqrEa.g!__
Ncluhit tI,,.,', tlr,rt rt r, rrot tlrr."i.trtilosocietv"
ot"'tdl ul rrt llr.rl ;rr, r,.,r',,rr,,i1,1,.liLr tfic orist
and prtr;rilrrli .rt rr.rt i,rrr rrr ru[,-salrala
Afi-it'a, t,r Nr11 r r.r I lr, r, .l,,rr:,il'ilily is also
notsitttltly IIr.rl ,,1 IIrr ,,.,'\, r IrIrr(.rrtirli'leiulul.-
ship" ut'.irr,L.llr rrrur.rtr. r.lrtr., i 'l lrr' rlspun-
sibility talls orr llrr.rrrlrrr),, ,,,.r.r1 Ii,rrr.s rurd
cliusses, uirli,,rr.rl,rrr' I rrrtr.r rr.rl r,rr;rl, wlruse
intert'sts - irr,rri,,rllr,, rr r,.,;,,,11, I t,, I ttr. 1rt.r.-
pefu afioll ol ttrr, 1,.r, lr.rr.i,,l'rr'r, r rt.

Wlrilr.. ,,,rr,,.,1rrr1,. tlr;rt ,rs a
result of the t:olrrrrrrl r.rrr.orrrrllr, rtrt;rjn
chuges have tlkr'rr pl;r,r' rrr tlr, -,r irrrrr-
norrtic fabrit' ol srrlr S.rlr;rr,rrr ,\li r, :rrr srrt.i-
eties," Prolessol N,lrrl,:r ;rr1,,rrr.. tlr;rl llrc''lrajic forrtrdatiuns, )l t I r )j,'. I r,r, lrt r,,r r,r | \r x.i -
clies llave srcn lilll(. ,,lr;rrrl,,, . ;rrr,l lr,.rr,,. llrr'
poigrtrux'y of Wrllr.r' lirlrr,.1l, l;rrrr, rrl llr,rt
the most decisive laihrx. ol'rrrLrri;rlisrrr irr
Afiicawas its failure [.o t.lrirrrrl. llrr, lrtlrrrol
ogy of agricrrJtrua.l 1trorlrrr.ti,rr" Il,.r)!.i, II)-
4I). The author then qtr,,l,.s,,r r,.,,i I i,,, lr rr.1 s
Iarnenlations: "Thevast rruri,,r rtr r,l ,\li i,.:rrrs
went into colonialisrn wilIr,r lr,u. :rrr,I,.:rrrrr.
outofiIwitlahoe"(paH(' I I r I lr. llrr.rr.r,,ls
"Bttt whose fatilt was it, irr llr,, lir .t 1,1.r,r..
llrat the plorrgh, lhe h'aclol s, i,.nrrlirj;r1ir.r
('ulfure, etc wele nol irrverrtr"l.' I l,rw rlrr.;,
live we_re indigenous prrr1,L. lrr srrr'.lr
changes"? (page 4r)
. Mycoulnenthcrt:is;rlso;rryrrr.s

tion: How inclined were thc rrkrlri;rlists lo
dcveloping more advutctrl, lrrrl rrr,rl,.r.rr
lrthnolory in a political o(1,t)r)nrv tlr;rt tlr.r'
rIrrtiln6lgd so cornplelrly :urrl iirr :r Lrrrli
litttt'? And a colollixy: What "rI.gr r.r'oI lir r.
rlurn" did the "indigenuus 1,e,,1,i,." llru, rrr
rrrirlching their wi[] againit tlu. will ;rrr,l
interests of the colonialisls in mirttrrrs ol
ciovelopment of science antl tecluurlogy ?

lrr Chaptt.r' 3, Ali'i,.;ut tnri.t.th,
vdoprtt<ttl: lh' Nrgrv'rrrr r:rsr,, Nrlrrk;r rurl
rows t]rt. llrcrrs,,l llr,, iu Bltr r l{r )ls irr ('lrrr; rllr
2 tu Nigrrirr. Hi: llrt,sis: "Wr, slrrrll l,cAiir I'y
tlirrrirriritrg or pultilrg irr rt,l;rtivr.11 *rrlnr.li

nate positions, ccrllirr llrr.tols wlrir:lr had
claitncd pridc ol pllur.ul I,r.\'rr,l\ irs\r.s\-
nrenls of the roots ol' Ali i(.itn rrr rr 1,,1 rr r.i li,.:r lly
Nigerial developrnent/urrr h.rr l,.v, l,'1,r r r,,r rl'i
Filsl. he disr r risscs tl rt, geogl ; rpl rir.;r l tl r,.sr. ;rs
having Iittle rt'levuce in t-ht,'Nigrri;r.rr ,.irt,..
'\Mratever ru ight have happr.nt.ci ger )gli r | )l r i

calJy hom the dawn of hunraur ltistury rill
around 1472, when Errrooeans beuair kr
dominale the wor'ltl including tl.re t,olbrrisa-
tion of Nigeria and the rest of'-,{f iufi Nduka
assells, "haldly t.xplains the ihct ofNigeriar
ur.rderdcvelopincni sint.e lgbo'l (pagc 5"5)

The author continues: 'Nigeriitns
neither need to I'e-invent the wheel n;r \\.Tit-
ing, to name only two srrt.h lar.tors. ln spit.e of
the clairns ol Wa.ltel llurlrr,.v arrl otlreis that
Eu r ope rurtlerdevelulxr I AJ r:ir.rr, I Irr. plrerronr-
t'ttal arlvartces madc I'y Prr.r iorrsty ir'1u6ir,.,1
coru.rtries such as the.{sian'l igcri 1't'hailand,
Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysiir, Sotrt.h
Kore4 etc) belie the leal e-stzrtc iliesis ancl ajso
&rlls to qxestion the relzrtecl Eru.qleur colt.>
nialism incubus factor. Indeed, i, converse
I'nctor is: _IIow Nigafians LutdatdevelopeLl
Nrgeza The sane is true mtttatis ntntandis
with respect to most sub-Saharan Afiican
tr xrntries" (page 55-56).

My comrnent: I have no problern
crrrhnsirrg the thesis tlrat Nigerians tinderde-
r,'Lrprt'd Nigeria- But not al] Nigerians. The
r,.s;, rnsibi)ity is almost class specific. And tlre
ll:rss lirrees concelned are driven by inter.ests
rvlriclr corrcidc with intpetialist interest. The
rl,iull is an alliance rvhich has dominated
Nigcria :rrrcl 'tnost sub-sahalan African
crrrrrrlries" since formal independence.
lirr llrt:rrrrore, we have to remernber., in cele-
l,r;rtrr r;, tlrr"'Asiim'figers']that mol.e gocs int(,
,L.r,.l,rprntnt tha:r technology ard gr.uwtlr.
In,1 )nr(. ( li\lt iblttion. egaliLalianisul, nitli(,ll;J
i r rr lt'1 x,r rr lurce, pr oduction of popular- uctrcls
;tHrtittsl Prrrtluction lor prr,fit, elt.. :rrr, :ilsrr
irrlirrrlir.rrLs. Wc tnllsl alsu nol for.gt,t tlrr
sl-liltt:git: geopolitical importa.nce of the
"Asia.n tigers" to the centxes of global capital-
ism. Fol insl.iurce, it w,a.s not fitr: the loi,e of
Iitrropt:iurs iurd Japanese ilrat ihe r-ulers of

America currrrrrrl(rrl tlrr.rrrsr.lvcs to lilting up
Westcrn Eulolr' :rrrrI .l;r;r;rn ;rHr.r.tlrc devas-
tation ofWorld War It

!'ulther dowrr wr: nr r:t a t}esis
tJrat mls through the ertilo lxx rk: "Nigrr.ia:r
turdcrdt,ve'loprnent will pulsist lirr. ;i l,,rrg
lime to corne lmtil a rnole rleterrrrirr.tl clltr:i
is made to Iift the incubus of ignora:rce li.om
thc rnass of Nigerizurs by me:urs of a deter-
rrrirrrrl t.llorl to bring c(lrr&.rtiun, sr'it:lrtitic
L rr, ,u ltr lgr. utd gcncr.al r.nlightent nenl wit Il-
irr llrr. rr,:u h ol all cirizens, old ard yorurg,
r rr:rl,' :U rrl iumale' (page 5f).

I w;rs stlrrek bv tlre sirrrulicitv ul'
llris tlrcsis. Sirrrplr'. vr.t rrirrrplt.le arrd,.ir.-
gutiutl. S(,nr(.;rr,1,h.rnrrl sriy llr:r1 tlrr.n: is
ttolhirrg rrew il tlrc ilresis; lll:rt evr.r"vune
know:;aborrt it, thal it is trivial. Lctsrrchlro-
ple placc NdtrLai irnperahivc in the cuitcxt
of cunent glotral 'iliitatorship ol'thc rnar.-
ket'l rrudibelal econornic rcginrc and globiLl-
isaliorr- the folenrnner.s" ol' Stn"rcltrral
Ad.jrrshlr.trl Proglanrrncs (SAPs.) - lrrrd s:ry
wlrctltr'r Iho Irresrrrl "worltl olrlt.ri' suirllur.b
Ntlrrlirrs tlrr.sis (,r'nol. ll rkns lrr,l: N,iirliirs
llrr.sis rrrns (rrlnllr.f lu llr,.lrtesonl "worltl
r,rl(.r"nnd the logic ul lh,rl or.drr.. Ald yet
Ndukr's thesis is categoricerl !

Irol Ndr-rka's thesis to move to a
centlal posi[ion in Nigerial rrational agtnda-
polihcal Ieade-rship delinitively more pahiut-
lC, nrore people - ot'lenled. lnolr progl.essivc,
rnore democlatic, lnore scientifrcilly zrrd
I echnologically int'li r rcr l. ;u rr I less t.rpacious,
has to conrc to tlrr. illiving se:rl'' ol'tlre
natiolri Ar)vclr)arrrr'. I :rrrr lr:ruuv that the
ideas arril 1rtsrr;siorrs ol' l,r,,le'sior Otunti
Nrlrrkr. a prrxhrcl ol'ilu. Niger. Delta, ,.oin-
t'idt. wirlr nlin(' ot) t-his categoricerl irnpcm-
tivr,. (p;rgt- {jl)

I uu still leit with one chapter I
wotrlrl lihe to review: Chapter lo; 'fhe
Nr7;r.r'rrrr r;/rrt,syslenr.' Tlrc weakest IinA in
I ln, I rit t r I rntiunal daveloptnent, a kt.;n u rtc
rrrltllt'ss tlclirtted by PlofesiolNduk;r at the
Annuiil Conf'erence of Cornmittee o{'
Pmvosts of Colleges of Educirtion held at
Okene, Ikrgi State, in the second wee.k of
September;1992. I sirall, in no distantfuhue,
do lhe rcvicw ud. lrence. 1,r'oprrly t.oncludc
this intelesting cncorrrrier.' r,riIh (Jtt,nti
Amadi Ndulil, -
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