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TN rr li.w wrtl.s Ii,rttr nrrw l'ttsirL ttl
Il Irrr,,,,, Mrrs:r Y;rr"Arlrr:r rrrr,l lris;r,lrrurr
isllir.l.iorr will lx' rrr:rrhirrg llrr:ir l'tt'st. yerar
irr ollirr'.'l'lrc rrrrrli;r ;urrl sontt: ptivate
lx.rsons will ;rlso lxr rrr:rrliirrg the event -
sorrrt: willr rtlr:lrr;rturl, sorne others with
rt:vicws irrrtl r:ril.icisms, and yet others
willr cliLirlrres. I shall also be ma.r'king it
witlr l crilique, stzuting with this piece.

A crilique is a radical criti-
cisrn; trnd [o engage in a critique, accord-
irrg to one ladicd writer; is to "uncover
the essence underlying appearance, the
historical conditions that make a paflic-
ulal set ofsocial ideas and an'angements
seem necessary aDd rational".'Ihis is dil:
l'clerrl ftorn rnele crili('isrIl. ltt it , rilirlt,'
ol' Yirr"Arlrr;r'.s irrlrrtirtislr;rliotr, lirr
ilrstirrrrrr, :tll(:url)l.s will lx' rrr:rrk' lo go
bt:low t.lrt: srrrlirrt lo srrr, lirr ittslirttrr', il'
[ltc atltnittisl.ntliott ltlrs rttiult' tsst'ttli:tl
depalt.rtrcs lirrIn ()bitsirtr.io'.s rt'gitrtr'
appcaliulccs tto[witltstirrrrlirrg. or l, srr'
in wh:rt dilection, il'arry. llrt'tlt;urg,s
rnade sin( e May 29, 2OOZ arc tnttvittg or
to see lhe interests urttlerpinnirtg tht'sr
clranges. I sha[ not pleteld to be calry-
ing out this task in this particular piece. I
shall rnerely be putting down som.e
pIe[rtoly notes.

'[[rc stirlirrg-poirtt is t]rat I am
assaik.tl by rlotrlrls. by tlroughts thal the
events tlrat iut rrrrrtinrtoltsly unlblding
before orrr v('ly oyls, Ilre ntedia repotts
aud the l'lul)ouls lltal wt gct cveryday,
rnay r]o[ be wlrirt lltly sttltt Lo be, or be
tme lellections ol Llre lrrrllr. Pnt difl'er-
ently there is this stlong liar that the
chzrnges that have been irxlir:ated in the
governance ofthe country sirrr:c N{ay 2$,
2ooz rnay rx)t bc as profirtrncl as they are
rnade to a.14rcar'. I sl'rall proceed by
mezms of sl.0r'ios.

'L-lte (|uardiut ol' 'l\esday,
April B, 2OoB n'porlrrl :r ''rttiLl rltatna"
that Look plact' ult,'n :r .gtr,ttp ol stttdents
fi'om lhe Naliunal Jnslilrrle ol l'ulit'.y and
Stlategic Sturlics (NIPSS). Krrrrr, visited
Tar'aba StaLe in the course of theil strrdy
tounof nationtrl instiilrtions. t.he group,
lecl by the Direc[or-Geneta], had been
scheduled to hold a rneeting with politi
cal office holders and government ofli-

cials. As the students approached the hall,
someone noticed that Nuhu Ribadu, thO
lbrrner Chairperson of the Economic antl
Financial Criincs Conttrtission (EFCC) was
in the group. In p:rtrir', llte ttratr announced
this totris colle:rgu,'". Mral happened? He
and his colkrrlirros t.ook to their heels.
Although thc l)in'r:t.or'-Cieneral made a
spir-iterl :rlllrrrl)l l() irssur(' the politit'ians
arr,l 1,rrl'lr,' sllviurls tlral Ntrhtr Ribadu
nretril rx r lr;rlr rr :rl k';ust not on that visit -
il. Ir xrli ;r krrrp; Iirr rt lo rt:rrmstitute the meet-
lrl!;.

'I lrr'. r:.;r storv tltat evokes laugh-
Ir'l ulr' r( \r'r' I l, ll rl. An(l I lrave lold it so
rrr;rrry lirrrcs- \irrr rrr;ry nlake your deduc-
liorrs lirrrrr llrc sloly: tlre itnpact of EFCC
rrrrtk.r Nrrlrrr l{ilriulrr irrtd of Ribadu hirn-
sr.ll. llrl rL pllr ,,l , r,llul,liotr in Nigeria's
grrrlrlrc lili'. Ni;i, ri.r ;r:, :r llagicontedy, etc.
lirl wlr:rl llrc r;lory rlirl wzrs to sharply
rcrrirrrl rrrc ol llr,' r'ircrrmstances of
llilrulrrls rt'rrrov;rl ;rs l',li(l(l Chief at the
btgirrrrirrg rrl llrr', v,.rr My rrpittion on spe-
ciiil clitut,rk t,'r'li,,rr ;rtr,I lrrw cnfbt'cemenl"
agencics, sru:lr rrs l,lli('(', lr;rs been stated in
tliis colurnu scvcr';rl lirrrts. I sliall again
surnrnarise il.'l'lrc irrIlrrliorrs of the politi-
cal arrtholity llr;rl s,'ls rr1,;r 1'rrlrlic insli[rt-
tion, stttlt :rs l',li('t', trr.rt tr.l ,rJways be
what itptrblir'lv s:t'\:, llt,'t ;rri'. lhrl tlte teclt-
r)ieal opclilliv('s ,rl llr, nl\liluliolt nlay
believe in the ollicr;rl lrrrlrlic rlt'clarations
and honestly tnrl rlili;1'rrlly rrutrtuit tltem-
selves to thern.

'Ihe lt::rI irrItrrIiorrs ol t.he politi-
cal forces in powt'r' nriry lrt signilicantly
divergent {r'onr tltr:i r 

1 
rr rI rI ic r Irr'liu trLions. In

extrerne cases tlre lw() { iln lx' lxrlrtr oppo-
sites. This Iiurtl;rntcttlrl trrntr;rrlic:Lion is
then played out irt llu' wiry tlrt public insti-
tution (that is, tlrt: I,,lr(l(l itr tlris t::r.se) oper-
ates, tlre inexplit:rl,l,' ;rclirrtrs il sotrtclirttcs
talr.es, and tht. ,lrrirrrr.ls llurl olicn t'rrtpls
berweetr tlre "llolilicirrrrs" :ttttl lltr''irpt't'a-
lives'l and sonretinres ( rrll irnirtr ly) thc sack-
ing of opcrirlivcs ol llrt rtstructuring, rt'-
constitutiolr ()r' olrlriglrt rlisbatrdrtrenl o['
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ing" iuslilrrliorr r,r lirnctionar/ is the
Dolitical exetulivrr itsr'll. This was what
happened trnclcl l'r.sirlcnt Olusegun
Obasanjo. But hzus thr: sitr:atiou changed
under President Urnam Musa YarAdua?
Mv answer is: I dorrbt v('n'/ nruclr. And
this is where the story of Nulru lUbadtr's
removal comes in,

My hypothesis here is that
Ribadu's perception ofthe work of EFCC,
his methods, and his leadership, came
into conflict with the needs and interests
of the new adnrinistration. An old power
stmcture had been dismantled and a new
one had bcen installed. But this change
did not bring h'ecdom to EFCC. It only
reolaced oue set of ''constraints" with
an'other. lt worrld appeal that, sonrehow,
Ribadu was able to manage the con-
straints irnposetl lry Ob:rsarjo. BrL[ he
was not so sucecsslirl ttnrlcl Yirr'A,ltta..
The latters lield-wolkcrs and cnlirru:t's
wele simp'ly too ct'udt' lrttd itrtp:rl"icttl.
Accepting drat lhe arrtlrorities reser.ved
the rieht aud power to lc-dcploy slale
functi6naries, 6r' send tlrem to ichool,
why t]re nrany slories t]rat were pla:rted
in ihe rnedia ibout Ribadu's alleSied cor-
ruot artivities?' Yo,, know Alhaji Abubakar
Rirni, radical politician, fotiner governol
ofthe old Kano State and formel Federal
MinisLer. He enioys [he reputaLion of
straieht-takine. in-an inteniew he lrad
with"Newswa"tch and published in thc
April 14, 2oo8 issue of the news-
magazine, Rimi expr:essed the optinrisrrr
that Alhaii Atiku Abubaka;', esttangt'rl
Vice President under Obasanjo, wortlrl
corne back to lhe lulirtg PeoPles
Dcrnocratic ParW (PDP). T'he intervi,'w-
er then asked Rimi fo. the sourcc ol his
ootirnisrn. And Rilni rcnlied: "'l'his is
blcarrse he (Atiku) did coirtribute a lot to
buildirrg the PDP. Secondly, Atiku is
esscntiallv a husiltessman. and I cannot
sce how h" can canv ]ris busint'ss suc-
cessfuily whcn he is 6pposed to the gov-

Doubts and prospects
(:r'nnr('nl. in power in Nigeria. He lihes '
rrurrrt..y;rntl like tobe rich. He likesto do big
lrrrsirrr.ss. Yorr t::tn't do business if vou ale
n<lt t:losc l() H()vornlncut, whether yoo 

^'"in ltaurr:, l,iryJ;rrrrl or Nigeria. You need
governmolll to rkr big lrrtsiucss".

l'lt::r.sr:, Iirrgt't [{inri and Atiku
fbr now, artd {ircrrs orr wlt;rl llrc Iirltner has

-iust said: Yott tt,rrl Hr)vlr nnr( rrl lo rlrr "lrig
business". You uec,l gotr't ltltt.ttl lo lx'vety
wealthy, like some peoplt, in Nigrrria. 'l'he
'trard work" for which vcry wcalthy
Niserians are reouted tltcltli,rl utrr ls lo I re

ot,Elifi"d to rea&: 'trard wolk ;rrr,l liit'rttl-
slrip with govetnment". lhe rt li'rcrtrt lo
Errgl:rnd tnd France, atnong otlter dt'vtl-
uped capitalisl counlries, is cort'et't. l'ltirl is
the dialectics of t'lass and s[a[e - evcry-
where, in every epoch, under Obas;urjo artd
rurder Yar'Adrra rrndcl Tony Blair and
under Gordon Brown, under Chirac and
under Sarkozv.

Wirat we need to add is tlat in
the case ofNigeria capitalism is still in the
stage of prirnitive accuuulation where the
cr:nI ral rrrode o1' 1;rivatc weirlLh accrtmula-
tion is li;rrrrl irgrr.irrsl. LItt: ptrrplc and liand
againsI Lhc st.atc. 'I'he lbnrrer', whicJr
irrt'hrtlcs, lirt itrslitttt t's, massive rtpplopliir-
riorr by pulitical olfice lroldt'r's. is part o{'the
social'struchrre and can lre rcrnuved, ot'
e{lbctively chdlenged, only by a revoltrtion.
The second forrn, whic)r iucludes theft, is
defined in the legal boohs as crirne. Brtt
since it is so perwasivr: ancl so entrenched
t-he silertt opr'iittiott:tl ntlt' lrt't otrt,'s: 'Tltott
shall rrut lx' ,;rrrgltl: llrorr sltall rrol oB'cnd
lht' powcl llurl-;rrt', t.ltose wltu tentporalll
wit'lrl 1r,w,'r' orr bt'lrall ol'yoru' class; artd
llrorr slrrrll rrot'cltop' rilone".

IIas tlie situation changed
urrrir:r l'rcsirlentYar'Auda? I am in scrions
dorrlrl. All I can say is that a legime in
Nigcria which systernatically lurd urlsis-
tt:rrtly pursues the {ight againstr (:t.r'ntption,
l.ntl in-stitutes people-serving lc{brms with
tlrt. r'ecoveled tnonies arxl propetty and
ioirrs lhis with cven a minirrrzrl we'llare pro-
granlrnc, will soorr cotttc into cortflict widr
t"h" cxisiirrg socia] sttrrclure, irrrd will be i
ernlrarkirtg on a tcvoltttiott. Thc Nigerian t

masscs will-ioilr
.To be concluded.

l.ll' rrlrl rl rrl torr.
l;rrrr pr:lsuaded that, as

(llr;rir;x r:rorr ol l',1,('(1, Nuhu Ribadu was
t:onrrrrillr.rl Io lil,,lrlilrg cormption and, in
pirllr, rrl.rr ' \l',',rrl,, ,,,rrrrpt public offi-
cr.r's;rrr,l l,r, rlrrlrrr)', tlrlnr fiom t'emain-
ittg itt |,,rr, r ilr )':il[llr]l mofe powef.
lii'lxt,lrr w;,', ;r,, rr',r'rl .l lorr' ol'prrblicity
antl "gr':rrrrlr.lrrrrrlrnli" l,irr me, this is a
posilivl irllrl'ul' rrr tlr, Nigcrian sittta-
tion. It. ir, lr,,rr, r, r, .rrr ;rllrilrttte which
hypoct il r, ;rI 1',r r.rl Ir.rr r .",,1 1,rrl rlic mot'ali-
ty may lirru rr ;rl l,rrl rvlrt, lr llr,rsc rr['us on
this side ol' t I rr', I il i, l, ir, l r r;r llv r:lrt:rish and
applarrd, rrn,l 1rr,l1t, l,' l,, rr'prrlrlic irrter-
gst. Hewils :rlso :rrrrl;r'rI ol'ovt't zealous-
ness" in his lr:tttrllrnli ol r;ttsptt trs, often
violating tlrcil liy,l rI r' I l r, r l is sotne trttth
in tl-ris. But tlrc Itrrrl.rrly , r,rrLI Itave been
al'r'ested by a sttrrnl', rrrt ntor';ttttlttnt fi'om
dre new presirlt'rrl.

'l'lt,' gtrrl,lr, lr.rr', plirrrr thal
EFCC ttudt'r l'r,",r,l, rrl ( )lrtsegrrlr
Obasanjo legimc ir r rr I ;r rlit rcrrl rrrolivttLion
in choosilg its [.:rrlj('ls nr;ry rrol lx'trtrtile-
ly w'ong. Myptrrlx rstl r, rr r. l rou, r lt. is lltat
tLis was rrot tltt'lirrrlt ol Nrrlrrt l{ilrrrlu's
EFCC, but that ol' ()lr;r;irrtjoi; liovcln-
ment. Let me exltl;rirr. A t tttttl rL'ltr:t.ion
and law-enforccm('rt ;rl',('n(1,, lilic t:he
EFCC, needs thc trxr;x'titliort ol ot.hcL
institutions, agencios ;rrrrl :;l;rlt' litltc-
tionaries to do its works rrs rL lirrrrl.

Ifsotttr' ,rl'IIt,'tr' ;rl',t tl( l.s ( rrll-
sisleutly or occasiun:rllv tlltt'r',I 1,,,r,,t1t
el'atc, i[' [lrey srrpply irtl,,r rr rrrl r,,tt ttt ; 

r:tt l i

san rnarlner (revealing sotttc litll.s, rtrttl
concealing others, ex1xrsitrg sorttr' , :t:;t's t)l'
wlong-doing, but contr:;r.li r ttrr; oI I tt'rs, r't r'),
then to that extent will t.lrt: u,ork ol lltt:
crime-fightel be slicwctl, l,o tllill oxt.cll;
will the anti-crime agency appt:ar parlial
andbe seen as apolitical wt:irpon. l['he sit-
uation is worsened ifthe "non-coopelat-
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fHAf) PrrrPus|rl tlr,' r'tttPloyltl('lll ()l'

I"r'ritir;rrr.''. t:tlltct llt:ttr ttr,'rr', rili, isttt,
iu rt:vir:wirrg t.lrc lirsl l2 tttotttlts ol'
Plr:sirlcrrt. I Jrrr:rrrr M rrsir Yar'Aclua's
a.<lrrrirristlirliorr. A crilirltrc tries to
lln(:ov('r (:sscnc(:s, rrrol-ive lbrces and
inner krgit . It is tlo{initely not enough to
point. orrt Yru Adua's "shortcomjngs"; 

_ 
it

is n.,."sary to try to see where the
reginre is going, and how different it is
fiorn its piedeCessor. A critique should,
however', not become an exercise in
superslition or clairvoyance- Every
reiult ola clitique should be capable of
being tcsted. We contiuue with the
method of story-teJling.

Alhaii Abdulkrrritl l)liyrtlrtr
is citIrrt t.he Nittiotritl (]lt;tirPt'rsott ol'rt
litct.iort ol' tlrtr Alliirtrct lirr l)t'tttot:r'rtcy
(ACl) or ir rival Nittiottltl (llt;rit pt'rsort ol'
zr urrilictl Al). Wlrrrlcvt't lltt t'ltsc I w;t:i
plcis:rrrtly stttpl isr',1 l. L rtrtt tlrtlrtglr
his intrrvicw witlr 'l'lt' t lrutr,litrt
(I'uesday, April rs, 2oo8) that thc party
is still alive aiter the series ofreversals itl
suffered for the terrible mistake it nade
in endorsing ex-PresidenI Olusegun
Obasanio of t"he ruling PDP for re-elec-
lion in 2003. Daiyabu dismissed the
PDP ix the "political platform oflooters
ol llrt. tlcrsury". artd vowed to reutain
whcre he is (Al)), :lnd probably remain
poor', if lhe altetrrltivc is lu move over [o
i group "lhal doestr't lrolhel about the
plight ol Nigcliirrrs". Ilr;rt is a corn-
mendable personal nranili:sto in the
contr.xl of conternl)olirry Nigerian poli-
lics. Ilow I wislr I)rriyal,rr is sirtttre and
that rnole pro(essional polit.ici:rns will
joirr Iris trilrt!

'l'lrr' ()1,('iling rlttestiun ol' the
Daiyabu intcrvicw ruus likc t.ltis: "IIow
would you n:a.ct l.o t-lte lLruse of
Representatives irrtlrriry ittto tlrtt rnis-
managernent of billions ol' tl0llars
meant to upgrade the powt:r sector?"
Daivabut answer covers abotrt three-
quoh"r. of the length ol'the intcrview. I

shall distill two relevant points hurn it.
PoiuL No. l: "I doubt ifthose in position
of authoriry now are people who can
mal<e things happen. AJI that is happen-
ing now, wc have dleady scen before'l

Point No.2: "It is we the ordinary citizens
that will determine whal would happen
now with all these revelations. If we leave
it to them they would do nothing.
YarAdua will not punish anybody over the
revelations. We have seon it before now
but nothing happclrctl. Will he dare the
powerfril fbrccs involvt:tl? What we need
now is an irnplt:rrtttttation trrmmittee".

I shru t' t)ary:rbu's doubts.
Lookirrg solrcrly :rl llul sl.:Lte of affairs in
tlrt' polil1,, ;rrrrl llrt rr kroliirrg back, we see
llrrrl llrtrt' i:; rrollrirrg llrrrl ltirs happened so
l;rr Ir llrr' r',ilil1,.il1',lr ;r1',;rirtst corrUpLiOn
:rirrcr. \.rr'A,lrr;r r, g,l,r,,,l t )lr;rsrrn-io altnost.
l2 lil()[llrs rry,o lo sttlig|sl l.hat we are
trrrlr;rrkirrli (,n ;urIr ( or'r'lrI)liort revolution.
(icrrtlirl Ilrrlr;rli rliltr'lly grrobed Alhaji
Slr;rp,iui; ll;rlrttrl',trlrr rrrrlirtt'tly probed
llrrlr:rri; Alr:rclrrr rrrrltt'r'r:lly probed
Ilirlr:rrrgir l;r ( l'rrrltrrl rct t lrr' "r,il windlaJl");
Abdtrlsrrlrrrrri Alrttlr:tli;rr irrrlrrtr:tly probed
Abacha; ittttl ()lr:t:;rur.;, lrrolrcrl all his
predecessol's irt olll t llul wlr;rt. were the
iesult of a]l these lrrrrlx's:' Notlring to the
benefit of the poprrLrr rrr:rssr':r.

My tht:sis is tlr;rt wlr;rl is hap-
pening now is nol csslrrlt,rllr rlilli'r'ent
from what we havr'lt;rl l,, li,tr" Wlrr'ttever
there was a changt: ol :rrlrrrirrisllrttion the
nation was taken tlrt or r gl r :t I rt i r r rl rtrdistri-
bution ofthe natiolt'.s wr:;Lltlr :utrl I t:sottrces
within the ntlittg bh,,s. Irr llrr'1,;rst. tnili-
tary might and dikllrts wtrt lrscrl; l,ttl ttow
we have "the rule o1'ltw'l Wt' slrottld not
exaggerate the impott ttl'tr{r:ttl itrttl cur-
renI revelations atttl rtrnttgttttttttls in
court, For there arc linrits lx'yontl which
these actions cannot B(, wtllrotil ,'trrlrtttget-
ing the collective itrltrcsl ,rl llrr' rrrlirrg
bIocs.

Perhaps l);riya.btr lottk ;ln
eltreme and absolute positiort wltctr, in
answer to a question, ho szrid: "YarAduu is
a product of Obasanjo. I tlorrbl i['tlltr'tr is
any wayYar'Aduawould bc rliflt'rent ljonr
whatever Obasanjo stood fbr". No.
YarAdua can indeed grow to becorne dif-

It.y l,)rlwin Madunagu
"Orka coup", a vt:ry lrLxxly, but unsuc-
cessful, atterlpt Io overthrow
Babangida's regime. Sitrt:e Lhon, the
Nieerian State has bet.6 

..slry" ;rlrorrI lhe
stitus of its membership ol l)r, r,t g:tlrisa-
tion.

It was rumouled t.lrlt.
President Olusegun Obasanjo paitl rr;r
all the debts that Nigeria 6vvgd 1})g { )l('
and even made some "advance" pay
ments. This implied not only current
membership, but also commitment to
continuing membership. tsut Obasanjo
is not known to have attended any ofthe
meetings. I can also not say if he ever
sent a reDresentative. But President
Urnalu M'usa YarAdua conspicuously
attended a recent summit of the organi-
sation held in Dakar, Senegal. The
President's attendance was a clear state-
ment that the debate on Nigeria's mem-
bership of the OIC was over. This tction
is. to iav the ]east, untblltrrratt'. ["ol it
seems lo indica[e lhal YarAdua]Ias con-
tempt for the sentiment of a sizeable
fiaciion of the Nigerian population. Is
that the new "dawn"? Is that palt ofthe.rule of law"?

Sometime in the third quarter
of 2oo7, Henry Okah, a leader of the
Movemenb for ihe Emancipation of the
Niger Delta (MEND), and a colleague of
his, Edward Atatah, both Nigerians,
were arrested and detained in Luanda,
Angola for "gun-running". lt took some
t.imo before t}e Nieerian state admitted
I lru bare facts of thii story. Next came the
rrrrestion of extradition. The two
r[,tainees opposed their planned extra-
dition to Mgeria. Again, it took a long
Lirne for the Nigerian government to
tthnit that it was negotiating the extra-
tlition of the two Niserians.

Suddenly, in FebruarY 2oC)8,
it w;rs repofled that Okah and Atatah
had been iecretly repatrialed to Nigeria.
Again, it took some lime for the govern-
rnint to adrnit this. Then came the
report that Okah was seriously wounded

in a "scullld' with guards in the detention
centre. A sct:urity agency was forced to
deny this. Ncxl r';tIne the national and
inteinational lgil:rtion for a trial. The
Nigerian state lrr;rignerl Okah and Atatah
before a corlrt. Ilrrt tlrctt llte Sovernment
had obtained an or-tlt:r, [itrn another
court, permitting Okahs tt'ial lo bc con-
ducted-in secret- Conllltetr 1." I'he conr lt tct
ofYar:Aduat administration in this rnatter
has not shown that it is aware that what is
going on in thc Niger Delta is essentially a
fxrlitit'al revolt, the infiltration of crimi-
irality notwithstanding. What is called for
irr tlrr. rr.gion is "political engineering", not
"lr.r'luritrrl lt g:rlism". Neither the rulers of
Amclica., ilrrotrgh theil AFRICOM, nor
the "internationzrl comrnunity", can pro-
vide the forrnula fbr resolving the Niger
l)el[a ouestions.'[he solution is here.' Thc office of First Lady was
institutionalised under military president,
Ibrahim Babangida. The institution has
now become as notorious as the hon-
ourary chieftaincy institutiou. But I rnake
a distirrction between Firsl l.adv :Lnd Wife
ul' Ht'ad of Slate . Thc sporrse of a Head of
State uray decide to play more ol less
active rok' irr suppolt of his/her spouse.
This is perfectly legitimate, provided it is
unofficial and informal, and does not cost
the state anl.thing.

The problem is witlr the office
of First Lady. I believe that the office of
First Lady, just like executive presidency,
was created by the United States of
America which importod the idea from
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.fererrt, lrir lrrvrrrl,, lrtr:tt produced by
Obas:rrr;o rroI w,r I lrrl ;r rrr lirtg. History pro-
vides;rlrrrrrrlrrrrt , virl, rrct ol'this possibil-
ity. All wr' ;rrc r:ryirrl', ir; tlrirt there is, so
far, no irrrli,;rlr,rrr llrrrt Yiu'Arlrta's regime
is prepalirrp, lo clr,rr I rr rrtw cottrse that is
esientially rlrlli'rtrrl Irorrr Obasanjo's
mode of govtlrr;rrrr . Wlrctt l I)()w course
becins it will 1,,. ,.,.11 lrr,l,.rrt :rn,l wc shall
all"see it.- Wrrs rl rrr,.l' r,ur, ( ln rsl who said
that no tllu ltplrl:, .r l.rrrl, :rrtrl [)lt[s it
under a trtlrlr'/ Y,rrr I'rrl llr, l.rtttp ott lhe
table so Lltal w, r',rtr ',,, 1,,,11r lltt l;rrnp
and its surrourttlirrl',r,

Tlte rrrlc rrl lrtu', rl; rr gctreLal
political philosrrplrv, r';trttt,rl lrr',,;'1,,,sId
by any democrat. wlrlllrlr lll', l.rl ,rl lov-
olutionary. Bttt llrtrr lltl r ttl, rrl l.rw is, lt
each point in tinr,', llrl rrrl, ,rl "r'ri:litrg
law'l And thc existirrli l;tu, ,,t :r:,P.r'ls uf
it, may be, or may lrt'r',,tttr', ,t r rttt'rlt;tittt
on the developmettI rrl tlt ttt., t;t, r,, lit't'-
dom and socialjustict:, rrrr,l rrlliru;rltly, of
social eqttalify. At tltitl p,rirrl llt, :,logrttt,
"rule of 'law'l becolttt's 1r,ItItr',tllt r,1r1,r't'

tunistic and cynical (il rr,,t ,,l rl r i)'.lr t t .rr' -
tionary) unless it is contpL't trr'r rl r', I l,r I lrt
stmggle, or commitm('ll l l o l l rr''.l t r r1i1',lr'.

to reform the existing lrtw. Wr' lt:trc tt,,l
seen an)thingto indicato l.ltltl sttt'lt ;t ttt'w
dawn is approaching. ( )tt llr. r',,ttlt:tr v,
the ongoing indictments ,,1 ;'rrl'1r, ,'lli-
cers, combined with the r:llrr(rrrl s( irrr
dalous appropriations by Llrc Nrrtiornl
Assembly, togethel' constil rtl r' :r w:rr r r r nll
that the "old order" has not t:lt;rttgt'tl.

Navy Commorlort: lll,ilrr
Ukiwe lost his position in l.9tt(i ls polili
cal second-in-command to trtilil.a.ty plts
ident, General Ibrahirn Ba.ba.lgitl;r, Ior
questioning, or allowing the public ttr
know that he had questioned, Nigotia's
membership of Organisation of Islarnic
Conference (OIC). In April t990, the
OIC membership was a key point in the

robrrst idea of the position of First Lady.
Ard indicalion is the inauguration, a feiv
weeks ago, of the conclave of former and
current First Ladies - perhaps to becorne a
parallel Council of State. My position in
ihis mafter is simolv that the office First
Lady is unnecessa$ and should be abol-
ished.
.Concluded.
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