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H"dlffid;ffir. ouC'%ffirbfiffi'td'
By EC',vin Madunagu

(l roi Il.Y h|l )re nl\ lasl pie(e,fe^pccti!cs
J /t:)r,/itirol econ,my (Auqust io), ap
l'( , r'(r l. I r ccci\ cd r book an tramin:rion jI
whrLh inrnrediaiely suqgested rhrt rhis
h igh lv condensed eisay ha? ic be expanded
rnd exrended after mvbreakThe boili Horv
to ,hatge the world iiles of llarr and .\laa-
ism. t9t1 - zolt, by Eric Hribsbawm, the SS
yearold world.renoured Marxist histori; n
and historiographer, was sent to me bv a
comrade andcoinpairiot who has raken it
upon himselfto ensure that I am as current
as pos;ible in this mr chosen'[ine of busi-
ness". Hobsbawm's bbok - whkh a revieu er
has hoped and prayed should not be his last
-.was puhlished in 20u. Ir is 47o p.lges Ioog,
Oruded tnto fwo pam -MarxondEnqels,and
Murxi\ilt - wlrich togerher cover I6 chapters.
lht ltx'k is tltritlttd with copiolrs notes,

rl.ilt's .tnrl s{}Urrl's ,,rn attribrire thit stu-
rlt'nls, .rr,ulcrrrits anrl rt'st'archt.rs uorrlrl
lr.rrtitul,rrly rvrlcr;nre. llobsblwn lr,rs rt,
rrr.rirrctl a M.lrxist and w.ts a mernlrt'r ol (ltt,
Ilrirt\ll ( (,ntntur)rst P.rrty until its selI clrs-
solution about two decades ago, I rlrirrk lrr
spit e of this, as the same revieier hrs rrutrd
- and as I myself had found out lonq tgo -
someone could read some of Hobsblw"m s
books and essays - and he has wrirten so
many - without kno*jng that tle author is
so commirred ideolosically and Doliri-
cally.The Guardian oflon?on, in is review of
Hobsbawm's latesibook said that the au-
thor is "one of the leading authors of the
concept and language in which all of us
now discuss our siruadon." I sha.ll return to
this point: it was ooe of the reasons I
grabbed the book wirh two hands.
Incidentally, I received Hobsbawm's How to

change the world not too long after I re.
ceived, lrom the same sourcgabook, Afnco
must be modem: The modern imoeratiie in
contemporory,{ftca, written bi Olufemi'laiwo and published in zort- Taiwo, who, I
rerkon, is in his mid-fifties, isaNiger i,rn, erl-
ucatcd ln Nigeria and North Amelica. I also
reckon that he is still an academic in Nor lh
America. Talwo's 22tpage book, which he
ca.lled a Monfesto, sugj;eits either rhar he is
no longer a Marxist which lre was as a
young university shrdent in Nigeria in rhe
late t9Tos and early pao's, or ihat he has

j 1.

lltll:]i ],1:],:l: 
I tl t ii1 rtl l,lrrxism ists,rv.rsth,rrwehail rnisconstruedrheim- whichherefened.Allrhartamnsistingon

fIoP,Ir,.ilr.l lnrlr.,ry lrll r, 1,. ivlls pr,n,rlii.rrl\1.rr<'s,lru.rs\loni:uerb.rch, hereisrheneedlorthe-lrirvral ;oirii;iridI4rnler.M.rxl\ll:l(lr"l\:r,klr,'r'.ilr,1 whirlr,r.rt, l:/'irrlo:,1,1,6/;12r.!r?1,;[nter- "scientificanirude"inthisOrtbl .lirtt,s-uhi.h n.lt: irrllrt,':tr,',1 lrr rt lr, rr ,.L,rlly frt'tr'rl rlr(,* ,,ld rn ,lrn-,r. r"cr,;'',i;2rira sil.,iiyi;ll';oes;oi'pi.,iuid.#."u'r,.-,
19.ry!l:l ,Llu],,1_,.1,"*, (.r,,,.r{t,.,if,.,j }; 1,,,,,ru,,,rsr,,/rcnscir rii,min.i"ifrii;i ;;ri;"'-;fr;;rio'ni"'i,"*i.,il"r; iteplrtelnt,lil(Jll)r',llirll\,llllArr"r(,lut [ttn,i,rrr,,rrrrllileiarrrreondirersea.pects onlyask"rhatweappreciateth:e1;it"rra"mid-re8o;. of Arrir,rrl i,i.i'io a n.aii,ri"r iui*ii,li ;fir.ti"i;S;;ir;iiii"iiirii',J'"r,i.i, i',
^.A,ft1 )irrsqrr, I',lrt'rtt*l ,trneyof Marrisr,rr,l oiher ra,tical r-t,t'onitr. 

"uot 
rii'iiSrli*iii..irri-*""i]'rr."tfrtoo()x' letilttt't\v( wr ?l)sr'Pi r(11)lu- Alrit.tnwrlrl,l,ithadhvrh.nlecomeclear viewof historvrhatreconcilesiself tothEtion-orylh)(tiv$inlhc2rsr'.rnlurv.',rritten tometh.rri\tiicanteftistsnadbeen;;;;;- suggesdilrhilih;;i6/di."ino?.nahv9rnr Anin,rn(l l)uhli.1(11 lrvrrr,.:rrhly srrmcrr iry rhcil ea;crness to chrnge tni upTn tJrnr;ffi#,;'il;i#ilv"tvrao

KevlPwi't'is'Ncwi()Ik,ll)-or)8..1 II'rlclrr wolldtir.ttrlrt.yh.rJlorgo:rerr:pripara- himselfsaw,onlythechangew5jch'weare
quentleft';encesluArrtirr,urllrisrrrrrirrqs rorytirsrsr,.poi int..rpriinqir.';-'--'-'- tlijn;"bo;;#lfi"ii"ifi*fi'r.-fr"tr,"inthisroLnn,rndnouoo.orr{.rgo,.rrllls Iorrlrr.rvr,i,hrr.euti.ut,r].i,rir.ys.v,tne irguni.nt;;i";hi.[l;;.;;;';;;;;;rr*x()tnDlflnJay,lnruversal] l.wlote.l(om- attthr)rr('-st.lt(,dthrsconcl.rsicn:'lndther sponds,orcorrespondsmoie.rrithrealiw.
P]n:,drl]fr*irlignolthclcbtlur,ehttn, worrls,lclii'rAfncaninrell(inr.rl. rndrhose 'MysecondcominenronraiwoG:ionc/u-
6rodun,,ettoan^dLeon,Trchky(rirn(rore- o[uswhourretheirstutlentsarrdwereset siori"isadefenceofmyseflndr\eauihor,s(ott,ondhtnour,L)e.ccmbcrl,ltlll).r\Inrn's tot.rkeorrrpl,rceasreacher.s.rndguidesof (Mar.{st)teachqswh6rntknewandclosely
I{'lpage, three{hapter hmk t,r ulrrh I thelutrrrel,irq.rdcsof "orlJchin!e,i"=ii i*orl.airittr-Giiiom*vio.iJon"i,,a
lelersllnprvdsl(Pr1'lrrlx,nu-v(ihlr'(lii,).(Jt- eltg.rqrrl irr,rrrimpossibh'tlrkue-wcrerry- communirvnortoolarfrom'rheUniver;itv
Ii,:,lY::ilp.r.ll1r,t,,rl)por,,.{ir(s.irr(:r.(lirrg itrglo-chanqlaworldth,rrrtebarelyLrndei- oflfe(nolvObafemi Awol$woUniverstty')
InPflo.moarAIT)co/(2()l){,) ll'.Altf,1/lwJs sloo(1". Ilc there and then torirmined aldlaierrromGlabar-Thjpencd inaues-irrttr'tl trttuttt,tko,,.rpir.rl ',lll.tli,i.rr'.rrrrr- hirnsr'llroinrorpreringrhewulJ,panicu- tirn.r-Ui.iiittr.itriiii'p.i"firg'zo-
.Iryl'1,2ooh.(,1)Ih?t'vt()l ::JeW(,rl,ls(iJl I,rrlvrtIAhr( rnt.gmcnr. r98l),whichIthinkcoinciddsr^ithihiau-lortllr.wl.:(lllrx)ll)l,l(cll.lh.rl(tl\:.. N!ylirsttorrrrrrrrrtonrheatrthor';"drscorr tlo/s undergraduate teals at Ife. At the
.),..,1:1'l]}:l'."."r"] rtlrvl\l .flIr(ljrll(lle(lrF ery-.rrrrl."tr.rrrnutmerrr"isropointarren- timeinquestion,somedfrhese},la.rristuni-.ll5.l(ro\s.lll_llre(r)tltrnt'l::Bollh(horl(1. lrr)nlotlrel,hr.rse invoriousilcys"inhis versityteachersandlwereelnbeJdedinthe
tnefiont,ukJ,AltPttrl.-sccksIb.l(lv.ll.retl)e quol.rli(,nlr,rrnKarllV.rrx'slc.t;noteson peasahwFromthereweeilgag:dininten-
Pnncl)lc ul lno It{lll lo in,t(lttil.thi( {'xt-s- Ltrdwig It'rrll bach's moteriolrsm. I rvould iive proiess of conscienrqtion"and rrro.vfstencelorseryone.ronltirna(ullcrli\e lite like to rrrnl,ly suggest here thar rvhar Felni with'peasanS,worken, srudens and mitl_
3lli...:,jlt]il3nddrver,trt);,rrr(ltol,rG T.riwoh,rsd,,rreintrisbookorrarherwhat dleclissrratarhroughoutrhecounrrv,brrt,
mote,therneanstore.r(hll.e\egodl)Jtll)e lrcannotrrrr,,dinthepassaqeciredabove inpanicular.inareiscoverinslai;a'ilocalleveldrlolorallnunlrlrly. tha-rhewoultl do,wasiimp[yruprotlucea mentsofrhepresentOsun,ov[andOie.flo

lnecon(emsotthethrfrho()ks, llowto dilfrttrtt inrcrfretarionof rhesbrld dif- srates;andlatir,inareascorrdspondingto
changetheworld.Aficamus:betnrriry,,urd lerenr,thar,t,lro-itr.".irii"lini"ip..ri- d,.ir-i.*;;$;ifr;"ii-."ri"iiJoiriiilr.r
theworld$ewishtosee a:eernbcddr'<l.in tion_which he, his comp,rrn,rrr rriLl his tlepresentCrossRiverState.itrcsiieaitrers
their titlesand subtitles,.a'rd they are the teachers had made. He h.id rrt,ri,nied iiii tn.f *... rrot'..U.ia.a;*ir"ln aitivesame:theneedtorha;rgethevr.'uril.in,lhow eJrlierintr'rpretation arr.l nr,,lrr, eJ. Ail- .ottrUo..don with ttore *tJwiiJ;"rrr-
toaccompllshthls. l.l)erelsal()tlolf,urr lt'rent orre,thcrebyatltlurgirrrcrrr,rrcrothe bedded".
and commend in e.tch ol t hr:m, lrtrt u h,tr I 'v.rrious' interpre(ations ritrerJ hv Marc His Most of the Marxist teachen had their for-intend to do h.r're is lo ,rf[]rt'(i,rlr IJ()hs- ncwinttqrr.r.irionrl,rcsnrr 

"i,, .,.r'n.iui- m"iac.aemiinii"i-neii'lil,;';*j"6i".,a
DawnsDooKsnlltrnglncaPPIe(i.rri,,Ilol r)er(lneinthclistoIint(,rpt(:l.rr)()ns,nor qndengagedinradiciland,atdrnes,revG
Ine olner two to the lulult. I vtn Ihcrl, <loes rt rrr,rke his former trir lr,,r; "non.in- luhonalf]actiritiesabroadimarniyeiontre
there are a nurnher ()[ c(xnlncnts .n r( rprclcrs.' tvery inrerprerar,,,n ,.nr"inl ana ruoiirr eln#i.'-- i.r"i!"iJ,"."i,lg
latwo'shrmkthrtlwishlo:nr<'r1 h,rr. v,rlidrrnrrl irn,rslostall'adher;';it.i,liil;hom€.Thevfu;;;;?bi;iif;;;;;;i;,.-
olufemiraiwo\,{i:comusl}emodcrnisa ct'asetl rornobilisesocialfora"t.G;;;;i tensireiolric-tionii^irl,ii*,i.tJrii,i'a,,rr*

].ilijl.]jYt*l.rIqrtmcnr,for.ntxJ.rnnty. wcdrolctrochonl{erhewort,t.rr.iriiine onalri.o.rtesecoit",:i.i"lil.i.iriiii"i,,,rry
wntremoderniry(.rnhel.rlellil)il!hlcr,ll sis, lothct'xtcrrlthatitwasvalr,lintS45,is enlirynlandenrichcd-Ourt)roi.ctw,lsn()t
rncantng.rmtthcnun(lrrsrtrxll)istorr.rlly srrllvalitl. simply to change, but silnirltjneouiiv roa,srclcrilnBlo-a.F)\t-trad;tion.ll,ln\IlIrtt' lheemircirrtellenualandirl.r,hrqll,l; .,1- learh,iorrudy,io'teach, lntltointeriircr.
:]:y:l::tJ?1,,..iiry,.lod."lhe.lulhur'sIF tiludeolM,rn(whomadctheohreru.rtronin Theexpent'ntis-aswell asactuevemi'nrs,
::il:Xi],f:tj]t$,fedhin\onpage6.,to the t8a5 notes strorrgly sugl.lc\rs tlr.rr he hihrreianrllessoru-uererecordedfoipos
theloilowingconduslon:'--.asingularfail- would agrre rhat hijirwrr jitl, rlrct.ltion teriry
iltgolAlricanradicals,especiallyuMarr-.. wassimiilyorreo[rheinrellrcr',rrk,rrsro ..Io6eonrinuedrurnursdo1q
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0pfnfom
Endless debate over'changrngthe worl d' Of
Bv Eiwin Hadunasr Hii.1q;:;1ig.S;.Jf"?.ffiffj.if
[.t:-Iwp.kr-*refirstp:-rofthi-.enes,,:rro .]:sa: ujcd ir 'alabaran:orherparUof 

the
Ir-;edtirebooksor'a\angir,;rhew:dd". rrtc.:ri: agreat:-haction:,_=nspo-rtedinlarge
li:,,.:ochanglteworlcZlxif A,;tanctkn. ruck .r'-: of rh=state.Tha:;:_;itwasa pracdc"al

Tn adem nprative - conter:oran tica ln the .:-exister: of rnode-ra and pre-moder
{A -:znitesto.)y_Olufen Tair,r'o,-a:d Thi boild ru4; r:;l'dr am:overg;poneiand dis+mpow-
nt rlrh to s=: R evoluoaary obr-:Dve.s I 6fis eimer: Ihe te:ible slate :: -,]re Calabar 

^- 
Itu

2".:nnrrl;h,iamirAn:-lajsor;:es.,.r:tDrc..u.chq--;whicisoneot'.::womaiorroads
Iin---arvcora:en$on=.esecoc::ockr.'iltl liutc-.;.ntlvlr,<Glabar*';rotlterpjnsofthe
int:rl ro do i; :he remai: ng parl., :,'$is :=ayis lounr-, ::lls'pa,: of ths sr o;,
l{,n.T)r('ci.rle:erhreeix,:*f be.F::-_ngrvi:-.lric .Fror:'lross fu,erState, I =velled to parts ()f
llr.irtrvrrr':.. nthccon::iioit]tt -.nYr.ili .itud $:,r,; >in an: fuvers st; : includiig Eket,trr Lx,rl,nr.rrri.r!.rrrri!u\tl. I5enc. l-il,l .tusandOgor-.:rd. There,icame
\.rriycrt'n lri(rt ot r.t lrrnr.r:. ttt,l: ,tntn :J((, 1- D-'e,onc:again,wil *etcrriblehurnan

Ntr,n,r tcxla'r lont lrrna-una; jes Lr ht,N:i,_:rian Jt',asi:::irat ha been tlrc:: : o[ the pcor;les of
sl.::'Jlldilsrriotrsgtrr.-.:tn)crrt. :.tir,. - irrr1: lh.'c,:+:oduo:gar(:.ls (): ::. Nig:i Itt,'lta lcr
<Ia-;ix:lndekes.downil,rthr.ora.:'.Jrvc: zcri. .;rr,:,r..,jrrou,s.oile.'plcr,: rxr,tnJtrrorluclion:
('tr:zenswitsxtlabels,''.rrouldsy-,inl-x:.;th,.'ull'.i:'-rrol ,rrrandw.rierarrdestrui-tronofves-
u;i-'tdresecrnriemnatai-itcr':n\::-r.lse:i:"oul cutr.:-ardlarriancts.'Jlir lettsol oilsllillag?
cu:-.:ntnado-iexisterre$assillcrrva:tturi. i() bflc[d wai=anci larm,'nrls, to roaJs, resi-
e1-io1'rnent rrmed ro:iery; ki.=;ppir,: and .jr)l):.ra;:c,ts,r..rkets,rrl(ll, rlr:hrrildings. Fish-
fu-.'n5m;co:-JDtionan:tiuticl-.':i(piil'-:'16n,nc..h.r:;tg,rrrantrrrtir)1,i,. hfi.'r)(ll'stroycdas
a":rpPress!::l; SOClal i:::-qrraiii.:"irl:-,.;ise. i\.lr:<:lrns..{::porn: (,r:r, irtrnrcvldozedoff.
'r::a;rdalie;ion;cui-=alLaci ::cn,:..;nC lrvol:--tono:r.ctlr,rtw .. r'orra-lrridgeover
S(,*1-l"e6onori-Cunfjeran:iCrn.---;i11:: .=nce -lrlar,:..';er'--r'twd.;\,);':,ll,rr'lrt,tweEnFket
at: supeistl-3n; state :aakiup-- airc -..1ir,. .'-,i, j:r.i. I ;hr,-terJ;ind.,.,. -r rht'rlrjver'.r4rere
or<lq;patuihla.nC s:.r'q6;; ii .-l);i:t - lnc ,,.""' . :.1 1..-'.erl,lrri, l, Ir.',,r::lda,rsrvcr
ii:.:otalin[r-etc. :*a; .-lit. 'u,: {/erc( r(r\.. -.tlr(,.ivrlvpolluted
;l:cn "j sa\ :1eili cT;d-' i lr,eai - .tei: .. til Jc.1:

p.*.-:tulancrelrealth..asw:ija:,e;:',,,...,ns: rjil: .riltr;:: Lrl,rlr,rr,. ,,t(,t{),.rsitDdrtsof
llriovernmrltandth=>-'cple: -a3D:.,.\sJ :.'':.r'-,.r.;ut' t,rl Crl\'.r ',in,,,.lth.:f lrave
;.':-reexplor--d.asrvel'-;rhiop:'-,...o.r:-.rlir:\'tri-rjliil:.:elrutr':, illtr(.Lstror)l(llc
el--riliter. Ple=e,checkitoutu-tdp:.i,ol-,,:--ni( .r-c-': :.''aisr l'.rtinsrri.tr. .-, :itr)ry is larliliar
u.i,--uely_NiE::an.Thert:.tleref,,:nol;i,r,in. ;:l(,., c:jv{.:\.,('|rv(rrrrr i.irtl rtrrlliiirimos(
ir,r-:nrilying:urcalami-r.l1ter, ,r.rrl,,.,toi -.iil,.'.rrur, -airlwor:, rlrcyh.iilgoncotrt
r:i: intof\^, .thetvpe:is(xrcF, d,.,wurjr'111. ;o li.:. l(rr ;\ , surrir,',r, Ir, (r)lrlrur)t (lrc
sr-andliver:-andihe-.-:nsitioi trt.ii,:1ir51 f:nr:-.-r:nianc.rdafines ,.orilior]tJtionthcy
pr:olenrwil, aga.in,prCucenea:..:rani::ltyil leliE'.:samea:stortgain ::rrhonourantlhrj-
tl,:.iueslion;,properlr..o;ed.V1,:r,ho':ver, nldnl:;rvh.ttI:avedesrn*j ,rremert."sntci-
bo-}dtodisa-rft'onthtrecond:c=sirio: -:rie rnsrir' oi the :ondition. ,;nder whitlr'(he
'rr1-socieq,'rVehavea.t"alsdisa::ed,a:cwili cventr:iming-ction"of l,_;erianslive,rcprr>
co=hue to<i:agree...u,r:l #re ch:::-e Cuce:rir livei :ay nrultip. ares and lcvir'j(irr.
,1=rpleofuee-kago.i:-rrCenoc,,iriel r'.;irro il:rdr,::i.reille.-ionescob::edbothbyr-oh5er.s
ti. stes in sr--rhern Ci:s River i-':e hc;:rq a :.9i,,1:,y^.ll:---:3i1iq=_=.).:*.yl,i,-ll:.:,":,

tlis comer of the world, at the societv whose
change Hobsbawm and others are discuisine.
An antholqgy has a particularattaction foime

- whatever form it ukes: a collection o[ essavs bv
differentauttrors on the same or related sub'iecti
ora col.lecdon olessavs bythe same authoron the
same or related subiects, or a collecnon of essavs
by the same aurlroi on differenr aspecrs o[ t6e
samesubjectovera fairly Iong period'ol rime. Eric
Hobsbarai,n's brnL Hoi, io dfiange thc v.arld, is
ol tire third ryn-. Antholo€es of'this rype show
vou the develcpmenr of thbughr and 

-phenom-

ena overtime.
The rnai:'r bod'r ol thr book unicr aDpre:iation

isdivided i:rt,ter'oir".ru: i,art i:i, aa; iid fngets (a chaptrrsi ;lrd Pert II. A.l"rxisni G
chapters).These are enrj:h:d a;:d strcnmhencd
hv copiots ficres,'Dares arrd Sor rrces ofbricinal
hrblication"anc Index at the end ollte azo"oape
book The aulh,.rr's tvio-p,lqe introductiori de-
scrilrcs the contenr antl rjng:e o[the bool<, as well
as thosedrat mrpht bclrrlit lrom it. ft isan imDor-
tant guide , espRially, as the arrthor says, for riad-
ers 'with a !r.irrc sp,,ri[ic interesi in Marx,
Marxism,and th,,i,,te i "c, ion berwet i Lhehistor-
ital colrtcxt ,;r;d ,l,.,clveiopmeat alrd inluence
oI itle.rs".l lte lt] .i\,ivs vr'.ie'wr-iffen ircF.{een 1956
J rl( I l(,o.i, I I'.il i ,.,r ;iei ir ii1 i'f 5 j i,ear!. A)out iWG
lliirtls ol Ilrrn. ,. ,ti :.;ti,,,; rot b:en nuitlisired at
all ol h;rrl not !xr'n J;3hlis|1c6i in Entlish.

/r hrc;kdow:r c, i l','ccr,ie, r,s rn.i1,5. usef,.rl. pan
I is rrr,rrle 1,po[1';x t,;Jav:AIanjnC Engelsand
itn,.!,4r,xrtn .lo..ia ii .: ti hie rx, EFqeis andpolitics:
orr fqrr.y's''The Co,;ditions of fie Working Clasi
i r : L rrpla n,l"; On tht "C om nrun i st L4ati{esio"; Dis-
ctlrnng the "G:uudissr' ;Mamon pre{apiraIist
Lon nations; an.l t ltt i orlunes,tf itdrx' inci I-tr.
gt ls'Writings P.tri Il consists o{ Dr l4aix antl tlta
Irictorian Crisis; Tlrc Ittlutucc ol l,4aD:ist:n tl80-
1914; In the Era of Att i-!ascisnt, tglg-tgt5; Gram-
sci ; Tl rc Rccepti oi t ol G ra n sci, t g 4 S-t\ Bj; Ma rxi sn
rir Rc'ct.s.slon, t 9s I - ! t o t\ and h4 a n,t n d La bou r
I I rc I.o t t11 (.lrtt t t t 4,.

( )l I lrt. l(r r.Ss,rla, I llo\r' n rr )\l r clcvattt to our nres-
('r tl ( I i\( I r\sion,r t t'. A l, t t x, t t k I I : npal : an d orc-Man;-
i;ttr. \txt,tl.rsrrr (( lr,rtrlr.r )). M,m. tigels andtr.r,,,,.. ri lr ',rt. t,- , t , tt,,,.f ,rr,r:rrrrrrttC,{4tOi_

fesro". (9hapter 5); Maryism in Recession. lga]_
2OOO(Chaptert5); a.rd Alan rodal,(Chaprer r)

Eric Hobsbawm uas born in E.gtpt iri rsrzlrh.
year of the Russian Revolution. Hii farher wai'a
jew. His family morrd to Ausrria soon ater rht
FirstWorld Warand rhen movM to London wh<;
Adolf Hitler came rc power in rqB. Hohsbawi.
served in the British Armu Currnq rhe Se.-o;:d
World War, obtai rrec a doctrjrart dq{rer o:l Fabiai
Societi" trom Cambildge Ur;versir,,;ahel rhr rn..::.
and became a lecnueia; Brrkler Colleg, rn tga:'
He rose ro beiom!, an Emcni.:s F;-ofesicr ol hr..
rory in 1982.

^ 
Hocsbawm has tren ven piolinc iienveen h:t

hrst bocrt, PrilrutivcReh,ltwfuch w- publishtC
in tgi9, and tbe cni unJe; apprerianon, Hor+.ic
ckange the world,vhicn raii,e ouL lasi vear r.
musr have published aboul2c rna'orworis. H.r:_
sbawm saln that Hctrt rc :t ;n1e tlje r,r,orlo is noi;
h;storv ol l\,laxism'in the nidirional sense.. O;
course, it is not - at least ir dcrs ;tot possess ihf
srnrcn-rre of a historyhook like fus ot i Hisrorv.
Marxrim. I would c;ll the book'Essar.: in rhe 1,..
rory of Marxisnr" or "fupe:is of hisr'ory of :\4 j-,
rsnr . Une reason som? reuewers, i:rciurir:,..
m1,sell, rvould describe the book ar "aspen s" is 1; I
insufficienr ai"tenrion paid to lilarxtsr'fig.tn,. ;,1 -
Leon Trotsky a nd P.:s.: Luremhu rq a r"d rr t,, r -:,. .

glect of thc qrresti rrr ol \\r'c:cr).-Ur tlr...t' t:.
counts.lwoujci hdve.t\^1rCjc.jJ.,sJg:.(onsrri, r,'
this otherwisr' excrr!.,nt i-"o} a. irrea.-r..tii:,
flaw+d. lstill totr<iC,,r the ornrrsi,rnsgrave. jr, 

.

am rnor€ tolcrant,
Thcrc rvas roI ricl lr irg tl,at ;la nicul;:riv sliuckl,.,

rtlrc:r I w,tr rt'atlilrg )lohsbann'i l/ri dge o/rx.
trc nt cs: llrc s h ort nienaeri celtu;1; 1gt4:j glt.Tnt\
w.rs how tlre authorreeled outciares and details ci
t,vt'rrrs l,ig and sm;ll even whrle mahng wha: i
lnal t .rll "h istolical sweeps'. A relre*er oithe cr,--
rent book, and a biographei have, in describi,e
this aftribute, equared Hobsbanm's bnin to 5
modem research Iibrarx not simplyon accountof
tht amount ot matsials it irolds,but also ixcausr
of the ease with whkh any of rhese marcrialsEr I
be-rerrieved. Reading fforr ro change the world j
will conlrnceyou thatthis is notan exaggerador. I

. To be continr:ed n:x-tThursdav
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0piniom
By Edwin Madunagu

fpR the purpose of this discussion, we may
.F ."st'rcturdr.ic Hobsbawm's H ow io chon ge
the wodd:Tales of Marx and Marxism ( nto zt t r t )
into three overlapping parts: History. Dcy''nce,
and Crinque. When we do this we shall see that
although all the pans are important, what is
rnost relevant to our present discussion is the
Crit-ioue.lkaders will acknowledee that this is
rrot th+ Ume for rnilitant selfdeYence. but o[
prrncipled and courageous re€valuation. The
rnei hc,d of lvtenl provides the mechanism for
:,( i l, r:tiil\Ft. il()lishawn's Cririque is a crit ique
i)l lvl,rrx ariri i/lei,\tsm not lry an ar)ti-M.rrx, not
lr., ,r rt rr.'rlatlt or a revi:iiotrist, llttt by a ctlnr
,) rri t, .! (j'r yt,ir-:ird \4airis( !rtst0riarr who ltas
i 'o( ri . ..vor lil-rclrownc,l ar.livist acarle ritit lor
.rf )r,t :t \r',,,'rt (i( c;iit:r- it,'t siu ll iontirttte tl)iri,ll ts

lr,i rr:1,,;t )r'1. g1;1r111.;1f i llr lrslt,rwilt'' tillr
c,st;l cl rvliai hr i",ls 'Lll I 1,. i,, I i"4.r r xisr t r".
,fn 5a!ur,iay, OcroherZ, r99li, the dav's ldil ion

*i'Ilie iiturd!art ne,.i/spapsr c;irried Ihe rtlrorr
iha:. K,.ri l,4ari. )iad been voi.ed thc qr,rttr'rt
rIur'krr ."rf i'em:ilenni inrbyrle ?ntrslr tsro,rtl
cisiinq r-crI:or;t;on {l}BC) radic Lsteners. I wrs,
:!.:r.urii:'r',,-irli:rli:rd by llre ncws. It was lvrlh
i.l'rs ieel:::l l;;: I :iespt--.rded to circ pap:r's in-
r,.r.: rcn tc.,r.,: .lt.+n apprecr.rfior ol lhal re1lrn.
:"1i, .,ie. c t";iiad i,iatx us :hiri'er o{ tht miiltrtium
iril u .ircd i:r i1,r: 'lrei-,Jirin':; lssu-e of Sund;y, Ot -
t,;i:t ; i( i99$. r lnwcr er, ; tctrsbar'.,ni, in h iiHow
rrr ( ,r:,r :e ii:e tt,,rld dcfi nrr'. r.iilrrk ih.,t 'r,xr
o1;'.;i;.!;nt,iii hc l.:a.Jc ol t:ic.(l)cfl. P.rh.rl)\
ir,-'b:ri-',r', ti-.'i i,tdi1 I,ilc:teii tll n,tl l:rrll
tr-rrc d ,:df!a3i "e" ' 1a11'1i 6illie1lr" lt-r dc,-tlle tht
'tlt!' lk"r ol' ttie nriiier rn i r.r i rr". I i]t ret -

iicv.,ever-, ilobsbawni say,, (i'''I iI" torl,ry,in;rr
tlpe Man's name ;;il,l (iro['lt"'hr rcttt.t!tt:; tltt
ia r gns'. ol t hc llr la' tl ll r'll,'{ ! t,.ll pr r's(',)\ t'5 ('x
r r,trllrl orrl\, lr1, It.,;.+ru.ur,l Lrt.r:r.rrr, llrt rrt'il
,rl roiJ r;l Atl,un \nrrtli,rl( I i r,'url'. I I rrs, l,u lut:r,
r s .r st r{,r lgel rcas( )ri to c,r lebrat rr. i\iia ill, I alirtc,
IiLr i *'l',v ttis 't rr ri iiir()r.rrci" fair thJ lbrtirDrs o{
Al,rn.irthin l dcr.id*' tloilsl,ar.tlr uii','r rwo
rer: nns. Thr fi rst, hr: ;i ;. "is tir:t t hi -n..; oI t he
ofljciai Marijsrn oi thi Soviet ijnion lilrerated
I\.4;rxfrcln orrbirc ideltilicatiorr r,r'ith l.enirtistn
i:il-}rerr,'aidtr..: l.:ui,rilt rrrt:irnrs il nr,'.ciiil ".

that "the globalised capitalist world that
enrt'lgt'd in the l9g0s was in crucial ways un-
t'.rnnily hkt' the world anticipatcd by Marx in
the (-bmmunsl Manrpsto."To examine tlese rea-
sons, sorne background is necessary

Although the words'socialist" and'commu-
nist" were often used interchangeabll, in the
days ol-Manr, even up fo the time of Lenin, fine
dijtinctions in thc ways they were used ciln be
articulated. Hobsbawm says d)at whercas the
word "conrmunist" ahvays sigrrified a 1',ro-
grammc,l ltc wortl 'sor i.:lrr('wrrs "irritn;r il1 ,itt-
ilytic.rl and ct i(i, ai". t2lr't, r'flrls;1 

"'n1i
yrrrhlislrt'rt ol M,trr'. wr)tk\.rrl(i .otlil. i:' o;
Marxism irrlerprrted socialisni t(i rnealr "iolvei
sl.l[('ol (ornil]liltis:tt" ittd lk rtl.lPi, ( ():lrl;tl
rrisnr (1lro1x'r) 1o lrc llt,' "lrtqi,.'r Illl,''s,' t.l r,;m.
mtrnisltt'. Ii()t ,Ilc, (llis riistirtr'iirrtt {rr tailiet,
this (lr)-.(ir)ct iDr), a:; wr' r'('i ('i!'(y l i( l!1)rr, "( llli( ial
Mltxisut' nL'(\lsi IIlir,;l 1q'1'1.1111111,1t1rr,1.

lhc txl;nt lor tut'!rt't. ,\ r:',' v,:retirti ll.lrx
tts,'.1 (lt,'t,' l)ltr,r\r'\ ()r 11,,1 tl1q,1r1"l rl;('ntl, hill
that this thcorctic;ii slr{r( lr!:',' h,rr-;rre ont: of
the morc en)l,,lrr.tssirr1i.t:rti <i.rrrrnrjltllldoglna:;
ol "Ollir'i.rl M.rrxisrrt'' ('\ti(' i.rllv,urrl"i losePh
St,tlin, wlrt, w,ts.rl,l,'li. rr., lrtis riolit,t.. tc de-
clare, irt the l9 ]tts, I It,tt t ltr iOv.r'l rrirast ci crtttt
munisl;r, that is, soti.riil;rrr, lra,l hceri atraillcd
in the Soviet L.lniorr ! livcn rl l"ta rx ri:arlc sttch r.iis-

tinc-tion, it wo'.rl(l havt: ht cn,a', he did i[i liis.ltlTS
Critique o.f th? (;(illru proy,rornmc, to enipha,'.i;'rl
t]lat thc transil ion to sr;,. r.ilisnrl' Or Dlnt[rr:i|r,as
he envisagcrt it, rrrrrsl lr.'a vcrY krr:gpro;:i:ss.

I shall conl inrr:' to r ri(' t I )c l('nl r;''srx rJirsl" iiii(l
"colllm,.lr :i:it" inl ol ( l).r, ril(,rl )ly .ti t,l st;l-,;-rl\ rl.r-
{lnc a socia lr,;i or ir I or))r : r r i I li'.il (l\.i Prll !3i1 v(ho
l;elieves in iht, t[':;ir',rhilitl,arrri ]rr,:'sit'rrlit]r ol a
ciasslt'ss s(x icty A!)yor r t .ur t lrt:rtiirre l;e a so-
cialist or.r ( orr)rnr.rnist. Ilirt krI advocary, I pre-
ftr the (cri n soci.rli:;t. A hl.rr rist is a lrl r;r',rr who
srrbscrihcs tu, arrr! ,rp1,lir'5 tlrr scrr'ntific "doc-
It int" it'tttlrir;i l,V M.rtx. s,1, 11,1 ri,'1'1r1;. lr'7 tlr'-
c('ssily.1^;ll Irt r'r [ur.t1,'r L Air<I ont' (,1 | l).' iII')sl
ptccise sGl (n rt rt: o{ t iti\' (1, )cl |iil('". ir) h.1.lI x'\
owrr worJs, can be for.rld in hi. lb59 I'i(',lc(i'{rr
ContrihLttan to txe iiti,que o.f i'aliticui h:rnonry
K:rl Ma1;1 drd lot crr jrr Cre word s66i;1)i911r. 1-.1;;

llid h,-, invr;:rt thc''wnrd corcmuni':n,. lJi' rv,r\

neitherwas he the fi rst communist orcommu-
nist ideolosue. Marx's socialism and commu-
nism -and Eventuallvthedoco-inethatbecame
Marxism - emergedfrom his encounter with
earlier strcialisms and communisms and, be
fore then, his encounter with Left Hegelians,
Feuerbachians and classical polidcal econo
mists. Marx and Engels and t}eir followers
called the earliersocialists utopions not b€Guse
the socrerytheyadvocated was notdesirable,or
u,a. unrcilisable. but because it could not be
( ri,.ited liy thc means descnbed by their pro
',161sss (l)rrough anarchism or mere educa-
tion). Marr ani Iingeis and their followers
,,alldrJ their socialism scienfi]tc because it was
lrlsi.d ofl the analr.'sis of tle logic and actual de
'..,lonrlrc::t ol lhe ( apilalist politicai economy
.; r u; ihr e lnergr,rrre of the wrirhng ctass lprolei
tirf)J,.;.

vi.rdimir Illvch Lenin (1870 - 1924) was the
li';drroi kussia's Socialist Revt-rlution of 1917. Hc
'"vas a socialist and a Marxisl and the Russian
Iievolrition was the first revoludon made " in
ly'rarx's name". As tire Russian revolutionaries
h,ui no aitrrally existingorpastmodel to tbllow,
i lrev had to criate the model and in so doing,
1 ;'..rt.' hl.rni \i r' - Lrninism, r,r'hich was a parui-
, rl,r, rr)t('r I,r,'lation and appiication o[ Marx-
i,; i r i. l i rcr' : rvere of course rival iilterpretarions

, rt i yrrrri ;r r rd abroad. But Marxism- Leninism
r,.r,r! (l)r 1,,-lllt lroth in the Sovict Union and in
rI\f \ r',,Il;ilirrisl. ilrlernatiorral. tlre federarion of
( i r ! i :,r i ! n i.,i i-'a rti es tou n,J ed under Lerun. Nlost
, r I l i :r'sc rivai in terpretatir)ns were literaliy liq-
I i I, l.t I i:,.i.

i.iow a r:aveai. I an.l a Marxisl I arr. also a Lenin-
ist. but to the extent llrst that I subscribe to tirt:
L('nlni il t liL'urf/ of revolut ionary orgJntsdl Iol)
i ::ol org.rnrsa'.ion ir r gencral; arir l, tht n, t, r t Itt'
r:\rrr lt thJt I hrlicvc that thc Russi.ttt l(t'v. tlut totI
rr r,rlrI rrrrt h,rv,'tJk('r) l)l,lc('in l'll7{)r \rn rn.tll('t,
It'l,rloilc \r()l)s('lid.rtr(1, witlrorrt wlr.tt bcc:uttt:
l.,iowrr us Lcr)ir)isrn. I h:tvr llce n <leh;rtinr', tltis
vrrr lr rrit,scl{ lor a iorr11 t rrr re : io whar ertenr did
'it,rIrrrist rlekrrnr,iliorrs ol Irtth i\4arxrsm and
I l'r r i rr rrirr <lrr1,r nic;i i lv ;nr I !og,,il ally grtrv orlt of
r,,l r.ril a'ii.ll('nl:; r'1 I r : rilrism atid tc wi'rai eI-
'. .rr !lr v u,, ri,]lt, n'.' All i r-ollirn:, {rin,tr'..,is
.i rl,,,ro,.r.i.:n.-r. :,i,::

developed into Salinism before he died.
Historv i6elf has freed Marxism notonlyfrom

Leninisin but also from tlre offi:'ial idmfogy ot
the defu nct Soviet Union. Marnsts should wel-
come this.The linkhas beet for manyoIt],em,
induding me, a theoretical ideological anr.l;r'
Iitical burden. rVith this sep,irrhon, Marxiss
mav now $.lthout leel:rlg i}le v ale b:rravi:.g
anltndyoranyrr\ng, begin ro rc-tta lucte ihosl
revolutionary Maftists whc were not L-r),iti<rr
either for all time or for sor:re tirue: Leon Trot'
sky, Rosa I l,:xe;, ; hcru rg, Ma r' Zr.l :., t: ;. c L :. A!- t' I j
critrcal monrenl let Let,jri,t;n. :u' 'l):sl 

i), I li.'
skism, Il4aoism. Luxemt'1,-' rdlsr i a : r:':,ti.t.' :

"isms" of the Mai:i:t rno.,,e.rrlent aDc hi';totv
stand each on ifi cu'n. ei"i lri- re<,,'aiu;r:eC ai-
cordinr tc tiei r : L':.\r,:r\ t' ..1|i' IiL!r": ji.r' o t: c
develo;i:n.n'- -,;r3.:lc=::.,;r:r - a! i'i.:.-',Fr !

had r trt r:r i.o rh:: tc:rcirr-:,-: l';.rrl a.l.i ';.,, i .:;r
pleasir: ti:a: Hc:-,9o j.iv:,] ii; 

' 
'jume uu: i' I inllv

OII IL
Someyerisag'-',a lJi3e :;:r (,':.1:i(ic;.{':'; oi r.

in a oneon+rrc disLrrrliilt I-..,,: hi ;.r,.i i- :.'.) r, '

posed lo me in ou- t!'iot:t r n rri ireia 
'.'..' i.,: il'',r

ihouqltt ! rvas noi a l.ti,,r,i'.'. iitl': '':r . Jttl . ,. .

cordi'ng tu hini, i:-" (.s,'t.c'l*.'i r.'.; ; : '-it i

wrolelonsagc-on(cl li:t l'll rir' ill . !,)i.'.
showed th"athe v.as w:o:r:. t I pl {.ui- i{ | r' '
circumstanceol t!re(ijscri-<.J:''1:iri,l. ;. ;r'. n, r
meto tell him thal J',i:,ioi.y ir i:lf has i;-l'ei'.'t:n,r-i
in that rion! ro\,'rs'rl

Th{"/carlg.,R 
"i.i, 

r;:. 1'.'rll..rt,.i:. i.i'i'ii
Mani'i and Enq,rj:;' I-irii:'t:,,'..r i ir, u '; iicl:;. ii r,r,;; s

ayeat til"dl,rl :l ' .r 'tr 1 : ' . 1-(.' ll.u':
omv", t r'1ro11:: ilrt)'r.lr -.\\'l lr i: :, l,'l-).':l .t l, ,:1t,.. rii , ".

lie sa'/s "tl i is iir i).: ll',,.ts i i, i.l: ii,,1,:;'"! ii :.] a,)"r
social r 

't:; 
,,vl:0 i r rli1,-1 1,,1', g,-1 nii;r (l'i.r:,:): l;.;e srr

ci.lilsi s wer e irxl rii-. coul agl,1 t,r l;::!:e :nutir cf
t h is .i rr lr ivema1". 

-i 
iris "rtdlst':r'enug" i: cort-

tirrrrirtg. I r:ill 1,..t\(:.trc ll.r,i: n:a:.,'it,e.r:ue ":
l t'bt t:rry..1, l,),,.l ,rrth t1'. :',,"-ii [.r "r,:t: .'1.r

Wrrrid f cbno:nv: li,tst r,ouii ,''.ien li;iilir? ij{-t'it-
ever, il Marxisis tic lct ri:,e icr:, tl:*ir ;.i:; ivris
- unclerstanriabie a5 it las been * iile i,ii,-a;l,:ts
of i: r":rl j'lr*ra i, glcbalisd, crp irrl ii:t,i i lrr om:.
wr .. . irillr lhe "redr:it'rered" trl.]r,{ t{r
thEri i i! - ^ .. iiarr r", I :l lr, :;:',:clie 

*olir' l'r'hrx"l
l'h.rt rvor:l.i l-.r., ;g..:,. l,l.: . 1,.
. i .,

i
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Endlesi debate over'changing the world' (+)
wise words. But for me, there is no question of
\arorshiooins" Marx here. Marxwas thoroughly
monal ihivdwsenseof theword. Hewas fallible.
io wis his frieha ancl collaborator, Friedrick En-

sels. In Llct. from time to time, Marx criticised
5nd tried to correct some of his own misral<es.

Ensels also enrered some self<riticisms and cor-
reciions botlr for himself and posthumottsly on
behalf of Marx after the latterrs death (1883). We-

are concerned here only with the refutatiotr of
aiito.tion, of what Maix actually said and did
and the settins uD of these distortions as dog-
*ai. rhis is a d'efdnce of Karl Marx and what he
teft behind, not against correction but against
distoftion - from-the Left as well as fiom the
fught. Prove him wrong- ifyou can -but do not
distort him.

Hobsbawm did not deal with all the issucs ear'
lier listed - or rather, he did not deal with all the
issues as formulated and presented here' But we
are appreciatjngHobsbawm, and [rave to remain
close to hitn.

I came to Marxistand socialist cotrsciousness to
meet tlre Cold War(t9e6 - tggt), the global strug-
sle between the United States ot Alnerica (tJ S.)

ind the Unron of Soviet Socialist Rcpublics
ftjssR). or the Soviet UnioD. Eacll of tltcm was
Iuuoo'r'tccl bv its allies, satellites and cliertts. Tlre
sritiuule stai'ted as soon as thc lwo co(rllLries
nxrt[t to actualise tlre "con(rol" of tcrrirories
isnhcres ol influcncr:) they allocatld to them-
ic'lvcs aro'lucl the globe in a se ries oiw:rr'ttitte
iuiceniciri.s.rtrcv liid done this as lt'aclers ofAl-
liecl Itrwcrs wheit it becamc cle;rr tltat Nazi Ger-

manv's d,:[c,rt in the Second Wot ld lvar (19]9 -

iq+51 wils borh certain and irnminent. Flash-
noinis ot conllict iniriatlv included the Middle
I'dii- iicle.lte(l certnanv Korean Pcnirtsular, but
icioii sur cud to Sotrt heist Asia (the so-called ln-
dochiria). thc Caribbr:.rn, ctc. fltc "allccation" ol
Wcstcilt irtlrr.ltrc to Atrterica and Ccntraland East-

un Eurorlc ttitltc Sovict [,])ionwcre settled ques-
rions bctwccn the two clncl'gcllt"sLlpcr" powers.
Ttrc Cold Wal w.rs lbught oir tlrc idcol<tg,ical, po

litical. dir)lotnatlc, ecoirotrtlc and, at tlmes, mili-
tarv ilahcs. tt w.ls I'ought nlairrly tlrrough
or<ixils. brrt at tlmcs, it bccitnle or lhreatcncd to
becotne dircct (hctwectt the lwo supcrs)- as ln
Gcrmanv Ktlrca, Ctrba.rrrd lriu). No rcglon and
no courr"tty o[ thc world w,rs lulllltul('li(]lrl lt'

llrt'Dttttttr'wr'were presrntcd when we u'ere Manismand Marxian socialism were nol'and
,,,,*,,,urrrrw;sthal rlrisColdWarwasaglobal arenot.irtanvsonof comperidonwirhcdpilal-
.i,,',:'ll',i oi"comperition"bcrween(forcesol) ism. lhatwouldbeunhisrbrical andundialecti-
t .,:rir,,lr,r:r.rrrd (lorces ol )Socialtsm.fu we con- cal. (-omDetilion lt-rr what, realiy? To show that
rrrirr,,,lr,,leam,ioread,toli\len,andloobserve' iocialisnioffcrsereaterheedomindhurnandig-
we LclL.ln ro \ee a diilerenr picrure. Nol t hat t here niw rhan capirali:rn? That will be evident in t he
wl rr,i "srluggle" it waigoing on belore o!r chjracter of the struggle itsel{ if indeed, it is a

vrraev('\ Lrriif har irwrsnotexlctlyorentirely ..*on;" for socialisil, a mass sel[-tiberarion
Irt.lwccrr (rlre lorces of )globdl Capitalism and iiruEsie.tsit"Compctilion"toshowwhichof the
(r lrc l,rl cr'i ol ) elobal Sociahsm, or berwcen the r*oiVste-, -.roiialism or socialism - dcvelops
iwo "soti,rl tviicms". It ttas larqely to put it the eionornv lalter, as "official Marxisnt" and
irrrl,llv ,r'trritglt[orglobalhe3t'nroltybetween oihe."cn.p'etirron propagandists" [ramed the
llrr.tw,,"\upcrpowerl":Amerit.raltdtheSoviet qgrslion? ThatisninseisE. Capiralism.andsG
I lnlon. cialism arc aimirlg at two qualiritively different

llri\\tltlcP.lclbrglobal heeemonyolalnore worldsanddillelilrtsctsii social relaliuns lo-
I.rvotrr.rbl,i Salanciol powei bct\'('('n tlle two srrunrentsof Droduoionm.rybethcsantcorsim-
,,,1,,:, 1u,*,'rr*.et'geJ'lromSccondWorldW.rr, ii"i-Uutnot!hoiro*net.hrp,tlr,'ircorltrol and

.r w,rr'rr) wlrich allie', satellitcr. proxies and thcirdeDloment.
rlr, rrtr w,.rr' rrrvolvetl dl v,lnous li'vels. a war -ifreoui,sti'onof"competing"doesnol th('lelbrc
wlrrt lr wrtrrersr'tl \o nlJllV confradictions, he- .rrise unlers. of courie, Vou are lylttg. tstlt alt
rr.rv.rlr.,rl,.rrrrl,rrrllcr)lul lrocl.rimcdprinriples uilrobofriendofmincsayisthat,"t.hem:tlwhois
.,,,,1111rt'rltl ,llt')(llt('\cvcnaS,,linstlrit'ndsand boilingstoneandsaysthatheisbuilingylmis
"r,rrru'.r,tr.s'. Ilr.r,l,,tls,r,irrtliosed.rys,belrcved onlvdcceivinghirnself andnooncelre". lhisis
,i,.,1 

'l'.,,,'wr.r(. 
lwo,'1y,1t w,rrld marl<ets one ["ri,l,iaUoUi6"wmrespond\tolhisqtt('stlonof

t,rlrr.rlrrt.(lr,.,,rll.lso(lJli\l andthattheywere conroerition"inHuwtochangethtwrrrlcl:"lhe
Ir"'tt,ltrt)elilr,rn'. ll.rtrIrrJlii('dth.tttherewas claim'thatsotialisrnw.rs\uperlotttlcapilalirmas
,ii.',1.,i,i,,1vr",.*,rr llmarket.tlt..rtthtssirtgttl.tr i*ruio"ntrr"rhemosliapiddevelopmerrt of
w(lrlJln,rk(.ru.rs,(.rrr,l\iiii.i\)d(.rpil,llislmdr- the(orcesol productioncoulJhardlyhavebeen
l(.r..ln,llh.rrll)r"')()ci.rlr\rhlor"w.tsp,rnicipat- madebvMarjc..WhatKarlMarxclaimedwa'l)ol
ir)rirrrl.arruntnr'\r,l lil("'\,ni,lllsl l)l(t("werc.of ihatc,r6italirmhadreachedthelimitsofitsca-
,r,*-.,',,,,,, lr,rl r,ylr,rrtirilt,ttrts; ltttttllt'vwerein ,ri,wt'nboottthelorcesofproduction,btltlh,lt
ir.ti, ii,,,vl,,,in, ri rorrt,.!lr,rluitltthicurrent ineia'gscdrh)annrol capitafistgrowt.ltprodtrtr'd
1,*,,1,11 ,,1,'r,.rlrr,:,,tr.rr11,n.nr)n\.rlnt.ttlietc,tnbe 

""rio'.iiccrisitoIoverpiodrrction,wlrichwoul,l,(rr,.rtr(l. llr)\r11,.1).11,,'lltrr\!llctr,tnslormed. inoar"ro, Iater,Droveinconlpaliblewrthd(JPl-
llr..r,.w,r.,il'.ilrirrtl.rr t,hllo.ophicalquestlonl ralistwavof nrnningtheeconomydlltl P,cnelilt('

(()r)irn,t,'rlt,,'.r.l.r:rys,'ltWhrtrypeol 'tompeti- ioiial conflicts,whic"hitwouldnolsulvive."
Il(,n (,ilr,.xr\r in rh(.(,n,lnolJartci strongennry And sol trrc Hobsh.rwnl, interPrr'tittg M.tlx,
(,.r0lr,rlr.r,t).,r,,1 rr,,rrnq,rrr,llr,r'5le.thoughri! thinlcthatifcapitalisrrrtoll,tPst's.ttwrrrrl,i,"l,y
iri.('rrrrrv(,,,,r.r1r\rl)lsrrtrg.4ie,yes;burnot itsnature,beiric,rpal,l, ol It.tttlittglltr'sttlr"'
,,,,i,rr., ,,,,,,,.11 l,.ts.tltulrdel,iog,inilidteajust ora,',taaono*Vol 

'srrt,tl ptrrtltt, llr)rr". llr('stl(-
\trilqql,.,rtirilr\l .rrr,rl,l,rndlowcihrl,butevilad- deeJing mo.ld ol s,,ri,rI pri,,lrl(ll,)ll "wr)lll(l

",.,r.iii,fu'rll1.1l,,rlr',rslianlednordispirited n"i"rririlvL,,'s.ti,tltsl".()tIlllrr'1,,'itlt,'tsrrtt,tl'
rl l.rrrirl,.l,..rt ,rllrrLt.,twittorevencOuntless iamor"eorrlltr)1 1111",,r\M,rrxlrlltt','ll saitl irt

,,,r,;,,.1 rrl llnrr'\.lslol)ga\lconsidermvcause ihcConlnr,,r,ittMrttti/r'slo. I{ttlltttltqlllr(rllH,lI.llri\
irrsl .urtl rrrvrrltrnr,rtevictoryinevitable,ifthe;n;Gi.sis.rrr,rssrrrritrlrr,n s()rll('lrrrl('\('x[)ltcit,
it,rr,,,tlcrl,r..sn,rl consrrrnehothol us.Ontlre .,rni'ri,rrcr',,,r,l,rrt.Arrtltlr.rl .trstttttlltiottist.ittss
.,rrrii.irvtwillb.',rslr.rnredif lhadconccivcdllrc .1,111,1,f1'.Yourir,rvrtlrttr'tlt,',tn.tlystsorthccon'
,.,,,,',rili,.r.r\.t{,,r,r,,('lili(,n..tc(}rlcL'l)lth,ttsrrq ,l'i.r],',,,rln)lll.llllld0rtul.tstlillr't()M.rrxwhat
It,l\.r\lrtl1,,1',1,'lx'lw'11)trltt,llsrtllx'lw't'tt.trl lrr.,lrrlrrrrts.tV.
u,,,.,t,,.1t),rllr.rv,',iltt,llrlt,tttrr"rrlvtrltrty .l,,/r'ri,ttltlttttr/n('xllhurs(l(ly.

By Edwin Madunagu
Y ASl ltrrrrstlrY in thethird segmentof this st'
l-r rr'\. I lnn)lrr:itlv introduced what Eric llobs'
I ,.rwr: r, ril h rs hooI llon'lo chnnge the world:lalr's
I I Milrx ond Moniism, cJlls "Oilicidl l\larxism". We

r:r.rv now be more explicit: Otticidl Marxisrn was

tlrc st,tte ideologv of the detunct Soviet Union
.rn(l Lountries olthe "soviet Bloc"'1h': ideoloqy
h J\ ( onslructtd first, by dlstorri ng (and wronglv
iiucmretinu) what Kari Marx (and Friedrit k I rt
rels. \is inicparable lrierrd and coll'rhnrator)'
iaiC, and theriruming I his di\ton ton (lnd iilte r-
pret.:.lon) into a dogma by which (ven P.r\ol],
lverv insiitution and eve-rv state under Soviet
cost lol oL Soviet sphere of inilur'nce w.rs judgtd'
I lrc list o[ tlislonions (ioliowed by dognrrttrl'
lr()n ) r\,rlln():l''nr tles\ br'cause in e,lLh drston lon
.lrr' \r'v, t,t l .tll "rt t.t()n i(lns and t evt't s.tls ol 1r0st-
Irr,rrs.ttr,l 1r,lt, t, s.tltd tnterptctati'rlt, witlt'rttt
.r1,,1,'11r, s;r, r'\l)i,ttr,llr')ll\. llrrs l,rst pltt',t rttt''
r r, rrt ( sr t' lr l, tt. I ll l, xi,l.llll,\ I I 

rr rlt, V t,'vr't r.tls\ w,ts

r,rl l,'it "rlcoloriit,tl sotltt'ts,irtlt" lry stttllt' r-l itl( s.

W, rrr.ll t,,rtIt rllV1', l,ll'rlllr(l Ilrt. Pt'rl'l' ttr"l
,.t l llr' .\nr'\\ lrv lt\l ltr{ ll,' l\ ()l rl',l',1 : l('tl, I ll ll' l

t tr.rrr intliviclu.tl tlistol tiolls. S()llll ttl I lt''r",tt r"ts

ol rlistonion (antl tlistol liotts),tt e r'r)lv ( )l i)r\l()l
ical ar-rd acaddmic il)tercst. tJtll I I lt' lr tr tr 

" 
I Il( !'] I rt

areasinthl\hi\lolic,tl D(rlu(lu"' llrI ItI' lrll' tlr"
content dnd lctm oI thP It'u,l'lllrrrr'rl\ 'l tlr'
( irlarx's dir rntonh ip ofl ht il r ltr' t r t rtl ): \'r r' r'rl t' rr I

cent ion Ol the Stri- (t'Coe: iivC" !r r\l I r r I r' i rr , 'l l'i"
nrlins cl.lssc.): the dcsrin; ot ll)t' ': rl" I'uillr"l
inp airrav ol tire state''): tite dclct ltttlttsl 'r '1"'
t,ine oi "inevitabii;ry"; 'soriali',tlt irl rrtr''

counm/': "revol ut ion iri ptrmlnt'l lr (" ( )l | 
\'l I I r'r

ncnt I dvoluriun";'conlpet it ion" h('lwt t'r) "rttt
talism and sotialisnr; Marxlstn alrd p"ltt r' ' 

( I I r''

Communisl Manifcsto). "lowet" rltrl "tr1'1u t

nhares oI soctalistn; impcri,llirln ltt'l tlt' tr't

ii.nal crrestioir: rel'ot m and revolt tt ir tt t:' l.tsr' rt r' I

nolitrciiallr.rnces:charactr't oI I li"rl'tlr"rttrI ' l t "
{rruusle in t lre oel iod ol LrJl ).il Ir )l l' "l"rrct "'tt r' I

i,rnJe"r" oh.l...'of :ociali,ttt; tlcttlot t'ttv'tt I i tll'
r.riorrhip:and rhe panv syst,'ltt (ttltllrll lv()l lrlt rl

t [).]ftv).
il,r!r.i,awnr w.lt lls I ll,tl lltc s,'tt ttt1" lll' "l "{ irl.-

Ir'rl M.llxl\lll' .l!,,llll\l "lll{(rllt'tl l\1'll\i\lll
wottl.l lle,tt,rirrtt itr,'v''ry lll('lll(nl ol rrx t'll r'tt
tlully Il)'ll M'ttx'lt'vt lt'1'ctl'ttt'I ttr' rl lltL'rr"ttr'
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Endless debate over'changrng the world'(S)
By Edwin Madunagu
IN the preceding segment of this appreciation
lof Eric Hobsbarvln's How to change tlrc world:
lales of Marx and N(arxism, I listed t5 areas
(among others) rthere, in nry opinron, and
Iargely in Hoir:;b;w;n's cpin;on, Marx s acrual
pronouncernenti, h ave s':ftered distomion and
dogmaiization in the h;r,rris of his "foJlowers".l
haiie alre:ilv tnich:d al sonie rf these irr the
last four srdr:oenis.'1,'hat L ;in'firi. tc ao in this
:;C1:i.le'iI,;r:,1 in 'i.'- ii'l1ir.'1,i;,; r;r'( II)ai fOl-
i, lrr c, i: ir, i'x::.: :sj ' iirt i:s: ,. .rl itr :' puli rli rny
! tY pirrl'r.r'.;l' -, .'.)lrih.t
, '1t1,,'fr,;. j:,' ;:: '.:lt, ....-:\ \i,j,i,.UiCiiiig

t,).sr. (,1;5 iir-it ' , ".. 
,, ,l l.t i,, ,j, liiljrC in pii? a aaa.

,it'nlcr):.lr,,rris, :i,' 1i),1; .rl; rilrd,s(a,rrtl,lsthittI
,lllLgi' l)ctr rii rrr r', i; ;i itrll !i.if(l'ihJ\rcbt,:n en-
loulriulfri rir J,, lr:\:'r',, lr.1l (r,,l,irIiir I h:'lotrg
ai,ti i;.l.Vc b.ittr,ri,:r, .t:i,, Ir):(r'.1I)lr,1. lili": nrOI"e

sIlLLi,ll,;!!lv,, t.':: l;':' ".' i'.,,;' r;.ll'ii.i;Ut.l'

all oi therrr. ili:s rr.:\tii ir \ti, irr v;i t r i; 
1 io;)tt)ar\\r rD's

book i:.as prorr,-.e:-l ,J l ol,i)1rr tL'l r r:r,, i. tlii'; rlolc
nCt Sln:i;iyay-,';riiliii lelie!" {l' Liii ll,:!ill( : .rl)(l
our pnr:crples. li.r | :i: a s,ti ri;:. ;r -, :,,e; r l:;r i, r " rrl l-
CnijCiSm" ;r:iO ":....1ttl;rfr.'rtir:;r I)t :.jitlt'. i 1'/,ltil(i
like to i:rovidc ! ! ii:l iir.io r i ! usi.rat ;t,i ]s {: i i I ii r,:lt'
fafiCr: oiihis d::;'.i.r.'lr irrii;1 { i//e ! i l"r trlv i{'! J()r rill r l)
volvt;t::ni il r\.-,.: I i!-,1.i ,-ill,:ri .,r,,1,,,,,,.1

disDuiaticq.i""
N?rto,,t,r,ri.- . :..,,.:,..i,:....,.,,(it\. r',.'.i rrt,,l

aou;r..! t,-,r,JI ,. :l',..: ::. .,. i a,.',-r,1,, ..,11,,,ir,'
il'OUI:'l.V,in:.' 1,.' .r1,:, ;,':,'li' lt,',',1 :,r.r' I

\t,r\llliaii'i,'.:. '';.; ..,11. . "' '. ",'r',..ti,,:,, ,

Lr)as, Vj;d111ij r_i.r": ;l' i;r:it ir t ]t: ir :rlr: r :i t ilr' lt: rs

sia's 1-!U Sociaii,il. i'.tv,',it l I rr . v i. !1r i 1 1 ;r,ri 17, rtct o: lli ttri
to the i;cm laclc. 1,1' ! ;;1f ,,, ;,1., I t l I r: r'r',. ili:sitltt lti,l
pcsirrfrr aicr,',.,', ..i:'. r'.. :'i.1,, I r\'.r)tc
lOIlg.,gr,,,rlle( ,.1,.: ,.,r ',.lii r,'.;11' I r1;1ll1rl
.rnd t artiuiir st( .r'r (; tirc r lrrir. irs ;icr, I,tck to i,,,hat
lrrorrgiii tr:c to ll, r;. I r r r.lv rliv ri', q,,,i i. that his ot>

P{)\;lir,:)'(,i i(' ,',' I -"i r, r, ;,,1 ,if il ,rt lr,r,l
tr,tgrcat:,1 i, sr, ;-,,6',a.., ,er:,.es i i! u.tt ,rrgani
satiDn d,nl Di l!t,is.

fu;.:ili,'r ilil,. i.at', ,:. I 61,r,, 1c1r. r1 It,. p 'r...'5 ]cs;
than h,lli rnv r-\; --.cr.r .:,1:r. i Lid J r ur ),/ {,:,t,rr iol r

with a comr-idi.i w,rs rrc:iirg fi.;r Ilrr: illsl I inrt'. It
Urlls i11 a iiinlt,,t rtj.' L'!- n, ) 

- I'l{). ('p,.,,tt iI t l.rr ;,t,,11

vr,e were registering our arrival, I was introduced
to the young man. The first thing he said as he
heard my name was: "l leamt you are a Trotslryite"

meaning an adherent of Leon Trotsl<y's ten-
denry in the intemationalmovemenL I replied in
kind: "I know you are a Stalinist" (loseph Stalin
was Lenin's successorand Trots\y's enemy- "evsn
unto death", tousea religious languagc). \t'/e iater
became closecomradesandevencloscr yri;sc,:aI
friends, brrt hc never forgot my *Ilt'rt:i;;isl:'r'. 

,

mav rerrrark hcre that our murual "tJcr,ltis".,:'u
'suipicions" split our organisation ricq rr tirr'
nr;ddle al a crilrcal moment in ouri-u: !lr al...rir.si
(i+rreral {)baiaujo's military dictator..hip 1t,r:.,'
llti9). !'tre cornr;dc is nowdead.

Bac! ro ihe rnaiirtliscussion. Marx dill n(,r rr:.j
d(r ce..;i ny flolili('a l tre atise and no "pc,!ilicc / hii;.'
pnn:". He, c'i-;r'urse wrotc a lot on wu.,r rte rrr;'.
how i,rll loj:tir:. but hc did not Droduc,:;:u'. ri:ir,i
tlr.rt rar, 6c rrmotclycomprrcdto his nrain'r''"vori
on c( onoDll:s, or political economy:-Coilflul.
wi, iclr runs intt; four huge volumcs and s..r er;l
th.ilt i t.a;h c[which qualifies as a separa].le trccl:.
\,Vht ; t';r Mtr x's seriotrs sttrtly of [r onorriL'; Ji,
nolit -rt ur rt il.rhorrt ttl5tl, he staned w;irng :er i-

')us l\i,lilic\, Irisroryarrrl political philc:.rrplri,"i
(itr lJ',,.: Ir4 '. rn spite of this early stan, ail i:cr,'lt
lri' irtr I ir r t li,' :,;rhcre oI politics wc:'e scJtl( rr, I

l\r 'r r's it, r:r: tr:,r1 polt'micalbook rcvirl','i i, n. :1.
rlr .!y ';1v161, tritrqtrcs ofgroup ar)d i).:rily l.r'i.
'ir,, | : I) l('\. L.( r l tr''q. a( )ttft 'r(,nce add;1'q..'. .: 111 ir I
l rrr r rr()t('\ JI)(l lrrill)lrietS.
\,. r,,, rr! :l.rr).'. u,t ltirrA\,strch.islll.ry, t,;:a)e(,rl:

I Lrt " l,:tr l', \;'(.11, ()ot r'vcrr intentlecl, by Niai;i, ii,r
ltulrlrr rtt,r'r'Ilr, \ \.., r( lrt\l \lu(l) t,(tl(".',,I;i\l.lr,I
t^. 1t:1, t rrt.ltr,l l lr' 1rrst Irulttrrttst'tl,lrrls"t i,. ttlr,'
tilt':rr t,P, g,rvt'llrrr lrllt's antl ptrhlish.:d tlr|in.
Vt/t',rlso krrorv llr,rl st'vt'r,rl nl.lnlrscrilt(s .. lt! van-
r)rrt :1.11l('s ()l (()n)l)l('ti(,r) wt'retlisr,lvertii, lotU;
al t rr lrrs rlt'.r( l r I i rr,rc rver t' .rlso cr l il t',.1, r e:;li Lrc

ttrtr'rl, titlctl .tnrl ;,rtlrlrsltttl Atttl, ol to,lsL,.:;
witit,tll Ilrirtlicir;.l,i,lrx'r Ir,tirr r,rr) l,r\(( r Ilr,1n Ir\
l)r'il, Jll(l sitrr. lr.' rtjrl llr,l kilr,w wlr(tr lrt',vrrul,,
dre. tnarty rt's,',u t I,,rrrri ir,rrr rr,tlrst rt ; rr r rir'r I r, f il
vi,rrrsii,.rirn' rrrr r.i'tJ 5l liirrr, wL lt','itlr,'r r r,,t, i,r :,
Dletetl or wcre evcD untoLrchetl .rs l.rr ,rs lrr.,
Irteraty agents. eJitrtrs and pulrli'lrr'r', krr,'rv.
,\.tIrouqlrMan{andCcn'tforgel I rr)', 1 ;I l' .,r:

ficient materials to form the foundation ofwhat
developed into,Vardsm ard, in particular, Morx-
ist pofirics, a lot of ipiecing toget]rer' and recon-
smrcrion had to be done bv his successors and
followen as well as bv prolessional researchers
and academics. In fact there is no sublect under
tJ're sun on which a l\'larxist position and theory
crnxot bi deveioped - or irideed, has not been
d.evslcped.: h,:ve, in ny own library many fat
ar i{i noi sc-fut :rui,lieCorx on such subi!'cts as
' " r;' ;qr (a' - r, ;t. \l-.ri.isi pqrholog-v, lr{:rx tin

:r'. I : .\1l ill : r. I.1 1 r. n; 51;l;11aliSm, Man On pr-e-

' :.;:i.-aii:, e,rc,riorilic fomafion.s, Marx on
.\.,,, 1, \'1.,,' ii,...en-fiiticism,tllanionsr:-

: -( ir . . :-..' n,.i'lrrie i :LlDlicarions, x expe.-tec,
i:. :r:.,.. ii,...lIL:rr;iaLrv: "rvriir references fronrMaol's
i.:lri iri,,:ei:') i,roris, all alwal's rvrth direcl
r.l latari.';h, 'r.,ri. :,; iii ,hr,+:i what we hair toCay:
r .u 1i l( q.: r .: ,r'l .e: r,iinl,'[lttoiiors clwhat'l,{an
;;;;1,;l;1 .ior.; o;, e,.erJ,rtiren subierr. L.{any oi
t:iese int.:nre'-ations ciaim to be authontativs
aiti)rr bG: i use t hr,. rvuc produced by "experts'
1,: ...,f:r u,,r i.!.\l :' j't'r,;gpersonaliriesinthe
rrr','.r'irrr',rr ): .. rrc er,rloiied by'Official Man-
:,::l'. i, ;rr' li l.r, t t'' ;,v1, ir :r theie had been rival
'r. n: ' r :.. .:t: .r:t,.i b,leitilhatesarncngl,'hrx
\ :s r r . li..'. :iut,'r'.--n l,r.rlrsts and non-l\{anistr

('",rho rrrciudr anti-irlenisas) is ,fie stofe. Essen-
I r.riin',, h*ras <cmc Maxisrs insistthatthe sfate
i . y r;: l:,irl;1 i: ' 

i1g1 itr,ln ihe "executive comrnittee
r-i Ii)r r r: inl-: r:la.:s",Grthe"instrumentof thenrl-

: J { l, j:, " r.,, h i.i ! alSt.ie LhrLthe state is notsimp&
,.rriL,,.)ral'.1: ritar.a is nrore than these. Non-
lrl.r: r isi; at,i aii Ir-l.i;i;iis15 completely distance
thenl:e)r'rs i:orr; $ese des,Tiptions. They see the
(ill:'..s J :r:.'rr.'i l.rdi reirresenling evcrybO(!\
iir,j theI,Jt!on.
.lr:: :t ii-r :rt..rci of llrc,\'l,rixi)i ((,t)(('l)li,)t)\

.:r,l \',!ri,:llt:; ()i c(irraer)ticns is lht (lucstior) r)l

i., l). ri,i \i){ ia li:;t rc\, )l'.riiorrJry ngcnt y slrotrltl tlr:
,L'iiir llrrr ol,l s'..rt. ,li;ar- ii(lon: I)isnrrrnl/c it,'
' ,.,, . :/ \,'. rr., lr.. /j.'iut nr(.li dlld('1tr't)dson
l I)(' ;( ff r ol 1.trat \taI':, lor wa knorvwhat the con-
' r/ l,,,ill I,,' k,r I i\'1,rIX actuallv used several de-
\ r r!)Lion',.1,)({ 1rci,,i)h!rrs lo describe the state.
:,rr" ,t lr r l.r;rr. ' ,-',j 'ncsl unCCmprOmtsinq
1r '(( ' r;)':i)n, (11 llr.. slite itr to be fourrd in 18.18

Communig Manifesao, wfuch Marx authored w tr
Engels" the manifesto was commis;ioned bv the
Coirmunist League ol *trich hoth authors i.vere
members. The revolutions, which suept [.urope
in 1848 eruptd barely nrm week after th,, publ!
cation of this slim, but passionatc. ;rrrr"l "eler-ti:f:r-
int' boolc Later, Marx had to ta .1.. a':.r:,'.si :he
distortion,dogmatisatiar, ;':'.1,r, sc .r:is;:ior. i.I
rris incipient theory o[t i,( ]f al. .

The defeat o[the tgs, .-r+.,j'u.; ... ., 1., r,,: J, rl c-

iarr.rf Louis Bonapaiie i&F:.1:r-: ,. l ' :ii,. ,ci:'.]rt
rifpouertryhruwork,r,r:ir1i 'i-:. , . -,r. r:: ;:.'
ievcral elaborations of ':'; ': t.. : .:. l' i-r
1-,:in:outexceptioni.c::ri ti,.'-, .. . ;.'., .r'
nudetheseelaboraoor,i:: i.. :' . . :ij-.J 1tl '
,"alicy{1848-1850):f}:: l:i:';-r. . ,, .;ri .r'. ,.: ;.
Sonopurte(lasz),Leie' liti:i. t, ::,r'..'",.;'.
,ngyrr (tss-z);andlh-'ai.'r;'":r" , r ,. r

Ifus rs EricHobsbohTr\.,p!i-,,i " "'.- ;l .1:rt 11 ;,r''
'Ttr: earlv comnrunisi ic.rr: ui \i.li.. . :: . , . . ..i
Lhe sute sketched o,,l flur a\,.il ::t.iq ,. lrr
e:rsence ofthestate u..rc rx;lir:cal;.)c#fi rvh: r,h :,.,:i:

the official erpressio:l ii :hi" n;;;-Ls'iir', cI. i;r:.r,...
wirhur bourgeois sor ist_\': tt ..r",.',.- c,,. L!, :.',' r'
cease to exist in comm,-!tl: : tLi.- : . : :. l :'tr. :,. . .',' i

sy$em it rcpresentai nota g,.'nt:i .r'r ('-er. r ...,.

riery but the interest ci i;l( nrl. .. , .'., . ., i ,

'arrhtherevolutionaryr';rt.':vcrt .. j l.'r,.:. : ir

'.r,ould,duringtheexitplledrr-r' . .,.:',.. .'.::
rliuppear immetii;1.'!i b.:t t .. , .. , .: .:.'i
{crm of 'the pmletafirt 4..'i1ilr' :'.; ,, ; rl'r r:' it, r: S'

or 'the dictitorshiD ul t"he cio:1, r, ;.t: ' i I ici!, i(.
chonge the world. page 5:

Thr, is a gredtly \rn)p':hr',! :,. ,i, '. :... :z i,:
,lfurx, thCoryof (hL.S. )re. i ,., :qr I . r' r l:r':
but r'vould t.rkc crrc lo.iju , ,- r:r..i" .r., , f"r;
l[ints:first,lhal lhctevr' rrti ,rr.:r,.,r . ,i_\ cdI.l' '

irr)( srml)lyseizethest"r;eat,rl 1 .,i i, . r' i5r.' ; . I

a iler4'state has to be created; si'irrCi\ -rilalr r,;tr

\l,rr,' ( an t)e (onceirei a...1 Cri:' :l+ . c . an :'.rt :r'

,illotLdnisationol L\eir,,;n;,:ll',.,i t:r, i,i..,l
r':'it,r o[the natior at .'ir,l:u] ' ,, ,, 'i .'

siare can sometunes ieirc.'ell. 4:ia.'u.;l -,1 i.rl.
ruling class and not tbii rr.lling d;-s:; .:: ; lll:cl":
and {lnalh: that there ,.r :-,o "r-ir;r:,;i : ; .;.1p:a

clas;'staG, the pre!:ir: Jn5 (ri f(,:.(ri . : ,:r.lFC I

populism nonvithstanding.
. Tt lt a rcn cfu de d nexl ffi rsdo_r:
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Endless debate over'changing the world' (6)
By Edwin Madunagu

T1ii5 is the s;.lth and ftnal segment of thii se-

I ritr.l his dces noi, horr'ever, mean th;t i am
aboutto ronlirlck Dn aDsieciatii,n of Erit Hob
sbarr':n's r rri :o c :ci zl i',e tt'or!c' lcles t,i llarx
dn J-tlin.isn. {,r end iiv review cf this "ehdless
d:ba:e".1,-:all rerum tb L.cth oi rirem.
Srrinervh:i: eariitrirr thi s series. I said that cne

ofthe cbalest statemenLs of}{rin:s ri eory ajhis-
lory can be fouad in his P{ace to di e Cortitbtr
ior, :.r the --rr--ur.tj Poliii; :,1 lcatt'n1'(18;9,. ihe
p:;s a 4: i r, qu is, j{,n i; a sn on o:e. rhou; ;oo
*or'.1, lorrg. I ;:rust hgve rcad l.xs pdssagt aj
man,,-times as I have read the Communi.sf .i{sn-
ifcirc.'Ihe language is lhr same: authoiutive,
i).,sliu,r,lic ari.: "eTectrifu;n?-; bui the l'rcr;",ii
-mJt .:Lii". n)ri::e intellett .iland moft r'rbuit.
lr,l,in hinst:lf anncunctrC that rhe 500+r'r.,rd

lr,rsic:r: i:, . lr- /'l('rr.rLr',5t.1;ti49 trrCt tJrt pL:.,se
tur ll:r s(.t).rl L,r'oJur(ion ol their Iife..." and
cnC i ng vrj lh 'Ir, ehistrly of hu nran scrcien'rras
a nraio", clirrr.ri,-ol rvhit:lr, -thereafter, serv.rl as

i,'-t,T rl !:'1,'T l ?I ::: I :i' I,T"r :"d 
*

'rr\ ir' "r"' .,.'lI,r'l':"' .l::
Silt€ii:8Ot r)a1 i,!rri(t iO Dt ol)e Ol ttr( t0Ost pG
ljtjca.lly ar:J the,rreticalll controvcrsial (in rrr-
terprc';non and "application") anrong
Mai:Jilsts and socialdernocrats as well as stu-
denis and scholars of vai-ious tendencies and
irrt:r,ts-u;. Parj; for fhis reason, I shall, in nrc-
senui.q this sutemeni. sulit it uo into sir or
:,v:r ir4nenti. cne:'ii tl,e social yrrothrc, i.rn
rftheir liie. inen (hunran b,eings) enrer inr rr r leil
irdt': relaiions tharare indispel)sabk: urd rntir"
D:F(ipiit c,; i|,ir; Nill. rel.]irons of prrltlrr.rr,rrr,

'rhjc,, ic:: :J,.nC tc.r dr:irite:t.ig,: ol ,i r,'l-
c,pnitnt of :ire{' materr,:l productjve It;rcc:. 1 i re

sra,r irj|al aa.he:;e reir tioni 0[ pr,i r.lctio r co]i'
i!i-ri!iS -rii L:ri,i)uilli\ :,(r r, Llll( ri )r)(i(i,, lil('
real basrs. cn \^ h ich riser a legal and prilidcal su-

1:r""u.ru;e,ardtruIiich crrrr.'s;. Id.':L,ite
orms ct s.,;iaircnsri!orrsuis: .

fhe;.,,.; .';.r,i .r'rr,(il((...ilr .;('.lt (,1,.:.li).
T,:,'r..;r-, i'l'.,. .iai,'rr-'nt'i.,.,11 1jy.r;J!r r .l
lllJu( OI l.:...1'..,;, r,l.,l l)ri,( r ;Jl,.ie(,)llilr:.,,1r(
ri,.,s. .i,rl, .:1.:.. alar:J ir):*ll(,(tL,ai lrle Dr,\'rss
i.t !i'i., l:r..' ji :tui rlrJ c!:r.(i()u,ncjib: :.([
ih:l Ccr.,n :r-,.:-. l'..-ir b:::q. bL:. on th: c':;-
-,Jr.\. t. i:::l:,:. s.,ci.:i b,,;ni; tha: drL(t.:,..Ii5
Ureii..r;t.t:i t'::,ei)''. \r )U :.1,r! I:"lit g tl,;,: flrl..

second srgment is nrerell' re-statir-rg :he flrst,
and then advancing ii a biL !1'eli, an),:ne',vlto
disrcr,::s rr'ith this suter..nt-even ir- ir'in.
ness'- d;iailees, not cnlv rrirh tI'e'4ri,iing
thi,'al " ct ]i1a x'i tLought;, but r+it h ;;r entir e
scho.ll of phr)0,:ophy illa:er.rlism as rppcsed
to iCe.rirs::j. thi; i5 hi:.:\:r, neithir t:: I';aie,
nc r rh., o -'-a s:" r r, tu ar { rr? i.iLl: jil;h c ); JL:or,,,
ir -ce:'-A- : re rr.- i r'.;de_et t\ :,r t; =.., ;;,i.-.:.,,-,

th:' r.]i t(r-.11 Di JJini . e f: --c::,ll - ol,'.1.' ( :,mL
in,.or.li:: r,iri: ,"r:<t,n{ I?l?ioi)! of j:^.luc
tio n, oI - 

". 
L;; i) bL:, a Iigal e,l;: ;; ic:. fc r th.:

same thil,: - rvll]: tl :e proprrt' ; e)rtiirl.i rt i'-hr t i

whiah ule\,r itale beel ::t \,,crir ]irtiicco. i iotn
fonr,s o1 ilt,,.l-pr;.:;.r 9. 11;4f'1,.1!rI fi.:rei
thesr relr:rr,r s tu; l ,::,.o L'.:, r icr-rr;. ' :t ti i;c-
gins ar, c ra of -rcci:-i revoluiicn" ).lrr r.: ih i''sri
cial lt...,r'.rti.:.^,-.1:..: r r(.1 L" ir.1' n l,' :. :.: iI it i:
hum,lii i,ei:-ras i l;rr ;nake "s'crd;l ie vcli,tjoir' -
wrrh n:attnrils accr.:rnulate,i rrr,iri''t:,rir.i:nit-
ted"frcnl,the r:ast-
Fou.:'\',l Ji ihr ctr- n;;e of rl : e':o::un.lc j :,un-

dation thr e!lIirc !;tir;len:] sxi)er)tn ct'l:e is
more,rr Ie:,', rap id!1 !: a nl,Ionn"rl. In c rtrsr jer-

:l ': " .-i- '- ' -."-.:: .''.::,"'-:.::-.1;r
ot the ecrrnc,r,ri: crrndition: lf pro.:ucttrr;t,
whlch car: be dererr nin.'ri rvrth tirt pi'e-ision of
natural science, arrd the iegai, polici:al, ;.eli-
giotrs, aesthchc r:,r philLrscphic - in shc: t, Jde+
Iogical fr.rrms ia ulricl a'rin j\unian iei;qs)
bccomt ar'rrrstious of :l:is :orr:lilt anc iight it
ottr".

Fivc. "lu-.t;s rrrtr opinicn,:i:n indir:riual is
not I !i Let i .rn h hag fr,' 1 \1r,1-5 ,;[ ]:11 n.eli, so ;an
\4C nr)r I'r -q' jL':lr .r Pi, i.r(: lrira::sfo:,r-a:ron
h) ilS i\,!,I idn5(iOrl it;:'.i ,, a.,i ii;,- COnC,i,1 thts
r'i,l:.:r l: u: i:r',, titu.l 1,. r'xt'l-':..t.i i.ir l.r'a 1. LrIn
tl r! ci,it tr.:(iii:tlr)i ts ii !' r: r r LrlLr;r i I ii,:. iir.:r thl eli
istrnqL rntiilL lrrrrr,.'ir, th, ), ci,ll I)r:,lrrr.ril'e
l,r;..1';rru ri.'rr,.',.,.,r,. . i,..,,:,,,..

'.i:... "l' ::otiai ti,rt:r.r'r rlrrir.' p.'r, ll(. l)ci-)re
ali :lrr' pr'r.tr:ctit'(' r\', .,'- h,; ,lri:i, i:::'l rs
ro{irri iir if lraVt tlt.r ir;lti tt rli!, lr,ril , rrl;i-
L;O|l\ LI f r).rt'/l,r,ll t)'r'(. i\:'( 1, .: ,. 'J,L'
trr.l:elt.tl:. ),,,rr \',..),.1:. . i .: : ., 1 ..,.
tuigd ti:. ijt. !r'uiitir r:t llj'{,,t \r),.;..., ilitil,
l'hereii'r'.. ri,,r:l.i:i1i .r1,1',1r,.r ' :^: iiscli l, li,,i Lir I I

1,,SIS:. t.--rr :J .",i1i,,. ,. ., i.
,-noft a[]::rl]. ir ,';ili;ir,.,i ; irt i,rru: , ,'t,rt :lri,
l;]i^i.Sr'.i-ii .jr, il. v.l .-,;l::-, I.ti:,:,:it:,itli
tia.l: i ,r :rl Si.rJti{i; d.r--.j.j 1r.,ji Ot ,)r: .}l luJ:.:

in the process offormation". This proposition hx al'-'r been a subjec ofcon-
This baricular sectron of Max's Preface has trJversi. I tthc.'e murl of -J is con-:ot ersr'

betnistrbieciol ern.nceconroversirtithin rr':ulCer':pt;ateifitisa::re;a:-Clha:',1axji
th.t.lnilt'bftlarrjstsandbetwcen,\'1ar:<iirs, h:;-eul :riga/irpani:'it;l -;t,Cnc:a'se]'
on the on! haid, and social democrafs an<j re. mented" - i:an, ofh'Jn i:rr irst1ry: N4an- fci in-
vislon;si: ',';ho al;o claim to b. inspircd by sf2nce, !' Ilc: sa',-l,]i'i tl": e,,':;l soai:l alas t4
Iv4a.i.,inlheother. Ishallprovidetnointei- p:,s'srclt.q'r 'l"iattc',f:,';dai,ncurgtc,.;(cap:'
ver-::ir:ri:onenonHobsbawm-whosebook Lli-st)...ar,i;rrh.iicide;-iilonil'sa;-s';;i,rik-
l' ..',t::',ge./:iivorlC:IcL'scfMonond.',lao;- ia.-thei.ori::s;r.',rol:.'-\:'-s.'l'.:ncc-;i;h;t
isr:.;r..'r.i; :rrciating-andrheotherfrom h.hasst=n"rril'ratn,sa-;r''i;liljsh.:rob+
m:. il,;l,.barr,m:'ActuillU rvhat Karl lllarx ljeveiha.ti-..b.[rg.oissoii:qvisnr:ii.rerthe
cl.ri.nclv,tsrtotLhJtcJpitajismhadreachec endofhist[,r,rili]rtanir[r:succr,:decc,,,anv
ri'.; lin11rscf ii;capaciryioboosttlleforr::ol o:her rxi.,ioj:lii,,--s!5ten,
!rro(1untrrr, but that dr6 jagged rhlthm ol calr i rvoulii -lil:= to conclu:rt tils ser'ies rr .ih rvro
itai ,r -.i'rrrh2rotlucedpe-ribdicciise-.o[or.ii- p'ss les:c:ll-..rl',fart:-r'sborrjlCnl:-:.e6;h.'
prr,,JLiction, ihich rvo'"id, sooner or lrter, !"i5: -All ,\i" x: po!iti;: co'i'-ior:r'si.iin lii,'or.;..ej;r..;rn::tjblervirhacaoiurlisil,,2i.sf la:er'.:a:;it:r:i,id:fen.:c: i;raf:L,l..Jncer':
irrn;rj;.sthc.'-tnonuandlenei'ar.so.irl..,rr.oIlaja-n:'lir,cnl cias;r,-,enan,ol t) .r::L.
fli.ri.ulr!.-lrittcapiraijsm)i.,ouJdnctsunjr,e". tarial{li ar:'.oi,tiot,se-lnr':::irpl}a,:on,:..

l:1.1..b.'tarrm'i;nrerven,-ion,lar!d: :think fo:aliua'si:lc:;-rt',er::l;.f:il.''.rcc.is.Jm(
someLlar.istiel)dencieshaYeread,intowhai se,:tarian;itcpir,.oulxa,:ruiialri&,eli.entini-
Marx actually said, a mechanical - almosr riarirrga{ollpls(andr'ctrtadilypre.rctabie
nreraphy.:16{-leselariunbetw'eeirsociolrastro'p.riodoftrarsr'.lln;anrJIc)rhecons_eiuertlr,'
andr:r(or:colaggnljgcrrr6216l'1hem^::'-Thrrs; n1-'((rrr'!T"rr)trh-r'ceri: as\li'rtl rlitirrr

,raU,,;,al l*i- rlr.:, ..,:.r DCi.;,5,.. , I , *. - :..i,cS-t:'.
ho'Jrseoisie irr. sav Eurooe. le.s. resoluti-on of On Eaqe 14 Hol,ibai.nn.-nderilnes tirree "cerr
the'narionalqueition")'carin6wonlvbeper- tralGair;es'"Anirr:ta.iurnbtrofte::al[ea-
tbnnedbvrev6lurionarvoooularderirocrlUc turesoifilar:isarairsjstJur-irr]:i:r'iewiem,iin
forcesin('ieeria.N{arxdidn6tsay,and,it\i:rk validandrel:r;r{i'i;e=r9,"15tt'.'sn,iysisof
co:rldnothlarethouqhr.thaLdependinson theinesisiblegl,:irai .iFranritof.;?itt--iteco
rhehisroricalcontert-lrevolutionirysociitist nomicdr,elop"mrn.arijitscap.:cirr'toJesu-o1'
age;r(-\'co,Jldnottakeporrer{romlbrni<r'..rpt alJ that crrr,c betcLt it ncl,,oirig e;e: tht)se
bE rrgeoisie and t|en stan with tliose uils parts of ihe herlagc oi :1".e humJn p;r from
rvhjrh thc br,ur{eoi(ie ough: to hale pei- nbichcapiuiismh.iuist::::nclli:c,,..'chas
fcmlcd,butd,dni'Lperfc,rniorcoulflnc:lrer- ftn:iiys0-ucr:res".Thes:-'..r:""te-':u.:l ;ri:rc-
lornr. istheenal.lsisof "themech.rnismof c.:ritalisi
-i.-,in.'lnbroadouilines.qr;atrc,ailcie,i:feti 3rr,,r:tb',g:r.cr;tr,o;ir:::r:,1 't.:n:r,r--1iJ:r'

d,;l..rr'ti mudrrnbourseoismodesof nroC ic. -endless)oulsoitenjiot- j ,.nci,.,atlrrr:-.,,rcsG

1ii.' .r lh( rl".iLn.'ir-da.proqressili.,r,rch5 lt::;ons,[r.lr't):l:,tdtrgt'cl-i.;.r'.1:I-:'".,''
li, .... r(.,1,r,..t! rufil'tdiluti oi SOC,t:\. jnr p.-ltait j ..r)t \;li: (r..!(. .i .l.J,t ,. .1j ,r:.
i),'ur rte, )i5 rch jons ot productioF are frre last cr:asiuglt glob;.' :, r l cC( :r0r,'\'
lr.,]r:risticlolnrofthesc.irlp,ucass(:lf:^. -r.'lc:.'lir.i"c.tI:-rlt..'.t:.,.,\i.:;r's,i;..rlr,ir"
,l,rir:irrrr-;nta,:.onistjannIinrhesens.:oll:id!. thJt r.ttI']iJ: v,.l -l .rlr'-l i:l-"t;lt. it,:cor:;n: r:.r
,,j,1;.tl,r1t-tiici,isnt,butolOnearisilt,:),1iltt,HLI..,h:',r;,,'., lJ,,:;,r:tii,ll,.artrrls,:i:elete
,..r1 r, ii::.ns i1 l'fieltl..'rn,lr..:.'rrl.l rr Sit,i:'::t.i;.:; ..'\',r,.1:.:\ -i i-:r,,t..

rl:.:'rL'lrln(t;lcr);,)d,.,LU\'!'lL,rLcrjJr',Ji.)r)-'r\i 'rtofr:.0::i'.:';t',.si..,;i;Lint,,9id,:Jgrn-
11r1 '1"i1r'rrrr:'tlrs.ri .r':ltt;ur)i5so(iel\c:i.a{,, er.,;r-'ui:le(,iil:t,}1ini,!ro;e,\.rulL-serhe
lr....,,t.tltrtrrl:il,r.tsJitl.lt:solrt,tJ;r,).'...-i: i\1.'i1..',:iP-.:i::s.-':;r.--':,,uJii.-"-:iio:rJi

(lr,ll..,,,lriillr. ririr soci.rl jnrunJti,)n bn,:q.i, th:-m iir.-::1:irei5li:lle,:i:h;ilalof;lterrra-
tlr, l rr,' ,1,, ' rIlt,rt,rt\,,l lrt:l'lkil),o.i,r.'Iu tr\:\::sir'il iil.:'.;<.i\eri.: 1."-.

ir ( , C,,n.tr..d.
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