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By Edwin Madunagu

temoon.

T ASf Thursday,ir this sslumn,1introduced
LProfessor Es[orToro. He had delivered the
Niserian Golden lu5ilee Independence Lec-

tur"e,'Proiect NigiriaThe iouiney so fa/, in
Giabar on Monday, September 20,2010. In
ttre present article i intend to appreciate the
s}Dase DaD€r which both Eskor Tovo and the
chiir"ofth'e event, Professor okon Edet uya,
said was veryimportanl I agree. My present
exercise is ilarticularly targeted at young
Nigerians, much younger than 'indepen-
denf Niseria in ase and whose ranks consti-
nrted the"vastmai"oriwof those who listened
to Eskor Toyo in GhSar on that Monday af-

rope wrimen by H,t Fisher . 1he passage
reads: "The fact of orosress is wrltten olain
and large on the page of history but proless
is not a law of natuie. The ground gained by
one generation nray be Iost by the next; the
thoushts of men mav flow into channels
whicF lead to disaster ind barbarism". To au
preciate this passage furtlrer, I refer tlie
ieader to anv academic introduction to
Hegel's Philos6phy ofHistory In case you can-
not find any book around, you may visit the
Internet the contemporary College "Bible".
The prolegomena is followed by the Intro

duction (page z) which is just a description of
the structure of the lecture- Even then the
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of Nigerian
cised from

formed ini946.

EasL

(-itizens, when Cameroon was ex-
rvas formed in D44. TheNigeria,'

the first nationr,r'ide nadonalist

ry

ing seven themes: Social and political trans-
[ormations; democratic governance ancl so
cial justice; econonlic grorr'th and social
poliry education; culture and identiry; citi-
zenship and social inclusion and exclusion;
and Nigeria in the global economy and the
global economy in Nigeria". Ihe "revolutioru"
mentioned in Section5 of the lecnrre are four

the stniggle tc f,e., Nigeria frorn colonial
bc'nd;r1;e. And it is the year Eskor To1,r,, *.e ar:-
rhor o[rhe lecnire,rnder appreciarion. made
his enlry into the nadonali&-muggle The l'ia-
tional Council trf Nigeria and Cameroon
(NCN(:). ,!ater re-named the Narional Councii

dustrial revolution; the socialist revolution;
and the national liberation revolution.

in number: the scientific rernlution; the ftr- NCNC was

The thrust of Eskor Tovo's lecture is imolied
by the storv of Biblical SamDson and the
philosophiial reflection madt by the hist<r
rian, HA Fisher. This thrust can be put lile
this: Although power was not handed at in-

moveinent in Nrgeda. lt had Herben Macauley
as pioneer National l,resident and l.lnamdi
Azihwt' as pioneer National Secretan, l'he Zik-
ist il,toverr6nt a milita"lt Vouth move-rngil1, 1ir.
spired by the'r,ritings. ;peeches and ocher
acrirrires of Nnarnii lzikirve and E'ro lta and
I.lrvafor fizu's h oc',u, Without Birdzes$ was

The lecnrre sars with Prolegomena (page
tI This word is the plural of Prolegomenon
ri,hich is defined geirerallyas a "prdfatory re
marlC and specif calk- as i-u Eskor Toyo's lec'
rure -as "a f6rmal essivorcritical disiussion
serving to introduce'and interpret an ex-
tendedwork". ln the onepage protegomena,
Eskor Tovo tells tvr'o short stories. In the first
story baied on Iohn.\{ilton's Sampson Ago
nist6s, we see the Biblical Sampson, "the
tower of physicd srength-, in caPtivity. He
had been incarcerated in what is now Inown
as the Gaza StriD alons the Mediterranean
Sea. Sampson 6ad be"en caprured by the
Philistines. In his loneliness t}e captive re
flected: 'Promise was that I should deliver Is
rael. But look at tlrat deliverer now and find
him in Gaza..- A living grart".
Sampson's'grave" was thick darkness, witb

outall hope ofday" Yet outside the dungeon
the sun was blazing. The rubiect of Eskor
Toyo's lecure reminded him of the story of
Bi6lical Sampson. Re@nstructed, the storyis
Iike this: A potentialh powerfirl 'delivered"
himself requires "delive'rance". He is not onlv
in chains, but in a dungeon He is in thick
darkness. literallv or metaohoricallv. or both
rutrhe irbnvist6at outside his dar('hole it is
noon, and t6e sun is blazilg
The second story in Eskor Toyo's prolegonr

ena is a passage ta.ken from A History of Eu-

The main tent of EskorTovo's lecnue can be
reorganised into six secriirns; Section t: Cre-
arion, Nationaliw. Self-Rule and Visions
(pages 2-10); Secti,on z: The global environ-
ment (pages lG15); Section 3: What Nigerian
rulers have done (pages 15-22); Section 4: Cer-
tain specific questions (pages z:-St); Section
5: The revolutions of our time (pages 51-57);
and Section 5: Condu:ion (pageS Sz-Ss).
The "soecific ouestions" mentioned in Sec-

rion s dre the riuestions included by the or-
ganisers of the lecn:re in the invitation to
EskorTovo. He was reouested to answer them
in his leiture. The que'stions coverthe follow-

The NCNC leadership embarked on a u-
montl country-wide tour berween 1946 aDd
ts+z to mobiliie colonised Nigerians against
the Richard's ConstitutioD. ted by Azikiwe,
Michael Imoudu and osed Macaulev tbe son
of Herbert Macauley, fie mobilisaijon tt ur-
staned in Lagos, moved to KaDo, moved
throush the North, down to tbe East, crossed
the Ri"ver Niger into the West, and ended in
Lagos wfiere it was welcomed by a mammoth
crdwd Ihe Richard's Constiruti<in collapsed. It
was in this anti<olonial revolutiornn'ferment
tlrat EskorToyo emerged on the pohtical scene
of Nigeria- Michael Imoudu and Altbony Ena-
horo had emerged a few years earlier
. To be continued ne*Thursday.

Zikist illoremer,t arrd the NCNC stood for or>
Iitical and economic independence". The Tride
Union Congress (TL)C)was formed in D4}.Two
years later, in t945, this militandya,rtkolonial
Iairour union called a general srike The fike
was obeved bv workers 'rr'ith exemplarv
unit/, asserts IlskorToyo. The colonial powei
was forced to santt}re Richard's Constiturion
in 1946. But ihis coDstitutio& ratler than

Th.' nrt,st impctant thing to be observed
here. seid EskoiToyo in his lecture. "is that, the

grant self-rule as demanded by militant na-
iionalists, merely divided the country into
three administrative regions: lroni, West and
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ture. ceedin"e rwo years. Hence what 'th. *hlihnn-.ilJirro in?ilriiisii;;;;;?;.;r- On the question of Federafism,.which is the

made b1' anbiher pe-ric'n, the former is not not independence. ments whose ideirririls and aspirarions w'ere Poltuca.l blue-pnnt oI. Nt€erE' ln It ne ao1'o-

;?:1,,y:,H::li:"t*:x*;t lili*; i* xliil*:*i*ttm*tx;:i5";tr".til1 ili,".H,ip'%;'Jft,Jf,r,'*:,1*ixlii $r"::;gfl;"".5i.1f:1?iif;!:,f;J't#ql

cirtionsh6uldbeukenwiththiscariil' ;ai;tiyuecfi"i"h.p."d.irli"i:-h;;;;i iii"-ti*i.,it.i;;'id;;i;;;;G;;ti-tr-1uf./agfeg
draws &tween "self-rule" and ,iidepdn- i;I";i;lLo.,daeetoindeoendencelbvoass- fwoi althou'eh rariouinitionalirft;. kin; posal. As for Obafemi Awolowo, Iskor Toyo

;;J*y,?if-?overnmentand';,aie,snty po;;i.;-*J;h;;3i;i'iii,;;;;;[;;,re;iggi;'?;id'n[;'i;;;;"b;-NiE.;i; ,j";]fffto)-tatsoagree-
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