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IHAVE beeo deeplv iinpressed hl Dr: D,lp,r
I falowora's sustained concern wiih rh.'rvill
being and development of the Nigcrian (,( or )

om1'and the Nigerian peoplc. I hrvr ,rlro
been impressed by his sustainttl inltr ( sl rr)
ourcouniry's hjston aotl r onlltr,l',,r,rr\ J',,1
iti(\.Thr\ eolt((,rn t\ )can ili l).rilt(ul,l; in I t\
r olrrrrur in I/rt lJ,rrr,,lll(,\\'\l,ip(.r. I l:l',e loi
.,rr,',1 tlr,' hiltrrr'. .rrr(i.pr.rl,lic. ul tlris iot-
Ir( I \!'r)r,,J ,lr;'1,,1,,.', .rilr1 l)trl,lii \Cnanl
sinrc llr' rrlrl,ll, ,'l ttrri,. ull, tr \\u lrotl'r
sen cd. in dil lt,r r'n; , ,rl,.r, I i(.\, ,,lr I lll , ri,l,,
rlal noard of lltc ,,taitltan !.rr,,w(,r.r', .r]rr
rlc. ?9 rt,rr: a{ tnr' , tthttt tt,'it,tt,,n.
puh)i'.heC in The Guardnn r\sx( o, icnildr\
;.1qdS remdI]ls a reference material loi r;te.-
In that 19BB afticle, Fafou,ora had said: "lt is

generaliv acknor.r,ledged, even by Castro's
\\'orsl crir ics. th.:i phenomenal econom jr
arrrl \o( i.tl r elor rn: i,.rve bccn srLC<esslulli
brought about in Cuba under Castro's iead-
ership. Unempkryrnt,nt has been virtuallv
wipcal orrt. Rtrrti havc brcn alj but elimi-
Ir,rtt.l,,rrr,l rllttlt.rt y \vtp(,rl oui. I here is ttn
tlrrul,t tir.rt Ilr,.,,,rrlrrr,,ir. ol L,te(uhan DCb.
plt ltavc rnrlrr,rrr'rl ilr,rr:taucaily. lliere ii so.
ctai;rr.lirt.,tr){l r.rlrrir\ rrr tnciays euba. No
rl ondcr I irlr I t .r.t r r, i' r !,\'r.l cd ;)nd I espected
in Cuba a. r nltiorral hcr,r. I irlcl Casiro has
no persorral wealth. dot's not olvn villas
abroad. and ira. n,, Ir,.r.,,rr,rl account.
Through the IorteoJ )l( r\\n'.\,rmt'le, hc has
virtually rviJ,ed out ( or I ut,l i(,tr rr, i lrr nublic
lile of Cuba. 'l ltere ai r. trir .lr.rLlr rl.,.rls and
contracts. Health, inconre levels. .tnci educa-
tion have.grown suhstanti,rllt: lhcre arr no
beggar s in the srreets ol Cub.r.'
I( woujd be inreresting ro knorr Ialorvora's

vierr s both on his es.at, ol 2l vcar: aro and
rh? trdjcctorj ol the (.ribalr rsvolur ioii sjrrrc
lhen. Ah hodgh there ir aluay: a lirrli belreeD
thc pasr andthe pre\eni - iren il therr lras
been a lea p or rupi u re ir r the nb;ecti ve r;r s ub-
jectir.,e sphere, or both -mvintet"est in ti.]is ar-
rjcle i' his (onletnporJn rn-c.rgrrne;rt uirlr
{ l'. N i gci i,r.r . j i rr.i i io r't. cspt.c i..r } i-r, t h c ccon
ont\,- i am iocusirrg on fcur essavs rvhich

I-.rfowora wrol('in lri: r olrrrrrrr tt llt, N,tt ttu)
bt'twcr.rr l)t,tr.rrrlrr.l -,olO .t11(l J.tnu,tr\ -t()lI,
rrarrrr.ll : /rrrrrlrrr 1t,ty. ltt t l,tv,ntaltct r(l lcr lurlx.r
c)..'olo); llUtlltt't J()1t: Gov.ernnteDt g|t.s i!
t|t trn,!,tt,trt) (llt.rt,rrrlrcr 23. 2OiO); secudtt;
1 t' t I t 1 1, :. .1 1 1, | 1 l1, t t t,t)o tt)\ i.r) 2Utl l l.lIU,il \ r,,
..irt(, ,rnri Lt, l;ltil; ptbli< sactt't l,U,lttt
t/L /r. t1 s ( l.rrrurr\, 20, 2O1O ).

I r (,n) tJlr sc es'avs. l)apo l-a,ou ora emcrg(..
, lcarll - in this periott irr histon a\ an trr.
l,,t med. e\prrrerir ed. n rcrhocirr al and. ahor c
;li. Iibe|al prltti(,ll r(,'non]isl. He also ap.
p, ilr\. con| jICi r r: il)',,r\. I t\ tiur idn I),tt rrnt.,i de-
trrrr, l,rt ,rrrrl ,t I,rnAtr.\\t\(. itrtclJl (Irr.!1. IItj.
rrrlr l: rr, ,.rrr ,rtiil r.j. I 1,,\\. \, t. it .tl,lr,.:t( tn
Ilrr'..r1.,, I)r L,r lil)]' I lrt,.ltql, r lrcse c.i,:rt,.rrrtl
lrrr rrllr' r rlrrring, .rrrrl rli,,cr lrrr tiiai i h.rrc
tr rlh n rr . t ugr tlrrl u rr lr m) tnou icdsL Ji nrB1.
th.at J alorvora ,s nrrr rotilrl per.uide,l thar
u h;t lrigrria's pol ii ital et orioin; requ ires ro
Le able [o serve tlre '( on]mon people,' as he
lerventiv rtishc:. ir a i,rcircal iesrttuclurint,
not a "clean.up" or adjusrmeni.'ret, lri: s".
cioeronomir'pcrspeitivc. prnr idc a basis ior
scriou\ diil, rAu(
I scc a contlarlictiorr ltt,iu,ten la{blvora's cor-

rr.( l l)rr)1,{r\i!ion r}rat ''it .rr,p, ar c ar i{ rhr Ied-
r; al Cnr crnrnr.nt r< lutaJit oluiivrous o.l the
need to tarirle son'lc [undimenta] and de.D,
)ea I ed lrroblen t\ o f t he econoinl,. ol rvh ir h r ii,
most critical are tlie poor iniiasti'ucture anC
mass unemployment at all levels" (and, I
u ould, add mr\. Ir()\'r.ttv r. anrl hi\ preq(rip.
tjonor endor.ernr nl {,1 rllr \tr.tl(.,-tichhjectiie
r,i Pr(.,nr('lllrF,r "slr 0rr,: Iirrl,lir anJ pr ivatc rt'c
l(,r n,tItD('r\hill rn dir (,aar)o,nr a/riten ht the
prrliatc:rv-tur ''1rnrplr,r<rs nrinc1 or an 6con.
ol nt wlru'e "r r) (rn p ol g.r orr tlr" is t he privat e
secior. I Iro)d, aTso. rhai rirere is a conrradic-
tion benvccn his socir;etonottric relorm oer-
spcct ir es and hi r rd d re:si nq h is proposafs r o
Nigcri.r': curr.-rr "polir ital liadei:" - is ifrhev
can do ailfihing r edeeming. Pur ditlerenti,T,
J.:loiv0ra do-e: nrI ap?L.ar lo be persuadeil
lhal r\En \lhat Ie u.ed lo fEsalcl as mere
'"Drogressive" economir refoni' u,ithin capi-
tali:rtt tlir lype irc 1r.l5rl65zrci1 advocare. -
u'o'i)d r, qrriii r ie' blurioiirry inrcncnrirtr
ht ,r l'.,1;i .rll. diJlctrn: cr.:lirion o{ soci:l

Irttr ls
lr rs l()r I Itis reason that I am doinga brief ap-

l'r, r r,rrr,,rr ,,1 rlrc four IiSted SOcioeconomicI r,rr tolrr,,rl,lr.roprrrposethatthecontents
l,'.rrl l,'r,t',tll1 t,r tlrr' need IOr a radtCal re-
\tilr, tilrrrlr ,,1 Nrr,,,rr '. 1,,'liticaleconomvot.
,il j,.,1\l.r il1.r,\t\, r,.(1, l1lr,\'nr,trt Ol rCSOt:iCeS
.)n(l r ll! rrr\lI ltlr{rrr.tlr,.rlir,rr ('t ll)is lrdcnlo.-
ttrrnl. l:lr.lll t)r(rr L.e(l tn tlrr\.rl,I)t(,r raLr,in iit,
p ulJrng r,61 srimc ol t lt r' sp.r iri, '1a., 

' pu L loi-
nald by i dlou,ora and i,,ncrete cUirectrre
measur es he proposed in these essavs wliicll
t ogerher r onsi itut e .! tlni ii.rnt a nd prc!res-
.ire ctitrquc of\ig(rjn's noliir.al etoiionit: lu
! l r,' r s1n6 i n nt t"gn:ent io rir is pi et e I sh.rll lre
l,'o1,1n* ., I',riou or,: s lirsr cssa\l'l hc rcmai n.
rng.t hr.,. u,ril.hc appre.iar cd ricrl Tnursdall
)n tnr Con( lUdtn[ lli\iii]men1.

Thc r:say, luntir; pal /,,r /a6'-rtr"- . *r.
itritten lait Decernbri durinr the round tii
puolic detrate on Lhe s.ilalies iird.r jiowarrt c.
of the curient meilbers of the Nationrl As
seir-rblir Th.rt rounil had bcen pro',,rliotl I,v ,

sl,tl('mcnl mad, hl,thcgorcrnr,r ol r lrrrr.rJ
B.rrrli oI Nigr'ria J( ltN, ll ,r r'rjltl:( t, (rrrrr.
\A'lrrlc prtr t i.,rllv.ill tlr,.,,lt.r,'1,, rnr I rl)rrr,,r.
to this unslnlittult'rl rratiotr,tl tii'lu1t c0D-
tendcd thal titese saiar it,s artri aliorvances -
calied "etr:olune)-lls", \r1rrc atror:iously high,
some leaders oi the N;;tionalAssemblf mJrn-
t,rined. u,jr l: I hrpdt5 to thc a ltN co|ernoi and
Irir "arcompJiccs," thJt lhe fiqule. ied to the
prrblir rtrrc Ialsc and rhar thc rual nronrhlt
emoluments of a federal Iarvmakers were, ii.r
total, not more tllan one million naira. The
public response was that even this amount
rvas too high. It was u,ithin this conte.\t that
Dapo Falowora inade h,s intenention.
fa{ortora mdde lllree inter.lelarr.d oroousr-

tionr. anion.q ot he, r: Llnc, I hr I'irr I ii.rr ion jn
rr,hich the nelt monrhil niinimunr u.tgc i.
oni) NIS,0o0 anci $ hcri oter 7o pet ccit oi
the-pcople ea rn leir i han St per Ca-i: I here ca n
be nu moraloreronornic iuirilicaijon lirrthe
mi,rd-boggling emoldmcnts Ll memt rrs tll
rire.lioll\c." /r|o, rlrar "ii simph does nor
mal(e economic sense for the government ro
con-tmrt such \rast arnotrnts to adrninisti.ative
c*sts, when there is a crying need to invest

more in such critical sectors ofthe economvas
education, health and infrastructure." Iiiee,
thal "ther( i: no redson u,hv, on d con)narative
basis. tlrc l:iglrest incornr in the counrn: oar-
ticuiarlv rn rle pirhlic secror, (hould betiorc
rhan 2U Iimcs highcr rhan rlre Io$est incoril.
It is bolh a mcral and c( ononllc issuc."

\^,'hile I Ieave the reader to compute r,r,hat
Faforvora thinlts should be the curienL maxi-
nlum p.a,V jn Nigeria,"ytanir ularh,in thL'pubii.
\c{-tor.' ;et nte mdke a nun:Lrrl oi coiI1menl:.
First, I endorse \,".hat I shall cal] 7he Faiowora
Egu.rtton, namell. "llre rnarinirnu u.JE. !\ noi
more than 2o tinles the ninimum ntrge,', or''litr nrrn:ntr:nr \\.t.t, r\.tl ir a(l e(rudi to 5 oc:.
ccnt ofth,'rr,.r',rrrrrir:r urg.." I ploiro.e th.ri r,..
rrDrOv-c 1llr'plIrJ\r "pdfllruldiI! rn rhr irdbliC
sr( l (':." 1 l1( (., lrr.)1 i,'n \l)r,llld lruiri t ht Oir'rhour
llrr.1',,1;1,..,, .,()not])\. Ii (,i[i tl)rIt I,r iepl.
s(,ilr r, I ir r.il Jt,.nl,tt tc,:ll', ar y I 20\ u hefe ""^-the
n)il)rn)rn)) u,ir!r,, is tr riariibie and il the maxi-
lr,lnr \\,r:i,. i. ,rJ.,,,r r.:i.tbl:. i sirungir en_
rlorst' I.rfowtira s relerence to ,,mori]- and
e t orromir: grotutds."
I aibwora's mairr concern,lrrhicir is aiso mine,

r. u,it h x. thr nt jnimum ua,le. 5upport J nro.
po.p ih* minimum waAc ol N5o,Oilo i[ljirh
rra' aboui !1hat Nigerian \vorlcrs, rhrouslt
tlreir organisatjorrs, deriranded. I j Hc nlull iDl\.
t h ir figtile by zo, u,e h,rvc a n: iljion n; ira u.Jririi
is rvirat a member ol the N.ttional Assemblv
ieacitrship cllinr( i r, i 1,, iipf,, i :jm:l cl r.,n.i'.
a fcdCral Iawnr.rl.r'r turrt rrrlr 

"rrnr. llsinr tlre
I:a IOV t fa I t I ra! tt tn, \ i irr ia rr \1 or k(.rs h,li,0 J
acldrtion.rl L.l.j(,ur rcrrertinx tlrrir rl.malrd
lor',r rnrrrr:rrurr nrontlrlv rragcbl N5o,o00. Brjt
thi\ i) nor rhe cnd ol rhi u,a-trer.

\Vc linou tlral rhe tonsurnDtion o, lhe Nd.
tional {sscmhll' mernbeis can bc split into ruo
(Jtcpor ies: cullccfi|e ronrrrnrnri6n anri rndr
vidualr onsunrpr)on. In apply irig I hr I a I ort u t, t
lguat?on. therelQrc, I profi,rscd that w,,finrl a
ua), of.est irra r ing rhc i olleL r ivr r onsu n.)pt ion
oI the lawmaker. lsuch ar rnaterral nririleq.s
.rtt.rched lo House cor:lrrrirre"s ar:d add tlril ro
their "emoluments." The result further niil
stiE]rt,ll)en ihe hlri. Ior d0Brdndin! ,r neu
n)Ontlrl\ it)tntntu:n \iiIo ol \5Lt.U()(,.
. lb bc concltxieti ilexi 7:hu fid a.\,.
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Fmflmw#E-&'S
By Edwin kladunagu

1471 lr.tve been appreciatirrg [)r'. lt,rp,,
V V t .rlbwora's ecoilonric pr,r'\l)\.( tiv.,\
thi-ough forirof his recent essavs irr /Lr,Na-
aion nc\,\.spaper r.vhere he rr: ns a r:oIu rl n. 'i]he

objective oi the exercise, as i have stated, is to
irnplir:itly denronstrate that his ideas, per-
\I]ri{ trrLl'; as wrll as tnrtsI rifl hrs concrete 0rii-
ity 1',.'5.,iO,tons, lead dilectlyro rhe neeil to
radicallr/ restructure the existing political
ec{rnol1lv or at least, to etfect- a rl.rssive rerlc-
ployment of the nation's resourics irr t,rrrorrr
of the poor. I also propose that, in toilav'r ur-
vironmerrt, it would rerluire a radical politi-
cal intenention to even intrcCuce tangible
progressive economic reforms.ln the iirst in-
:Lalinrer:r, last Thursdav, iiitl a general ,rnd
er:tencled i ntrod uetiorl. tlreil cLr n-s ir l,,rer I ri re
first of the four essavs I listecl. ln this sccorrd.
and cotrcluding, in(tallinenr, I slull I,r,,k,tt
the other three, and then cnnclude.

In tl-re second of the for.rr listed t ssays,
Budgct ztltt: Governnlcnt gL,ts ir wron.q ,ryt irt.
rvhirh apDeared two davi before lasiCliri't
mas, Faf'oi,r,'oi-a aclvancetJ at Ieast tjve proDrrsi-
tions. Thc ffrsr was that the "[rudcer iacks
lo,-us," tiraI is, "it is ciili'icult to identi8 rhe
rna i rr objectives or guidi n.q philosophy dt the
budget." lVhen I read this t said to myself rhar
liars rnd dissenrblers are nevcr focused. The
sr'cofid proposition is that the currenr ''im-
pressive" growth rate recordcd for the econ-
omy (abour 7 per cent ) "has not translated
into real de'relopmenr." He is noL denying the
clairn o[ 7 per cent srorwh rate. But whar lre is
saying is tliat therE has been no "rea[" devel-
opment. the riirdproposition is that the al-
location of 66 per cent of the brrdget to
capital expenditure is sinrply roo high. Ac-
cortlinq to him. this trend has been thc "rea-
son for rhe laci< of r:eal economic
development in the country."

Fa i orirura's s ugges tio n is tira t al loca t-ions i n
the budget lbr capital and recurrent expen-
ditures should be rer,,ersed. lir other rvords,
not less than 60 per cent should be allocated
to capirai expenditure, i,rihile recurrenl- ex-
penditr,rre shouki norconsr:me more than 4o

ec0mffiKxlfc perSpecfiflveS (2 )
l,rrl,,\\l.lte'wliereover6o'1rer'tentol its sonliirt. llt,,rlr.rr,r,r,.t,,r rrrrrlrrpl,.,l,.litor, thefederal afldstategotrernmel)t"andrlrat

Lurr:ente.r.pendifure,andwhet.r1111',i71'rrl lllr' ,r,,rlir,rt \1,,\\,rtt lrrr Irirtrrrill,,r ,,.i1|nrr.nt.l oil cxPofs and ''internally gener.rted rcv-
bureattcracyhasbeenl<eptundet ti,rrtr,,l ,rn,l tlrrrl rt ,r,rrr,',,1 tlrt'irorii,'soJ \,'(r,rllrl,'llr,r ('nucs.'

GcvefnrnentiSabletolinantie(.rpil.tll)rij{.,r, r,}tr.rt i,ril(l\ '}rr tllc rrX)rl,:,rur l)('t \ou wll(' Ill,lrl('{)ncgeneralpropos.itiona.ndsomespe-

Stite in re.L'rit ve.rrs rvirh the erpar-rsion oftire periocls and tirLres tor i'ainfall, diiferent vol- tinued, "is no longer that of deciding i,r,'bether
i r r lr,rstrr rctr r rc,' lr c;r lt h a nd educatior-r sectors, ir rnes, a nd cl iilerent geogra phical and tem- the role.o_f the stale is srnallei or non-inten'en-

erfulrveapon in advocacy. [.et me put the pioint In tlre es.sai,, St:curigt, polirics, and the eco- sequenrly much more efficient." Beyorrd all
tlrisway:i.t'harr,vearecriricisinHincl re!ei'tinA nunlittu:oil,puhlisti.,irariyrhisvear,Dapo these. I'towever,. Llte stdLe, dc(()tdirr'l I{r

Iristoiic,rl .ur(l LontemDorarv - ca!r be a poi,v- inler'linked and Itave to he addri.sced iointlv.'' sls rnlnc).
trlul we,rporr;u/(,sh()uld,howcver, I<r:owthat Letnresrrmmarisehinr: Nig..tja[acc:'rlrt:f6l- Thisisthcclt'al('\l sl,ilr'rrr,'rrr of Fafbwora's
an over-slatr,,)cnt car) iead to undesirable lowing challtnges in :Oif: Thc "grurvirrr{ cconomic ideology. llre key to opening this
contrJ(lict.iorls. Itrreat to its inti.rnal security fromTnte rlr.ii "itlerrlogical package" Iics on.the two phrases:

leer ly to \vlr,ll, nl l,rv opeiiing paragiaphs, I increasing cornietlrion afrd telisiorr ilr arr tolllllcllt lli,tt istlotecouducii'e.toprivatesec-
calleil"1r,rs'ivL:rr,tlu.plrryineni6f reibulces." electiolyiarfoipolirical powelanrongtlrr tori.nvesLntettt."Thena_nteof ilrepackageis
"Thecunrulattvet'llertrri llriswrOnqaDDroach variousDolitjcal palries:"apdrtrassDovel'fv. neoltDer,llcapttAl$tl1 wttllapopLtltstp.lsstot).
to brrdgeting by rlrc lc,ler,rl Goi;6ririnent," unemployrrrcirr,ind ihe"r,iolentco,rflictec;- [ts.c.ontents include "promotion of a stronq
says Falowoia in lrir /rrrrrrh ploposirion, "is eratedbvih"uiciousand unherlrhycornffeti- public and.privare scctor partnersh.ip in .rn
tharitisnowtr.rppctl lry,t lil6.itedbureau- rionlrnrrnrt,,urpoliticiansforpoweranfifor econontytlrivenbytheprivatcse(lor;"ntassive
cracv to which rnorc anrl t)lor.n funds have to the controTg[ tlie n.rtion's econon-ric ancl fl- "investment in infrastructure, ltealt.h, and ed-

the preceding propositiori. Arrtl it .rlso r:ies up corrul)l ion and the growin-g inequaliry be- and.competil ion wirhirt rht'anibit t-'f lair' eq-
rvirli tlre sucEeediirg pro;:ositiun: "The wea'li tween'rhe rich and rhi poor.flFafbwora'(per- ttable, and entbrceable laws."
and poor tnust retiSiit tite main tocus of any ception here calls for n6 comrnent tiom me.l Brilliant.rs itis, this package is a re'statemeilt
burlger.Tl-ratisnotthecaseinrhe2ottbudget eridorseitcomplerely. of what has been pfescribed for.us by the
prop'osals of the Federal Government in vi6rq in the founh ahd tirial essay, Taclding publis global.centres of neoliberal capi-talism. It has
bIthehrrscnrnninecosts fromwhichon]vth! sailorbudsetdelicits.oublishedintEithird notledtotheradical reductionofpoverr]rrn]L
rich a reTi!:cly La Senafir" (cmphasis mi nc). week of lan"uary 20lt, Fifolvora estima tes r har where. [t is ulrimately enslaving. rvhether in its
Good. But ir is not onlv frbm th c "ru n n ini "in add itir:n td cxisting [ina ncial resourl'es crude lorm - as it erists now in Nigeria - or in its
costs" o I a "b loa ted b u rea ucracv" tha t "onli rhe narion needs some S"3O b iilic,u annua llv to tnore re fi ned form - as proposed by Fafowo ra.
the rich are Iikely to benelit." It is also net ei- close the finarrcial gapl' and proposes that The pac[<age [r.rs to be dismairtled. Sorne ol' its
sary to look critiially at elemer.rts of the infia- "much of this aaAlU6rui funds'wiilhave to be contents - and there are several of them in
strictural developdent that we all advocate. clirected towards such critical secrors as in- l'aforwora's e:says - will then be put together
Oneof ChinuaAchebe'sch.rracterssaysrh.rr lrlstr-ucrure,heakh,andeducarion(thede- asclem.en.tso[ane'"vliberaringpacl<age.

when ra in -regarded as good in this cun t r,\r vclup nren I of hu ma n cap irai)." HL' srys t h(rt 
:r|ilrr,!.1,,1;,,r,!;n wil! be on brcak in Apri!.
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