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rftlE exercise I want to attempt here arose
I ftom a double need. One is^ the need to Fifty years of. Castroism

l{epublic of Nieeria. Faforwora's article.
prrblished tn The Guardian of Januaw r.
t988, carried the title 29 Years otttrc Ciban
Revolntion, while my cornmentary was
r iiled Tellin s the Tyu tli.

A year lateri in Januarv and Febmaw.
1989. I wroLe a three-part essay: Clba: iO
.ttlu's of Cas1r)sut. fti August lggg carrre
Ctstro and Perestroika. Then. in Febmaru
1994, I wrote To Aha aL SS, j Sahrr". fidtit
Ca^su'o was 75 years old in July 2OOI, and for
l.lris cvcnt I wr.ole.Frde,lCas&b at /S(Augst

review the history ofCuba since the revolu-
tionary hiumph ofJanuary I, I95g - that is,
5o years ago. The other is Lhe need to review
somc of my own writings on the zubjecl My
published essays on which Lhis double--
review is based span a period of 26 years:
From Novernber igso td October 2od6. All
thg qlaryrexcgpt t"he firsr one, were pub-
lislred in T'he Giardian newsDaDer.

In the month of Novembei tgao, Tlrc
Nliance of Progressr'rc Sardents (AI-PS) of
the UniversiW of Ife (now Obafemi
Awolowo UrriversiW), lle-Ife. invited me to
deliver a prrblic lechre on its platform. The
lecture was to mark the Blst d,nniversary of
Q9 brutal killing in Novem,be.r tg$g, of 2t
Nigerian miners and the majmine of s.9 oth-
en; ir[ lhe lva VaIIey Mines, Enrrgu, by the
colonial-police. lt was to be'a fot#-pari lec-
hrle, delivered over fbur coniecutive
evenings. Incidentally I was able to deliver
only two parts. Partly for *ris reason, a deci-
sion was taken to publish the firll tert of the
lcchrre as a book.

80 per cent ofexports. But for Lhe worhers in
this dominant sector of the economv.
emplol,rnent existed each year onlv for fo#
rnonths. The United States conhofled 99 per
qent of Cuban refineries, 9o per ceni of
C\rba.n mines, gO per cent of iuban cattle
ranches and 80 per cent ofCuban utilifies.
PurtJrermore, private American investments
tot.rled g85o rnillion, while eanrings on
those investments totrled $77 rnilli-on in
1957. In 1958, fO per cent ofCuba's external

investments in Cuba bogether emploved less
than one per cent oft}e population.-

_On the eve ofthe revoldti6n, 75 per cent of
all cultivated land was held by a per cent of
the populati-on and 'about TOO,boo pea"-
ants had no land at all'i With particulai ref-
erence to the working class:^"Of the total
Cuban labour force -of 2,2o4.ooo some
36I,000 were permanently unemoloved
throughout r95Z r5o,ooo i"ere emfloyed
onlypart ofthe time; ts4,ooo were erieaied
in unremunerated labour, e.g., as dorileitic
serv'ants, working for their meals and lone-
ings. Of 1,539,OOO Cubans oainfufiv
employed 954,ooo eamed less th* gZs i
month in.a natiou where the peso was at par
with the dollar and had even fess purchasing
power in Havana than in NewYorICl prel
relolutionary Cub4 a predominantlv arri-
cultural society, had to iinport its basi; fdds
as aresult of Lhe dominatibn of the economv
by etporl-oriented sugar production. ThL
resul[ ofAmericar donination ofthe Cuban
economy was abiect povcrty and rniserv for
t}Ie vast majority of tjre C\rdzrr peoule. '

But what do we mean by poverty'and mis-
ery rn pre-revolutiona:y Cuban? We rnean
that: "The last majorityoft}e Cuban people
ate .fi,ralanga" w_hich is something -like 

a
shaight potaUo diel Sugar cane was a sec-
ond staple. Thus, they frew up stunted and
sub.ject to vitamin deEclency diseases. Thev
Iived fur huts called BOHIS. No floor,.iust thi:
bare earth, a roof made of thatch tlbm the
5oyal paJr4, muqh appreciatedbyall kinds of
insects. Their cloth& more often than not

. le.rapid transformation which took place
in Cuba after January I, lg59, was infoimed
by two *:eses: Frish "Unless and until the
fwo nrling groups - the foreign and dornestic
capitalists - are tbrced to eive uo their oower.
property, and privilege, rirless the economic
and social shuctures are radicallv altercd.
nothing fundarnental will be chariged. The
people will remain hungry" (l,eo Hiberman
and Paul M. Sweezy). Second: "The kev
event in tie C\rban R-evolution was thc can"-
hre ofstale poweB throuqh an armed stml-
gle, by a people led by h6nest and resoluie
revolutionaries. AII other developments Fol-
Iowed from this singular act and'Cubas situ-
ation" (Edward Boo-rstein).

Illiteracy was wiped orrt in fou.yeaxs 0g5g- 1962). In I95Z two years beforb the over-
throw of tle dictatorchip, the popu.lation of
Cuba was 6.,[ million and ttchobl 

Lnr.ollment
was abouL 8I9,OOO or rouqhlv l2.g oer cent',
of tlre poptrlatioq. In 196"8, the pdpuJation
had risen to 8 million - an increas-e 6f Zs oer
cent; but school enrolhnent rose in the saine
period to 2,209,424 - an incrcase of almost
I7O per cent. Huberman and Sweezv
expLained the phenomenal h.ansformatioir
in tlre health sector: "Capitalist rnedicine is
mainlyconcerned with ciring sickness, and
this is done magnificently for"those who lile
where the dociors are and have rnonev to
pay. Socialist medicine on the other hand, is
mainly concerned with preventing illness ibr
all the people, no matt6r where ilrey Iive or
howlowtheir incomes'l

. The result: In 1988, Orbahad 5/hospitrls;
r4 lp68 the numbcr had risen to l7O. In:gSA.
there was ody one hospiurl with'to berls in
the mrd areas. ln tg68, fie nurnber had
risen to 4,J hospiurls and r,eoo beds. ln IgbB,
there was no polyc)inic Qrealth cenh.e) in
Cuba ill 196S tlrere were 25O. lrr rgs8 tliere
were 6,OOO medical doctors in the countrv
(ouL of whom 2,OoO lelt after t_he revolu"-
tion); in 1968, the ntunber had risen to
ZOOO. The transformation in land owner-
ship was even more phenornenal.

30, 2OOt). And shortlv
temporarily relinquished

tr-ade was with the United States, a bade
relationship whidr between Ig5O and 1960
yielded a balance of one billion dollars in
favour of the United States. But American

officein
after Fidel Casno By Edwin Madunagu

I wrote a
deparfire
to these
lished

T'he book came out about six months later
with the ti-dc Humar Plogress and I*
.Enenu'es. Thc {burth chaptei of the six -
chaptetbookis on Ctrbaan? canies the title:
71rc power ofsocialbm: tlrc case o{C\ba- Mv
hrst dctinitive essay on Cub4 published iir'flte Guatdian, appeared on jaiuary 7 and
14, 1988. lt was a l-r4/o-part commentarv on
an _article written by Oladapo Fafowoi4 a
rt:tired top Aonbaisador tif the p'edeial

military occupation until t934.
-. Flom-1933 to 1959 Cuba was mled by a

dictatorship which, at various times, rias
ulde_r tlre Ieadership of Fulgencio Batista
who had seized pow-er as ar arrny sergeart
but rose Lo becorie a Genera]. Batiita fleld the
counhy on Januaty I, 1959 when the rebel
army under Fidel Castro, Ernesto "Che"
Geul,ara and. RauI Castro, among others,
entered Cuba's capital citv. Har,ani Durine
Wor'ld War ll Arirerica ieized and built i
'strategic military base" at Guantanamo Bay
in Cuba- The Bay is still under American
control.

In pliparing 77r e power ofsocial-
bm: tlrc case of Cuba" I naturallv consulted
miuly sources: books, joumals, newspapers,
unpublished documents, etc. iitom t}ese. i
now isolate three particular ptrblications for
mention: Dynamics of the Cuban
Reuolution by Joseph Hansen; Socialism in
Cuba lry Leo Huberman and paul M.
Sweezy; and The economic transfonnation
o[CubabyEdward Boordstein. Most of the
data and statistics in the remainine uart of
this piece were taken fiorn these bo6t.

Until January 1, Ig5g, Cuba was an
American colony in every respect, except in
name. On the eve of that ilate sugar arcount-
ed for two-thirds of the national"income and

were patched rags; they went ba.refoot. thev
went without dental cire, losine Lhcir teetL
when they were still young. An"d they weut
without medical caret
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TN his article. 2.9 vears of the Cuban rev-
Lolution, which' appeared in The
(inardian ofJanuary t, t988, Ambassador
oladapo Fafowora-said: "It is generally
ntlcnoilyledeed evenbv Fidel Castio's worit
titics- thit ohenoienal economic and
t,,ciai reforits have been successfully
ltroueht about in Cuba under Castro's
lrtdirshio. [Jnemplovrnent has been vir-
tuallv wibed out.-Rents have been elimi-
uilt;d, aid illiteracy wiped out. There is no
rhtubt that the condiiions of the Cuban
ntvnle have imoroved dramaticallv. There
It sicial iustice-and equitv in todai's Cuba.
No woider Fidel Castio is revired and
rtspected in Cuba as a national hero."

i {e continued: 'Fidel Castro has no per-
*nal wealth, does not own villas abroad,
;tnd has no oetsonal aecount. Thrcueh the
litrce of his'own example, he has viitually
rtined out corruotion'in'the oublic life 6f
t'ltltn. There xi no shadv deals and no
rttnl:racts. Health, income'levels, and edu'
r'tttion have grown substantiallv. There are
ilt) be{sarsTn the streets of C'uba". In mv
t\)ntr;;nt on the ambassador's articli:,
ltttltlished sLx day later, and titled Telling'rln, truth. I sa'id: -In addition to thV
*'lticvements listed by Fafowora, we lnay
,trhl tha.t Atba is todat a nation of well-fed
r'tti.,,r,ns and has a dloctor to 4OO inhabi-
r trtls: infanL mortalitv has decreased fram
tttt ttil thousand in-1958 to 36: and life
, t1,,,r'tancy hhs risen ftom 46 years in 1!58
ltt '.''1.) vears"-

I #ent ftirther to note that "Fafowora
rc urtt nfflicted bv ltndue radicalism'. He
,lr ,r,,r not claim t6 be a fuIan:ist, a colnmd-
nt.il t)r a socialist. He cannot be said to be
il \ttl,llorter or adhercnt of armed straggle
rltntttqh which the Castroite movement
,.ttrti,lt) DowerinJanttary 1959. [ndeed, he
.ll'lrr',rr:{. :il least in his a"rticle, to wish [er-
rrrttly llt;i it be avoided in Nigeria. For,
rr/r/i r,.r.sirr,q himself implicit[y to the
Nr;r,r'i;rrr siLttation in the closing sentence
,,1 lln' ;trLicle, Fafowora advised: "The mil-
tt tu t' nn tsl: serve the needs of the peaple, if
t nlrrtl ptslitical and social conflitts Are'to
l,r,rtr r,l1r'd'l

l'lrr. ;ruthor was not a poor man; he was

not a'destructive" criric, not a profession-
al agitator or a troublemakerl he was not
beinl "used" bv mwhical enemies of our
syste"m: Foreigp oi indigeoous. He was
simply a patriotic Nigerian reporting hon-
estly on what he saw as a senior Nigerian
dioiomat and a three - time visitor to
Criba. uad Fafowora's article been signed
bv a professed Marxist, communist or
socialiit he or she would have been
denounced and accused ofprescribing vio-
lence and Castroism for Nigeria.

T ended mv review of Fafowora's article
bv offerine # 'explanatorv noie" which
abpeared in the fiist inst;llment of the
niesenL niece: "The ooint has to be made
br", und ou"r rguinthat the main event of
the Cuban, revblution was the capture of
state Dower bv the oooular masses led bv
honeit, comtiitted) sllfless and resolu[e
revolutionaries. Nl other developments,
accordine to Edward Boorstein inhisbook
the Ecoiomic Transformation of Cuba,
followfrom this single act and Cttba's situ-
adon l Any analyst,iommentator or histo-
rian who misses this point has missed the
road to understanding Cuba under Fidel
Castro. He or she will end up either seeing
nothine or seeing miracles.* "'ff ;;;i"iie.T c;1';t 7;th birthday
anniversarv in 2001. I wrote a tribule in
which I said: "One dav, Castro will be no
more. Hi may die a nitural death. He may
retire - [or, as he once remarked, "even the
Iong distance runner gets lired'. The army
of assassins maintained since 1961 may
succeed. As he grows older, Castrot reflex-
es nray weaken-, allowing this to happen.
An invasion disguised as a coup may suc-
ceed. There may even be an open external
attack under one pretext or another. The
"international community" will quickly
endorse iL. But in whalever circumstances
the Castro era comes to an end, the strug-
gle of the Cuban people will continue, if
need be a 1a South Africa. a 1a Palestine'l

By Edwin Madunagu "completeness". Readers may choose to
a^ssess the assessments.
. Raul Castro, the world's longest-serving
defence minister, took over as President of
Cuba in February 2oo8, succeeding his
ailins brother Fidel, who hds been in
powdr for five decades. Raul Castro
became acting President I8 months earli-
er when his brother was incapacitated by
ill-health, and was formally named as
President bv the Nationai Assembly days
after Fidel' announced his retiremerit.
Fidel Castro, a devotee of Marxist -
Leninist theory, brought revolution to
Cuba and created the western hemi-
sohere's first communist state. His beard-
et figrre, long speeches, army fatigues
and defiance ofthe United States earned
him iconic status across the globe".
. 'Under Raul Castro's leadership, Cuba's
Revolutionarv Armed Forces becarne one
of the most formidable fighting forces in
the Third World with combat experience
in Africa, where they defeated South
Africat army in Angola in i987. Known as
a good administrator, Raui Castro sub-
sta--ntiallv cut the size of the armv after the
collapse of Sor.iet Communiim threw
Cuba into severe economic crisis. He
introduced Western bttsiness practices to
helo make lhe armed forces self-sufficient.
Bui his choice offirst Vice-President came
as a shock to those hoping that a new gen-
eration might begin shaping the country's
fuhrre. He oicked Machado Ventura - a
hardliner p'olitbrrro member and one of
the origindl ieaders ofthe revolution - as
his number hryo.
. ''elthough the US has tried hard to get
rid of hiri President Castro outlasted"no
fewer than nine American Prcsidents
since he took power in 1959. The
Communist leader - known for his long-
winded anti-American rhetoric - was
born Fidel alejandro Castro Ruz in 1926
to a wealthy, landowning family. He

received a Jesuit educaLion, and graduated
{iom Havana Universiry as a lawyer. But,
shocked bv the contrast behveen his own
comfortable lifestyle and the dire poverty of
so many others, he became a Mat'xist-
J,eninist revolutionarv".
. "In April 1961, the US attempted to topple
the Castro govemment by recruiting a pri-
vate armv of Cuban exiles to invade the
island. Al the Bay of Pigs, Cuban troops
repulsed the invaders, killing many and
ca-oturine 1.OOO later. US reconnaissance
olines discovered Soviet missiles on their
irav to sites in Cuba. Ihe world was sud-
deily confronted with the possibility of all-
out iruclear war. The suierpoweri stood
eveball to eveball. but it was the Soviet
l6ader who lave *"y, puliing his missiles
out oflCuba in return foi a seciet withdraw-
al of US weaDons from Turkev'l
. Cuba has sirrvived more thin 4o years ol
US sanctions intended to topple the gov-
ernment of Fidel Castro. It also defied pre-
dictions that it would not survive the col-
lapse of its one-time supporter, the Soviet
Uirion. Since the fall of the US-backed dic-
tatorship ofFulgencio Batista in 1959 Cuba
has beeri a one-farty state led by Mr. Castro
and - since Febi'uaiv 2OO8 - bv his anoint-
ed snccessor, youngir brother Raul".
. "The CIA tried to assassinate Fidel Castro
- more than 6OO rjmes. according to one
Cuban minister. The anempts had included
getting him to smoke a ci[ar packed with
6xplos-ives. Other anti-Castro plots were
even more bizarre, including one to make
his beard fall out and ridicule him. But
Cuba under his rule has made impressive
domestic strides: Good medical care is
freelv available for all, there is 98 per cent
litericx and Cuba's infant mortality rates

"o*odie 
favourable with Western nations.

Fidel Castro retains his ability to raEtle and
ilritate the US. He is the David who stood
uo to Lhe Goliath of America. Even after
nlarly 5o years, he remains a divisive fig-
ure".

The third and final installment of the
review will briefly respond to the six assess-
ments sketched heie, and re-introduce
Ernesto "Che" Guevara.

Fifty years of Castroism (2')

I

(Fidel Castro at 75, A.ugttst 30, 2Oo7).
ln Anticipating Castro's departure

(September 21, 2006), t said: We may con-
clude bv Lakine a brief look at Fide1
Castro's "Cuba t-odav. 47 years after the
Revolution: The corintrv h-as an estimated
oooulation of tt million. The economv has
irot fu]]v recovered from the crisis that set
in with the collaose of Cuba's allies in
Eastern Europe: 6ut it is rapidly picking
up. The official growth rate is put at I0 Per
cent; even the American CIA conceded
that it was as hieh as 8 oer cent in 2005. As
remarked bv.Io[n Hariis in The Guardian
WeeHy of lirtgast 11, 2OO6: "tfnlike the old
states- o{ eastern Europe, the revolution
has a few genuinejeweli to defend: Chiefly
its edutation iystem and globally
acclaimed heilthcarc tvhich emphasizes
oreventive care and locks doctors into Llteir
Tocal oooulations".

Tde iorrespondent reported Lhat 'aver-
aee life exDectancy in Cuba is 77.3 as
aEainst Amiricas 77.4. The rates of infant
niortalirv are similarly close. But, whereas
Americd spends an alverage of $9,7n per
head oer annum. Cuba soends onlv $251.
And the country has a heilthy poprilation.
Health care is accessible to all.' Harris calls
this the "Cuban miracle'. Reporting in the
August 2OO6 issues of Le Monde
Diplomatique. Hernando Ca1ro Ospina
said that by March 20o6, about 25,ooo
Cuban dociors and other health profes-
sionals were working in 68 foreign nations.
Comolicated and desoerate health cases
were'continuously being sent to Cuba -
even &om "advanced" countries!

The following not-too-friendly assess-
ments, extracted from the Internet, were
made, recently, by the mainstream Euro-
American, or Western press. But I am
including them here foi the purpose of

t
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TFHIS concluding insta"llment on the
I soth anniveriary of the Cuban
Revolution will be devoted to the
"defence" of two of its leaders: Fidel
Castro Ruz and Ernesto "Che" Guevara.
None ofthe two is still in ofrce. The for-
mer, on account of ill-health, refused to
be re-norninated in February 2OO8 for
the oflice of President of the Council of
State while the latter had resigned his
state and party posit'ions in t9d5, seven
years after the Revolution seized power
in Cuba and two years before h-e was
killed in a Bolividn jungle. But their
inlluence - nationallv, reciona.llv and
globally - remains undiminished. "

To review the Cuban Revolution is to
review the lif'e and career of Fidel
Castro, and conversely. This phenorne-
non is not strange in politicil historv.
But Fidel Castro is uniqte in that histoi-
i-cal phenomenon. We }iave attempted to
do this double review in the first two
installments. But then, no review of the
Cuban Eevolution, however brief can
be complete without the mention of the
world-historic revolution icon called
Che Guevara. I shall therefore brieflv
skeLch (or rather, conclude) my defenci'
ofCastro and then turn attentiirn to Che
Guevara.

Fidel Castro is accused mainlv bv
Amelican rulers, their ideologues-ani
their media of 6eing in officE for too
lon-g and not permitting "Democracy" in
Cuba. By this, they riean specifiLallv
that he did not allo* political icompeti--
tion" against the riline Commrinist
Party. My answer here i-s what it has
always been, namely: that Cuba has
been in a state of military alert and
mobilisation since the triuinoh of the
revolu[ion 50 yeaxs ago. And the whole
population is the army. You don't. orsan-
ise "parties" and factitlns in an ar.my'ihat
is engaged in combat, and you 

-don't

remove a capable and cornmitted rnili-
tary comrnander simply because he or
.5" 6n5 hFen in that p6sition lbr too long
- even when all the'conditions that pu1

him or her there subside.
If what I have said is incomprehensible

to you, then shake off American propa-
ganda and look at Cuba with huma-n eies.
the eyes ofoppressed peoples that we ire.
Then you will see that this tiny island has
not demobilised since it won its fi.eedom
and dignity in 1959. Within 28 months of
coming to power, the revolutionary
regime had to engage a mercenary forcL
sent trom America to overthrow the
regime. The atlempt - called the Bav of
Pigs invasion - failld. And barely a year
later, America and the Soviet Union
almost fought a nuclear war in and
around Cuba. These two incidents led,
indirectly, to the state assassination ofthe
American President, John F. Kennedv
(1963), and the removal of Nikiti
Khrushohev, the Soviet ruler, from office
(f964). Under this situation. the question
of multi-pa.rtism and change of'leader-
ship, whatever its merits, c<iuld not arise
except through a counter-revolution.
And the "credit" for this situation goes,
undividcd, te American imperialisml

Ernesto Che Grrevara was'born on June
14, 1928, in Rosario, then the most
irnportant city in Argentina a{ter the cap-
ital, Buenos Aires. Che was asthmatic
hom childhood, and had to cope with
this ailment [br the i9 years he lived. He
was a very^blilliant student, obtaining his
Doctor of Medicine degree from-the
University of Buenos Aires in March
1953. By the tinre Che qualified as a med-
ical doctor, he had becdme a Ma:xisl and
a revolutionary socialist. Immediately
alter his gradrration, Che Guevar-a
became an "itinerant" t.evolutionary,
moving from country to country in Latin
Am.erica, engaging in local str.nggles and
looking.- t'or a rcvolutionary base.
Eventually, he mct Fidel Castro and his
brother, Raul, in Mexico in f9S5. He

By Edwin Madunagu sensitivity, as a man ofspotless conduct,
have and will continue io have universai
value. Later, Castro told an American
journalist that if Che had been a Roman
Catholic, he would have been made a
saint.

During his tour ofAlgeria in 1965, Che
told a large audience in Algiers: Ttere
a_re no frontiers in this striggle to the
death. We cannot remain inlififferent in
the face ofwhat occurs in any part ofthe
world..A.victory fot alty coiniry against
tmper,altsm is our uictory. iust as anv
cointtry's defeat is a defiat"for aJl. Tte
praclice of proletarian internationalism
is nol only a dutv for the oeooles who
struggle fitr a beiter futurei it is also an
i n es cap abl e n eces sity.

In his letter to Castro when he was leav-
ing Cuba in 1965, Che said; I feel I have
fiilfi|led that pafi of my duty which
bottnd me to th'e Cuban Rivolution on its
own territory, and I bid farewell to vou-
to the conriiles, and to your people-who
are now mine. I fonnallv renounce mv
duties in the national liadership of the
party, n y post as minister, my rank of
major and my Cuban aitizensiip. I have
no legal ties to Cuba, only ties oi a differ-
ent kind which cannot be dissolved as
official positions can, I have lived
through some magnificent days, and at
your side I have felt the pride of belong-
ing' to our people during those radiant
yet sad days of the Caribbean cnlsr's. Not
often has a statesman acted more bril-
liantly than you did during those days,
and I am so proud ofhavinfifollowed iou
unhesitatingly, identitying with your
ways of _thinking and realiiing Lhe'dan-
gers and principle of our positTon.

But then: Other nationi are calling for
my ntodest efforts. I can do what yoi arc
unable lo do because ofvour resoonsibil-
ily as Cuban leader. Tie time has come

for our separation. I want it to be knorn
that I do this with a mixture of joy and
sorrow. Once again, let me say ihat I
absolve Cuba from anv resoo,nsibilitv.
except for that which'stemi from tie
example it ltas set. If my final hour comes
unrl:r d_istant skies, my last though* wilt
b.e foy this pegple and-especially For you. I
thank you Ibr your teathine and vour
example, end will try to be f;ithtul up to
the final consequenies of nty acts.

ln the letter t'o his family,the Guevara
said:-.4Jmost 10 years agio, I wrote vou
another letter ot'farewel|. As I recall, I
regretted not being a better sol<lier and a
better doctor. I no longer carc about the
latter, but I am not sich a bad soldier,
now. ht.esserrce, noth-ing has chang.ed,
except that I am much more consciotts;
my Marxism has been deepened itnd'puritietl. I believe in armed'strussle as
the only solution for people *h"o orc
figh-ting tbr freedom, antl I ict according
to this belief Many will call me an advetl
turer, and I am, but of a different kind
one who n's'ks irs skin in order to uove
his conviations. Perltaps this will 6e nw
last letter. It is not my intention, but it is
within the realnt of logical probabilits..
So, I sencl you a last em\ruce.

On April 16, 1962 a message fi'om
Guevara was published in Havana by the
Executive Secretariat of the Organisition
of the Solidarity of ttre people of Afi.ica,
Asia and Latin AmericC(OSPAAAI). In
the concluding paragraph of that mes-
sage, he said: Our every action is abattle
cry against imperialism, and a battle
hymn for the people's unity against the
great enemy of ntankind: t[e llnited
Statx of America. Whenever death mav
surprise tts, let it be welcome, proiitiil
thal this our battle cty ntay have reached
some receptive eat' a\d another hand may
be exlended to wield our weapons atid
other people be rcady to intole ihe fiuer-
al dirge with Llte staccato singing of the
machine gtrns and newbattleltiis of wat
and victory.

became a member of the Cuban rebel
army, the July 26 Movement. In
December 1956, the rebels set sail for
Cuba to begin a guerrilla wax that ended
on -January 2, 1959, when they entered
and captured Havana.

Che Guevara remained in the leader-
ship ofthe Cuban revolutionary state and
the ruling party until 196.1, when he left
Cuba for revolutionarry combat in the
Congo and Bolivia. He was killed in
Bolivia on October 9,7967. One of Che's
biographers commented: It is quite dear
thal Che Guevara is morc alive todav
than when he lived, for he is tlte onlv
example in the history of socia] revoli-
tittns of a man ltaving reached the top
and then voluntarily started from tie
bottom again.

Jean-Paul Satre described Ernesto Che
Grrevara as, the ntost complete ntan ofhis
tu-me, a man distinguisheti by the stupen-
dous many-sidedness o{ ltis personiJitv:
a doctor and an economisl, i revolution-
art, combat soldier and a banker, a mili-
taty theorctician and an ambassado4 a
deep politicil thinker and a popular a5i-
tator, able to wield the pen anil the sib-
machine gun with equal skill, the most
important exponent of guenilla warfare
since Mao ancl Giap, the ntost romantic
revolutionary rtgrrri stilce Leon Trotskv,
and perhaps the greatest Latitt Americin
since Bolivar.

In a tribute to him, Fidel Castlo said..
Che's wt'itings, his political and revolu-
tionary thiiking uill be of permattent
value in the Cuban revolutiona4t process
and in the Latin Amefican revolitionarv
process. And we do. not doubt that his
ideas as a man of action, as a ntan of
thougbt, as a man o{untatnished moral
values, as a man of unexcelled human
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