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For our departed radical patriots (1)
fLEI'T Calabar for Uyo, capiul of neigh-
Ibouring Ahra Ibom State, on Tuestlay,
August If, 20O9. It was to be a four{ay tip
and I had negotiated the services ofaprofts-
sional driver who also happ.ns to be my
fiientl It was mv first movement out of
Calabar since Iwai dischargedfromthe hos-
pital about tlree montlrs earlier. The pur-
fose of that trip was two-fold: to "snitch
out", therebytesting the state ofmyrecovery;
andto see some mmrades I had notseen, or
heard abou! for quite a long time. In the
event I discovered that thoueh I was remv-
ering fast, i had slightly exaggerated the
speed ofrecovery and under-rated the sup
oortive oower of mv home and immediate
farnilv. i absorbed the lessons. The first ou
the liit of comrades I plarmed to meet was
Udo Atat a retired professional television
cirmeralnim.

Ordinarihthe drive fiom Calabarto Uyo
would take atrout 90 minutes. But wit}r tirc
really deplorable condition of the federal
road linking the two state capitals the jour-
ney. took about tlree hours. On getting to
Uyo I asked the driver to head for Abak
Road- I told him l wanted to see Udo Atat
even before settling the guestion of accom-
modation. As the diiver siruggled to find the
easiest rcute bo enter Abak Road I ohone a
lawyer-couuade of mine in the citi,. I'wanted
to conirm that Udo Atat had not changed
residence. But rather than answer my ques-
tion the lawver called me "Comrade" in a
tone zuggesting either that something had
happened to Udo Atat, or to assure irimself
tiut I was the one at the other end. 'T[4rat is
the matter, or is Atat dead?'i I asked, aowlit-
erallytrembiing. To cut alongstoryshort my
lawyer-comrade announced to me that
Cornrade Udo Aut the great humouris! a
trained revolutionarv combatanL who
earned a living as a piofessional television
camemrnan, died "about two years ago". It
was enough. I went to look for a place to Iie
down-

When I rehrrned to Calabar on Friday,
August Ll, 2009. I staxted mourning - not
jusi for losing Udo Atat such a fne human
being dnd great pafiiot but for losing him
without knowing. Three weeks later, on
Saturday September 5, 2OO9, at about g.2O

anu Kayode Komolafe of ThrsDaynewspa-
per sent me a text message: "So sad Gani is
dead". And less than 48 hours after Gani
Fawehinmi's deat}. in the early hours of
Monday, September 7, 2OOg, a young friend
ohoned to annotrnce that Conrade Assim
t)tto a*ti- Ita- another rained revolution-
aw combatanl' had died an hour earlier at
*r-e Univenity of Calabar Teaching Hospital
lhis series of 'bombardments" - Udo Ataq
Gad Fawehhmi and Assim Ita - e.xplains
the absence of this column lastweek

I am now paJnfi-rlly awaxe, more
tha:: ever before. that the 'old gurd'i the
pre.globalisation generation of the radical
political plaform in Nigeria is disappearing
and is not being renewed in a ma::ner I
would have wished. I calnot say "not being
renewed", as some people say. This will be
false, or at least, hopelessly subjective. I
would rather say "not being renewed in a
marmer that corresponds to the revolution-
arv task of the time'' - task defined bv the
ndw imperialism, globalist capitalism, deep-
enine oovertv. violence and eeneral insecuri-
ty, iritirnal 6olonialism (m6st recently dis-
cussed by Biodun Jeyifo in his Srurday
Guatdian colunur) and the "global war
agairst terror". the "disappearance' to which
I ieferis both as amovement and as iadivid-
ua]s. I must hasten to add that this situation
can be analysed, imderstood and erplained
in historical terms. This is, however, not the
cenual subiect ofthis piece.

Mv limited aim here is to remember some
receritly departed Nigerians lvhose common
denom'inafor can be taker as radical patriot-
ism. And by "recently" I mean, in *re last two
decades. The long list would include: M.E.

By Edwin Madunagu
Wahab

Comrade OlaOni,

called on the NUJ Council to name the
Press Cenue after the late activistjournalist
the proposal was unanimously adopted
and o<ecute{ alrnost immediately - a dear
indication of the man's stature in his iife
time. The Press Centre stillbearsthatname:
Emest Etim- B as sey Prqs &nte.

Ernest Etim-Bassey was a wide.
Iy ffained, talented, courageous and
resourcefi:l joumalist publisher -and publi-
cis! super-activist socialst, diplomat and
public servant who fought for the self-deter-
nrination of the EfiI<s and against ethnic
politics and ethnic dominatioi, comrption
and bad government as vigorously as he
fought for popular-ilemocrary and social-
ism. I first met him in Zaria, Kadrma Statg
at *re end of July, I97. That was during the
Second All-Nigeria Socialist Conference.
Although both of us came to Z.aia from
Calabar, and hadboth been active in radical
oolitics in Meeria we had not met before -
iarty becausl I relocated to Cclabar less
than amonth eariier.

Our subject, who held the traditional
title of Out Ekong @ar Commander) of
EfHand, was, at various times, Publisher
and Managing Editor of the Nrgeriar:
People, a radica-l newspaper based in
Calabar; Chair, Cross River State Cor:ncil of
the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ);
Chair, Cross River/Alara Ibom State
Boundary Peare Cornmittee; Nigeria Scout
Commissioner for Cross River, Akv'a Ibom,
Abi4 Bayelsa aud'Rivers States; and
Menrber of OMPADEC. In spite of these
oositions. Emest Etim-Bassev suffered
politica.l victimisation and state harassment
a.lrnost continuously from 1968 (during the
Civi] War) till his death 3o years later. The
fact is that he was a permanent rebel and
agitator - rebel agafust injustice, comrption
and bad government and agitator for jtrstice
and trarsparency. He was always either just
out of defuntion or engaged in agitational
acts that couid easily lead to arres! or some-

tlingworse.
Although I met Ernest Etim-Bassey very

earlv in mv life in Calabar. and immediatelv

"nrfu 
a tivohrtionaw ooiitical accord witfi

hirn- and enioved verv"clbse oersonal relation-
snip wlth fuin .rntil his deatlu we never
belonred to the same nudear political organi-
sationl But ulhenever we met and acted it was
dear to each of us tlat we were not idle con-
soirators. but renresented two political centr,es
united on broadobjectives andsome specifcs.
Our alliance was alwavs practical. Thus, wtren
our comradg Ingid Essien-Obo! a German
national but mafred to a Nigerian, was found
dead in her residence on the campus of the
Unirenity of Calabar on FridayApril 24, i981,
it was Ernest Etim-Bassey and his newspaper,
The Mgerian People, that joined us to inesti-
gate the death.- The nervsoaoer came out with the verdict of
"murder" anil i clear hint that the crime raas a
resuh ofahigh - profile poiitical conspirary,Ir
which the Nigerian statefsome trusted individ-
uals and senior politiciais were implicated.
And rvhen, agai::it orders and tlueits from
both the eovernment and universitv authori-
ties, we dEcided to hold a memoriil raliy for
late Innid, a Sociolory lecturer, medical psy-
choloei;t and mothei of five childlen - one
femalE and four males - in April 1982, on the
c2rnpus, Comrade Emest Etim-Bassey coura-
geor.ily honoured our invitation to pleside
olerthe event.

h its editorial of May:.0, 1981, on Ingrid's
murder, Ernest Etim-Bassey's The Nigefian
Pmp/e wrote: 'You were muldered, because
you'lmew so much about the ten-percenters
bnd gangsters who are scrambling for power
and weal*r. Your death shall not be in rain.
The tlree murderers shall certaiaiy give testi-
mony to &eir nefarious acl Rest in perfect
peac6! Your love and del-otion to the cause of
lhe black race the oppressed and the unprivi-
leged shall remain a ililnning example for eter-
nit/'.
. io be continud nert Thurc day.

Tony
Basself
Jonas Aba:ru Kanrni
Bashorun,
Sawab4

Aka-

If, fromthis longlist, I focus onthosewith
whom I had one-on-one intensive interac-
tion - in the course ofdutv - but to lvhom I
have notpaidtributes in t6is mlumru the list
wor:Id reduce to: Ernest Etim-Bassey, Jonas
Abam, S.G. Ikoku, Mol$lugo Okoye, Udo
Atat and Assim Ita Of course, neither the
Iong lisq nor the abridged ong is ex}austire.
It is to this muc.h shorterlistthat I devotethe
rest of this combined tribute. Gani
Fawehinmi is not on the shorterlistbecause
I have written much about him - from the
time I first encountered hirq in 1975 to
January 2009. When this exceptional
human being died last month I put some of
these writinss together in a snull publica-
tion, with a short intoduction. The publica-
tion, title Gani FawehinmL was disnibuted,
llrst at the fi:neral, in Ondo and then gener-
aily.

Chief Ernest Etim-Balsey was born in
1926 in Ikoneto, in Efiktand, iin tlie present
Oduk'Darri Local Govemment Area of Cross
River'State. The territory of his birth is
known in history as Westem Calabar. He
died il Calabar on August 6, 1998 and was
burietlin Ikoneto on October 25,1998, after
ertensive funeral rites in Calabar which
included receptiors by the Obong's Cor:ncil
and the Crods Biver'State Council of tle
Nigeria Union ofJoumalist (NUJ). I received
Comrade Etim-Basse/s body at the Press
Cente on behalf of the NUJ. ln a speeclr, I
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Fbr our departed radical patriots (Z)

starting point I must

When I affivd in Calabar in

stlll alire, became nart ofthe eight-mernber
foundation of ttre Calabar: Group of
Socialists (CGS)formedinAwust 19n The
other tlree are abo alive: still very active
and prominen! thoug! ageing.

As a young worker in lagcs just belore
Niseria's iDdependence on OctoberlAssim
Ita"Ua joi".it one of the several'radical
Man<ist soups. About rg&l he was selected
bv the group to travel abroa(for political
and militarytraining -for no one muldpre.
dict the firture uajectory of the peoples'
saugde in Nigena- It muld as weII pass
tfuoirgh ttre phase of arnred srugglelAssim
first Imded in Accra- Ghana- Here he
&opped his NlgBrian irsqport and picked
w dre Gharnian one. He then flew to Asia
After the training in Febnmry 1966 Assim
Ita reumed to Cfiana Uofortunately he
hndedinAccraon Febnury 24,, the daythe
rnlitary crrup d'etatthat removed hesident
Kwame Nkrumah from power, was staged-
AIso, unfortunately, Assim lta's id€ntityhad
been uncovered before he landed in Accra
He and associates were simply "collected"
and tal<en to orison.

Thetwo military regimes - inNigeriaand
in Ghana - later negodated to hale the
NlSedan detainees repatriated to Nigeria-
To-cut a long story short, essim Ita and his
associates, iust like detained Isaac Boro,
found theniselves on the feder.al side when
the Civil War bncke out in July, 1967. They
d€fud their immediate duty, as Manrist
revolutionaries fromthe mincirities, to help
defeat Biafra and actualise the new l2-state
structure. Their medium-term objective
wasto ol€rtbrowthe capitalist, comrpt and
tribalistic social order in Nrgeria- The long-
term objective was, ofcourse, world revolu-
tion.

I must hasten to add that Assimls state.
wwas one line ofthoueht There werc other
fiiles of revolutiona"& thought on the

Niseriancrisis and Civfl War. Forexamplg sw-
erd small groups - unfornmatefuworking in
isolation from each other - thought of remov-
ingboth General Gowon and General Ojukwu
and re-uniting Mgeria on populardemocratic
foundations. This zubject is, howwer, not our
main concern in this tibute. As avoh:nteer on
thefederal siile,Assim ltacommanded one of
the sbztegic units that captued Calabar from
the Biafral forces. But after the battle he was
asked to enlist in tle Nigerian ar:rny as a non-
commissioned officer, perhaps a sergeant!
Assim askedfor a commission butthe request
wastrrneddown. He simplyrenovedhis tem-
porary uniforrn and w-alked away. As eryecte4
7\ssim became a "security thrcat", constantly
harasse{ in and out of detention. He was still
so dassified and neate{ when I met him in
CalabarinAugustrgfl.

BetweenAugustlgT, vihen I methim and
September 2oo9 when he die{ Courade
Asaim ltatied his hands on several t}ings to
eam a living. He ran abookstore (with me), he
operated atyping cenue, he sold firewoo{ he
kEpt afarm (with my spouse and me), and he
trrded in palm oil. He was, for sometimg a
firll-time revohrtionary cadre, supported by
two comrades. He fought many battles.
Eventually Assim becarne a village head in
Kasuk a Q"ta dan in Calabar Municipality. He
rose to become Secretary of the Kas:k Qua
Clan Council, the de-{acto dep,xy head of the
dan and heir-apparent to tle Ntoe, the Clan
Head.

As forreligious afrliation, ComradeAssim Ita
wasbomin 1938 into aRoman Catholicfami-
Iy, with the name Irurocenl He later d.opped
t'his name, went tlrouglr a very long period of
"atheism", then experimented with a
Pentecostal Assembly and finaly went into a
thoroughly unorthodox religious grouping.
Thus Assim Ita's'religious odyssey" was simi-
]ar to tlat of Ernest Etim-Bassey.
, Tobe concludd, nertThutsday.

but not necessarib a Ir{4rxist or a socialisl By EdWin MadUnagU
Shementioned Lne Ikiddeh, apoet, uihowas
teaching EnSlish. (Irne Ikiddeh died ir leadins mles in the aftirs ofASUU, becom-
fuober2Oog at the age of 7o years). I asked ins the Chair of the UNICAL branch of the
vihy she &ose lme Ikiddeh and she rqlied unforu I think morethan once.
that she had been impressed by the man's In Mar& 2Oo3 I sent uno of my newly
contributions at meetings of the Association published bools - The n*ing and unmak-
of Calabar UniversityTbachers, orACUT. 7t -ineofMpriaandbnuadictiorsofProgas
was this association ttrat later became the - "t" h# Ikidd& who was then De; of
rmiversiVs brandr ofAcademic StafrUnion Postsadrute Sclool Universiff of Ulo. In
of Univefoties (ASU[, when the latter was adoiu{edroenthewrote: AutydearEddie:
forrned in 1978. We decided to staxt our Thanksalo:tforthetrvofinebo6ksyoukind-
oolitical mobilisation, radicalisation and Iv sent to me. I realh appreciate fhe books
brsanisation on campus with Ime Ikiddeh. d"a starteit writins i ratf,er lons mnrment- It was Ime Ikidileh who recommended on bntiadictions6f Prcsas.l couldntfn-

.the frst set of students thar formed the ish it when mv health fdled. ana I couldnt
tnudeusofwhatlaterbecametheMovement getbarktothewod{-Manymanythad.s".He
of Progessiw Nigerians (MPIQ, University ivent on to say other things more personal.
of Calabar. Some former mernbers of MPN Unfortunatly, I did not get hne Ikiddeh's
are today, in very prominent positions in tle comments txfore his fnal departr:re. In Jr:ne
academia joumalism, medicine, law, poli- 2oo7,kne Ikeddelu now a Professor, sent to
tics, business and other professions in.the mempiesofhisfwobookstluf hadjustbeen
country.Oneofthemv*robecamehesident published: Histoic Essays on,Africaa
of the University's Students'Union and was 'Literatue. Lansuaee an? CUlture and
exDelled and iniarcerated in the ADril D78 Brcken luiondi& ia Anaru of the Black
iqliMustco"rebeflionistodayaPr6fessorof Fartht Setectd Poems. I shan, very soon,
Medicine in the United Stai:s of America utt"mot an aooreciation of niiddeht two
ard also currently serves as a Senior booksias wen^* his Blind Cldu which ts
ConsultantonHealthtoastategoremmenl indudd io, Ten One-Act PIaF, edited by

I must say a word or two about Inoe Cosmos Pieterse and publishef in D68 as
Ikiddeh even th6u$rhe is noton mylisf At Nunrber s+ af AfiianWriten Seria.
a personaj level, Irne Ikiddeh was an adViser Just as we asked Ime lkiddeh to intoduce
arid couruelor to me during the turbulent someprcF'essilestud€ntstous-toformthe
period tlat followed the iqti [Iust Co" rebel- nuc]ais oT a firture radical students' $oup -
Iion overvihich myspouse and I (and others) we reguested Ernest Etim-Bass€yto putusin
were arrested aird' summarilv dismissed *ot it *ith o-ressive rade uirioriists and
from our teaching positions. Ue stood by us leftists in calabi metxopolis. Etim-Bassry
duringthetlreefimthatoudismissaliub- gave us several na:nes and, after abriefses-
sisted,"played a ieading roie in the battle - &on of question and arrswer, we settled on
legalan,lpolitical-t}btledtoourrecallan4 Comrade Assim Ita The laner then intro-
ofmurse,-collaborated with several people to tluced Comrades Ita Henshaw and Udo Atat
ensurethatwedidnotstarve.Througlout ThesethreeMarxistactivists-AssimIta, Ita
his stay at the University of Calabar, hre Henshaw and Utlo Atat - dl now dead,
Ikiddeh remained very active, and played together with my spouse and mg who are

mid-rg7 I asked my spouse vlbo had relo-
cated there a vear earlier to introduce me to
iust one lectuier at the universitv whom she-could 

describe as "progressie"br "radicat",
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It Fbr our departed radical patriots (3)
fN this tlird and fnal instalment, I shal
llook at the remaining personaEes on my
Iist and then condude with aa epilogue On
Thursday, October U, 1990, I left Iagos and
favelld to Enugu to meet separately with
Comades S.G. Ikoku and Mokuargo Okoye.
These two personages were prominent in
the militant wing of pre-independence
nationalist movemetrt I had met them
together in Calabar, t8 months earlieq iD
ADril 1989, on tle sidelines of a national
Iabour workshop. It was one of tlose
attemptswe madeto "srmrnonthe spirits of
the past to the service ofthe preseatj to par-
aphrase IGrt Manc But in Enugu I met the
two old fglrters separately.

A prohfic writer with several historical,
political and philosophical books to his
namg Okcrye was a formdation mernber of
the Zkist Movernent formed in 1946. He
rose to become its Secretary-General. He

socialst activist ufio was ahravs so hunuv for
larwtedge, Iwokhad died in his ullae*arrery
poor rum in 1993. But his death was "discov-
ered" only accidentally by Comrades more than
ayearlater. I loewvih*toopect Iwokiswidow
wasthe first - and, as it turnd, the only one - to
emerge from the tinywater-logpd mud house.
Her five dildrEn, ea"h with very lifile formal
educdio4 had gone out to baflIe for surviv"dl.

Thewomanleanedon myshoulders and wept
for a fiirly long time.Aftei tbjE I asked her to
Iead me to ber husbaud's gzve We stepped
inside the house passed ttrrtiu$r a corridoi and
emerged at the ba& fherc was an unnrarked
tiny space between the house and the kitchen"

the pottical movement whidr he led, from

copiously annotated with many citations and
quotes. Their bjstorical scopes, as well as their
tleoretical sweeps, axe impressive. A
Comrade once dmmented - i cant now
remernber in \ihat spirit - on Molovugo
Okoye's "quotism". The nran's l-ettar t, Dr.
Nnaatdi,Azikiwe remains, in our mntert, a
dassic of radical polemics.

Samuel Ikohl a tained economist and
well-r€ad Marxist, ioined the Action Group
led by Chief Obartiai Awolowo in the fnft
haff of the DsOs. His break with Awolowo,
afterthe Civil War, was as loud and bitter as
his dissociation from Nnamdi Azikiwe and

men induded the military mups of January
and July U66 and the o<act role ofNlm,rmah's
Gbana in our rwolutionary stuggle. The
rraterial conditions in vrhictr I met Okove. in
particular, wre not only poor but, to sjy the
very least, also deprcssnig.

I first met JonasAbam, a radical Nigerian
trade rmion leader and Marxist socialist of
Niger Delta etbnic erffaction in 1982 uihen he
cameto Calabaxin corurectionwith atraining
seminar organised by the Dockworkers'
Union But before our physica] encounter, I
had leamt about him fiom books and the

By Edwin Madunagu

accor:nts ofveteran labourleaders anil social-
ist activists. I had learnt ofhis arrest, tial and
imprisonment - together witho6erqindud-

ute Otr this occasion I rcsuested the drivef
to take it easywith me and *ith his driving.
Before leaving Calabar, I called unan-
nounced at the home of Comrade Assim Ita
rrrlho died on September]. Here I met a"Civil
War': segments ofhis nudear and o<tmded
fimilies were giving codicting interEeta-
tions to his legacies and wishes. And I tfd not
trink Assim had Ieft anv writtm Will or
Testament or had made airv authoritative or
ineduo'ble pronornce4erits about hirnseE
It was impossble to settle the "disagee-.
ments" - for each sepmt was holding up a
small &un& of the"tnrtlr" I simply sliorfod
"righteous indigrration l;:erformed sorre pri-
vate obligations, and left .

At Uyo, capital ofAlora Ibom Statg I went
to the forrner home of the later poet and
Messor of Englis\ Ime lkiddeh. As I met
only drildren I requestedthe oldest ofthem
to ta}e me to the rtsidmce of kne's brotheq
Ema I met him and he fiintly rcurerrbered
me He appin recounted how his late brother
had sudilenly died on October 25,2OO8,
after afi:Il day's wo,rkwhich indudedtearh-
ing a dass at the University and anending a
uihitional maxriage I reslronded with frv
olvn testimonies. I somt the rest of the dav
rraking enquiria albwthe qfrercabouts df
the irnmediare fimilv of Comrade Udo Ata
rarhose death "about two vears aso" I had
Iear::rt on my f:st rip. lt was sho&ing that
none ofthe Comrades I contac,ted mr:lilotrer
anyusablelead on howtobegin to searth for
the fimily, or ralhen oractlyAtat did or how.
I was not more informed evm when I met
the Comrades - all of tbem my forrner sh-r-
dents - tostther d a hurriedh arraneed
hndreon ii my honour. I cxidised t$rn,
but did not spoi ttre mood oftle gathering.'

Ontle sednilday ofmyvisit I fiaelledio
thevilage oflkot Usop in IkotAbasi local
GovemmentArea one ofthe IGAs border-

ing Rivers State. The purpose was to see the
immediate fimily, or d least former home of
Comrade lwok Udounarn A "rugged'l but hon-
est and selfless, tade rmionist and committed

Shepointed and said, "Hereisyour Comrade".I
broke down but suicklv recovered- Savine
"Bmeye"l,ris UrA'but'I managed to 6aG
after about an hour. She insistedl must take

immediatelyrehrmed to Calabar. Before &ed<-
iug on the "referrnge man, I went 10 the house
oflate Assim Ita wlrcxe I had met a "civi] war" on

tlg early U5os onward S.G. loved political
polemics. He rnade name bycontesilmg aleg-
idetive election in the fonner Eastern Region
agpinst his own father and defeating hirn He
pafiook of the hibulations of the Action
Group during the Hrst Republic, escaped to
Ghana where he worked with Kwarne

Central State. He was in Nrgeda during the
CiulWar(1967-1970).

I]<oku was a foundation mernber and
Seaetary-General of the left-wing Peoples'
Redemption Paxty (PRP) in the Second
Republic, but laterjoined the rigbt-wing but
n:ling National Party of Nigeria O[P]$. He
rcrnaind political and partisan until his
ilearh in1907.

ing a British Iabour intellectual
the 1964 C'€neral Stril<e. I bad

Allen - after
leamt - and

Nkmma\was rtpahiated to Nigexi4 tau$t
Economics at the University of lasos, and
served as a Commissioner- in tle"Uigabi
Asika adminisnation in the former East

- +hat he.and his Corrades wele Sefared"
by other Comrades who were opposed tri his
-IiotslVism'l 21efts1 namg for the theory
and practice af pmtaaant rcwhrtion and
opposition to ideological "peadtt aq*-
tane".

some heads of mconut and abund ofplantain.
Bark in Uyo, I continued the searth for Udo

Atat's frmily. No success. Eventually, in the
monring of Thusday, September 24$ 2OOg,
someone directed me to a man in Calabar. I

Jonas Aba:n confrmed this to me in C-alabar

After Calabaf I was to meet Jonas Aba:n

NCNC). Hewas inthe trirst
wasinBiafradur-

War Afterthewar
some

small trook Those thar I have seei and rea4

I had gone to Enugu in Octob€r l9go in
connectionwiththe rcseal& Iwas then con-
ducting into aspects ofMgeria's political his-
tory. The result ofthe researdr was a ro-part
ardde tlrat was published in my mlumir in
The Guardian between November and
December 19go titld Rd.tjfion of ofrcial

again in Iagos in 1988. In this second
encormt€r, we had long sessions together,
sometimes with lat€r Comrade Tonv
Engumbe and sometimes with Kayodl
Komolafe who was then labour reporter in
The Gwdian. Mv disctrssions with Jonas
Abam helped to lubricare" the negotiations
thatproduced Pasdral Ba$au as President of
ttre Mgeria Labour Congress (l{LC).
Comrade Jonas Abam died in U95.

-Epflogue: I retumedtoAkwa Ibom State on
Monday, Septrmber2! 2OOg. Thepurpose of
this retum joumey was to see the finu1ies, or

mywayout of Calabar earlier in theweelc The
siurai6n had worsened with the Tladitional

Udo Atat He confirmed that Udo Atat was his

Village Counol joining tle combar- I with&ew
as frst as I could Next, I went to the house of
Ernest Etim-Bass€y(discussed in the frst paft)
viho died in 1998. There was mlative peaie in
and arormdtle compound" FinaIIy,I n-acedthe
man to vhom I rpas referred in connectionwi+.hare large. They indude: S'tonns on the

Ntger: A story ofNigeia3strugie(1964); A
lecr b Dr. Nnaadi.4zikiwe: A di$ent
remembered (L955); funbafi.led Men:
Prcfrles in tuial AQjusnat (1980); and
the Grcwth of Nxions (Wg). They are all

"distant cousin", that he died "about tlree vears
ago" and that he was "bumped ofl by "ddbo[-
cal meals".Iiistory. The zubjects I iliscussed with the two

atleastformerhoines, of some ofthe depart-
ed patriots mentioned in this mmbined urb. . Condudd"

flirted

1998 atthe of72.


