
ernotes on Nigerian terrorism
tt-" By Edwin Madunagu

YHAVE the feeline that I recentlv irritated
Asome of my youn"g friends with riry long in-
trcductory "disquisition" when discussing
aspects of the ttigerian terrorism (Reflec-
tions on Nigeian terrorism)in this column
on iulv 14,21 and 28,2011- They felt that I
shoirld have gone straight to wliat I wanted
to say on an urgent national problem. They
are entitled to their views, and I have. rvith
gritltri de, t.-; l<4;1 nu.. .'f theirr.
Howeveq I think I still have to give an expla-

nation, even if in this matter, as in manymat-
ters, I have to avoid self-defence. AII that I had' wanted to driVe home in my "disquisition"
was 15at to deal effectively with a phenome-' non as serious as contemporary Nigerian ter-
roristrn, you have to try to apprehend it,
investigate its roots, define and characterise
it, arrd - in particular - see what it has in com-
mon with other related phenomena and
what makes it new or different. We owe the
nation and ourselves the duty to continue to
do tHis whatever breakthrough the Nigerian
government announces it had recorded in
the fight against terrorism in general and the-7"--' Bokis,Hirarii insurgency in particular. His-
torv teaches us so.
A second clarification, arising also from pr!

vate criticism, is the admission that in iev-
eral articles that had appeared in this

'l column I could only accomplish a fraction of
what I had listed ought to be done on the
subiect. Several factors were usuallv resDon-

- sibl6 for this. A more or less "permafrento fac-"" tor is that what I can do is alivays a subset of
what I believe or know should be done. The
oth'er factor is a combination of several sub-
factors irtcluding time con-straint, space con-
straint, sensitivity to the interest and
patience of readers and, of course, sensitiv-
iw to rhe need to avoid the abuse of public

. fdrunr. With these clarifications I cail then
say that the present discussion aims at ex-' tending my earlier afticle on the subject of
Nigerian terrorism (cited above).| - We may begin by taking an inventory of rep-
resentative ideas and bits of knowledge har-

boured by Nigerians about the Boko Harant
group and its Lurrent armed insurgency;-and
trv to telescope, in slow motion, some of the
sfouo's most audacious actions and pro-
touricements - including, in particular, what
the group says about itself. Our guide here is
that althoush the srouo is not Iikelv to be ex-
actly what iT says Sbout itsell it wo'uld be fa-
ta.lly wrong to ignore its claims and
selIprojections. Andhere we necessarily have
to erercise caution: the ::cuD mav Lc in fa.-
rions, or harbour several-tendencies some of
which rnay possess the capaciry to act inde-
ocn<ientlv.
^ In its isiue of Thursdav Novelnber 17,2o1"t,
The Nation Newspaper tarried, in pages two
and three, six separate reports and three pic-
tures on Boko Haram.The two-page section
was titled Boko Haram and National Security.
One of the pictures shows a number of cars
being searChed (or "frisked") by soldiers at
the entrance to the Transcorp Hotel, Abuja;
the other two were those of the Inspector-
General of the Police (lGP), and the Chief of
Army Staff, respectively. The three pictures re-
enfoi.e ttre aftitudes'indicated 6y some of
the six stories. I have re-arranged the stories
in a oarticular order: from those that express
indilnation, to those offering suggestions of
immediate response and, then, to those de-
scribing the Boko Haram and prescribing
lons-term solutions.
In ihe first story, titled Sena tors seek removal

o{ service chiefs, the paper reported that sen-
ators of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, ltrst
back from recess, wer6 so angeredover'the
apparent inability of the FederEI Government
and its security agencies to halt the Boko
Haranr menace, that they threatened to meet
President Goodluck Jonathan over the mafter
and a:;k him to dismiss his securiry chiefs.
One of the senators, described as "hi-sh-ranl(-
ing," was reported to have said thatihe feel-
inf in the senate cut across party lines. "we
cannot continue to live in the nation's capital
as if we are in a war-torn country," he said. He
Iamented the "psvcholosical sie-se" oroduced
by "the way bairitades a"re beinf m6unted in
Abuja." A geopolitical segmenr oT the country

which includes the nation's capital city and Boko Haramvariety, and in a situation where
seat of power, as well as harborirs the cieam the drsfance of the state from the people is as
of its rulershin. is currentlv sriooed bv fear. it is in Nigeria.
This should nbi be tlre cast,,"thi ienat6r ap- In the th'ird news report, two stakeholders -

peared to be saying. a ritired senior police officer and the leader- 
The second story, with the title Bomb ex- of an industrial securityand saferygroup-

plodes in Maiduguri, is an account of a bomb spoke with the newspaper.The retired police
cxplosion in the capital of tsorno State. The ex- oTficer warned that Bo.(-o Hararn v./as "begin-
plosion took place in the early hours of the njng to constiture a s.,r;ous tirrcat thjl ,s
morning of Wn'lnesday, Nitlvenrbcr. 1€,,2017. iiXefy to aflfect our overall economic fabric,
ihe newspaDer's source is rerrorted to have incl{dinetourism."lnhisooinion:"W'emusr
said that "alrie r the explosion, inembt'rs of the find out"those behind all this and unmask
loint Task Force (lFT), luho w9r9 on patrol, them.BokoHaramcan'tbetakenasfighiing
rushed to thc'scene and started shooting into Western eclucation when all it uses toierol
the air"(emphasis mine). 'the Statc Commis- rrate irs acts is totallyWestern.ll incie6d, iirs
sioner of Police confirmed the report of the fiqhting ever6hini Western, its nrembers
explosion, affirmed that therewas no casualty sliouldEe liviirg unier the trees. So I beliei e
and blamed the incident on 5\r.e,a9*o,fl.ar1,ry that it has threltened the Nigerian people
group,which.wanted to"establish itselfin the enough and it is time for us to}eally fihd 6ut
state capita.l." He promised that th.e security *6o fi our enemv."
operauves.' rvoul9- not glve them tne cnance what the law enforcement officer appeared
tooothat." BokoHaramwrr,Jf,9f.l9i",-y,1s.l tobesayingcanbereconstructedas'fbllows:
ing its arsenal." People should goabout their iih. roko Haranteroup ii eiii,er iiriiional
normal Duslness, as tne se^ct s -plans and et- and confused or is"using its name and ideOl_rg*:yll9:j*:t1l9:^ l:::l:l:9:q_,^ _^^^ ;sy;;; ;;;;.to a.ii,8v tr,.;;,;i,t i,;i
-,'I-"t-l2P^'-tl^r:?lt:.t-'lll'T,'::Lo-l:t,t:t::' tfi'6r case it is dangerous and mi:st betlon re-enlorces tne,tnree plctures t Pqn- exoosed(soastobeEasiertodiscreditandtloneo earller' ano also remlnos me oI tne 'efeat)." Here, the officer may be making a
early coup years in Nigeria's modern history: :
nry ti*.' ifi6 p"opf F tr;;;i'1d;'.;;rt fJ. serious rnistal<e, which is not limited to him

alarm; the situation lr'rir"a.i'I.irniri; i" or.toasmallnumbe.ro[people'Andthe-mis-
about vour normal business. over the radio. .ake is this: forgetting that the name Boko

;ff;ffi;iii;;;; #ffi;;i;i"-r.iii,-,i.'?i} Hayy (western.education is forbidden, or
;;ri..";;il;ii;;;;a th;;;iil il;i;;{;ik,'i" is sin) must have been. originallygiven to the

ir,liii r.iiln""aiiil;;;;;';7r;;;iir;;;rr, group-abusively and derogatorily.-by ouq

irii"ti"e*irilriii.iiJrt*tr*"8;i;ii";:;;; siders, bvnon-members;and that their real

tackwoilldnotsurpriseanvir.e.iiirift,i"rt name which they re.peat in every commu-
i-..iti.r",ifl Ni;;;iI;'il;It.,';;;i;'5j;"''- nique is potiticatand includes the notion of
ing the victimiafter the crirfiin"als had left. It war.
ir"" ie"iiion-*tiit-L.quently resulrs in J!9factthatthe.grouPlnaynowhave.im-
"strav bulleri" hirtins i"ioc"ni oeoote at- plicitlyacceptedthe^BokoHaramnamedoes
rea6i traumaLised bv-aiiackers. tictims of not answer my conjecture. The serious sug-

unpiovoked armed ittacks by non-state ac- gestion I want to make here is that the name
torialsobecome"collareraldairages"instate Boko Haram should not be taken literally,
reactions that are often senseless] should not be taken to be a description ofthe
This rvhole story re-enforces the opinion that organisation, oI worse still, as indicative o[
there is indeed h limit to what diiect armed its essence.
conflrontation can accomplish in protecting ' To be continued nextThursday'
the people in an urban guerilla waifare of the
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